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The m usical boundaries o f  youth 

culture

by Henk Kleijer and Ger Tillckens

D espite  th e frivo lo u s ch a racter  o f  its 

su b je c t, th e  stu d y o f  po p u lar m usic 

has acq u iere d  a resp e ctab le  s ta tu s  in 

th e  fie ld  o f  so c io lo g y  over th e last fifty 

y e a rs . P o p u la r m usic has been  re c o g ­

nized a s  an im portant carrier o f  th e ro­

m an tic  fe e lin g  o f  individuality  as  well 

a s  a sym b o lic  m arker o f  so c ia l in e q u a­

lities. In th is  w ay p op u lar m usic ex­

p re sse s  a  cen tral paradox o f  m odern 

life , w h ere  individual ch o ice s  are  fe lt 

to  be p erso n a l but often end up fa llin g  

within  th e  bo rd ers  o f  ex istin g  social 

d iv is io n s. In tro d u cin g th e  co n trib u ­

tio n s to  th is  issu e , the au th o rs  call fo r 

m ore research  on th e  ch a n g in g  w ays 

in w hich p o p u la r  m usic w orks and re­

w orks th is  paradox.

Rock-’ n-roll: The social construction 

o f  a  m usic style

by Leo d’Anjou

The rise o f  an au to n o m ou s youth cu l­

ture  is on e o f  the m ost rem arkab le  

even ts o f  th e fifties not in th e  le ast b e­

ca u se  o f  th e  noisy  ad ven t o f  its m usic: 

rock -’ n-ro ll. This m usic sh o ck ed  s o ­

ciety  and  has been  asso c ia te d  w ith re­

bellion  and p rotest ever sin ce . Rock- 

’ n-roll acq u ired  a m ean in g  th a t w en t 

beyond th e  m usic itse lf  and th e in ten ­

tio n s  o f  its p roducers b e ca u se  it is a 

so cia l con stru ction . This article  an aly ­

se s  th e con struction  o f  ro ck -’ n -roll, 

p articu larly  th e  way it w a s sh ap ed  in

th e  so cia l and  m u sica l context o f  p ost­

w ar A m erica ch aracterized  by rapid 

so cia l ch a n g e s. It sh ow s th at a  m usi­

cal style like ro ck -’ n-roll is not the so le 

creation  o f  g ifted  artists  or shrew d en ­

trep ren eu rs  but fa r  m ore the uninten­

ded  o u tco m e o f  intricate pro cesses  in 

w hich m any d iffe ren t acto rs  are  invol­

ved  an d  in w hich  cu ltural boundary 

c ro ssin g s  p lay an im portan t role.

C hoices o f  th eir own? Musical 

p referen ces and m edia involvement 

o f  Flemish youth

by  Frank Stevens

In so c io lo g y , tw o  co n trastin g  view s 

ex ist on a e sth etic  ch o ice s. O ne claim s 

th a t ae sth etics  b e co m es m ore and 

m ore a reflection  o f  personal traits 

th rou gh  th e  p ro cess  o f  individualiza­

tion . A noth er v iew  c la im s taste  to be 

d eterm in ed  by th e  structural and so ­

cie ta l position  o f th e  individual. This 

artic le  in ve stig ates  w h eth er one can 

d isco ve r ev id en ce  fo r  such a  structural 

d eterm in ation  in th e  m usical p refe­

ren ces and m edia invo lvem en t o f  Fle­

m ish youth . The resu lts show  th at one 

can m ake a  c le a r  d istin ction  in girl 

and  boy cu ltu re and  betw een the 

ta s te s  o f  y o u n g ste rs  with a d ifferen t 

so cia l b ack gro u n d . E specially  ed u ca­

tion  seem s to c re a te  an im portant d i­

v ide in th e d eve lo p m en t o f  tastes . This 

is in acco rd a n ce  w ith ea rlie r  research 

ab o u t the d iv is io n s in eth ical values o f  

y o u n g  peo p le  in F lan ders. M ore a tten ­

tion  shou ld  be paid  to  the relation sh ip  

betw een  eth ics  and  ae sth etics .
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Individualization or sexualization? 

The sexu al life-world o f  low- 

educated Flem ish youth

by Tim Vanhoue

This a rtic le  d escrib es  th e  im p lication s 

o f  individualization  a s  a structural or 

so cieta l p ro cess  on th e  p ercep tion  o f  

sexu a lity  o f  lo w -ed u cated  Flem ish 

you th . T he q u alitative  research  co n ­

sis ts  o f  26 w ee k s  o f  p artic ip ato ry  o b ­

servation  in tw o Flem ish Secon d ary  

Sch ools -  on e c la ss  s tu d y in g  ‘ Sc ien ce 

and M ath ’ in a  g e n era l seco n d ary  ed u ­

cation  sch ool and o n e  c la ss  stu dy in g  

‘C o o k in g  and H otel M a n ag em en t’ in a 

vo catio n al seco n d ary  ed u cation  

s c h o o l - a n d  22  in-depth  interv iew s 

with pup ils  ag e d  17  to  2 1 .  F o rth e  low- 

ed u cated  y o u n g sters , th e p ro cess  o f  

ind ividualization  on a  cu ltu ra l level 

se e m s  to find its co u n terp art in a 

sexu alization  o f  th e  you th  p eriod . 

Through th e  em p h asis  on th e  physical 

and tem p o ral proxim ity  in th e ir  life- 

w orld , the d e g re e s  o f  freed o m  o f  the 

resp o n d en ts  a re  im m ed iate ly  co n su ­

m ed in an in d iv idu alistic  an d  sexu ally  

h edo n istic  way. The lack  o f  reflexivity 

and ( lo n g te rm ) c o n se q u e n c e -a sse ss -  

m en t com b in ed  with th e  im p erative  o f  

se lf-p reservatio n , d u e  to  th e  lim ited 

p o sse ss io n  o f  eco n o m ic  and  cultural 

cap ita l, oversh ado w  th e  im p lem en ta­

tion o f  th e  ind iv idualization  p ro cess  

on th e  m icro-level.

W ebgrrlies

by Marjolein den Hartog

W eb grrlies  are  a  g ro u p  o f  te e n a g e  

g irls  co m m u n icatin g  by w ay o f  a m ai­

lin g list on th e in tern et. In th e ir  m ails 

the g irls  d iscu ss  every  a sp e c t  o f  th e ir 

lives with th e ir p eers , and th ey  are 

very serio u s  ab o u t it. D oes th is  grou p

fit in with defin itio n s o f  m ore local 

youth cu ltu res? Do th e se  g irls  have 

su b cu ltu ra l ch a racteristics  like a  co m ­

m on se t  o fv a lu e s  and n orm s, a  u n iqu e 

sty le , and a se p arate  ch an n el o f  co m ­

m u nication ? It is ob vio us th a t new  ru­

le s, v a lu e s , and norm s are  n ecessa ry  

on th e internet. D em ocracy, a  frien d ly  

a tm o sp h ere , and  h onesty  co n cern in g  

th e ir  identity  are W ebgrrlies va lu es . 

They a lso  have com m on  style a ttr ib u ­

te s , a lth o u gh  th e se  are ch a rac teristic  

fo r te ë n a g e  g irls  a s  a w h o le . D espite  

th e h etero g en e ity  o f  th is g ro u p , th e 

g irls  have on e com m on  in terest: th ey  

w an t to  co m m u n icate . C o m m u n ica­

tion  is th e ir  style . Every g rrlie  has 

eq u a l a cce ss  to  co n versa tio n s , an d  th e  

an o n ym o u s and tem p o rary  a s p e c ts  o f  

th e  list are  a sa fe  w ay  o f  sh arin g  

th o u g h ts  and  fe e lin g s.

Living between tradition and 

tem ptation: Shifting identities o f 

Mulsim girls

byA ukjen  Doornbos

M any first gen eration  M uslim  girls in 

the N etherlands regard the Islam  as  an 

im portant elem en t o f  their identity. 

Their com m itm ent to this religious fa c ­

to r even su rp asses  th eir identification 

with the culture o f  their p aren ts ’ co u n ­

try o f  origin . Here thirteen h igh er ed u ­

cated  M uslim girls sp eak  ab o u t their 

everyday life decisions on top ics such as 

the consum ption o f  alcohol and fast 

fo od , fash ion , film s and television  s e ­

ries. Though the outcom es o fth e ird e c i-  

sio ns show  a  g rea t variety, the girls ap- 

p e a rto  be very sim ilar in their relig ious 

view s. Their argum ents indicate a  shift 

from  a religious com m itm ent regulated  

by rules and m orals tow ard a m ore per­

son-oriented  and developm en tal inter­

pretation o f  the Islam .
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