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tion of the question the researcher has to answer. Completeness concerns the explicitation 
of domain, variables and relations. Interpretive research usually starts with the explicita­
tion of a domain and/or some sensitizing concepts; research results can be viewed as the 
replacement of sensitizing concepts by a network of observable phenomena and -  however 
sketchily -  relations between them. Transformed into ordinary ‘variable language’ such 
results can, in their turn, constitute the problem formulation for quantitative research. 
The usual dilemma of whether or not to formulate in advance the research problem is sol­
ved by relating the explicitness of the formulation to research phases. In this article several 
other aspects of problem formulation are tackled: the functions of a concise problem for­
mulation; the difference between research goals and research problems; descriptive ‘what 
is’-questions versus explanatory ‘why’-questions. Many examples are taken from recent 
Dutch interpretive research.
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