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The growing attention nowadays focussed on the quality of streets and squares makes the 
public domain often less public. Some categories are explicitly included others are more exclu­
ded. A new wave of regulation accompanies the design-process in reconstruction and impro­
vement of space in our cities.

The homeless as potential tenants
by Jan Hartog

The main orientation of social housing organizations in Holland is to regard the homeless as 
socially and mentally handicaped people. This is in line with the socio-scientific paradigm 
dominant a few years ago. According to this view they let houses on basis o f a ‘ABC-construc- 
tion’ to welfare organizations who on their turn give shelter and support to the homeless. The 
homeless are stuck in a form of conditional housing. Holding on to this paradigm and the use of 
the ABC, combined with a development of commercialisation and privatisation in the social 
housing sector, gives opportunity to the welfare organizations to develop themselves as semi 
social housing organizations in a ‘new’ niche on the housing market.

Dutch social housing organizations are reluctant in offering sub standard housing for the 
homeless. On basis of legislation, market demands, company tradition and sector history there 
is a culture of offering high quality in standards of housing.

In addition to previous articles in the Sociologische Gids this article concludes that social 
housing organizations should change their policy and offer cheap and sub standard housing. 
This can mean an adequate contribution in preventing homelessness in addition to other forms 
of social housing policy. A demand for such form of housing is present, especially among 
groups of ‘residential’ and ‘potential homeless’ who don’t need any support of welfare organi­
zations.
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