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The centenary of the foundation of' the Second Geman Einpire in theHall óf" ,
Mirrors at Versaille~ on January 18,1871 ,was no occasion for cel,ebration, "
but it providéci 'at l'east'a.n bpportunity to take stook of the vast output of"~

writing on reoént' GermÉt'rî his176ry and draw up a provisional balanoe sheet.
My conclusion, after reading a s'~ore of reoent books (some of wi,ioh i ~ is
oharitable to pass over in àilënoe),is that we hve gotten about as far as we
a.re· ~ikely:to, reach along the.road..,most, .historians have tXQdden, ainQe ,1.945" ...
and that t1+~' lI;ime has oome fO:r n~,!, ,directions ,and new,go,a.ls,.
In saying thi~ I am not, of "oo~se,pr.es:uming to pass,j.licîg;_.n;i~ijt on a genera- "
tion ofhist<;>rioal schol~r.ship-'.Notb.ingwould be mQ,ra, 'arrogá;ni. or futile. '

,. • ~... ...~ •• _ j ..... L

Whateve-r ;else, the intense preoocupation of hist,oriQ.n,s.sinoe, 1,945 .with the
Nazi experience-its origins and antecedents as welî as its rëvolting bruta
latieB":"p.a,~ brought together ~ mal3,s ofdetailed in;fomation unequaled for
any oth€r ,comparabl~ perio4,ofn~~tory.~therit has brought more urider
standing is another question'.!?, any oas~:;we ma;r, ask ièeth~r the l.a-W: of di
minishing .returns is not l!~,girming to ~:per.ate,wl§lther'hiàtorians are not
starting to sorape the bOt-\iOTIl of, the barrel ..When the Olympic GaIIjes·,'of 193.6'
are dredged up and exhibited ':in full a:ëäf 8rS "an obsouring la~é'r,...,9f· slÏi.J!lIIl~
ring froth on a noxious wave of destiny;" ,it is time to oal1 a h~l t an4. a.e..ic,
where all this is getting UIiJ. : "" '. ,', ",", ,',' "

I shaJl ..~noQ.9u1?t, be to'ld that 'thera is always s,Omething to "bexetriévéd.jrorn,
th.e ',:l;n~xhaustÎib:le reservoir of 9,aptured Germ~ul ,doou.ments.The question is: ,
wha~',~!,lq:how muob .In the end, lit..Üe is gai.neq.Ü' their :ex~lo:J:'äti6n ,be'come,~ ;"
a meoq.anical , industry providing raw mater.ia~ ,for anun,encUng series of",.. '
dissertations and monographs which only embetlishand'ampli:t'y what, we al-" '
ready know.Everyone is t,aware of the beastliness 'of Nazism;a few'mor'e i 1";' ,
,lustrativa faots do'ilot ,a.ad- tb ,'our loat'hing; om.Lhe ", cont:r.>ary, if ,they are
pil,ed 'up' inc'es,santly?ëhe ,- effeot ,may'bè te dUll rather than height,~n ,o:ur ré- 
vUis:tdn'-lJihi,s';t,ssomethi-ng Riohard' Gruriberger might have borne in mind be.fore;
he Eièf ~ao'outcorrip'ilirig bis huge scräpbOok of. the hor:L'ors' and absulitdities'
o:r~~~~~~' ~Tw-~I,v~~!ear':Reich";~t' is, a bit late in theJ day, for 500 pagesbf"
sco'rn;qontetnpt;and b:atred. .,' ,
In th'ef.êrîdYëveif the 'richéstvein of.;'gold-bea,ring ore is"bound to be ex-.:'
haust~d~lihát"':I"am'sttggeätingis tliat we are reaching-lf'wë .. have notalrea.,dy
reacliéd2.thê-~;Btá.gewheré the ·f'ew';'reinaitiing -nuggets~fio;l'onger:justify the
capitiÜ:'oufláy;'anà it is time"to sink' ne'w shafts in ciiffé1:ént,'territory." "
FurtheI;HQre;preoëcupations anä.:'preèonceptions that·'were 1111derstäildable in"
the 195ö~àré'ho 16nger neoessarily the best 'guide for:the 1970e.Confronted

:'-i~~- .:._'-_ .. , ... . r.~ .' .' • . .'. ... ;'.... _'.: ':: ...-
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Th_e,J?~.a~~.~f.. ~~.C:.~.~fE_..i? Eur?E.~a!.l: ...H~~_t.o~.y, ....
ed.by Gilbert Allerdyce
Prentice-Hall

The E::..entific Origins of National Soç~Çl.Jji:?m
" ;\j :,. .' . .ti _, .,

Daniel Gasman
American Elsevier A History of Modern Germany

.. -, - ' '.'.... . ._,-- ' .. __ 1840-.1 945 _,._.
The decline of the German Manda~inr:

F;~:~'t~~~~:~~t~~deiniC"'~~:~~~~;'~Y"'~~'~.~~,1 :~.?:...,:' ~;.~~;t:~( ;~~.~,.:~, ';~.:.~ .
Har:va:rrtl.!,..,)'~··· ':." :t'~··):; . ~,(':.' .,:; ',; .tT . Th\3' 'Ger-man.J)ibtatorship .

• ;:~'''.:;:;, <';:;.1. .!' ../.'.... ..'''~f.J ',' KarU;JJiet.r:ic.h,~:Bracher

" ..~ ~',~ :::...i.::-' -,.'. :' .~:'~ ',': '::transl.·bif::·Jean: Steinberg .':'
;~;,. '.:::·.c ;"J' .". ., '.,' .,. :'.: .;.,.... ,.':~ .:':j::' .Praeger:.';: :'.':':

. r ..• ·••..; '. • -, . :,'" .... , '.__-'..:.... '-,'....:.._--"..c.c-__:....-; ---'-_..;,. , ..e .•' '.' .. '.::

~n 1945 9Y the hQr~ij}yi.n.~· ~~ai.i-t.y.:6:i·Ä~i~b:~it~:e:~~: :a:~ls~~~1iistó'i~ia:~~'·b~~~:::;.,··::;
every reason tà cpnceh-frate' on the Ó"è"ri:fral" experifince öf Nàzisrn,:Pëdpl é "not ..
only wlshe'd: ..~q:: ~~6ir !i~~- :a~yt!lin~~ ~.ç> '~~e~.~.t~y c~u~'ii~:~rup:C ~o s\ldè1~hiy; they:,~
also wished' ':1;.0':. 'Kh'ow' ·wheU.er Nazïsilf was ~àn1.. aberratibn or the end product Of.' '.
Germar(h~sto·~/' ..\~(~ro~: '/~ ,~::,,, ... :. ~;.;. <;~~"'" '.. .... :.....'" . ~':,::<
Thus ~he inqu.~8t ón:,N'7~~,~sm:,:ipf'Jrg.~:ïq.. Y~:th 't~e inquest on. German history,änd: th(:
whole period Ti.~0D:\. )81!.·:~t9 '1:.9.4.5 ,b.f'~(t'}iil§~:t: scrutiny,,~ It:woill~' be' absurd to' "';'
suggest_ ~~a~. t1te,.·.r~,~ü):t'~nt·:èqr~'fê.~el~~'~·sw.erennp~toduc~~v'~,put i t ~s also
tru~. that: t~ey.:w,~r:~~·rnsi?irê~:,ca:13.. W1id~r);i;~ indignat ï?n J::r:esen~~ènt and "part i .
pr~.~" a~,.by. ,d:i:,ji.~r~,e'rê·~·ted .sêa~9!ï'-·:(Ór- .!i~...sto ·i9,?-:I.: trut!l.• Epglïsh and Ameriëé1n
historr~r-~'~:(.c.p·~.ir~èètG~rii:län history J'pri-:t.:Iiy, :~;r:.9-ot.s" 'of'N~t~öil?:~, SoCialism;
surViving' Germari historüms of an 'Jo1.ä.er···gèn~·rat'iori 'iridi'gpantly rejected the

suqg~f3t~=qr:.. )i.~:a~i Nazism w,:.s j.nhere:r,tt;:;JE. q~;rma~ :~i~~~~if .è.?d:. sO}l,~t ii-!ste.'ad
to sh.ow:. t}ia:t; J~_~Her:'p s.e~zul:e of, P.9:V::.EF !1~~"~;:i,3- m~s.~o:r:tur~, ..tha.t m~ght. 'gefall
any :.peo:~:(~ '~B-: J;~~'~ JIiop;ern. agé~Left.~'it}p~g "W:r-i ters .irid~?Ï;'8d~·th~;Né1z~'s .as instI'll':"
ments of Germ;~jl.:caJ)i.t.alis:m;~her,ignt;:yipfs maintairi~q..~hat,.ön' .the, c,öfi'itr~r;y;;,:: '
they ,climbed t(:~ po:w;~ii:9n th~ sh.oül..a~ts of: the Ilmalsf:3'êe'~"meSnieri~ed~:nd:b~;ri;;'; ,.' ,.'
boozleéL by' Hiilerl·:s·ci~iiiogögy.'·· '.. '.' .,,,. ." . '. ': ,; ·...'Ju • I",.,

• _;:':' .-.. r !.!1. ..-;. " : ....<;:-:.<.:.. ~':.~ ',' .~.,.

When the dust. sett;J:e.'s;r:the verditirt,pndhéS"è. controversies is likely: ta'~b'e·.r..k, j.

thai; ·they. engenclereè:'; mo:te heê3;'t thän light~Nor',more:s1Jl.rprising~y,ha.s;.inuc:h:f3.> .

illümd.nation oome froIn yhe atteinlJt .. :tp.fund.è"Tstand: Nationiü Socialism'.bY. liftt-;
ing i tout', o·f· its hi-st:oribaL setting .and tr.eating.i t instead as ·a pari;icu- .
lar maniTestati.oriof 'a"world-yr:i'de{ ;f;rendt t'')wäI'd .fascist ·or ·to-tali tarian: rul·e·~~.

The debate on fascism is justifiable in i tself and hasproduced. s.9me' li.v.a-ly.·'f"
wr~ting!b~t one ~a~:oiJ.ly:: to· ':read' '~~eusE:!fu~:l Goll~ctio~ of re~rese~tati,Ye.{~ ..... ;
essaA{S<ed~ tJed;. by..;G1.1hert.. ·AlI.err:.d.yce·,'rl;o se€!!:that ,b1.stor~cally,~ t .rafus.es. .;aa~1 ;, ,: ~

many queB-'ti\6.b'&b~$ '.'it.'~a·nswen:'s.. FoJ',~one !.tb.ilig~;'as .Al1erdyce points ·ou"t::,;.i1;.-Jis:::,.>.';"
still .a.h··opéw:'.q!uestioni'·:Vliliether Nazism"'as ~mo;st :w'.ri t:ers have' assumedf-twas .the:, ".
uI timáite' ~'tftilff;iil'lment")of.. fas'cist .pat:en:j;i:al.itie.R I.' or 'YThe:therit waf!. .r.eally:.)"', :;";r

"ari·:O:".:~ë·ratio111:t.rom 'fá"sc'ist rior,ms'!;.And if; it': 'i~:'agr.eed·.thatfasciam: is;~,n' ",.i~·

ad~q~:te...~g§.~aç.15l~!~§.:.t~:.9n_.g.f.JF t.!~!:.~.s, m~.y.~~.5lnt in ·i,9.2}).~h~re. is.. ~ti~~_.!~e.
question whether :i.;tl. éi,?pu,:r.ai;;el.y ~,e$9..ribes ~0h~: Né7?,>,.diptato~ship .a.s,..i~ d~.;v;~l-

d ft 1933
' '.' .1•• ' ,.. ,-...... ,I '.1.; , .r~., ..l..... ..."'.1.,, .,.... -"ope a er - ..---- -- _ ..

Until such basi~ questions have been thoroughly ve'ntl]"~t'~d/wibh'":i~'j do'~ ··th€!
ca.s~ .l?.Q_.. :fé1.r.,jj; .. is upl.i~~J:.Y...1ha..t_it~.~~ra.:~ ..~~_clies~f. .. :f.a.~s:j.sm will..~~~~_. much
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new light on t~especif~c p~ob~ems of G~~àn. ~azism.What ~e necessa~,is a_
rigorous .atJ;'Uctural- compa:r.isQn of:ali different. fascist .. (oi".: putatiyel..y·.< . :' ,,:.,l
fascist) ·~.ovem,ents. oni: ~h:e' }Jasis of a: 6aÎ'efl).1 ,analysis: Q,r ai.h ,á.:vailable,--evi-.: .. '.
dence,,,:U~!(j)~..;iïu@t'e~y~the., pidne~ring :ef~:9rt8 :of- Nol te and 'W'~rer ;,t<bla..y;·,the 4 ' .
foundatjt.qr:H:~·.,Of.: "SV:ch: an ,an~lys'~s have"llS't be.en syst,ematical1y foll.owed up... ,:
Inste9-p,tJVe,·À&ve.:!had-, a ,spats o.fendle8~ly repetitive:aocOl.m'Ûs, IQose.ly strung
together.,;(>.;f .,the. >e~terná.l history of ·.dH'ferent furopean fa~.è~st movemBIlte,
of nch :a.~'Jl.Kedward's is the,la:teRlt, ~md. ~rguably tl1e' worst,'
The trouble,as Allerdiêé~sáys,is thaihistoriàrls,in~teadof relating the
facts to an intelligible. conceptual patter.n; i'use thê term ffasc'iet iwrth....
out agreeing how to def:j.ne, i t lf ,:viq.ile.,sociologiát ,pàyqholqkist,~ anQ. philo
sophers "interpret fasditsm in te:rms of the:l.r ,own })óJ.;:i,tical. beliefs" ~nd
"find in it.s sordid hi~toriY confi~àtiQl1 of tlieir ownoprt1:ohS".No ·wonder
that Mr.Kedward enda his. desultory .sûrV~y wi,th the-chaf?tenin-g, cóhf~Bs,ion ,
that all lfthe real diffictilties of. in,ter.;pretation apd historical, understan-
ding remainlf ; . , ; . . :;<,~,

The curren:t preoccupat~on vti th fasci.sm has also reinforced the tenq,ency,
already strong~fot historians to lookfor ~bstruse,~econdite,and,ifpos
sible,psychológicai explanations o.f the GeI'Jllan descent into National So
cialism.There was a time when I was much impriessed by,this iihe of thoug;ht.
Perhaps I was c~joled by the 'brill~anqe_q% its early expöhents.Today I am
not ·so sure. It' is easy to see why wrJ, te;rs, 's~ruggling to disti.],.l .t~e ,es~ ;' "
sence o:C:fasbism f'tIom a multiplióity of' fo;ru1s and variations. shqtiJ.df mo~e, 1 -

away fr.qmAhe conC:l'ete to .~the abstract and from the ~istoricai' tö the psy
chological.But whe~·T am told that fasbism is;in thfJ last anaiysis,a state
of m~n4.,mv repiy is that it is a ~ong way from a state of mihd tot the oon
crete realitiY.· of Bel~en ano. Ausàhwitz,and the :road is 'hot quite so direct
or weIl slign,posted as peopleseem to assume.Nolte'a faUious defin:1.tion of
fascism as rtresistance to ·transcend.ence" may be profound;,but just ~hat
it tells us.a.bout theNazi sE;l.fzuie of power ia, not self-evident.·. ."

It ià now thirty years since Ro.han Butler inauguratedtÄe endless search
in the:'great quarrY60f Ger.man history for the"intellectual origins" of
Nationa:b ·Socialisin.Since .then the i.nt~llectual h;i.stori~ns·ha.v~. had a .
field:- day. F.r.liltz Stern directed ,us :persl~asively to the· ·cul tural pessimism
of Langbehn and Lagarde ,t.he emergenc~ of ,a pervasive Social Darwinism,and
Moell'èr van q,en Brq.ck;:'s vision of a l.IThird Reich";Mosse turned our atten
tion tQ."the':"Volkish ;interp~e1ation of history" and the "Volkish ideology"
of the,Ge,rm.an:iYouth Moyemeni(o ' .
These>wer.e enlightening stu4.iE;ls, but the question is where to stop. Search
the libr,arxe~iand you will fin~ hundreds of.obscure G6rmàns'~ho sQx~uled

obscure andil'ic..timinating thOlÏl.ghts,among. them .:?rns"!; Haeckel,the once .fa
mous exponent'o;,~n explodedpseude-scientificmY1pology.Eventually his :
forgotten ·corp~,.was-1;>0).u~d to be exhumed an,d.·exhibited as still.. an,other8 '.'
archpri,eat, of G.eman infamy,and this ,is wl;t,a.t" Daniel: Gasman now has AOl'},e., , .
And then. there 'is tha gre.at an,onymois col;J.,ort of. ,ppofessors, the "man,da,.~ins(" .~

of the Geman :,a:cademio· eS'ta;bl,ishment. As a "body, perhaps ,they we,re .JIl0r~ ço..~:- ,t'J :
formist, .than wië'ked;'t!ut ·were .they not ,nevertheless, through thei· aba,~9Pn;.. " ., "',
ment of "intelle,ctuai:resP,QnsSl--pilityJ,'.,i:the .gravediggers of· the:Reima;;-.,J}e:i.. ", ':, ...
public?So ~ritz Ringer would have usbelieve,andhe .isa.~aJ;lo~:immen~;e.:L"·J..,;~:
erudition•.Tc m.e.,l-'.!,'Co:rrfesl?;,,~~:,iSOunds. SUS;:P3;ciously ~ikebtam,ing the. defec~.B.:: ',c'.:,
of American e,d:ucation for My Laieln a vq.gue,transcendental way it may;.~vE!n" .r
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be true,but it is not very illuminating.
No one<Lca)1::.fail' to admire the erud!hti'on, inguinity, and" c"ombinat1~ë 3kili" of
these re-c611'dité:.; ~&says in in·telLéctual history. The pt'oblem ëibeut::·-'tnèm, a·s';·':... '
J .p~Stern.~lia~j:s·ais,is th~t' t·~~jY.~~~pe:nd u~on "an apri90iÉlt~6 ~on?e?~, ci~~.~á.uc.::..
8al~tY'.whOS-ê.,a'ë;::tual work~ng.'l.s -shroudêd ~n myster·,r." . No· one; fO'!'·.'-examl)le, "'.: .
is like1:y' t'(pdénythat ihe 'pf"evalénce óf'crude "söda1.' Darw·inist'ir;:bélièfs: :',-.
among 'the educateG,' (and' semi:':'educated) German middle·: classesmaY'~hëvè~'b~en:~':
a precofidi tien-one.. préèondit Ü>h among· inany·-for Hiilèr I á success.Bilt: wh·en···
Mr.Gasman describes-it as "one of t'h'è'most important:causes for the··:risi···
of the Nazi- mevem'érit"(the underl.ining·is mine),r €lan' only 'reply that·"he ïs
making-'a grátuitous: lep.p· in the dark. . ..
This ±s ;not to say thai : Mr'..Gasman: is not an inteiligenf and perèeptîve
writer when'h'é sti6ks::tó:'his last.I! he had been cónten't t6 give' 1:1S 'an ac
count 'of 'some' of: the :·~berratiorts···of:pseudo-science at the turn of tlie nine-'
teenth ·and,:,t'w-é!1ti:e-th·céhturies-'-thè,pe were plenty' of them, in England and'
the-'Urtit'èd; S.t'at€B.: as:' i'TE§I.I;·às ;!rl~:GeÎ'nl'anJT ;'everfJI. bit' as absurd as the "monism"
Hae':}hel affered as a solution to the "riddle of the univers"-we should bè
in hi8',;dëbi-'Htnis when he'· tri'es to drai-T a line .. frOln ..Raeckel to Ri tler 'that
doubt ureeps in.No one deniesthat Hitle::- picked up·' a"'smattering öf-::Haeok-'
el' s ideas somewhere' along the line .His mysticà.l' bëlîef 'in the ':la*ä::6f,:·: '.' .., !l.::
natureias P.E.Schrammhas pointed out,was not~tng but "avariant of' the""·::· .....
monism· so common beföre the First World War." . ·But i t is another thing C;,,: .<'

to argue~'as"'M:-,Gasmandoes,that· the "fundamental presuppositions" of':Háeok-" .~

ells evoluti0riary lÎlonism:'Wre "bbviously" arid nlnè.ll impottant respecta
identical with those of fascism 'and National Socialism" arid' that thëre iá
Ban uninterrupted liné of development from' one ·tc the other'~'" .,.'

The "m!3thodological fallacies" .involveel. in this Bort. of argument have' been,
point~d out .c0:q.v.incingl~ enough.:in Schrariiinis qQok~~'·a. study of Hitlerls ..
personalitJ~ i t ~iIJa;y not b~ .the... last wordy'bil,t i t "dQ~s'rat least make cleár thee, .....

.! ,. I .J..-. . _." ,": • _ . _.. _.. ~ . • • '.' •• •

futli ty of tryi:q.g t.o Ilexl?lain~1 Rit;ler by. "foG~si~g on ..his petty bourgeqis . ~,

origins" andllèäriy·env.lro~me~t";6rof attempt:1ng" lIto"locate Hltler in terma ,
of inte~le'ötual'hil:!tory';"Hitler I S In::l.nd mäy ..have .. been:a 'rag 'bag :öf the· hàlf":' ..'
baked ph'ilosophie·s:·of. his"youth, but "his m6st·· èssential charaötéristics"'''':: .. ,
Schramm insists,"were sJ;hgti.lár and·uniquell·~It:.fonowsthat"all attempts '.. ' .C,"

to trace :'HiHers ·ihtè:Ü:ectuá.l ll±story from- one or aflOther 'S01:lrce árEl·fore-: '.
doomedr! - to' failure heoè.use 'thè· d'ecisive factoy·:was not' thê dervation 'of :'.
his id-êäs' but the ent:l:rel:y'::pè:tstmal r;ördëf and logièÜ 'hè ~ itiip'ésed upötFthem
and tb:e I'groteeque c6rnbinations"·.into 'whichJ1he a$bitrareiy· forced:'thenï ll •.

Nothing is easier than.to range through German históry;picktng óut·indi- .
viduals"äild mbvements and labeling ··l;hem· jiproto~Nazill~Sch!:la.tnm -sh6wEl~I thiruC'
convincingii.:~that':"the Ritle:!J probl'em simply.:c·anriot 'bé ;·forced into that '.,
frame o{ re:~~;rencell·tAnyone whö" looks closely' át thè: evîdetidè, will ' soön
disoover; thät:t.Eië "!nost .strikiilig tliing·ab6ut-, tlie al1egêd preóursors ·of..' ...
Hitler'rls ithe wáy:;'they eitlilp "stopped'··sl:ioit· of his èliá:racteristicf' attitudes"e'
or were"1ïeid"'át artrls ,. léng!ili.~~'by;'·ihe' Näzié .Háéckel'·himsEüf,Mr.Gasman con";'~ ; :{:<:

cedes;ndid.'Jnot"figüré-::·in:~Nà~ï·:pJ:;opaga;rl/iaas a·',..ma·jor~·prophet· of .National .
Socia;Iism·~'1T"Furthermbr'è; faro ·from··,tfillre being "ah uninterrupted linë..:of
developm~il'li?';~tli.e;'MofiHit':Léagt:i.è.!.wl1i'éh\Häeck~l·.founded: in.· 1-906 "undervient" i ......
a sign:tf±cafit.i· shifi!·.1 from d ra'clsiIi ·ari'd VoüCisrri:' in: the -direetion of radidl . (' .. '
liberalîsiIi'~:':öetwèeii:"r9~ 9 -and-'1933 ~ .... ",".' .>'1;: .. "" ... .' . !'<. ......
Nor ft:-Hasóke~;;-ah":exè~ption.MoellE!i>~;irá.n·'den: 'Bruok; liumes:IA::atingly d~~0I\i15éd.. ; ." ..
by MT~0à:srriàh äe ä':l"prot'b~Nazill;;ihaà'no use fór"Hitleii,a.nd ths'Nazis t'E3S.2;··: .. '
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HitIer bouwt aan zijn Derde Rijk.
De Notenkraker, 11 februari 1933
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pondëd.';by 'tei&diéit ing any' cönr.reetion 'bet'ween théi:i r.Flrü:·\i, Rèich' and..;;his.
IfMos~' pienib'e!..8 ;'6f' thè Yci~th'Mo'veme':Î1~'t1,M()s's~ observes'~~!'were I).penlY: hos,ti-le '
towards 1{átiorial 'So·ci~lfsmn,a.ndMr:Riilger scrup'uiöuéty:.r-ec0rds that If'the
orthodox maridärins di'd',not él.ç'j:;iveiy desire- the tril:liiiph .of ,the Thi'rd Rei,eh"
and~ere'not" ','.toblariJe,' fO'i: the actu~X propositions"öf.:National"Soeialist"
propág?-llda'.' .Tne honesty of these adrtJissions is ~dmirabl'e,...but th~y· seem. to ...
me ;athéi?i~Jcë sawi~f{ á:Way thE;l':;brancn 'up'àn which !YbUá.~e sittingjIf",as" " ;-':.
Fritz SteI'n :eÖneludes';'Moeille:r i s "'di,reèt' irifluEmeë ónthé'NationàLSocia.- ,
lists was ''.nót' very gtéath;and)f'hEfj~bf1ia:lfy;:r'8jeétëd'H~tlér,isit.'reaI"':' .,,'
ly meaningful to describé'the l~azi i3ëizure' o'fpower:·ih 1933 as the: '·'ul ti-
mate f'ulftllment of :his p:ro~heeie~'~:?',., , .... ','

To ~~py;'hi~to;~~né '.thè'se Q'h~~t\rat:Lons ",Îll seem' óhtuseiTb:e: quwstion at issue
they wilï·>'e.iüY"is~pot· '(l.t~ebt':'a:ff:fiiatio~but indii:'eöt influence .MqeIler,." :
the ;I,mivei'si~iY~. rimanaaI'î)1~'I', arid ib.·e· r'est· maynot"hà've beeif'dirèét,ancestors, ,:
of Näzil?'tn;bh~~ 'indii'~ctiy.::'thèY fo'steréd it~ by creatihg a diimá.t'~:. 01',. opinion'
the Ná.'i:is··C0Uld.;.'·ê:x~ibit·"'·;':.. r, ..' --..... ·;.~.:: .. l :,;'':';;

I cann'öt"wi tb. -i3-1l'-·:re.;q;èot'i thiplc: that:' i t:' is -a ve:fy·: góoti· anBwe~~Of Oo~r,se -.~,
there' w:äsa: èiimát'.~ of' opinl'è-fr,"iil whlch;giveî'l thë 'r:l:ght: dQ.ndo"ti'b11s'~Na:zásm:
tbJ.o.i~~~;~~llere. 'i's: :po:)'y~tèry ~~?~trthat~ Th-è r~al que~tHm:..iÈ!- ,whetheI'·"it had·
to thrive,'whèther 'given that~climate of"opnionthere-eöuld ha:V--ê"b.ee'p .na
oth§r .9u;tc.pme bu t the Third R,eich.To understand Na:zism: 'áh1i it13plaee --
in e:rrria'n b:i.'story 'itis 'ri,ebêssary to' take account nht, oniy'··of -the: sim,ila- .
ritàie..s' but. àls6 .of ·the";bbsé~l.:'é dissimmllariti-€8. EVen :ön."g'O; eentral. 'an' .
issue.1'LE!. ~~'~j.:'S~tniitism' tb..e -range-.'of :differEmce is pr-o:f'ound,~Hó-\i odd',.f'or:. \'
exampl~;,po·I:l.side:rhng' :'the "rö1:è anti":Sérriitism plays' in National. -Sj.cia1is:t,·:,:
ideology~Vth1'Lt"the,piotö~Na;Zi"'vTri,ter'l'Moeller bet'rays s'eareely' a ;sign of.'

. . ... . -. ',-... . r, .." "1, .' • •

i t! And Haeckel' s sö'lutiöI1 f'O:1l the"Jewish problem't was ·assimilation.lt·
is ,t'o 's~'y "i;Äe'lèas{, liffr'(üY: the same"aS' Hitler I s,:andI would.. submi t ·th~t .
tOJ,),:r;-,i,ng -~()thC togethèr::undé-rr;tlle oommon heading ó'f "anti-Semitism'!.,'a;s .
tho~gh. 'thèi'.e ,were nQ d'ifferenoe' between them, begs moer questions than' it,
an~v.e:r;s .. ... . .. .:' :" ';, ':- .. .' . "" '. ,; " ..

I do not for'one .. moment 'I,ü's.h ,ta-..sugg-E;1st .:,:t'h?-t the 4îsti~~lishe'~ h;stó~ia.fiS
who have sought,,:to. la,y b.g,r~ th.e .;roots ,o'f· National Soeialis,m .hävetaught ..
us riothing.F.ar. from ,it. H~' pJ.çi-f?:?hioned narra~ive aecou'nt~'of the pöli':" '.
tical events leading up to Hitlerrs.~e~zure of power,such ~sEriqh ~~kI8

"Histol'y;of the ·Weimar'E.epu:tJl~e'!,no.longer se.en adeqaate,:i,. t "is .because
they have :shown us-w:hat. w~'allf<?;L~~tiia'~ there. was more to Nazism than
eould',be r explainl!id. in~ tlità:'j;;· wél-Y. Th'is w~d~ning of vision >s à. major' aöhiëvè"-'
ment, but is does':"not:'w,ean{ t~9-t, :t;he ltLp.~. of approach .thëy', h.,ave· deve,loped "
can p.l'ofitably' bè, uséd fo.:re;ver,.:rhe s;!iUdy of theintelle'qtué'ü origins of
the Thîrd' Reich:' may be--; i nf'ini.:t;.,m;Ly s~gg~f?t:j. ve, buLlt is. nót J...nfirii t'el;r ,
pro'bativee It. makes:' us~ a,war.e of 'a hind;red reasoná>ihy Na:tional Socia,lisll.l
might· suddenlyeruptf,in: ..Q-e,r.Illa.pY-;~\1:t ·it does npt e~pla.in why it c1id,o';r,' l..'.

how'· i t did, ánd c-ertai~ly:dO'es. n~·t.·I>r-0ye that it, had to·.A~, Mr.'Ringer 'ratl;ter
woodenly but perfectly cOl'I'ectly puts i t, "at bottom i t is' baElE3 d on ·a. ap.;..
prop,:r:l!;a~E.?_ useot ..p;~e .logi~al, se9-uence in historical explanat'i.'on.n' .

Ralf ..Dahrendor;~Jlas wr~,t~.e·n',more caust'lcälly,of :"the ,tediousfog of.. ar-;- "
bitráf~rie~81l.. ~.~a~i:..~.ve·:tb:~~gs ,aJl: "~'tl~sf':"~Ht erai'y" analysi:~ .of. the' GeI'l11~:p': .
paE?t~, Tl:}.e P9~nt l._S not only,as ·Ml.ehael Hamburgé-r has sa~d,·that "no, .b.-~::" ..
tory. 'of ideas Can~'po:ä8ib1y'"get to '·thë:lieart Of 'aphenomenon dhat cong'i.s;t;~

.,.... .,... ,'.' ,:.ó:l:.':.. , ',':, ,.... ,,' ,.l, , . . .. ' .... '.

~', .



in the:~-d-enial of:reason".13More simply,it: is t-hat witi:tel'S··:.of'::ir-ftellè'.ctual.,
history,knewing the outcome, too often em'bark' on"an 'e'~ràtic~ 'chase":through"
the whOïe ::61' : Gerinan history" (thc phrase is J.P. Stè'rli!fs f'·fo.r ;é:x::I;n1Ei'ssions .
of ::op'tli'ó'n,:w}ü'Óh s'uppórt their diagnosi·s .Perhaps we 'should :nö't'-:7'take' too
serious-iy'a ·récent:Jwriter wh6·a.sS1ITèS us -that "Hitler1g later 'actions'and
at~itudeB 'w~re 'st'ro'ng:,y ~nfl~~nè~d..:by ~-his. reading of ~rl.May" ~ thè' German
wrl ter'of W:üd ·West flctlOnt but ·tl-d· one should be.,sUirpl':L-sed lf,confron....
ted by "BllCh st'a'terti'~ntl:i;we' arè· ....tem·ptéd to 'echo Dahr@ndö'rf 1s' des'cription of i
intel"lê8tuài· hi'st'öry;'ás "the catch-as.....éatdlcan of histori-eal.. scholaxship,
wheré 'anythirig· goes beoaueie everything ...is arbitrary. 1( ;:'". - ...' ,~~' .. :,'.

. ".. • r;. _. . .. t;

As. F~i~z. St~~~ __.has re?ently pcilinted out,t,he st~dy ~5 Gërman hïst'o~ has' :
s~ffî::~d. frem:'~ ~:?-:r:eJ: t . of "exaggerat e~ ex~ges:ts 11 • T~~t ' s .~hy ons t~s ~r.
wJ.th-'rellef·to·' HaJo Holborn and Karl Dle·trlch Braoher.· ;:TheJ,r. books. ..are.~ ..•: '
noi'rpä:!-tièulàrly exiting or original, but· .they are ·at.,leas-t .s·öbe.1" .and'[ i.:~:''':.
baláriced.Thêir task,as they see i t, is to sort and :Sif.i'··éilind,: set th'e :recio:rd
st1'5ight,not to propound challenging theories or novel;interpretatioris.
This may ':seem dull, but it is' iïnmensely.·useful.Anyone who has read.Hol- .
borrt"'áiid"'Brachnp will know the considsred verdict of modern scholarship ".
on what traditionnally havé been regapded as the main issues.At the same"
time they prÓlvide a yardstick b;'l whicht to "measure the resul ts of a .quarter
of a century of ·writing: ànd research,.,'; :' .,.. . L,f. ,~, ".
The-'f{rst'·thing to ·be said about 'Holborn änd' :Braohw1" is that,taken to-·.
gethêr, théy epiton.ize the' liberal Viëw,;,of···Gernian history- whichhas;~:pre-,:,"

vailed"s'i1?-0e 1945.In thiS sense,thèy"'set the s·ea'l on:a whole period of
histot:logra>phy.TheY also oómplement~··èa.6h'otheradriii:t'ably.Holborn .was: onE;! -" ..
of the···w:fsest 'and m·ost'·distiiiguishëd.')of the Germaivl±beral histörianEl '.:.; ._
who to~k'T'efugè;ïn ·tl:lB;·UnÜèd Státeê;,a.ft~Ï' 1933'.·Bracher, is' by' common' ;;','1. i-;
assebt.:.::.ihè.i:Iêa:din{f·flgUre ·in:·the subsèquen,t generati'ön·that after the war ;,.:'
broke w-lth"ll'hè"" pa'st-'bö-th' in niethod· and in':·its unfl.inching~resolvé' t~,: ~j:':: .:.
subj'ê-6t· i -the whól:e' Nazi experience, both i ts immediate' àlmpact 'and i ts 'long,-".:
term implications,to pitiless analysis.They share a basic liberal phel'o'-.·;::.'
soph.Y..:1p.1:Lt.·.i~.-\is ?-.J..d;.beralism tempered by a, keen eye for social.r~~.JitieB~

Bracher.,~aB o~e.of. th~:fi~s~,tp:Äiply the analytiqal tèçhniq~e~ ?-t s~çial ..
sience.::j;o thj~, hist.o!y,· o.f, "Natj.2.~al. ~ocia~i,~UJ' a.n..Ci ~olborri. 6.~~.tici~,~~ }l.:i,.~: "".
own t.ea.!'lhe.:r:,f~ilin~cke,.f.oF' undere,Stimating '.';t.he conflict of: sociä'l ..f9~rèes'r
and ove.:i::r~Hng ~'thf:1, p'~w(;lr o:f .~\lXG· .:idè·~Si" .,'. .~. '. :';... ..... .' .
It is ;8<h.éê-:raç,:tïf?:r.isti,ó o-f.-, Hol.p:pr~,.and. .Brach~r; thFlrefore:, tha,t whiJ;.~ in 1)0 '
way -ll.e~.e..ct~,ljlg; ..t4e :fin.din,g~:01', ·~~~lle.ctuaï .his·t,o~Y:,~_they con§l;i.·s~-~·.~tlY· ": .':', ..
tesist .. tloJ.~..,t.~ptation ta l.et·,it, ge·t ou.t ofboundl?~r-t is only necessary
to cOJllpa..r~:.:I,I~~J.bo~~i~',br"~~:t:t~'á~,anc~d,but:: Emt·ir.~li :a:c(~~qua.t.e.-i·emarks~':on .. '
Haeckel.,}'I';L.;tg:.l4r.~pasTT\~n,' s ejlCa:gg:Ç'3!a±e~ exegesi~' tp' së~r ~he ·dtff~t~.~c'e:·~Apd.~::.;
it iS;E?.9.'!l.a).J.;y:-. ch.srraFjt:eris.t~c~h?-t,.far ,from aH:dbuti'n,g t.hè "la.më_pta~le. .
weakness-',' :of the .G-erman bourgeQ:Lsi~ in.' t-h~ face q("alitoóraqy and' ·t.ot'alï.~
liar.~~ni~m~..t~,~:~,~: il1~:(Ü'O~s ·in:flu.enqe o/.. ~ri.tEllieri-tuals,' 'S1,lcJi a'~ t~pg'be:hn '.~
or Laga~dEh,he a.s-eri.pe~. i t:WLtJ;lOut ~hes,it?-;tion to"th.e .~l;re!'1gt4 of' b6,urgeois. '.' .:
class intere.E!-~'·"·'·" .:,:;'" '~.;;~.>.. ,.:;. ", .;.~~,.;' '.:',,'..,." ".," 'ï':'-'~; , .".' ',--

... ·;'r, •..

What lfc)11rorn"'and Brachèt-· :pût lfef-b:r·è :n.a',-in' short, :is:a.:reasoned;fair-minded ..
liber~i:r'l·lri~erpretati·dn.o1~ 'German hî'sto·ry.,·whioh carefull·y:r avoid'S :~ü,l ex
trem-ès',/Bt,lY i t~ is al'sá claar: that the antithesms: .Q.~; li'beraJ... his'tory ,for .,
theol is ·t1i'~ ;conservat'fiié 'ïnterpretation so prevalé-llt-'.in ·the'Weimar RépU-.·
blic and still a powerful force in the Germany of Adenauer.This is their
target,a~d their aim is deadlY.One by one they demolish the myths upon



WQich the ëonservative view of German hi~tory rests -beginning,in·the case
of Holbo'~ri~'with the old add ingrain'myth that Hitl-er would not have come
to p'ower i~ ~he·Vei-saii'les ·treaiïY had 'not imp'osl3d an into~ab1e ,burde'nof
reparafiona oh Germanyo . , ... .' , :",
In párticulár,neither Hölborn nor Bracher has anlf sympathy with the'dnbe ,.
fashionable myth that Nazism was a revolt of the masses.They establish '
beyond ~oubt· -B~achernaturallymore'speaifioallv and in greater detail~

that the hàrd core of Hitler's followinf was "the lOWèX: miqldle classes .
of townand oountryside".It may-be true ,that N~zism aUraeted"the drift~
wood" of'~(young,unstable workers ll .who voted for the first t~!3 after '1930,
but"the representatiom of·workers" in',the Nazi party. was alwa~s IIrelati- ."
valy .ehnalllrlE\Ten in IVIarch,1933,after theseizure of power,13raeher points· .
out, the Nazie ~n mäy working....ciass all:'ess polIep, less .thart. 20; percent .arid·.·
in some .districts less thah 10 percent of t~e votes,and.~s.la~ea~APri11
1935',-betwèen 60. ·and 70 perGent,'Qf' th~ shQp. ·~.tewards v0ted ~gain~~ the ::N~zi

t iek'et ~':, ,;' ,,' ";r

Thes'e facts are, al.so ananswr to the faç:i,le attemp:t tij,' i~~ntify the Ger~.
man people wi-th":National .so,ciali.sm..Rolb.orn hasli ttJ,e, to say,apout popu-·". (.
lar"rê~ista,nc.e t~. Hitier, bu,~h.e ~t';least ilraws attent.ion·t6 "the network..,
of smalli:oells" built:.>u:p by,SQ-c;L/3.1~J)em.ocJ?ats and Comm~!1;ists.over·11 a··ma·Jor::.
part of -Germany" .Bràéher,.is nrore ,speoif,:i,.p.H epaY13 trïr,ute. to: the., nf~r'. f~~:ir

anonymous, oppositiqIÏ,ll o.f the work~g, classes ,and ~t. tpe .same time ~ q\les,tio~s

the justidlication for the ususal concentration on the militäry 'op:position~', ,
which ft·did. ntt cansist.:at' alJ/'.,hefore 193& .,Not that, in oppos.ing t:i1e ,View,s" ,~, i
of c'onsèr.và.t·i:Ve histarians s-uch, as Rotb.fels and 'Ri tter,I;Iolbor.n an~ B:p~.çi:;Ler·
have in' any'" s-ense a left-wül:g' 9<!'proach,.Their main charac.terist'ïc, on ..t.he:·
contrarYiis thei refusal .ta :eQuniïl3nan.ce doctrinà.ire, one.. dimeiJ,1.$ionai ëx-
planations, from whatever .side ir4l3Y come. . ' ..

J;.p" ih~ 'f;i,pàl, analysis;Braohe:{ insists~'HitIer came to power: as a' 'resul t
: o'f 'a::,.~~~fi~F3 'of avoidabIe erJZ~f;rs~ ir: ~t 'these errorrs. carinot be reduced,as
bot!). ;fight-:-wing and left~win'g, Ivriters have attempted'to do,to· a single
forrnu,lä. or ~t~ibuted ,tq a' siifgle :part;y'~Ön the cóntrary,all parties and all
se~éA~~ .of 's~:i9i'et'y ~,~ie..irb:prrc"ated;~Tb:e· Communists totally misjudged the
si.tuatiori.The."}?o:öialpenîoc:rats werE3 passive and inert, crippled by a
"fe'ébl'e' pC)\'Te:f "a'rive"whiJiii' pfèveirB'ed' them from taking 6ve'r the reins of
gove..rnm.rl.1t ,.;i.J),,1939 ,and l_e.d t.o.."thei supine capitulation wh~en Papen put through
th~: coup d.! e~af··lI:J.· Pr.:u..ss'iä 'ïn':·1'.932".On the other hand,the"Nazi partywould
no~~ )J.q,ve sur'Vived ä-ta::L;L viithóut thé'·fillla.'r1uial support of-industrialist's
such'.a..s. kirdprf'and ThYsse.n,<tnd"-even at ',the end "Hitler probably could not·,
have coÎ11e :t.6' power1i e.xcep~ '. fo:t'i'~e intrigues and 'maneuvers oft-he 'slipp:ery-
right-w-ing:poli ticians ~~'óimd. H'indenburgo .
A~:thi~ an~l~~is shows;thè essehtial poipt,both for Holbornand for Bracher,
is t~e e:x;:tX'eml3 compl~xÜY'{)f'_tlfé German situation and the-·impOssibil-ity.of"
fiI:J.9:ilJ:- apy..sat:l.sfaCtory' :~X~l=~.'explanationof th..e turno'f','events vthich brought
Hitler tó'po:we.r.Br~cher :lS "éXplîcitly,Holborn implicitly,comrnitted tö 'fthe.
mutti"7ca~sal natu;e of :hist'arico-political pr~cessès",;On the ene side, t-hey.'
repudiate'the view thatNa,hÓnai Soc:LaJ.,ism was' "the logiCal end-product .
of àê'rmän·historical"dèvéo~niêht".Ont'he other,they insist that Hitler's
conquest of power was not, in Holborns words, lilt fortu'i tóus event". When
Brache1' t·elTs us'· that: Nati·onql' Soci·alism "cannot be equated wi,th Germ9<n
históry." aiid· yet at tbe,'same itime. 'Was completelyattuned to the :Geriii~r.i·
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si~t,ion'.',~ ,is. gi-yin~_n9t:kq~ ~l;J.at. "le must. not espect easy .a;nSrTers, What, . ,
Holb9?;1l an4'. Brac~er ar,e say,ing, iii ..eff.èç:t, is, that th~ 'wholé ·,.~rrt~i-:p:hse~ of": j: ~.
expl~ining..w;b.y ~~~sm _~a~p,ë~ë.~ ..'::whethi;r'; '!:~. see~}h~.·anaw~Ftin ~,~.é: ~~:é~'p'ie":' ...,
cesses of the German mlnd or ln the soclal and lnteîleciual cllmate ~n

the 192.0s .a.pd :1·930~7 j"s ,q.Qcmed t9 fail.u~e an.d th~ t thé in;6's~i?\re~'öan' :(l'~ is ,": ";
to dis9W!.~~~)w",-"i1;)1~p.pe~'~d.·> : :."">",~: .~.'.-' <.~::;:. ;~.',:-:' :::_I.:.'~" ~r:'i-:~:.~;::'7":, '.:::
The i'e'sû1t ia á"r~_'chl:y diffaP-éntiat,ed view of ,aerman,'his.t'o.'ry,.ma.~~~-i..,l)Y~' -""é;

delibei'at7èri' errrpiricaI-"appro'ach,a,,'deep .:Guspiciori of;;do'gm.atie. "conce:pt-q.~J; .' ,,,,', f~
csh~iïi~~ jan0-:-an : irlst i:ri6t i ve· 'collviët·ion--that t~re-.tTUth"lies: i.somewher~.. ·ifl;." ":,: '!-,
thé('m1d,~lè:~round'bëttieeln the conflicting interpretat.î,onsi.This,;is .1i'h~t, ,', -.
]raclier·',·óa.lls .,r·an intëg:tä.ting approacl:'~i.n..has-.alread.y,·won the higl;+es]';<' Jl.':

praiije~(HÖ'lb6tnrs ..boak· hás·~·beeh describëd"as -"the firieat. s:tudy of Qê.+'lIlaW'·; ~ .::.
in tb,é 'ninetèenth and."twerit1. eth .centuries in· any 1:anguag~",and ]ra,ch.ent· ,',.
book--~äEVb~en acclaimea,c'as' i:,' á masterpieCé··.of hister:ical, andpolitical .. , i;'.

anáiysis ff .' and :.llthe most "comprehè1f.sive' and illuminating account·;of:':NÇl.-ti~",:,· :):
nal Socialism to appear to date". I have no desire to cavil at these jl,ldg:: i~ .
ment'Ér-~GraiHéd :thënrbasic assuri!ptions;n'èi ther. book' could easily': be .bettered..."
Whaï"-j:<·a.i:ii 1-~àé·'·hi1?py aboat are; the 'basic assumptions ...For ::H.QJ,hQTPE? and .. :;'-..
]racÏ1'érTLike" -6ther-': hiSt01'iails , pperat è . cohsciousllll'. or uiicOnsciously w;i:t;h-inl.': ."
th~(·~-f.amê ör a··- partï.cül·ar ::phi.lösöph~ of:' hist.ory:· which. colQ,rs thej,r int.el:- .....,
l'e'ét~l ipproaëh find'det-ermiués theïi:brneth:od·s.We may' call· it··E!-:l.i·bera~
pb:Ü-ós:Ö'phy, and. the" queati'ön is· the~·:ad.~quq..G-Y of' i t.s underl,yin.g prfi3suPPo- '..
sit'J.'6há.;..·· '. .ï .• ;,' ~, " '.: :;; '., .' :,,:.,':..'.... .

In 'the:'fir~t -pl-ace,ons'·,ma'Y:·<i.uestion: 'the ·ad..equa:cyi .of,the m.e.thodologieal .:. :':1:".
po·~tül'a:tèS whi'chlIolborn: ahél Braoh.er adopt.To..:put .t.he:·.'record straight is,. '.'
all very ,*e1:lj but .. is i J:j ·enoU.gh?Adlni.fáble· as:j.s the•. e.ooL. empi~ic.ism,wi t:p. ....,
which-'Holb'or'n"áûd' BracheT 'üemó1:ish .'right;.:..wing 'and le.ft-.wi'ng my·ths, tp.~s_. .
does not automatically guarantee the. validi ty' of their, libe.ral· apprqaph •. :.....
When :a~aQher,for i.nstance,ins:i,sts that ..H;itler's cO,nquest of power w~s the ~

reeu:l-ji:· Q.:t:. "'.f? s~ries ..af ,av.oi.dable~·~rtaors",we may. 'weil rep;Lp:,wlth' 'Fritz ':St~rn,
that wli:en~:"l'e .:coII)€. áë:ross' ,?~, businéss.;Lr.. .wh:i,ch.lfav~idablè.e'rr'Ors" ire 'i3,1.'wayS· .
oQp_~m:qg, i.;i; i-s,.,:noti 1J<nrea,s.onq..ple ·:t6coh4~l(:te·tl?-a.t tlière mu::1t p.e·'Eiom'ethi~g\'''',
fund~mentalJ,y" ..w.rong;:"ii.th. 't~,ë' :Yl:q.ol e . ent~è:rï:>::::·j,se·<:T.o knmi "how", in' :s4órt, i-s ·.. ·l·

no sv,bstitu~e' fO;:I;', ~nór~~l)g ·!\wli~I~.,ancl.8..rië ·:Cl?:·lèft'-'~Ti th' the tineasY'su8~id~o~:.:'
that 1,ibepfljl...hi~;tori.ograpÄY., w.ith. i ts em,phas,is on ·thé sil1gularity' o'f ev~rits'i'

~. i~ J:~avj".l1,g .out [;, '~;ThoJ~e d:Liri·e.~sione ' " '.' ~, ...: .-::. ,.."
Meth.Qd0,lo'gi'cp<11y; again, ö~~, jüéii' ques'Üçin:. th~ vi\J.idit~ of 'Bracher:':s ."·'int'e- : ..
grat:ing .·a:RPI;Q.9.,è~'I~~~t'idoks at:ei+f?:t.·gl~ilèe 'l::ke:Jthe 'straight:t:0rward appli-'"
c~ti{)!l ::9_.f. t:q..e :rules of, ~soriimo'n ',sênsE3;b1-:-t ..it is iló~"perhaps,the 'èdnlmon '''sénse':
of::the ;~c.hoolboy \fb,o,,·-wio.asked the quá,.re. iiumber (bf '2,and,.With onë weB:':-,-'·! '.
rd:sher "Thi~p'ering 4 {ri' one ear,and a:n.Q,t.h~r w:hisp.ering 8 in the other,·.. , ......
.cau.;i.i-qusly··plurnped, :t;or ~ 6?The.truth.,is nö,:i, a. BOt:t

l
. of half-way house 'bét.w~el'l'·

'rtght.·gnq. ..l~f.t."still, .les.~ 'a:n 'as,sëmblél'g~ '..<;if bi'b3';'ancI pïëcéá fron1- 'thè' fep:e~":'
. . - ~ . . . . .' -, .,' .~. . ,.. . .,-

.~. t.o.r;Y-' Q'f [~..:rlte);·lec-t1.l~l, spcual",econoII\ic_ &~d....politièal. 'hi'storians ;'and' if' '. -I.
• J ~ .,I.. • • \." •• '.' -'. f ~~. . . . • ~ ..... '. .; .. 0·' • N' . . r ...

Brafcl'ier' s ·aocoun.t ,q{ ,tl;J;e .·.ç~~a!l: .. p<;tth ~~tQ ;~azj, ·-dï9t'a~orsh~~.··~s éxt·rá:0~di~·" ..
na'ril~ ·colPpl~z ar.l~ ·~n~l]i,cé?-te,.~~e r~~f?~~' :ma1. not 9~ ~théi.t· ·t~e.~f'àctS. a:r:~ too ... :
complipated._for cleaI'7'cut .,anSrTers;D1.1.-t: -t'hat he has féüle,d to' find, br' dé1:i-' "
berateJ,~,·q.~s~ai1jep.;4;r.Jl~ ~e~k~pg;th~ .~~t~~l~c::tuai .br~ter'i.~:'if~:lch ·'m.i~hf.~have •
enablecl, )l~I!l!!~.q, cutl'-.~ ,w~Y .. th;ro~gJ: t4~ ... m~~.(3~ . : _, .::" .... . ." ,., .. ,

"J' . . I • ,. _:. 0"';'" 0 • - ." -;.. :., :.::

The ~'~sû1Îlptfbri"from:"which:'Hólbö:r'll" al1d~Bracher·proceed is ,tha:t; th~. l'-le~~~-:-. .
sary :p~ëïimiriái-y \:rork'·Iiäà~bëën·'d6:fi€!'~nd-:that·-their·,ta~:rc is to sift at:4s.G~t,



not to break new ground ,but 'td.garnt3;r' the fl'Uitsof á gene'ratîón öf"liberal ..
-scholarshi;p.But :what if ·the last ge'ner-a,tion of ,hist:ö'r~ans{b,ecaU8Gofits ';pre-

~\ (.... ~.,.... .,. . . .. . . ..
", occtfi5à.ti'on wilth such .thJngs as the '.intdlectual roots: 0'f'·'Nazisrn;~ha8 by.passed

somè of....t:he 'c,enh'al ·problem.s?It' is use:fül to have the ,answètis ,tc 'the: ·óld:··
cpnt:ro\Tersiea:auth~rita'vély set out;but as one ,by 'on&"the protagoni'Sts on'
both .·sides ',~Holh'oo?n himself anel Gerhard ,RitteI';'" ,disappear, f'rom the SCène,
the cónt:roversi.es which SQ ei1grossed them begin to look staie:; and' threä.d~
bare. . I, "

Thi-s'. is t-rue,i,n, particular,of theispreoccupation with the genesi;s- oill.'Natio
nal ,Sacial,ism.There isno:';do'ubt:, i;ha.i;"thia,f'or Holborn and Brache'r,üjithe
central tllpead' -running'thr.bugh Gerniap'.his·töry since!:.1,8TO>ahd det-epminiiig'"
i ts pattern.!L.ike. the;postwar,.~libe'ral,hi's,tojl'ianswhö:se :w<::l-rR: they t8it'bmize,;
they are haun.ted b~ the ques,tipnpf: why.. G:e;rrpan lib;erali:s.m fp,j,1-ed ...wi t:p.stand;
thejfa:~f.b:ri~iàught.Th.i~':i,lil á; 'p~r·f.eq:ti'y +;g~~.l.mat,e. qu~s't't~n;bu{;: i t:i~. riót, -_.
n~~~.ssà;r:~I'Y .. an': ade<;iua.teYq,r'iiiJi.c.1é" iCor measuring.· El: whole ce:ptliiY p~rGetman .. '
hi~t9'~Y:'~''' .. ' ':'~,:~".'.'." .. '~~. ':>'. 0 '::,.' .. ". '; ';

When', ~O}p.9i;~\.:~,ell~ .u~I!;~P!;.:~;JCçi,.~p}e,j.!li~ the handJ'?:ok..?f ~egai' phi,lo~opllywhich
Iher~ng w,J;;o~~ b.etween t8.-17 ,ano. 1~8.4 had;. ti a devs.t~t?-ng J.nfl-qence ·on t.heevents
of .tl:lE~"Hi'1;:)..ei'.periocP·',".Jhepoin-t: is n9t orily t:ilá;C th'~s is a, s'ubjective.judg-:
nièn;~: ~h;~c1i~ç'a:rI;.b.~ nei.tJ;J;~r'provGdrnoJ' .di~.~~9Vëq':, ?~t'"mo;re' -seriously';t~a t ' .th,e --.
habi.~,- o( ;L9'Ok~~g.forw~'ra: tb 1933 :~te_veJ;ii .tu.~n, 6.f,,~ç;:erm'tn histpry. is b01,il1d '.
to r~:sllr:.. i~n §~ê.t;or:ti:9n';'P~rha~~. ,t,J:l,~. 'mos.~:;ie'véa'rinl:(fp. ..pf ~bo~.t-Bra,~h:~_:z.-'·s·.: "
book is tl;i..é:l.t ,~l;thougl;l' the' siib,,]'eot. :t,,~ ~The German D~ctato~sh:J.~",ye.ry,..ne,ar;Ly. ,
one-half 'cièals .1dth.'the period before 'ihere aws a, Gerlnan·,dict:a:t.ó'i-'sh,·fp~~á.nd.·
her~ agaip' tp:e' ciueuti:on:aris~:"s.:\~hëthè)<H;·~·isa so'1Ánd~'ppr;açhj;e~'r'èrie'-W .

. . .' . . .' .) .••. .' ~" • " ~ I . '._ '," . . . .

aperi9dof sixty or seventy yoars a~ ~Lough the o~ly criterio~, of;judgmen~
,... .. . , .. ' r "... . . . .. .' ...
is the, Nazi -terror,which' emergEld.:at ;its. close. . ,.".,'
No o,n.e 'in his' rig~t mind: is goj..n'i: to'·:Wr:i,. te,;. ö'ff Nati.oi'l,çü.. ··$.ocialism äj3 a' mere
episode. JnGerjpan his·tory. \1hat' I áW. s1.,l,ggest'ing, :qither, is that ,the, aimost "
obse:s~.${ve·, p,reocoU:pahon w1;:tih. tho C',llJ'iginsof N'at'iÓnalSoyiBlism" particu-. "
.lÇl..;r;'lY~·w1. th, i,ts intelleot-q,á1. 'orJ,gins.,hàT).ong outJ.iYed. i if? 'IisefulnesB. There" :

. a:r'é··;~ft'e,~.:.all;oth.,er què~·ti.9ns about Na~i8m.:of equ!3-t',if. not',gre9-ter impór-:- "
·tance' -fçr'.exärrlp],e,tts,IJÏlpact. an.cl lástl.ng .effeet~ 'on 't,hé iltruciure of .aérrrian
society":" and itsoJiïètimè~ seems as thougb, .the c~a.@ele$s preoccupatiön ,-vitb. '
its ~rigins is more a rëfiection of ài1 uneasy liberál'cons1ence than of an
unflinching concern to examine it from everyangIe.

Though Holborn and BraChèr' ä-re' toe> ,èx'P:§;;r:!:.en.cecL ~pd ..1.,~'yel..~Jaeaded, to 'be 'carried
, .awéÇy. Q.y:~ :t~~_...f?-.B~j,p·Ä~ble.'preQ:c,çiJ,p.at:iÈ.9!1.J.;.i·1;A. _the .'tl'ltf?:L).ectual ba.ckground 6f .,

Nazism,it remains true' tha.t·thcirwork-is'permeàted and colored by a charac
teristiccally liberal emphasis 0IJ:.c~'q.~e.~ .._~Pc'j:L9.:rigil'l.s,~Ac:.qo~di.:.ng,tq~.13~a.c:.l1er,
the tr1!11tJ..lJ1~.i;e:;:;.Q.~i.~Jr~_~':.:9f.:.~~g.1~:~nJ;~:J,..·SoJ:Jialism,rea:ch;Lng: ;trback to' the he-ginnwg
of .t.l.r~...Il;i;.n:e}_~~.:.rx.tP. __~.9.iln:i~:r.y·tr.~ wás ".the deep schism' bet'W.een Gel:'man and Western
po'litiGal thÓ'li.~ht..'.~ih.f:::.~Y~ii1ïJ:l.;j,.Jlgthat happened" i,h" the pastis held in same ..
way to be respo~sibl>;3' fbr' è\Vó0y't'h'in~ thàt'· happenM ·i.~ .the.f1J.ture"th?::s ~té!-te
ment is, perhaps, ui-lexcèJ:l.tio·nábl:Ei. In arty oth.E?:;:',;.~Eln?_e~_.~t..':res:t.s;like.Holbo~.'.:s

att-èm:ptto":8ad:dlè'-Rud:o"l.fi-!hEf.;r.i:D-g:jh.t#;.,:p.é.$..pQ~îbi.J,<?:-:~Y.'...:.roX:; ..Ç~;L Sahmitt: and,
Judge~'FTeiáleril:.qni;~:~:i?~.I.I!.m;:i;Q'i,l~.y"h.;i!Q.it: p.~ILneA t~e::r' hè !lrov~d: 'nor. dispr~)Ved·.

For one thing,it assumes that the Western (English,French,Amerid~n1~fórm

of political democracy was th(';:.o.:w-Y'riq.;r.k'?-:t!le~'-n.i<Dd.~J:_?:~.:~'h§::t th~:ge~?-~~.:L::. "
"Rechtsstaat" was bound to "degenerate_1.,;t.:fi.1;ö: se1.f'..f,dEH:;.:~ruQ-ti va .(J:rj..~i~n~:L.::i:~;Y:'.

Aa Fritz Stern has pointed out,neither proposition is self-evident;but they



, colorBracher 's' ;view' of a century of German history'.
~,. More 'fundamental;~wever,:is'the intellectual' bias whî'ch subh:as1;a't~mentre- 

veals;,the im:plication tha the'moVing force of histo:ry~is '±deas,rather thán so
cial .relations, or fundamental struc:imral changes, suah 'as wer:é: prodused by
the 1mpact'of industrialization.lt would not be difficuit,i~,orie BO wished,
to ttraee' the so":"called "schismtlbetweeh Germany and the' WeliiPbaèk 'to the:'
twelfth:century;but what to aVàil?The books of Holborn andBraóher'reflect
the positive quaI i ties of liberal historiography at its best; but i t is a',' ,

,mandai:'ïn vièw, of history;ar.id, i t is necessa'ry that-one'be 'aware' of' i ts li-:"
mitations.. Tt has produeed 'a lot of· stimulating irisights butno' realcla
rÓlficatiörr.As Gil1-ert Allerdyee, puts i t;, "our knowledgé of' what hàppensd'
at, Ausch'Witz has vástly --increased, but ,notto our understaniiing. ti.

,.. ' ,,' ," , , " .,:, '. I,' ' ,.' ,,) :, : ,.,.:: " ", - , " , ' , "

TheQ.uestion iYhat arise!", is:w:hY"af-ber t~en~Y"'f~ve iYears" ot .~~S,,illIuàUS re-. '
search,this s~ou] d' hé th~ éa:se.~One ans~er is that histo:ria.:ristled astray by
whàt'Marc Bl06h once càlled the dalse idol o~ origins,have 'gone aböut their

,.tal'lk in ths. w:rong way.,If tlre, aJ;).swers still elude us, the,: ,ea,siestassu~:ption. '
'::'is ',thàt, 'What' :i.? n:ec~'i3sary is, more f'aet ,mörè informat,ion~more'};lUrrawing', ::
, 'amo'ng i,hEi, "roots'" of: Ha't'ional, Soeialis'm'. It is the ob:vio~s answer but not..
necess~~p;y the ,~~ght ,one:, ,I.f~ '~he.' j'ig,saw puzzle does n,<::,.t work o~,t, th'è reasón
may 1?E1, ~lOt tb,at some piJ~ces ar'9., !Uiss,ing, :-ut that we have, set ,it up w.ron~,

ly.Wha't"i.s'a,'t, iSBue,in other: words,is the validity o~"the assumptions and .:,
metl19doJ,.ogy' of.. the prevailing"l.iberal approa,ch to mociërn German history•.
My re'~'ervcj. tions about t,he books of H'olbo.rn and Brachèr, therefor~ shade' off
into ~,. criticism of the l,:i,.b'er'ai 'philosophy of hi·st.ory, whi.,?h they repres'ent.,
L do not: questiön thei'r açhieyeml;'Jnt; they ma.rk in ',nany 're,epects a milest,one '
in'historiography.But when onG r~aehes a mileston~,it is the moment to halt,
ta,ke ,stock of the rpad tré;l.velleà.;and,make Bure i t is leading in the' rig~t
direo~iQ~.,ThéJ:t is why: ~econs,ic;l0r.ation o.f the basic: as sU!Jlptions.. whieh hav,e
dominated,~he writing ofG~rma~ histo~Y~f~r the last twent~five years has,
now b~come urgently neces,säry~'The,qusst:î.6rts hi,storla~s a.~easking tocl.ay' ',:,
are .n~t· th,equestions HolborP: anel Brachet-, wer'e primarily ,concernedto arisw,~r.
Amo~g tliè Y,O-4,nger his~oruiaps, change. i's in the. air. In the secon<;l part ~.ói':- '.,
this:re({iw~-:f"sgail try to,';i.ndic~te.wh~t form it,is taking án(i' how, i,t~, ::
di~fêrs ~rHm ihe cO!J'venti,orial J lib~r~f- :i,-?t~rP:re~é\Lti~)!l. ,~ ; '; ,,',
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For twenty-five years the history of m~iern Germany,as presented in our
ätaifàäruÏïïs·tbriéarW-örks ;has bèên-lIlöld'ed by the a s'sump-t i ons ·and·preoccu"'--
pations of liberal historiography.I have already discussed the preoccupa-

... t1-öri·~_~it~ ..Nazism,wh~~h·.1:~·'·Óh·e or'. the· ~ore obviou.s:. ch~.'I:'aot~rist~.cs'·o:r..,.·.thés:e; .
stud1.es· .... 13ut there are other)more fUndamental· wa}!S J:n vTh1.ch .11.beral ..'8.ssuID'p
tions :have' colored· th"e int·erpretati.'on ··o·f:·modern G€rman:history.If:.;I retu~~

to the~q,~e·st'ion;·.ther·efo':r;·e;it -;is rio"t io :plough over 'old ·gr,01.1nd but·· tO"o'Onsider
thé"ad'éq1tacy' ·-itself·of the libe:ral '"i'rit-é-rpre·tation.• Tlie>point ·a·i; i:à~u'e.,of .. ,
C01,lrse, is not the sunstantive contribution of a generation of histoI\ians ...

. t~: the ·hfstory.of Ge·rman.y.b:e1w::eeri .1870·-änd f945, but the··pö'stula.té's arid taci t
., presuppoi::d':tiéms withwhich" the'y .ï-i'orked·•. ~ .... ';:....<:... :.,:.......:.. ,: ... ;!

" " !'. ,""; ,.::.;. . . . .: < . .v' "!'.: ,; .:~. " .-., ". '.' . -:. .

wp.at are the· hasic charao.teristics_ .of ,-itrhe, ·liberal VJ...ew of ~:rerJIi~n hfst.öry't
F'or pres~nt .. yurposes. theyuC~I?-: b'q ~2Sed1+.c:e..Ei,:' :'~o" thr.e~. Th~:' t~i;-st;,.<d~~JllY .:e~bed.
ded in the philosophy of erman i.deaJ).;stIl"i:s the primary ,rp;Le of' ;i.deq.s in .
hisyory and:, th·erefore., by. ïm:piicaj'ion;:qi,!:t~e' .!Dak.eI's oi.:ld.ëás,-a beiief .·that·
histo~iY i.~ sha'ped by ide~~: rath:e:r:' ',thäii' äöc'ial relat·:i,Qns"ari.;~.:t4.e·interplay

.1' • • - ...-............ -.' • " .,' ...:. ... l. ;.. ..1 '" .' • • • 4 _.

QJ.~C?QnoIl!;i;.c·:intere.s.ts.r;çp.e :.~ecC1~:.i.s a deep-s'e~t.ed .el.it~st .~.~~:s~~n unsp0icen
but, :'J.lIl9..:ti.~s;t.iG~j..:ll:g..:~s~p.t.~p.n. ~hat the so-call.es c~turél.~. a~l,~ po~.iti,~; ..~l:i;..:te
is the ~;L,~m:e~~.in. an;y:.s,~i~·.t~_ t~at,.. determin~.s ..:tllE~,.,cou:r:~.e.: .'o;lj:J3~en:t~~ ~Fl-r:~~J~p..'Jt
t~~'Ài~tor~ans mai~-ta~k i~.tQ ;~iso.~~~ t~~ir: tho~ght,a~~itude~,Ae~~sions .
a:i-t~"; a.ç.fi,çns·. Fi!laï~y~ ~~~: .on ..~ ·~·iiff.er~ii;i:) i ~y.er,;t;h~r-e" ~~.s '.~~ .i.T~~l~ci{:c~nd..çH::s·f
men"t.'o;ft~e GermaIl,.!;la-tional,.:state.as it~II1erged .in 18.7t.se.en as: ;t1:J.e ~l
fillme~t of the lib'eral 'st'ruggle in '113'48 .and "1849 "for 'G~rrrian ·~fficat.iqn~.·

.l.l:::h"f2lJ!a;r;,Gk ': s. ~eic.h. becomes., é!-S ,:i;t. ",ere:p' ·.a.t.apdard "by; .wh-içI:Î garman his:to,rY-;: .. .
bef~;J;'e.al',l.d. la.t~r,,.if,l .IDeä·s~ed,.:ánd "j11-dged~' .~'.': ~~. ".. ':".~'~'." ': .. >"-,~.:~.':._
If w.~~.vji-l3-~ t~".ieë höw the'-wiiting .of.mo·der.n. ~i-ffia:rï.·h·:!.'~t.o.r§")iá·s beeri.~af-::-_ .'-; .
fecte4.·lii the~.e a.~~um:ptipn.§.;wë',:c,annO,("'do betfè.rthan .,to·.'.tu~ii .tb: 1:IáJo·It~)'l~ ':

--- •.• -.- _ •• I ... , ••.~._:... __ .l- .• ,._.} .,' .. ' . -." ,.,,' r .. , .....
borlJl'ii? 1~~is.tQr:Y·oj' Mode.rn;.Germany'I,.fQr. Rolbor.n's J..~C?ok,,:aJ;!::;(; .il').dicá'te.':1 iri.·.,.
"~Y.:I)~·e·~~~~.ä·rt,icl.e, ~s' tb:è~ma·s·t.;·ju<iic~.ous.. and :aut4.o·ratiVè,.epïtoiné: '~f ·..á :.:- ~'.
gen~~.;t.ion',,of .liberal·, sab..oi,ar$hi.p-~Holbo;rl's. lihéra.l él<s s\l,nl"pt i oris , ft Ai(:.6"rily
f.ai.~· t~j.él;·d:~, ,~~.e. ~~m:p~~eci,X.a::J;'· qo~e .: ~hq.i{ I~'~~e' èá.~e· of l:ésser 'his:fó~ia,!ls:'-:;
by '"9> ro,~"l;ista.w.a,ren~ss ..of $,oc:j"aL an,d econdmic fél-.'ctors:;bljtr A re8id~rx:"" .

• • • • • • "', ~ ." •••• • : t~I_... • • •• ~ • ~. ... •••• \. ... : :.;. _

~'... .1. '.I
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li);>~;~l "Weltanscha~Ung'.' ~,~: t~ere nevertheless "su1?ti;i-. :~1?-ii.uen·c~ng. t,he ~:truc
..' t~r~ .and....balance :of his :..wprk.lt",ao.soupts for hi~ allocatio'n of:spa,ce -w~ll

o~er a page .to t;he .Em~. :~el.eg:r?-mtfor.ty lil',les. to ..Raeokel,only eight~e~n linea
" to Ma.rx~ and for the s.tructure .. of his book, which mirrors unquea,tioningly

'. • ... ..' , > , • ' \j. '. ., .

tlte central place ,assigned. te. Bismarck I B Reich in erman liberal historio-

:~~~P~~i~o'rd;tÎrqer~iiS;~~d ~~ti.onal1'~m "(~ii~e ti ~l'~' 6r his fir~t Beo..tion) led
.inexora.bly .to'" the founding 'of the new Reich in 1871.: it' was. "conBolida~~.d'!, by
Bismarck between 1871 and 1890 and ·the book ends with the destr~ction by.
HitIer" i:n 194'~~TheBe are' thè familiar divisions of liberalhistoriography,
the corivènt i onat political framework,neat'ly packeted by ::,eigns,m'inistriéB
and' "'rars; the que:etioii, of course, j;'swhether they are adequate.' ..
Hólbo'rn' B·liberal'àssumptioin:f colairhi's' vi:ew of Berma:n hiBtory ·in·"öt·her, .:
ways.rt:,is.: soarce!l:y acci'dentiü~forexamplé,thathe"chose an artiote by .
Theodor~'Es'éhenburg .on :l/.the rore' of persoT~ality in the -C"risis· of' th-e Weimar
;':i:'e-~ubiic" ·t.o· open thè·volÜIile' of és'says he put toge'thei'; shortJ.y ·{5efore-his·· '
;··deathiCharact'eristic;'again, is·th·e itiet'iculous atte·ntion. Holborn' pays to - .
thé...a'et~il o:f for'eign 'p'olicy;parlicularly Bislllarck IS forelign 'pbÜ,.:cy', sUrely
an :iinpl-icit:underwritïng óf '-1;00' ·óld Gerliian· belief' that· 'vra-r ahd -d.ilürómacy'~
and....the genius öf,'s:tatesmen aré'th'e determinative f'aeto'rs' in a peo)le's'·,
history ~." ; ::',' ...: '.:'.,. .., '. . . " '. . :'0' .:' ." ....

And 1'ina11y,his'liberal' bias is IJiaiiifes-t· in his warning again-st e-xaggera.ttng
the role of "social conflict" in tne rmse· of Nazism (can i:t·,o'ne- aBks öná-; ,
Belf/pos!sibly"be ëxaggeraï;ed?) arid his insistence that the real troubl'e " ~

Bt"i31Dllled ··f..r?m a· ll'd,?oliZe of G-e~~ri edu_cat~on".This,as Ringer ' s'. ".ne,~lin,~,~f·.
the 'German Mandar~nsll- attests,J.s"·a f·8;B-hl.onable :th'eme among lJ.be:r-al hJ.s;""
torians;but need it he '''said ·t.ha% it· i·s-.·;a:n unproven '(and:,to my wayof th-irik':"
in'g~irrlplauirlble) hypöthesïB?Accord'lng ito J)avld Childs,..tó whOse adtnirabIe '.'
lit"tle rt)'ook ·'we . shall Bhortly cohieiedu-eat'ional"standards did riee 11 , ifsonie;...,
what pait chily, during Jdhè 'wêirriar per-ïod, and (aB one' 1'rhó underwent. the 'ex:'" .
perienoe) I know of no reason to believe they were worse,either in schools

220



De. C.P.H. saboteert. de boycot van ·.Duitschland
~ re.kening va.., Albert Hahn· J;.

De C.P.H•• ":Blijf van het meJ.sJe van m'n grooten broer af!"

~. De Notenkraker, 27 mei 1933

.. '





or unive.rá i ti:es, in: 1..93{ ·:tha:n··they. ~wêre· in 1890. "'T , ...;~ ,,' ;5':

I,tt. ,fhe·;\ón;g1!'~~'.;ho~ever,~h~ 'iilo,'ét 's~~~fiQ~nt :::i,~d~çla::-ti?-r1:·:·ó'r:ih~'.:).imHa tio'~s
of"E:ölborn's cOrièe:9tûal 'framework is nis implic:i~ :.Q.ui;1Î~5::J.,uès,~::i,.Q,nirig~CQ,~P

ta~ce of.. tI;l;e :m~th ()f Bi.s~,~rcJ;::s Ge~any •.q.ood.. ~isioriaN; a;Ei hy.)1'ä.f?, he .kl;l.e'lf.,
bet~e~. tha~:rilO;:;;,thqw: ·m'aify.· .<?1iaiiq,é':t'.ac~:9;r,$: ;'9ö~b.ined.;.'tö :br-ingaD.Qut J3isir;là.rcl~~.s,
solûtîon' o(:t1ï~.~Geirilan q'tjé~,tión ii~ .!.8T1 ,Jiow'much' ·ïh;e.. Qutc9.rné d.@ènded.ön
Bisin~r."ck;I,,~: "(i'fii,~'$~;ou~iaF:q>1;~l:~)ïes;hÖ1f:.:p~:e9'ár·~Qus anti rragil ~ .tJlestrt,lcturEï
of,.th'é"n-ew,·Rgich'was·oBû't,:raïYli,e:t;;u;L to th~. old liberal t:radi'tiion;with'its .
s-ëàfö\;~ev.e.r;~~:lÄC::E?, J $.'1'3; for ~ iJ;ational' Ûe~man' st'1t'e', h~" nlq,k.e.s this.R~i9.h~his
yardÉï=t~.ql(~J.f: )~:è's~'p:p,sQ,~ad, in. ,1:'~M5'~r~h~rea~on, aà ·Iha.VÇl·'à~id~is. tliai:; :,194.5 '..
sa'Ltlllil :'d~'d:'fîtÇJt},ón·p.f:î,ts' .unity;.Tiie.ïn~;riefhis:t6ry,1I.,of .à'ei:ma,ny, ·.aft.er ~f945.,.
he ,:tël~;s',u:!3;;,,:,"c,a:~~t;:'ge t're~~ed afl .,i 'mer~ :p~oj ~9t,ion of th,e, ):li:S:i.tJ;'~: o.i', :''-' ~ '.::
earlili;~~;P()ëps.o '." ~:a- ~cne' ~.èa·söB?· f'Th~ .. c;ha~,~:CJ::.ea.i;E(.~d, ,'by tb,e;, '~,i..~äf;l.:te1; ":o;t;t,945.'"
"the'.~~:<?s:~~, c~' 'on(q~~rc~.e.r (i~ .;\ï~,~" t'e.;rr~ tQTiespeJ;,~iig~ng~,o ~.h~"',G(é~ari(,~;f. '1937"
"~?r" '~ï'v;i:à\ci:q <;>J::Ge,r!riapy ~n~'ö: J.:vi-q ·sej>era.te .pol~iiQ~l é,l-ild, ;soc~ál ~~iit~ t.ie~""
The-se 'statements rèveal sC 'roü'en ihat it is ··wort;Q., taking, a.,I3ecó.lJ,d,t.qq"k,q.t., .
them.The "brief history",to begin vTith:but thè·histcïry'óf Gernïany'J a:f ·t'er·1945
is tw·ice ,as, l'ong as ::the'history '.oX'· "the'f~i.rd. Reich'to' wh"icb>Holborn' ..dievcteS
mQllEi, tha;n·,.1iDD· page:s,~i'f.tf ronger .1iha.p. t:Q.e';·history .:di'· ,th-e. Weima:r ·.RepUbli,c:, '::. ~.

wh:i;q115g:et·s:.A1:1,9~The "bou+tda;r:i;~es of· '193''hbut:whatis' so:,sacros·anc:t .:a:bo'Ut:'-the . ,:
bou'W!:-a.:;,i~B ,of~ :19'37 iwhi:cÏl .most Germa:n~"in, 1 937 thought ·pf. as' "a; t6:ID:por'ary .
lim;ï.:t:a.:!ï,j.pn.· i"mposed·~by. ·hated·cotl<];ue:r.ors.t?Th!e division- of'GermiinY:but 'a '::di-:- ,u :

vide~)Ge-rmahy :w.ae ,rioth1ng new..,rathe:::, i t1~as areturri'iio·"the situati'Ol'l: of. .... ,
' .. 1 fll' ...

181Q :wlt~eth 'Bi:-Sma:t'ck.had dest::r:dy.e{l;ntit·a, ,break with :the'p'ast:, but·:.a. :rie:version
t 0 :,the past ffi'\lCn: '-older .a,;nd [önge.r.{;han Bis'inarck ,. S: ··Reieh ~ And,:firüüly ,. "the ...
disi:st'er_ of (1, 945"·: diaaBter. :foywhom?qemi3.i'nly notfor Americ:ans,:stillles:s' '. ,:
:for the" ,pë.op·L'Bs'.: of<&rrop..e Bufferin~ ii.nà.e-:r· Nazi rule·;'Bi.rt, :wag·'.:i t' :really a ..
disasten:·:f'o'I',::t.-he Gertrians'to' .:b·e::liberat'ed .(asthey so qüickly;olaimed th:ey.·
'Were.. :p:i:nipg' to cbe)from.. Nazi: tyrarihy?, ~.. :. ; : l' ,.' <. :.:' .' ~Ji .A. '.'
It w-ilT be:-:said.that.r am making'moutitains out of.mol:ehills .. I thi:nk noti,.·',
For.ithe lib.e.ra:l .::deol.ogy,like,'ad.l)\-pth'6r-:ideologi'es ii.ne'\ti.~ably~::pnodupe'er,bJ:ind
spo-ts' that;:siand:'in :the w.ayof hä.;s t'Ol:L"'tilcal: understandiiIg.• Con:sider;as'~ co,n:e'<la:-st
exampl e, Holborn 1 e charact.erizat:Lon~. of·' 'Góebbels'asan·--tI offens;ive gà.:ttersnilpe."
I shöüld uo:t:.,.adJli ttedlY'.,particulfa;rJ;y- have.,likecI: to have. had8.0ebb'el:s.::aef. '.
a member .of 'my .iseminar, but ,·.lle'>:wa:S, aft er al.l, a 'gra,duate:. uf: ,Hei-dèlber.giUni.~~ .':
vers-:i. tLt,:and .Z~e:;)Q'e:rman Un:i.:varsi:ti:'ew.;i.n· 192,1 -as any.one.,can lrl.is00'lf-é-r. :''ti;y:L ·,,;iJ
reading. the ~~celilent .f''Ï,rst'".aliapt.e:C'r-óf Mr.Ringer',.s;book~; 'weTe"mot:-re~i:l;u':"':

nc!.: ~::~' d;"'oF-;:opê~hg t'he~:d'Ö:o-J:!.s .. t·o gutte~'8nipes ri·Da.1Tid.CliildS",á's ':iiï happe::ris,.J.
desc~ib'eS' :'G.o ebbels as ·"int:elled:til.ar.D',ycfv..er.ry.;·.é:ible'.'.:"ail'ld ;thdugli~lris: descTip~' . :.;
ti-on·i3.l'tOJ IIol~boJ:'n.' S .are not, 'p'El'rhapS, rln'ltua;llyincompat'ihle', the~.>diffeT.,enae.·, is,;;'
inteJl'èstihg:~' :._. .:.:: ..~:; - :.,.:(..:,.::, : '\ .. ' .... ". .:' L;'f·...~,.~: ....

:But .~hl··o~y··:~oint· 'r wish~<to ':niake ~t ,·th~"e~ni6m~nt· i~':tha"'t~ :Hoibo'tn;ê\iid~ritiy'~'"
fo~'d ti t difficul t, i~ á: book" oth~lA~i~i ciarked..·bY' ä,lriic5st. ex'óe~:à've" f?,db:rie- ::.
ty ~f'j-lid~~rit,to applythe; sam~ ~'t~;üI~'ids of :scli~larl:y'~bj èc·t"f·f:{ty t.o'~ '. ~.:
the Jifa.zisas .h.e does co .the o:thr;;r O-bIt0:x:ious,...chéf,~~,~te:r.:s.., -:-Bis_mq.rck,' fOT' e±a?i::': ":
ple- 'whos'J~a:l~ tro-Li:gh:. hJ"E! pag.è,S"G,ert~,ir:),y, ,his.q:i.ät.~~Je or·qo~b.beJEÇi~ '. ':"f'.
huma.r.Üi Unde~s tana)?1ê ,.but ..1 t ~...is ~pthe.r.·quést i0!J: whet~.er su'l?:èr:cn ~()us~ '; :', ':~.: ~:
nass, a.nddisdäin a'r.e'~he:p~st ~p:proacb.",t.9 the lJazi; phë~ome·'4on~·J;.~?erä,l é\l:8~"

sumI;t{ons,tpe unspökEH1:·P.'iëj~·ciic·~·s!;ó:rPilBfJ;d.,:ungsbürge·Ï'tum".~Jiïày":b.é'i:m'.·o~~tà":'·' .
cle :1;0 ïi.nde·rstanding; änd:)~~'.,l;:lü:g:gest,ion·'·.:ç,.am· makin~, wi.th áll "re~'p'ect,is' .
that"'t'héyaren ,' ... L • ... - . . .•

What if the liberal interpretaion of German his~ory,which has dominated
for a quarter of a centurYlis in it$~lf wrong?Or what if,to put it less
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crudely,while it may reveal sorne paTt of the truth (whièh;~Q'one,I ima-· .
gine.,Y.o.uld .seriously d~ny) i t reveals less than the who~e truth and per
háps ó1lseüres some asp~ct's ,altogether?Or what,at ~éast.,if'it' l;lets the whole
sfory 'in a:-false perspeótiye?', :,' "
Hol,b9~ns déci!??ion to, e'nd his book ili 194'5 is not. really much different. from
ár~,ing that the fall of the flCorsican'-' in 1815 -for co,ntemporàri~s eve.ry
b~~.' :a:s. ~:u:ch an ogre as the "Bohemian corporalfl "': mark~d s,o~. Qom~üeté ,a' bréak
in'""F.Ï'~nóh .hi~_torY: that t~e years after 1815 cann6t (.in RS;J..born's phrase).
flbe.' tr:e~.t.éd 'ás . à mere proj ection of' the histor;y-- of earlièr ~.p'ochsli. in fact 1.

of ,;ó01~rs'e',no -ane ;ha's 'suggested that they' can;.but did 'n<;>t prevent ',hist"o- '
I'1Ïl.éj.ii~ '-w,i t.P:' the ';passagé of, timé, f:róm raising the qu~stiàn ,of continuity'
and'discontiriuity' i~ Franoe before and after 1815 ~nd finding a plaoe tor

:: Napq;J..eon,il"! the--longer perspec,t'ive of, French history. Is i t not time,à;fte+._
:.. 1.w.énW:fiv:.e yëars, for a similar re-a,:ppr:ái~al of Germ~n .history?The pqipt',"','.

of :',youpsê-, is ,n~t" to exoutpa,i!~ the' Na.zi's or dismmss Nazism as a temporary ,_'
aoerra"-tïC?n -which it. wfl-s not,.. 'but to find a vantagepoint, for a be-t~ér un-
,der~~~ndipgpf German histqr~.

I ask these questions wi th the more aSSU1:anoe because i t is evident that
I am ~Qt alone in 'questioning th~ 'adequacy,in the 1970s,of the riberal'
interpretation of German history.Nodoubt ·the majotity'of historians still,
plods:al-ong,as the major:it;y' always :do'es,in the old way;but, therè aTe .h,earle
ning- signs,:mainly'''among the ,yolinger. gEmeration, that·· something at' last 'is.·;:·,
moving,an-d it.:.is signifioant --that.the- ~ohange is visible in all the major· ':"
oerite-rs,in Germany itself,i'ri. France,in Eng.lanli;in the United States.: , , ',. '.
In GeriJiany" thS:.' new generatidn incllides, Helrnut Böhme:, whosei: study o'f ·underi--'
lying eo·onomie trends ~f the age o:r.-.:Bis~arck is. one' of the '-ve'r~' :f~w POgt-·;
war books that. really breaks nel-T ~round .On a dlfferent level lt lncludes
Martin Broszat,the present director'of the InstituteofContemporàry His~.:

tory in Munich, whose book "Ritler I s State" may beregarded as the p:ostli
beral-- .coun4'erpar,t --to'. Brachèrs liberal :interpretation in "The German Di·a.,-. .
ta.'torship" .lt Çl.lso :includes some of the' ;7ounger hi,storiams grouped around
::~ro'szat,a.seleCtion .o~'whose·work'is' cont~ined in

5
the useful. volume. ofes-·

"saJti~:lf"c:onrp':hled by- Holborn shortl'y before hlS death ~ .-- '.,' __ .',
In Englan'd.;.there,is David Childs,whose little boak o,n'Oermany s·inC'e 1918
refTeshingl~' avo:Lds the' oppo.rtunities for :plat~tudes and; :mediocrity' whioh
the writ ing' of an. introductory "survey present S· • Paradoxio:ally, the old, pre-.
occupat-io'ng' are most .tenacious 'ïri .the United States.:But he'r'e :also a cha'nge."
is, in .:tl:ie air.Da.vid Schoen:báum wasone of the first;.ïn J!lhe introduction '
to hi'f~--bo:ok nHi tIer,' s Sooial' Re-volution" ,"Thich appe'àred in 1966;to voice
tha growing'doubts aboutthe'v,alidity of ·the standard nistorioal' approaoh.
More reoentl t Harold J. Gordon has crotooized intellectual histor.iaris"'who·~

oredit the.ir olass with "more. influenc.e than i t can ,l.egi ti,mately olaim" .
and' Htry .'to .;[i t the National 'Soci~l;L!3ts into, shoes which they :feeJ.' should ..
f~t·1~hetmn8i?-s;t.l?ad.of plao.ing'. themEïe~,~es 'in the shoes. of 'tbe '~atï6n~~ :so~:, ',.,
c;a, ~s s. , .' _ , ..
Whenw~ ,look a tthis re:action more closely, whta beco.mes il]1m,ediately -eVi-::.
dent i.~ :'that, i t sterns from the allianoe ,between :histqria:ris and, social.;'
scientis.t,s',..w.llich is one 0:( the most hopeful developnients' in h:i.,sto.rY t'6:-.
daY.,Gqrdqri,·lises the :,tecb,niq~eso,f groap 'lanq.ly~.i's.;_Ch.il;d.s i.-s. qy, ~rofes,s'io,á
a pàr~t.icéj.~, <soieh~ist .The. sam'e, ,is,iïrue of Karl, Die;trich: ,~rFé4.er and ;Al-:
fred dro s's er', both merribers' of the nmiddle generation" whi6h' stand;s, mîd,way

, .'. . '\ .
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between Holborn I s §ld-,fash~_one,d li~~ralism and t.he ~E;lw pers:p'eetirv~s of 'vhe
youngel' gel!erati6n .' Fifial-ly,i~ the Uni ted States·;.th~re is Fr~tz' St~,rn;' - .
whose salf-proel '1ïméd 'inténf.fiori', in the' ;thou.ghtful;"s'ertsJt;.v.ê.· ëi'ssayS' hÉ! ji~á .
ree~ntly :publisned:,'is t:~" breák 'away 'i'rom the ""conVE?nti01is~art,d'.abstraÓ:"':· .~,'

ti0~8",iriol~d~rl(~he -"ó?rive~t\~~~l ~~:v~_s~ons·.o.f hJ:~toràöa115~q:ulr~",~hI~_1i,:
clu'tt~:F·our· m~nds and,·d"J..sto-rt·'our·V18w of the"G-erman paste. .'. . ..
, -:-.r"'f.:;":" ..~ • ·I"::~.~ ... I :. '':'". . . ... "i,o. .'. _ :; ;' ,,' .. ,".. . I",' .;1. .

We !}e:~~<only': J,,\~J~" ,the .names of. th.~se sqholé;'l.rs "to: "~'ee', tb;q;t· ::W~ a~e. 'not ,dea,l-,
ing wi th' self-proelaimed iconoclasts,.itc;ing t~o t.e;a,rdo;m tÀ~"ol<i libe::rE!.l
idqJ:s ;:not~ eY8:~-yi.t4 ~t.p.e- s.o:r:t ,'of:, 8;E?lf;:-consciously· J;'ajCl:iQ~L"rE?vü:!;i..opis't.s"
who a:r;'6 ~au~irig ;~Hch. :t.,:i?em~rs ,a.!Jl()pg .the.1wrthy. memberE;l. 'of tp,e: Am~:doan' .His:
tor~p~'J, .4l'?-s;6:ciati·()n~T:he.~:èprç:q,:.pf.; these ?chol~rs:f()r nel'r, ,mys _is' still
tent~t:i've,and explorq..tor-YJb,:u.t when t4ei;r 'Gon'~;ribut:i:onf:? a;re.. q.dde:d:-t·ogether,
tb;EfY.. aII!q1mt; to a vrqr-"y .diff"er~nt;'.-:ap.d" I w:-ould ·say, fp.r more allthentic-:: view'
of. th~ Qlerrn,an paE!,t. thél:n~hat:. to 'w4~~cl1-._'We.):;tave becp1l}'E) accuf:ftomeq.,..
The first feature that distinguishes the new ,s~~Q()lfrom.th~ ..old.. i·s .'its·,
refusal ,t<?draw 8: lin.e. across 'the J,e.diger 9.:t:-;·German hist()ry,in 1945·.Gro!3-:'
se;r..','? bo.ol-: fis) of qourse,prirn?-:riLy imp;~:r:t.alft bec~u,seit provides ess-entiÇl:l
mat'~r~a~ f'o:r' a .history of Ge~ét~y ,whiqh :~spans the.. prewar :a~d the postwar ..
yeétrs •. :BU.t,. .one of mt.s stri!cillg fea~re13 is:,' hif:': ~uncE;!90sing cone-ern :with the'
questiol1' q( ~ontinuity::pnddis·continL!i.ty~and his.re·f'utatiQn .of Ifjihe: notiqll'
o.f 1.945 .as an abêo~ute zer.o:ll o.No one •.i;o: the best .of: my kn9..w:legq.e.,h~s a:ttemp-

. t,~d to· wri.t~~.·a...coherept history of Germ~jJ.y .f'rom 1.871 to .,1911.,; qr. fro!? 1866
!t.o the .él:ccegsion q-f' Wil.ly.B~?ndt 'in 1969;but G:r:osser.' 8 pion:eerin.,g.wo~k nq'W
plak.es .tl1.is. possi:b1e.,p.nd .'üth tho· a:ppeára~.ce·of Da·vid .Childs· s40rt hif?'lio
ry we have at least a scholarly account which covers half the period~In

viëw oi" how:'much he hag 'to cram 'iuto ~ short spaéEf~Ch1:1ds" ha:s picked hà.s .'
'way with or±ginality a~a iritelltgence~Ariyonedauhted by the'i~hgth 9ond.
densit~· of~ the wórks, o~IIolb()rl1;:Bracher!'aïldGrossei may turn' to :iüiÏi:'with'
eVeT~7: 'confide:r.'Je; i~' so'mérespect's, pá:rticularly in ihe :diÈcussioh:: of~ the' ..
German-' Denocratic R,epublic,h1s ade01mt' is- as fair 'ahd balanced áà. 'anjrt):dri{i'
~é:haVe~ :':' ,.;:.:., .... ' ,.' '.... ,. ,.e; .' .' .:.. '. .:..... ~-;. , .....

. • .' . ", ~;. .. • '., • r'

The;"o~ngeg~:.rtb..a~.cpme" fnom the .lengthel1~ng .of 91,1.rsightl:'l :-from: vJ,.~wing- ,:,"
tj::l.~: cent,ufy,· t~at began in' 1871. as· .a. whole' instead ..of c:utt~nK it up ·into, .
s~,f"..contaim~~ ,:;ackets",": are more con8~d~rable t,han may :Rppeétr at first
glance~Th~iiirs-:;f:a;nd mÇlst impo.rtant is that N'azism appea:rs. in :a ..9-iff~rent
setting.As Fritz Stern points out, if we wi,sh.:. "to. ga,tn the prope:r pe:r;/iJ.'P.~c'"".:·

ti:v~~'.: J.t., i.~ nec~,ss.ary to Il examine .German history. no.t at points. of._ ohvîÄus.
di wr.B:~:p,:O"~LP~ extreI!1i ty,.such as;Naz:' Ge:emany, but in I,>eriod;s of. app,a,rel1:-f;
n0rIll8:+.it;;y; and;:'Q.uietu;de" "~li.. Ç}rosser. puts his finge~.~ri one· of' the m.ain,':.·. ;:
diff:~rence·s. be.tw~en the you,nger. and the older generatio~s ~hen h~. qu,esti:ons
th~ io~g-stà~~dini:~~dit;ion of t~e,at:i.ng Germany~s ",ao.ouptry SElt a:p'~r:t.·
by tJle. ,i.n~.Aopable.J1?ot.?).ity():f i ts, his~Ç>ryil,particu,1a"FlDt. py ."-tn.ej C'hain: o.f.
even:ts: :·tb,at:-,).ed to .Adol,f. Ri tler" .This is· a' rej ect:i,ol1~.'polttely e.e~p..:r~~_seç1".

()!t: ..th~ t.r.aÇ:~tio.!1;~h~.c.h :ÎJ.pderlies both I,Iolborn's,·.and.t,~.~<?-p.her's.J:).ooks... , ~.l;;

lfb.a.~,,-, iEt· ne.~dedj.fl-~çli whai/;l..~e longer ,perspeo.t.ive ava~l:?bl..e, t:?da,y'.;na.:l,çes pos",:: I

sible, is a view of German history uhich neither mag:lifies .npr m-inimi.z~s, ','
t3re -.NazJ ._e,x..perienc~•This.is probable :the.. virtue .of 0i-lJ,ld.!=!-" bo.ok,•. Ch,:i)d,s, ;:;. :,'
na:),the_~, ba:;usp.e.f> .~J.,de: t:b.e ,Thi~d Reich. as an unf.O:r,',t)IDat;e ~p.~F.ration"lfor,; !,

ele:vaj;·.!3S :i:t; into .Çl.:. pent ral t4éme eH ~does not aJ,~·<:J.w_·u~: tOi. for.getj;::p.~t;, Iilown ...
ta. 1;93P,,'!Hit1.·er ,{af'! no;!; ma~;i..ng muoh ,impaot on t~e inas.s.es"~~E;e fJn_d~sp~9a"':

(wb.;40l:J. golporn :dq,e-a not) +o~ .statistics . shovTing· ,that ~lma.ny mo~e .Ge;rmans .~; ..
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than we ',gave credit for o.pposed the Nazis" and, that "the unknon German"·
workeI''' wa:;! ,'lmore '-ty'pical, of the German resistance than the bfficers of,
the J-uly: Plot". What h'e': shows, in other words, is that, if there' was a chaiti
of" eVEm-ts .. :which led .to Ritlel', there wa:s also a chain of events'~tTl::i.ich~<lid
not,and that -as Grosser points out- insti tutions such as the" churches' and
thE; Social Democratie Party" "de;pite theür chedkered history"" cah "point to ..
a"'coritinuóus evolution" tÎl!'l-t span~ the Nazis period ana. link~ jrhe yè~r~, ,'.
before, ,'1933 ',1'Ti th ,the y,ears aftel' 1945.' .. - ' ," ..
~~e q~ést~on :ûf continuity ánd di~c~ntinuity ~s,of course,expremely com
piex,and ,the onl,~ point I w:i"sl,1. 'to make is that ,the suggestion' that 1945,
created' a, "chasm" in German hi'story is' a misleading siulplf:fi'cati~n'.Wh~m.' ;
Holbprntélls us,with tue 'characteristic pathos,that 'the defeat ofHltler~:

"made it possj_ble ,:for the 'Gèrmari13 -bo recbver their, roots in theiJ;', ~aÜonai
pastr!,the one thirig :t1hat is cQrtain is ;that this is what 'they,t!.icl' nQt"do.
Rere :á,t last, was no contnuiiiY., . ," " .' "
On -the"ot,her ha-nd,Grosser'ls sU,r'ely :r;-ight, in speaking,at least in rega,rq.'
to ,:the t,llziee westel'n ,zones,of tla definite continuity of social 'Örgaili~atJ.on

andsoc~ál- Values'~.But,here again oontinuity was, of ,p-ifferent kinds,afld ' ,
if ~~me 'th~eadB 1ead -pack before 1933,there was also more cmntinuity b~tweèn

the'Third Reich and wnat came afte'r"thçl.n i t is someTiriles corivenient' to' "
'~ck:nowl~q.ge'.As Childs p,àint 'out, General' Reinrici;th~ cqmmander' of,.:the Ger
man a,'ru)y opp,o,slng the Russié!-ns 'in :b'he f'inal stage of the war, "lived to telJ,.,
in peacefu;r"'r'etireinent,of.the lá'i:rt q.ays óf Berlin",and "Goering's él.np-,Re,ss"
families !3Iient ihe postwar, years,in c'oIIl:fqrtable obsouri ty' in 'West Germany;I.

~ .. . , :. . ..' '. .. .
When' a cohérent ;,continuous ,account ,of' the last century of GerIilan his'tory - ,
comes,to be written '(as su~ely it will) the question'of,continuity and dis~

contihuil{r' before, and,àfter '1945 ,will play'ap important ·part,and·'it wil!L'; , .
be necessary to ;ccmsideI'2 the 1Jä.zie-,years' not only as a breach of -'cotltirtuity'
"';'lihich-"in some respects,they were- but also ao' a· stage on the road from,:';'
the Germany of Bismarck to the Gormany of Brandt.This , is something liberal
histo;r:;ians",reyolt~d by the exceSEi,eS, Ç)f Na~ism,have bee~ reluct,i3-nt ,to, do., .:'
IIIt is essential",Bracher insists;"'that 1oJ'e recognize that nóthing, basicBL- :
ly ne.W,was-,evqlvi'ig".In r~ality;'as Broszi3.t and Dahrendorf have,màçie,pl.§l-in',
agoQp- deal 'that ,,!as new was evolving,even if it vras due not.. :to dAlibeia1Je
Na~i policy so'much as.to the shattering, impact of t~e Nazi regimë on 'the'
e:x;i.stii-lg German' social- structure~ , , -,;
Predi~tably'liber~l~historianshav~reacted with a good,deal of hostility
to the 8uggestion that the Nazis helped -even if blindl~, arid unintentio~ ,
nal~y- tö shape the strUcture of postwar Germany,and when David 'SchQen-,'
bauni p,ublished his book with thc :titl e, ','Ritler' s Social Revo;Jutt~n"he waf!.
prompt~iY rapped over ~he knuckles,in these page~' as 'ela9where~ . ~t ,
Dahrenèlorf is surely right, inhis coni,ention that National.. Socia.;J.i~!)1,bY ,
underminîilg anel sometiinesdecimating the old eJ,.i tes, ltrernoved,th,a ~cic:lêÜ' ',":
ba~is {or fui'ure authoritarian gpvernmemts, along i;raditión~lGerman linea'!;
and so ";aboliÊ;lhe~2the German pastllin a, way the Weimar Republlc had ilotal~,

ly failed to do. , , . ' .. ' , '
Subsequerit e'vnts -wartime destruction, wartime evacuatio'n,ànd postwà:r' e:x:- "
pulsions- cert~inly contributed to make the change irrevo.able.But it,was
the 'Nazis who set ,it off,and it is a :fair criticism of liberal' hi~to~io~ ,
gra~~y that i t ha·a. evaéLed the, quel:!tion.That is why Richard Grunberger's, 13'
large volume is disappointing,in spite of occasional flashes 'of insight~
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·.['nere wa.s r_oom for a s'erious large...s-cale soóîál.history.Qf·:Nazï'G€:rmany,
but· inste.:a:d~ ot: sys.t.em.atri.c, .. social' 'analysis Grunberge:L' pref~rs toerit~rtá.in.·

:'!-l$,;·with q.' wel ter- of spicy and ma:licJous artecdótes uNeyertheless he- a:l'1:i·o obri:
c~e.s ;that"Ritler. ".di~ drag G,erma!liYihalf::-h.eartedl.y'.lCioking and screainiilg;
int·o t'h~oerttury" o:f the. common man i , ,and·.that, beneatli a ri.pemiinbrä.óf so'cial:
~mag9gu~ery ~dged. wi th. f'aro·eii.:,the··.'l'hii?d ReiCh istiga'ted':"developments ··t·o
war.d.greater social eqtia;lît:y~'O:r:at'::léast up'ward mob'ilî:ty" ~Duriilg th-e siilt
peace.time ye;;1rs o:f.the· Naz1Îl. regime, GJ.·unberger notes,1!upwa.-rd mobili ty was
double tha t of the last six yea:rs of Weirnar'!. This .may be·.·:ä,'ri- .uilpalatable· .
facto for- liberals .to .swäl101';',.but i t.;.i./3.·. too impor.t:ant· tö be shîrked,,~···

Ih .the.lo.nger perspec:t.ive of German 'history· (I am" not.·speaking of ·IDro~··

p~an 'history or ,interna!tion~l history, wh'ich' i.s quitè another" thing) itis
pos.sible .that. thè ·s.oc.ial 'reV61utiob the:-Nazis set 'in .motioh' 'will appear .
as_.the most enduring legacy,perhaps the only enduririg,legacy of the Third';:
Reich.lf,as Mr.Ringer says,thepresent generation·.of i,'German intellecttials
have adjus.ted.to' the mase' and machine' age" and "mana.ari-n·1cul ture has be
-eome' a ·dist.arrt.: memor.y", th.e changesbrought aboutby twelvè·: years of Nazd.·
rt.Ue are: anti), iÎ not the only;reasoh~We cannot just diamia'à 'thein as a'·re:...
lapEf:e.. int_o:~<saiv.agery~aild a'nyhow even a rèIapse into' savagè:riy ma-y: 'have' pb-:
8·y.tive~.r.esuil.'ts•.NQ one j1.i.dges th'e Frenbh Revolutionjust; by '·the' Terl'o;rl'and'
th.e.~ "trico:h!;l.uses ll sittihg .·and: cro-w-ing be'side' the guillótine-S'änd s-0oneI<dr"
later.:-.hist.oriàns w.ill have ta tak~ a corresponding :,at:t'itude -to thè derman
rev,ol:u:t.i.Qn·-for·.that,as· D.ahr.endo.rf ha-s. said,is what.·Yllti6naï SobiaÜ.sm ._:. ,
really w.as. . . "...;, .:.

'All thïs imp1.ies a chàpg~: Ç'jf' atti tuçle tO>f~rds Nailonf'Ll S06i~li.~~: ~hic~; Lk~:~
the 'seoo!!,d: gr~at di,fferéi1c'e" be'tw<3en }ihe liberal and the; posiliberal.1ti:s;,.· <.

torüms.Tt is"best' Been in 'Broszat1á meticulous analy:;:ii.s of the". strûc.:....·
ture of··t·he Thi:f.èr1rè'J.'ch,but Ish~ll;"'try to illustrafe H,as bri'efly é!:s.lp6·~~
sible, by refernce to Gordon IS book on the Ri tIe::' Putsch of 1923 and to ., ...
some of t~e~ssays by y?unger Germän his~o~i~ns in the ~01~e ed~tedby.
Holborn. '.. . . _. ......'.,. ... .... . -
There are. two:main.aspe.cts.First,the:Naz.i terror. ànd the'SS."statè,.treated 'for
so long as evilB fit only for moral Gohdeinnation'; are. nov. being subj'ected to
cooLfactual analysis whi:ch,bècause oî its scrupulous'auth~nti:êity~is"far

more' damning :thanemotienaJ. denunciätion 0 Secondly, iihèreái:; liberal hiÏ..·st-o
rians 'WEr'e' more interest ed. 'in the roots:öf·Nazism. and:. how-~ itcame.· ab'.pu.t·
....with the.paradoxocal resul t, as ·Garl· Schorske has poinied out ~ t'hat they
paid more attention tm the Weilf3r RepubIic,as the allege<Lseedbed',of Na.zism,
than to the Third Reich itself·-·:the younger generation is;.concerned ...
w,Hh·whail.' Nazism was,lüth 'seeing how i t ~actuaIly.ope·rated· aft er 1,933,.and.
wi,th.~analys:i,ng. Hs .ess·ential elements in depth.They do. not underesiima-te
HitIer's·.ideas and;--:plans,but for them the essential.point. is tO,ês-tablisli
what happene'd l~heitl; the. time came to. appIy those id:eaI:;, in 'Praëtice,.Tb:isi.s '
the diff'e:z;.ence" Bracher has in mind when he wri tes that' .I.'contrar.y 'togen-e..... · .:
ral.. 6·pin.ion~,.Ja~nu·ary 3e~:wa.s rather a.beginning than:an-.en.d.tt~ ..... ". J, ....~:::.~

Stated·baldly,.th:is seems so obvious a 'faat that to insist,on itmay 'seem
unnecessa1'y;The reason is the psychoiogical blmckage Iib~ral·.hist-orians

e:x:perienee. whencon.fro'nted by anyt~ing as alien to th~i±-.:mèi1talïty·as' Na-:,
zism.Ho'f otherwise· ,'shall we account,for .exainple,for:,theiér' ~eluctance to ..
discard.. the vie'w'that the notorious ;Reichstag fir'e on February 27,1933, .
was á;' deeplaid Naziplot?Fritz Tobi~s shçrweè-.,~s, concl.,.1,lE?iyely as· ~~]), evër:
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be .:p'o~s~ble.t~ät ..thi·~ wa.El. not- :the ca.s.er~·6 but his :'evidence ·.a,ccordéd:,sG·::batl!
I;L~Vfit.h ·the ,tra4-i tip.n"aJ; ~.i:.c.tuTe of. :th!3: Nazis. as ·unst'1rupulous, unprineijJ>1.e!d '

--v.illaiIls that .i t: lef:t ,,·the ,majoxi.ty of.l±b·eral hi'Bt.dri.a;nà {inchrdong!Bf-ácli'er)
i:qc.~.edlJl.ous~ and resentfi11,. Eor ,,:them~as. E;.ams" M'ommsen says; the .Reicns tag ,'rire
W;<is "a. prize~ c-XaIDple of ..the t-e.rrorist: méthods:'employe'd oy the:;Nationi,H 'Sb;';'
ci~l-istl? to .t~ke their oppon.en:ts:. by surpriseHiand. the~ :were :,psyö1r'-o16g'ica:1.
IY:.c,.qnwill~img.. :t.o a,ócept. :the pe>J3-sipility .~~:ta<k an iricide)1t j,jh'ich SÖ ~ólé'arl;r

heJ.,JN·,d :~1);e .!J"Fi<zis ·to cérn.ent· the,iJ;' ':,r:ule.,'~èap.have. been, an:y'thing,' .but. the:·'·'re- ", .
sul t .!O~ ·a.~qa::r~fully d.r.~wn up. ,plan. ;. . ,',~"" .;:
In reali.ty,~.Q'!llmsen ShoVls ..in..his· essay,:the fact;S' ·ten a different· :st·oi-y.:· ,'l

UnscruIllJ.:l.ous Httler -and' his lieutenan'ts may: have bee'tr, but ·the "arr~s:ts :tha::t;..:
fo~..'lö:1'[eq: ]A~:fi;re anEl the: ,manipulation.'of the .eleC:tions six daY'8',:-1~r·Wère
Jlno~r.tb:~.:ouj;q;OlDe:pf clear and purposive .decis.ions'fI .but of JI.s.pohtáheoUs-~'(;·i
Ul1J~pn13idered rea:otiobg"o.·. . .. :, .. .: . .L·· .' :.... ..:

T~~ELis .n9to·:m~rely a 'b~nflict· .over ·th-e: ±nterpretat,ion 'offac:ts; rat~e:r. it'
rev.:ea;Ls.,t.wo.baeically· différent attitudes. toward National Social:ism.•His~
tori~ns 9f t~e older gBn~ration approach:the proble~'f+om.a mara~ and ideo
logioal· ppin.t of .yi.~w.In ass~rting ·that.. the Nazis' deli'beratèlY· planned the'
Reiohstag .fire, th~y a.re. proo.eeding· not· from an opjecti.ve.:examination: of thè
hi.E!toJ?;iofl-l record. bu.t .f+,om ..a' :p:to.conc.ei.ved notion 'of the' Nazi·s aS,';evil ·.ter;".
ro~istE!~who wQu).d St0P: ..3 t nQy.hing :to get· their way .. Fo.r thef <youngergerièra':'"
tion,·9n. tb,e." other hand,vrhat.- :is si·gnifioant· is .the s.peed~.and .the:: v.i<gbür.~' " .~

wi th which the Naz·is. ·rèact.ed to..a" ;crisis tha t took thBm total:ly- utlati'a.:rés,j. 'I

for 1fe have only to contrast these quali ties wi th the hesi tatcy .,l:ild·: fl.ab;.;.~·:

biness 9+ the German other parties . -with wha1; Julius ~ebe::r called~ ",th~. whole
inn:erj-i{è~kri~'ssJ:ä:hd indeciefion 'of" the We'ïmar front,,-·to'· .·se:e 'hoi/ frnpo'rtänt .' •

,'. ;., ..... • 1 '. . • • #~ • • .,. • '.... .' -. • •• ", '1"' # l.' . J.' ;-

a f[ê't~6,:r.:~)t,hèY·;.'!"e~e' .in:ca!~yiilg:: t~e'-Na:ii,s;'Jrom ..their '~~igi~al i.risécu~.i.~~cas.
expena.'á"b'lJ\?' allie'13 of. thë' 'ármy_ and bïg business:: t.Q' ~ 'P913i ti6:ri.. of totar"do,-:-.
iitin'àüon<:.'.~, .c,~;: :' '~.' .. .- .':. :>: ~. . .'....". ". :. :. . ~.....;'. . .',,,; ."
If Mqmmse.p;J:s ana-J1.YJ3'iè -of the Reichstag fire forcesuf;? 'to revi·se oyr n6W"-'..

of the Nazis in 1933?Harold Gordon's new book undertakes a simila:r~ev~n~more

far-:-.re.aohing :~ev'isiort of th.eir: positi:On te:p::-y.ears· e·arlier;at. thé,' ti'lI1e ·(;ff· ..,

Rit.le·r ' s: ..f.amo:L,1.s.: heer-hall. Pu:tsch· in 1923.Th-e· convent.ional· pictur,y' öf th~

beer-:-hall·/.J>U:'t.6c.h j áS.:·pl'esented-once-· again in Riè};1a:rd.;Hans-En; los. :.raëy·; :po.pulár·'"
aCCGunt~ is'. of a' ..~fmileston13I·~.6n<rri tl erI.s,- "road to .powoer" ,and: though.mil'lor .,~

chraotrys abound, Ritl ~r .and ;hi:~.,sd10J?'Il~:roo~ere.. ~e.bu:py the. c:ente'r . of ~he,'r: ...l'.:
stag~:._·.. G.ordon I S a.ch~evement~s. ·to 'd:Lss'eot th;LS. oonventl.onal,· pJ.ctu.r~ step"

.by.:.catep' and 5ho1'1 how d.eèept.ive(·it i.e. .. , . . , ,.
Even Bra0her.,mainta.ined ,tha:t- Ritlex bad iarriv.ed,in' 1923, "at': the pód.nt,' at '1;'

which: h~' 'ûecided tb set ou".; .on thB road to .p-ower". Nothi-ng' of;' tne', sort, Go~,.
don r.epli.es-;; In reali ty, Ri.tIer. acted precipitately;unreflectingly', désperá.i..c ;

tely,bönvinoed that.~theÏwiae his fóllowers would .. desert him andhis'm6ve
ment :wbuld conap.~e.But·,that isnoi{:all.The reason:~he Putsch failed,. ".
Braoher argq:es;:1.s b'ècause the. various diffe.rent: g.rOllpS w'ere "badlyco":"
ordinated".This itiJplies an over-all plari, but in ·reail:.i ty there was 'no ~.plan•.
The· di;ff~rent.. groups, Gordon shows, were not .so muon ,"badly coorclinated" as
"at l.oggerheads".-The.largest papa-military otganisati.on~in.Bavaritl.had no,'
ill:t.enti.on ,of following HitleI';the mos·t 'redoubteble' o.f:"all the free-Gorps.
1 eaders-,:EhrharlJlt· , stöod ostenta}iollsly aside .Far .fTom.ib.eing the leading. fi- :
gure,IUi:tler .did ·not 'even ,"'dö'minate ·.theled1t· wing,let· alone the"entire' move..,.
ment "',and. n.othing.. could,. he rnq.r-:e mis:)..eading than: r-t'o~'look~back on' Bavaria., in
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1923 and see only the NSDAP.".
T~reè,pö~pts, of general signific~~oe for the history of National 'Sociali~m,

emerge from'Gordon'a StlldYiTh~ first is the futility of the "st'a:ndard" mo
ralistio approadh, which lays dOlm that "the Nation,:L1 Socialists, were, bad
8:~d -yhey 'did bad 'things', 'beoause they were bad", an approach,,( as Gordon: says)
thit' ".çloe-s,' nö"t help the serio-qs hisilorian" who wants to know "why anP:' how
they-got 'int'o ~,pas.;ï.tion" -ho do :thes,e thingsiThe seoond is the 1l1argely'
ni~thicapÎchrs1ótel:''.8fthe "old, oonspiratoriál '~chool 'of historica!: inte~ ,
pre~at,~on", wbi.c1+, Ç!.epic:ts Hi:tler and llis assQoiates as oonsummate sch~~'~rs,'
"sitt'iii,g,(~,own arid cólgJ.y plänni~g, a.:,putsch" in a situat;ion that left theID;-,: ,.
free. to' iléc:Lde thei'r pes,t, :poss:i,ble pourse of act'ion", when ',in reali'ty they
were~ d):,iv~m by 'evehts to ,~mbark on an ü1-considered,111-prepared and extra
orci:inè:rj,ly, incorripetentlY 'conduc:t,ed' operation whicb. .. iïéver had' one chance 'in .
a hundrêd"öf succes's •. , ' , , "

But perhaps the most, important point, is tha way oJ:?r p-reo,ocupa,tion,~i th" Na
tiönal SÓcialism has' distorted our view of German histo~~Wherè,others have
trainèd the limeiigh~ on IIitIèr', and ihe ~azis~.dord,.on pîaóesthêm ,'in, his
torical'perspective,and th~ resuit ,is tha~ the beet~~aïl Putsèh~inst~d of
figuring as the inauguration of a,'óarefulfy p1anned 'Campa'~gn ,leading step
by st ep, to 1933, is, f'irm.lY s'et, in'_ i ts time., not the prelude, to' the Nà~ire-

." '. • '.., ", ..• • l' •

volut ion but the last ,-and by no meanà the most dange~ous- cf a ser~es of
attempts, tÖ:,överthrow the, established ordei- ;t'!;lát had p~hctuated the t:r:oubled
histo;ry ç,f' the,'Weimar 'Republû} ev:~r"since 1-9,19. ,. . , "
The rè§u:),.~s of 'th:i;s,.reVision are a picture, of Nazi reaÜ. ty f~r more dir...
f~r~n1ïiate5i .and fle:x:ïb:Le: ~han we have 'come tó aècept'. where the older gene
ratiè;m.. 9:~!!lon:i,zed"ih,e NazJils;huilc;I:ipg;.:tlielJl up t.e 'ctiminals of almost su.per:.
hum~n,dimen~ions~thecUmulative~ffeÖt of ~h~'work of the younger:genera
ion "i~ to de-demonize them~:BroszP,-h,:til partiöillaJ:')has .sh,own· how little ,~up
s-tanoé ,there is in th~' coiwentionaJ., ïnterpretatioh of Nazi poli:cy af?:, thE1 " "
systematic 'implemei-liatiori of 'long-tel'mohjectivee laid do~..,.in"Mein",

Kampf'~ or elsewh~re- long before the se.~zure of power.'rhe. o~d piÓ~~te of'., '
the'Nazi statè,as " a ..per:f~ct rnonolitb.ic. order" crumbleswhën confronted
by the.facts!lnstead of a'carefully planned and organi zed instrument of
totalitarian domination,what we'see is an almost ~aphazard tangle of-over
lapping,and conflicting authorit~es,brutai and oppressive but'also clumsy,
wasteful ,and inefficient. ,', '
Nor ~s. it true -as Bracher,among others,has suggestêd~ thatthis confusion
was ;deliberately ceated by, Hitlor as a part of a poiiêy,of' "di:vi9-e and "rule"
des~gneé!. to make his own position unassailable •.on the conträry,it simpÏy'
gre~' ''liP :,p:j..,ecemeal, as aresult of weak control ,1ndecision and, in~rli{a. ' '
Even 'on 'questions af art and cul1hure 'there was' nó ,considered policy, when
Hitier came'to power.Nothing is less true,as Hi1degard,:Brenner.his shown",
than Holborn,' s, :statement that 11 Go ebbel,s, managed to ~ubJ.eci t~e tot~ll.Jy ,',
of publ,icfy: :e~pressed opnions and, cultural (lreatl.ons t,c, h:l.s 'orçlers" in, ' ' ...
a few mObths,during the sumtner and fall of 1'933.In reality;the bat'tle ov~r
mode;n"ar't went on (that "guttersnipe" Goebbe'ls' supportingthe mo~erni~ts"
through01it :1.933. and was only decided -against Goebbel~.- .in ,'September, 1934.
The, èp.isodë:,,fs·'not·so un,important as it may seem,'for it,und;erlines,the point
mad~' 9Y Brä'cher and .lJ.e-rmann Mau that the .Nazis,far -from ':exerc'ising plaimed
dict~tori'á:i powers from the moment HitIer became cháncetior ~n Januä.ry, 1933,
only finally consolidated their position after August,1934.Indeed,if the
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"insti tutional basis" of ~azism$as Bracher rtghtly maintain~';vTaS the SS
and~the· Gestapo, it migh·t be mC?ro correctto put:the turn.ing pom in June,
'1936,when Himmler'w'as f.irially' vested w:lth dictato-rialpowe.rs·.·
The revision of·the éonvent'ional 'picture of the :Nazi seizûre óf .power
has wider impliQations than' 'may at-:f>rst seem··ev'ident .. No- ·.one 'in'his fil.enses·
today minds ver;/ much ei. ther way' about the pre'd:r-sé,i; proce"ss' by wh:Lch the ,,:
Nazi.s. estab1ished 'con:trol,and -i:>t, is' 'easy to 10s~ pá+tenó'e -,wfth :th:~.si-p.~i,n:

staking, studies of the 'detail ~-óf" Nazi p6licYnBui, th-ts ,is "nei' ',the .,P'dint';
. .' . r~.. .' .-. . "'. ~ '. . ' r' p.

~he point is' rátheT ··that 'no réàlisti'd ··v'i.ew of, t~.e la,st· .:century' of Ge'man
history 'is ,p0f:lsiblé v:ntQl::,the ·-d.ytlls:Bürroundnmg .1ti:Hi his:b.ory-·ö{ liazism ' ~ ,:.
ha:ve ..been di SinantlecL H is ,'in i1his 'W·idEi:r- p-eI'epect:f'l1'e that ihe 'vlorkoi üi.é

.. , Jounger: :histbriî.ans-s·t.oold: be ·lféen-.The ·last Jching tJ:1ey'int'end is.' ~'d>eicu:î
pate ~thé';lTazis;but thE:JY rea'lize" that we' riece-rcai.'Ï hop'e 't~6 s'eé Cetiq~":'hi.'.:s:,,:
tory in pe:rspect'ive ür+'il they havo been cut down to s"i~e:;' .,,' .' .:.., ;;.; ,

The cor-öllary' to' the '1: de~emonizatj_onll"of' nat·ièniaI·:S'üdi'al:l.sm.:·J,s.··!tb;e' rtde~"
dèmon:i:zatïonH of Eit:..er.·I 'öorifess it i'S' a subjeé~ 'that 'leaves !J1é'cold';' . ".
noir-;so: lDuch because -i-~ iEVüif1'i·cul t te> challengËi"cu:i-r~i -preconceptions: about
Hitlel' :'W'ithout appeari<Ï1g' ter vthi tewas!l him, butbecaüse' it "smacks too in1icl'i: "
of ·that -pi-eoceu.pation ··with ''I>ersonal'{tiës that seems to '!he ·to be. 'one of
the'ble'lnisheo O:fd.'liberal· hifitoriography'-Bui' it' is pröhably' trtie that herl3'
also -thère i's :.,...oom f,or ne'vl' thought, and'::t\TO at least ïnak'e a start .One is:" .,'
Sch:!r3'.mtnJ~.;diagnosis of

1
~itler.f.~~ 'versonali:~ as-rèvea:i~d'''-J.,n 'h{s table~:. ',: ,".

talk in '~94t.'a;nd'1942; jrhe"o:Bher is"Eberhard 'Jäckel's analysis of his" :.
pol-i.tica~, ide~,~ as. expressè,d' ih, I~M~in'·-k~mpfff and. -the 86.-ca~ie~"s-ecr'e;t·~f,. ,:;.
book of ,c928. ,/ NeJ.th3:r' 3eems -to me entJ.rely sa'tJ.spactory, J.f 'o~ly - bE:3bà1,l~e'

wey ~:ea-.re:,outthe centl.'pr 'périod .of Hi-tler' s iife~BehTeen th'e" thj:rd~rai-e~-,'c
pro'V'incial" ~oli:ticiai1 'ör' \ 928, lfitli no;" apparent future, and' t-hE1 apparent1;!·".
irrif.:ltstalrlé conqu.eJXH 'of· 1~94~1·:jÜ;è· tliê" years of'· ast-ouu.ding sucëess bet~e"è'n

1910" ap.d i .940; and it'-is gárd.' t:o 'thil-lli: :':f;h~t :IDhey ·contribu.ted nothlng' to' . .
hJs·dev.eloj-yinentn· - ';',~ .... '. ".
Schramm! 6,: b60k' is, Ü1- sffeat '-a" readiorl" à;~ái:cisÏ;' the' two s~ereotypes 'which
haVé', goye'rned ·RO mU'eh.' of ·the'l'i·'ii'era'f;uf..e· 'onHi tl'er·:·trivialization and. de
monizati'Ori:;Nei thet i;he familiä:t -eale1.cature cf''8: ''psychotic, seini.&.educat~q.'
p'etty bourgeoj,s ag'itätof-,nor·thè'·picJcure painteu ·by·historiaIi.s such as:';'"
Meinecke and Ri ttet·.- 0î ·a~.I!delP.onic·~chéü·a.cterH;totálly·ö~ts:i.de'the' no~m's ... ,: .:.
of ordinary human experience, does justice to the baffling': 'cdmplexi t;t- '~f'"
H-i+.ler'-à pe:l!'-sonalit;/,.8bhi'ám::n·I -s essel'lt'ial :point is' tha.t"we<·shaIl'··neve~··gei

::vrl..'b'ld.n, r!Jeasl;:'·ra.b~~e distal'lce of t~è', probleITis' Ri tlerposêci if wè cifsmlss hifi'
simpiy. ;8.8 a' 'JtèI'rible amoralistli,'ór a ·"hy:Pel......Machia'~enié;,ri _no longer 'in~: ,
h:i.bitecil. by·lalf".I:1 rëál:tty,Hiti~r'hadhis 01-Tn i1well':"groundediinà éensis, :,<
tent" mor.ali ty and hlS :own "concopt of legalityil',and.·'t'he"f&étJthat·'we may.:,;
find them rept.".J.sive· i,s:no reason not to talte,:th'eni'seriously'~ ,..: .:. __.
This cenclusioD., whicJ\ 'Schramm arrives ·at after a· slow beginnil1g, 1S' the "
starting' point of Jäckel \' s book·~A- ..member of' theyounger gel1eratio'n~Jäcke;L'

has fewer inhibHions than Schramm an<6: pursues his a,nalysis' more 'syste
matically;but for him alse the first step is +'0 realize that Hitier "had
pFincif)les" - Ilno'l; mcral cinés in· '~he üs:'i.alsenseo ••but ••• principles never-

. tlie'lessH-amdsinoe :i.t was' accordi-ng wj~tt. these prl-nciples 'that flhis poli-"
cies··töok. t-heJ..l~ coursell'~we shaiJ! :rlOt 'gei very fal' un-til we have' subj8'C- .,

':sed :tl:ié'm 't0-dispassionate' ana:Tysis~' '., - .,.
. :~, ....•.• , :. j ~ ," j . I .' .... f (
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Sprookje voor kleine monarchistjes.

. Er 1DGS U1IS em keming, die het record
Iulrdloopen U10U ~ter.m. Daarom ~ '.

._ded hij zich meI van -zijn ongerrWc-
.. kel/ike .fIltrustingutukkm••

De trouwe hond Fide' zorgde ervoor,
dat de veheiligde voorwerpen. niet lIel'
lorm lfingm, en hield et· trouw de

_wacht biJ. . • I

. .' ,', ~4Qf t~ nu de koning' niet terug .. HIJ groei' de .kostbare l'oorwerpen
. i' .,11/0(( 'komm, ging Pide' op .zoek.en', weer op" en dpporteerde :ze !Iet baasje .
:iJ<;~'~ .zijn. heer eindelijk weer thuis: /: 'i .. . met trouw4!!l 1Iondeblik..>

~.

,...~--------"""z----:l:---~~" 'j--~:-----....,..--""""'it--------,

"

Ontroerd door QOOUI IUlnlumkellik·
.' hd4 _relde de.. ItOflbtI1 ICqt~.

lrroofI m ".",.141 &N~ .,. '''elootuü F/ûl
door Mrn em ,zilveren hoa4mZ_ep t.

..• ·wrkeMfJ. .

Ab nu • troeI_ Itond 14ter met deze'
Z&Nq getucJitl;d· rtletd; IrlDÜpebtlUlrtte
hll lJroolijk:.,,l.eH: de kOnIng I"

(Simplic:issimus. Münc:hen.)

De Notenkraker, 11 februari 1933





As Jäcke~ points out,the current image of Hitler is confused and incon
sisteI1t~and blurredby'subjective moral judgments.Even Bullock,in his weel
knöwn";bio~ra.phy,èlesQ;r::i,bes Hitler as "an opportunist entireJ,y without prin
ciplE?",ándthen,alinóài{ in'the same breath,speaksof the,"c9nsistency and .
astö·Ï).i~h~ng power ,of ,will" with vr]hich he pu:rsues, his aim~.Op OlIe side we
él"rl'? "told' t~at:Hit~er:: 4ad' no ,id,eas', let alene a consis-tient' ljW~ltanschauung",
on·--the ','o~her t1;J.,at, :eyC?rything he did wasclearly set out·, in ",M~în'Kampf" •
Accordiiig,tó Ráuséhning"ev~nHitler's anti-Semitism ifas taçtical;·his only
prïncipl'ë"was power and domination for its own sake.At the same time we are
bidd-en to ,.b.eLieve that the aims which confrot us. during the war were fo~

mulated 'by,,1924 and were pursued from that time fo~ard i1fi th unswerving ,
resolution~~ .'
Jäckel' s critique of·the' self-contradictions historical researçh has brought
~~on ~tself?y abandoning sy~temat~c analysis and.relying in~tead on i~tU1~,

tl.ve Judgrnents and other "obl.tor dl.cta" of ex-Nazl.s such as :tt'è":r:mann Rau.sch
n:i-ng is cïgen:t','and convineing. So, also is hisanalysis of th'é 'áëve16i)ment of'
Hitler' s' ideas from the "conventional foundations" wi th which he be'gan: ,in
1920.At the age of thirty,as Jäekel saJls,Hitlernwas still "a eonventiöl1"~l ,~

anti-Semite, and a convent ional revisionist", mouthingcomm01.1pla,ces which ha.d
been elapt~ap of right-wing German politicians for a gener~tion.Even his
idea of conquering living spaeo in the east was taken over lock,stock and-'
barrel from the pan....gel71fia.m.stRirst World War. Countless other 'righ~-wing

agitators ha.d.denouneed the jews,the Bolsheviks,and the Versailles se:ttJ-E?~

ment .Hitler~' S,. distinctive quality was his abili ty to take theseseparable
threads and weave them together into a single,self~consistent "Weltanschau-'
ung",~Separately, they ware neither new nor origirial; but by combining them in
a logically integrated ideological sfrueture,he galvanized them,into a
powerful instrument-of politioa~·~otion.

Jäckel isright to insis,t (contrary bo the myth propagated by Hitler him
self) how cqmparatively late Hitler's distinctive intellectual deyelopment
gegan, but' when.he goe.s on to suggest that it was completed i Il all important
respects, includling the idea of. the extermination of furop,ean J ewry; by. :.1928,
if not earlier"thé evidence he brings fOTIrind is less ~onvincing.Moreover"

two newlr èliscovered interviews'~8ichEdouardCaiic has recently published,
poiilt in 'the opposi te direction. The importance.' of:,these· interviews, whien
Hitler granted to Richard Breiting,th~ editor of,the leadi.ng Qonser~tiye
Leipzig daily paper,in 1931,lies in'the light th~y throw upo~ ~ts ideas at
tàe crucia;l, moment of his eareer after the electiÇl~s.. o;fJ 930 had·made him.
for ,thefir~t ..time a s~riousfá,ree in German poli:.ticl3 ..)t wouJ.,d be. su~pri~
sing :j..f his.' as,tonishirig suëcess ay the polls had no.t bO'ost~d ,Hitler' ~ self...
cori'f:i,denge ,'and enéouraged ~him ".::>, push his' ideas to new.E}:x;tpemes;and in faet,
as laliq'-pollts óut,the.intex;vievrs unfold r'-p:I;ansfor.the:f.u:ture w.l:1ieh 'could
not have been deduced eitherfrom"his speeches or from.hisbook"!Meil) Kampf"
or frQ·m. thé' Na'zi 'party' s prOgram."', ' ' .'
And "yet" eVen at .. th:ls date ,hfs ,views''',on a','matter so fundamental as a;nti-:
Semi t'fsm 'were far more com:pl.~toiY_develo,ped.HistÓl'rié;"l.ns have assumed wi th-·
out questio.n ,thai the, "finaf s,álution'Jvias~inCalic's words;"the c*lmi-·.
nat"iQrl....:óf aro~g-pr~pa~ed program •• ~.an.n:ouri~ed'in "Mein Kat(lpf" ,.In :;-ea-;",'
lity, i.,t.appears' that. Hitler'..s ideas: only gradually crystal~tzed af~er long
gest.átiori}:p~.rhaps~n~t firtaÜy befor'e, 1938,.'1'0 begin with, there, is .r:t.<?" '-.",~,
do~Pt,;'.a8' Jä:e~e+ ".shows, that· jhe sol,uti.on he foresaw for"the ~,ewish que~-,
tion" was emigration or deportation.The question,of course,l.s when thl.s
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attitude changed.J~okel believes that it was in 1924,d~ring Hitlèr's ~i~~.
j,'irisonment in LaftdSberg, but'· theeVidence he adduceá is-tènuous and l.n~on~··
ctusiveoIt ·i.s a s~-·éont.rad.ic~ed 'by the Breiting i~te~:.bi~ws;HiiJ:~r;i.~!.:
fact',told Breiting quite ~catègorióally thai; he did ilot 'rriri~ènd' to·)~àssq~ ......
cr~ the Jews ll ,. and:.though .:Brêiting came away conirince'd'tp.at ·Hitler.l~s·'i'fi.- ' ..
rad.es· of ·hate 'àgalnsi the;J"ews'iTE:i~a no mèJ;'e intimidation marieuver ll arici'".t.hát
he would perse,?ute-tJ:iem :lf'hE?' 'camEl: tó pqwer,he had: lic' :d6ubt that Pl:;.se.:.'- :
cution, even ·at· th5.s late 'd:ate, meänt .at 'worst expr,Öpri~t.i()n ánd e.xpul~.:i,~n•.··,"

",. •••• • • .' - .' I. • ", '.,. .._ ' •••••

I qID vTell aware that anyeune'.1:Tho .que.st.i(;ms the view. that .the ufinal .solu-'-· 
tion" was inHitle:r:'s ..mi.~1d' fromthe ..E?ta;r:t· of his',politicaL'career isasking
for trouble;it may aloo be said thai; it loes not matter in the 10ng.~I'I.1h"""·.'·

ang. certainly. made no dtfference,.--j;Q: :the.,victims- vTether the ,,~oad".to '1:4e :,:' :".
'..!.;t;:~néM. solut;iq-n','. was :longer andl~~E?·.,çl;ir.ect than. has ;commonly heèn·'as·s.um;e·d, •.:
TJ?.~.<J?0.ints I ,-:,wisb., to ll)ë.l.le:a]:'e ·4iff-e;I'E'mt:. 'J;he first "is' that JäckEÜ( iE? ~sti:re.:;,r.t

ly; r~ght in insisting that we .ca..yWotpickand .chooSê.'.among .. Hitler ~':s stqt~::,

me!l.t,s~p~jecting those. {for,~~xampl~:,h-is:s-tatement ;tö' B.ri3it:ing in 1.9.31 't:ha:.t':.
he .Ldid :?ot intend to ;ki;ll. off _th~ J,~J'f~} that do·n~t.;;c-.o.'tnf!!7rm to our·llr'e-.
sB-pposi.tj.ons and accepting only .thOS.~1(w4j;ch tally lWith·. Dur preconcreïved .
ideéj..n:~ Th.e .se.cond is that i t is al'l _-to:..~easy to vlrit-e',aa though ant'i'-Seini
tisl:\l was ram'pan~ in Weimar Germany and .all Hi tle.! ha.d ·:to· do ·t:a .win support
was to,. ,:l?lay upon ~ t .-In reali tY"the we.;i.oght of ·exi-d.EIDOOI indicatEJ8 that anti
Sem~~.i.8~ was.a; liability rather than:·an ass.et i~ the :ra~i'·program,bu;t,.a.. :."
liabj~i;~y. thaii had ~q be ac.c·epteè. i!l det:erence tQ Hitler's ingrained' pr.e:--. ·ï:

j1l-~i.tP~:s;" " .'... '.
No one' doub;ts that an ~nd:e,:r:cliITrent of anti-Semiitism ·was alwa~s present .ïh"u.
lTeimar Gerrneny, vTell:J..ng up. at times ot:·econQmic distress -after 1918~.and ......
again after 1929- and 8ubsiding when" conditiqns' improved.But.as· Donald,.
NJ..(,wy~;: has pointed out,it was.an "irritant" rather than a major I?!obIem':r
and"'~a óne: ~'?ok ~nti:-Semitis~:' ?'f the ~~az.i~ "y~ry 8erious.~yll .1,lnt~~:· lo'hg' '.'
af-ter 19'3.3. The dangj3r of exaggeratlng lts llDportance ln the ·llght. of
after' ~events·~like the. danger of exarggerating the importance 0f.-:the 1>lltscfi
of 1'92.3!-· j.:3: thèdistol:'tion' of German history wh:'ch resul ts ;Thë ·W.ëimar Rei.:'

pu'blj:'c,a-s ·~v-{d. F'8'i:ï'~2has t+,u.ly :.~aîd, "w~s much mor~'~:h~h !\ a~'tec1ülinb~r:" .:
t·o the Na;zi. perlod,-" . butt'hai.: la' how' l t appears vlhen w:e:. make the tl§larch
for th~···an~,;·ecedents ai" Nazüimf·ö'Ur· meacure and criterïon.That is vThyi·t is
importan-t· to: a.naly~e such' bi ttsrly' sensitive issue.s. 8.13 'anti"':Semitism' c~'ol':" :
1;1 arid obj e·ctl,j-ely-- ": .."". . .. ' .
The ·i.luestion that ai-ises :i.s;~ihether these partial revisioris' pf cu:i:'rent
orth6doxy add up to a hew view' of.iecent German histöry.My.ahswer is .that
t'hey"do', but only if they are s-edtr~in a "broader setting.:i:-{ I h1:ve been con~'
tJ\~l'ned in the main wi ~~h vario'us g;s;pect::(o'f Na\ional Soc'ial'i'st h~story,ï t .
is not beci:l.use I think they are' the mb'st. important but 'beèa'use' this is ..·tte
'area dealt- '~Tith by' most af 'th~'b'ooks I hav:e reviewecLln reality,the in
terpretation of National Socialism is only <me area in··.;.(ii.ich - thè tradÜ'i
onal li'hera1. atrpr6ach -to Ç1e·rma.:i(his'l;bry is under: attack,ahd' thou~h i t' ii? ...
obVioü.sly iin'possïbie' o'r'l' tiiis' 'ocoasion tb consider other areas -för'. e'xarn~'

pJ.e,t}i~~ents; 'br; 1918 'a~,d:'1919-"1't- -is·'l.m~ortant:·t·o·empha:i:üze-'that·.what is
at iS$ü'è':Ls'" ilbt our 'r:i:~w of' pa:rth~\ilá-!- as'pect$ of Naz'i' Y1i'st'oI'y but rat:p.er
the ade'q,uaby of the i~,beralJ interpl-etatio!'l an'a. i ts -Qpderiying assurtlj:>tions.
It is becausé:' the younger gi:ine'ratibîl of historiians has ba:st doubt. <>n' their
' ....alid,{.~yrGh-a.:t!: a +lew .Vi.ew of' German histo:~~~'u"nen6'umbered 'by liberal ·pre~lll.p-
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positions,has become so necessary.Recent research has sltered our picture
not merely of particular incidents and phases but of the whole course of
German history from Bismarck to the present day.ln a concluding article I
shall try to draw the threads together and pick out at least the broad
contours of the new pattern.
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1 ) "Mandarins and Nazis",NYR,October 19.
2 ) Fritz K.Ringer, The Decline of the German Mandarins:The German acade

mic Community,1890 - 1933··1Ë:arvard,1972)
3 ) Helmut Böhme,Deutschlands neg zur Grossmach,t (Kiepenheuer & Witsch

CG>logne,1966) , , '
4 ) Martin Broszat, Der Staat llitlcrs (~eutscher Taschenbuchenverlag:

Muni:cih 1969) -
The Gerna,n Dictatörship by Karl Dietrich Bracher (Prae~er,1970)

5 ).Republic to Re~ch:The l~king of the Nazi Re~blution
6 ) Germany Since 1918 . U
7·) JIitler's ·So,cial Revolution: Class and Status in Nazi ermany,1933-1939

(Doubleday)
8 ) aitler and the Beer Häll Putsch
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A N E W V lEW 0 F G E R MAN HlS TOR Y "'- .,~'" :

. , . _" . __ . _.' _..,.____ ....._.,' ,_,..__ 1.__.....

S0me t-wentY'Yéëlr::-S ,ago" Rans 'Kohn pUbl:ished a bö'ok' called ,llGerman HistorY:Soin~""
lfuw 'Oerman Viewsll.r't.··ii:ncluded somë=:i;.ii-terêstini c:dntributï.'ons, buÎi :in retrosp:é'ct
v-t.Ei' oan see thé11;' 'tue ·ul'l:tlertaking 'a,g::"ar ':l'Tl101é 'was·.pTemature. In '195'2 the 'time was
riöt .·r1.pefor :ä new '~\i'aluat;icm: of d~rman hfsiorY. What 'S'eeméd 'impO'I'tant' therri
aoo:what" the éssayé in 'Kohn,i s:'V'oltimee"v{~é~':êónc-erned with, was the rehabili-'"
tàtion oT the 'lib"èral 'ïnt'érpretatior-rtf";'1hieh had b'eendenied a heàTing in the .
lfazi ~perio'd~'Butmthe'.airguiiient:"stÜl :rEfV6ived :lil thé' fram'ework of' the old :con":'
fl.ict- between li.biëral ahd -conser\iat:i::"V'é"-hiEfto-riography. ' ., J,:~'_ ,.:, "

It iiias oil1y- ten' ,yeius':,l'atèr ''that a n-ew~ Vié~tJf Gerllian 'history 'b~ecáme'possible',
as a 'new,·'genèrat'i'o-n':bf histo;rians;'began t~d, lOok crit'ical'li not "ö'i'l1y 'at' the
work of conservative historians such as Gerhard Ritter but also at the 'assUIDp
tions ~d:ex+.yin~ the,wq:r:k '.o~f ,;W:~?-:-mé!-~ ,~:iberals.F:;or,Wei~ar:).:i,:b,eralá,;.E!II! and:- "\tl!l:l:imar
con~~r~t.i sm b,o:tJ1, -4ad t~~i~ _roq~~ ,in, the ,sa.me s~i:J,~, tAs" ~p}.), 0 f, Bis~marçk 's "
R~i.ph .~,nd ..GEff.IIlal1j: }.;deali:sJ?)and what ,ooncsrned, the ,youn~,_generq;liionof his~

torip.~ wf19 grew u,p.~~ a.f:te.r 1~:945,wal3 p.():t: ~hether th.e,conj3E;}~vati ve or the lilJe....
:r;:a;L, int·:ez:.p:z;etÇl.tion ;wa~. ',more, 01 ,le,~s({~xrect..:b~t ,~h~,;. ~lidi ty o,f th-eir common
ass~ptio.~s. It ~s: aea~st :thes~, ~SsUlI}p.ti:ons thélc'-t, th~ 'younger historians ,hÇl."Ve
reacted,and the"d,ist.~,nct:ive feat'\lro of, the n.e"T view. of GerOl.a:n history w4ich
has ,gradUallytaken shape' in the last ten years is its emancipat~on from the
r~riJiQdox iibèra~ ;ideo~'p~:. ,', . :, _~ . , ",' - . . -',

For ::J.iberal' '~î'sh)ri..Qgra:phy,Ül' spite of' i,ts prete'nsions to: s"tri:Ci eml':rn.cism,
is i~-the 'last,~~&iys±sno'tess;firml~'anchored'inideülbgi~~î'preconc~ptions'
thá'n{ :is,ètnië'cocin~rva-tlVé historiograÎ)l'lY ifchall enges ~ r'hëiv~ 'à'lréadY 'J.n'dJ..cated
the nature of these preconcep1jiOns;using the Eitandàrd'·:hfstDrfea 'of Hajo' ::.:I'di... ,
bom' an:d' Kar!" Di:et:i'i'ch"B'ra6he:i1'as~'fuy 'texts,a:nd' r: di:r ·tlö'f'·própose: tö,'repeat:'"
o-rto amplify wha:t ''1 ha-ve lsa'±d2,.k Mi analysiswoutil ieq'liire- consideréiti.dh,',
of"the-~ liberall: 'intEiî'!ln'e:tafiori:' 'of the' revoY~,tion' o~ '1'~!8,~Tïth i ts .endor~éOlént
of thS" só....öalled-"OCt-ouir .revolu-t'ümfl ,"thi'ch , ga've :~~'Ëi: Y±berá:ls 'what th'ey'wan
ted''':'naniely,'Consti tU,tionaf, ref6iin' àr:l;~ parliamentaT;i: goVernineiit-, and i ts' r~:'
jeotHm., 'ot' the '''Növeinbér revo::tü"1;ion", throl1gh: vThicili thé '~örking p-opula'ti.qn'~~·

triEid t~ ~ecur~ ,th~'; st:>'rt~~t,'changés:'thàt ;..TOuld' ~-a.ve '~~arked a real breä~ wïth" "
the prewar socl.al -sys~em.-- " . , ".'
A fuih.i, analysis .'W'ou:ld alsó require Considexation óf t:he'liberal interpr~-
tiort.. of the resisfance moveni:ent·'à.fte'X" 1933;with i ts~ empha'sis' ~dn-':the 'sma1i9,:,
upper-' and. midà.le~cla'Ss' c"bmporienf~'pàttioularlY:'1;he;mil:ltàrY' 'resIsta:nc'e , al;... ,~
th6'Ólgh' (ás B:ri~cher r:fg~t,l~'saYfn iriiiitax-y resiét;;{nce' '~'d.,:lq -not' 'exist at all';
be'fore: 1938.Above alF'e-lsë','i"t ~u1:dl req)l:i:re 'C~1.t'::i:"èàl· ~:iá.rriîfiá.t'~'Cin of the liberal
veri:lÏon of Weiina:r~'nist6ry.;~Ti~-ï-'ts: unde'rlYing"tnigéesi±bh :that thé:'èl.i;tff:tul-- '
ties and ultimate collapse of the Republic were due to factors for whi~h the
liberai middlEi c~~sses'cóuld;~ot De 'h~ld'responiibie -r~parati6ns,inf1ation,
lad'k'-bf undersianding 'on thèl~p~rt' ofc t-he ill'ied':'pcYWèTs.rf'glit,,:;wing'· radicá-
lism, thé nëpres~iárt~It.i.would: ~i:rk: WhY'1;h:ts>1ioèraF'h{s"t-Öry~has"'ne~lected to
prdb ~~ the': 'sh6i'tëÖ'ID±îigs'>~''th,e' ;Po;ri:cfes:: ::pü':r~l1Eia 'by ,thee midèÜ. e-c1'a-s'8,1 pá!ties ,
whicll' àrituàily 'held' the: 'këi(~'s{ti~n's in govèrnment for eighf; ,c:r!b.c'ial years ~ .
from 1920 to 1928.
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The Failure of Illiberalism
Fritz Stern
Knopf...._

--------------------------------------- ----
EtiEmn~.,.B.alazs once said that Çhines. histo-ry was. writiten. by mal1qarin~,fo~' man
daxina,about mandarins.~Me shall. not go far wrong if.we say that liberal histo-

\ '.-.. . ...... " .... - . .. - .... ....
ry is history wri tten by the middl~-class,for the mid.dl.e-class., about the middle

• • •. ~ • .' '.' • 1 • • • " '. • , • •• • •

clasf;1,o-~ am. not, or c,?urse, sugges.1;.i~g. ~;hat a.liberal, mi.dd~;~",:class.view· of German
histo.r.~ .should be· replaced by a~ Ma;r-xist, :work~pg~class vi~~L q:f, Germa.lf h:ï;'Ej'tory •..
That ;!fOt9-::d siIJlply çe to:juml? out of the. frying p'.an .into._~he fir~.But· one dO'es ,l.

notJ1a.ve ,to be a Ma;rxist t,o, se~ that liberal ..hi:s:tr~ogr~phy pay':s, :(a:r,,'too:.little
attention to the reali ty ,Of divergel1t .. olass inte:r:ests a~d so.cia:;l qon:t;lict ,a~~.
tf1a:~~;:i,E> one of the .mai~.. reas0!1s why .the younger generatiorJ"of "h~~tori_?-p-s finde
i ts in.t.erpreta.tion' of. the. ;S.econd :Empire and the Weima.r Republi.c, .1aoking in
c.onviétion. ,- .,.., '. -.... : .. .- .:_~. ,..

Tlie":f-irst requirem~ent:,if we' are to see Geman history in the' pers;peó'ti vEi of
1912, is a·'·newchronol·ogical frame which takes in the whole century be:gînning'
in 1'81'1 and does not stop short in 1945~No doubt i t wilI·· be saiél that all di:':"
visions of history int'o period~'áré"artificial and ·t:hát i t is' wàS"te 'd±' time to
argUe "ä.boûlï ·them.But the wa~ we 'divïd'ehistory ·up, the evénts we=sele'ct for em
pha·sis.,arid·thd dates we' pick"out äs ti1.rning points are··i!n·portantbooaus:e.i;hey
reflec't our' whole view of the ..past ,-and the liberai periodiûitton 'of Gerrnah'"
history fe'f'lects an-,'outloolC we ticf longer share.lt is geared to:'p"olit;idál' events
puts more emphasis on legal and constitutional forms -than on social":and eco
nom.ic r~lationship.s,and mak~s ~henational state i~s...criterion •.Fritz S.tern,in,
his re.cent book "The Fa-:i,.lure of Illib!3ralism"·,has. sh'ovm how inadequate this
frame' of reference :i,'s,ánd .his, analysis indicates some' of: ·the~ main points any.
ne\{ vi'ew of German hist;O;y. mu~t··take into account.··· .
Stern att"aoks tb,ecor{v~:ntio~~l'v.i;.~w::qf modern,Gèrrnanhistory.at two decisive
poin:ts,.the beg~nning~of the rtevrterrnan na.tiona,l· s·tate a:f~er ,1,871 and the last
yea;r;!3. of...t~e. Weimar;~p:uhl-·io.Fo:r::" E;o:~born,as 'Yle have se~n .:,,:,and. in .this respect
of _course,he .is r~pTese!ttati:v:e ofhist,orians if his. generat,iol'J.- Bismaxqk' s
unif.icai11.on ofcie.rmany in 187.1 ~arks' rthe 'beginning .of a new. period~Stern. re-
j eots.~his ~aoile .equation.Fó·r him,- it'was',"the' ~riurn:ph :.of 'i~dustrial" capi~...
tali~m" ra.:ther than "the achievement Ólf national unification" that: .. -"changed .
the- r'e'ality of GerlDan life".In '18f1',he iITites,'iBismar:ck unifiep.. ihe G.e;ryJa.n. .
state.f},notthe: Germa~s.",and what~e.;~'sought to;save.: ai! the0-sibl:e.. t.op. of:::;~.,

the :po1'it~cal,.syst~m,.the spread of.. ca,pitalisrn .undermined a.t, the: ,large;J.y· in
vislbÏ--e subst~a:tum" ';miere- -Holbo·rn .se'es rBismarqlcf ~ "work Q~tw'eep187:·1 a~d 1.8.90'
as '~t·he. ·cons.o·l:idat,ia"n of 't·h.e.Germaririnpirei",'s'tern máilltains.that I,ihe :created.
~:,:8ystem'~fchepk~ ~l1d imba~änc~s.. dest:J_n~d not to' ~:o.riÇ_iiJ"t.he dóm~.l}i3-,nt.·Inotel!.' he
says.,.éj.1ll!oS:t:. as j,.'f tC?·,c0!1tr.qd;i.d Holborn's formulati:o~l'.'·was.~onfl~;ct,not.~Cq!l7

solidati-.on". . ..
~ ., • "4 _._ • _, .~, , • ,;, ;.

W1fe.~ -w;e ,:t;~rn .from .,the .end. of thEl. nineteenth century to. the Weimar _pe~iod.,1'h~:·

differ.ences .. of int.erpretq,tion arenD less pronounced.Holborn begins his his
tory ,({f ,the Wei~~-r ·Repi.J.'bl-:i;.·c,ch:aract-.eristioallY,with an "elabqrate analysis .
of th.,e;machine:r:Y: o.f .,th~" :.Wei~ar· const~tution a~d' the party. s'·t:ruc.ture, and:e~d8
1'1it4 ..the Nazi s.eizure of powe;r;- 0):1 January 30,1;)9·33. Stern, on the contrary, em-

~ ••• L ., .. ~ I .. " • • • _.~ • • ."
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phasizea that oniy '~the foj;'m df' the state,not the structure of soCiety,waa
changed in 1918-t9"', and.; refusê~':~o treat January 30, Î 9.33, as the end of -th'e
chapter.lt' lraS '''l'ió't 'lÜii~r' s rise to :powe~' but his end" ;h~ iiisists;that:'rïrhar
ked the ~rue break :i;n'qermàh history".Il'Ioreo -er,"the dêSin-eè~1:'ation:of·;the
Weimar Rèpublic';arid the rise' Of~Nazisrri '\'Tere two disiiirtct;:i,f 'overiappirtg"-prooes
ses.~y·-1.93·2 -u.lie coÜap~~' qf Weimar had become inevit·~~.~~;·H~~l.éi:-'s'.~~iutnp4 ha'd ..
not" ..This i$' ~c'1ear1y anotliër wa~ of saying that we shouid pa:mië lJefo~è' we'dis
miss t1J.é'Weimtlr Repv:bÜ.c·:as·:(in DaVid Felix's worQ.s) si'mpiY' Il~in 'itii'è8haJIlbè"r
to th~ "Nazi ve:d:odllo. ,. ....:.,. .... ' ..' .' .... - .,~ '.' ..

The changes in ,pe.-rspect.ive,.t4at Stern ·suggests are impol'tantbecause. they al~

ter the.·whole framework'o:f modern German history.He does,.tlot,ofcourGe,st9-nd
aloneo'lIisView .. ~f. Bisma.rck!s Germany' is closely. re~q,ted to·.the·:int.~rpret,at.1"ons

put·..forward by. Helrnut Böhme é;l.nd Hans.,..Ulrich .Wehler ,and·,'·his. interpr.eta~ion ."
of the critical years ó.lter 19.30 is similar to thaiï:of,~au..and Brache:r .What
we aIle· witnessing,in f'act,is a pieöeméal assault on .the Gonvent.ional'liberal
interpretation of modern Gerrnan historYiand... Ste:vn IS endorsement of thE::.·posi
tion.of .the yo~ngergeneration~arks a decisive stage in the confrontation.
It sigrtifies that the nev ,~ew~which at least in.the case of Bö4ffie and Wehler
has come urtder heavy attack from:thé liberé;l.l side,is at last finding general
accep~ance~ . "
The.e.ssential difference is;of course,the precedenoe which theyoung~:::- gen3ra~

of historians give te sOaial and economic realities.And with the rejection
of the primacy o.f ·polic.ies goes the dismantling of the :.old .politioal mold· in
lihich 'Ge:r:man history h~st1Jaditionally been cast. Fot' :aöhme: the . .J~"TOdecisive
evonts 'in t:he period: witb.:;·"Thich h,e deals ..rere the slu!l1PÇl of 1857 and 1SD; .
not the fou.:I'.dation :of the Sèo.ond Empire in 187t,and ·therrreal ·turning point,
the "end of an epoch",came bet'l·reen 1876 and 18'.j:9.whenB:i.smÇl.rck lI·re-founded"
the Reio.h on fo1.tndaiï:i:olàs 'I'i'hj.ch were to last until:'19l'1. Ç%nd· beyond.
ean we,on~t:ais ba.sis,c.onst.:ruct a· new v:i.evT of Gerrrié1.n"h~gtory..wb.;h-ch is c10ser
to reality;,'·than tbe.óld?I· think v~e oan.,though I can d.o 'more .th.::m S1J,ggèst
the broad,tenta.'Give ..outlines.To bégin ...lütlî;a large q,uestionmark overhangs
the ~~'?ry concept oLî 87:j -:-1945 .as o.né j ·sel·f':'::contairied pe:t'iodoBut.:the main point
is th .·inadeq"uacy oLthe: o2.d politioa:l dht:i,s.i6ns~·their faihl;reto ·piek 'Q13j.t
the really ,decis:.ve :tu.rning .poj.nts~ThQ~4a.:t.e8 tliat ..loom "SQ ·la:rge -187:1.,18.90,
1918,1933;1945'- a:re .not the da.tes that matter:not:{at ..least,if wh~t'~~re,.a~13
concerned ..ith is the history' of the German peopl~· and not ~t4e, hi:st9.ry ·Qf··~

the German,~ta.te.
., . ~ ~

Tho first .s:tep,decisive fpr·all·ot4ers,is tO.:remove .t871. from t4e.positiQn
it has..solong occupied as the·starting. point. of mod€lrr...G~rman b;is't;ory.The
importanceattached by: liberal histdri~nS to 187·,fQ;nti· 1;heir \Ti,e'l'i' ,Qf the
years bet ..reen 187" and.Btsmarck IS' departu,re from ,}.îffiae·,.in 1890 as a single.
undivided peried,rests largely on ~~th:fi:rsti~4e 40töriou$.Bismarck ~yt~, .
the legendary rieture: ;of' tJle bó~.ossUs best:r.iding~Europe ap,d gu·:'.ding.- Ge};l1la-:
ny's destiny,a:n.d,secondl'· ,the liberal 'myth of the Seoond.. :E1np:kre;.al;3the ful
fillment.'óf theaspiration for German unity.Neither is true,Q.nd yTe shQuld be
grateful tó. Fritz stern for exposing their falsi ty. .. ..
Bismarck aftel.' 1871 was buff~~éd. b~:the gathering storms .of an. ind~stri~lism

he did not. uriderstand,and vTasneve-r in sovereign command.The imperial struc
ture thrown together in 1871 was a'hasty imp-ro'~s.ation.Furthermore,th~new
Empire was a.denial rather than a fulfillment of natiopal:unity,and even
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before Bïsmarc1èleft the 'seene the urge was stirring to gather .togethe·r the 'Ger
mans outside its frontiers,partiëularly the Germans '-@f Austria,ïn à Vast en-··
compássing Reidh stretching,as the liberals of 1848. had dreamed,.from ,.th"e ,,,.
North Sea to the -·Vistula ·and from ·the Baltic to' the d·riatic:. C.·

Judgéd' by realities and not by 'appeärances, the .events ·o·f 18'71 w-ere .cn'öt .the
start-of a'new period in G-erman histo17Y but rath'er a: teriJporary halt:;a pro
visibnal solution: which could not last and did not last. It W'aB, 'latir,iri 187-9,
that the' decisïve realignment took pla-ee·.For the younger generation 'of his
torians,the so-called JrOründerjahre",the period of rising industrial éapi- ,I,

tali~m betweenj852 and 1873,was the prelude to modern Ge~an ~istory.Its real
begi~ing was 1879wb,ën Bismarck,in'B: .sharp. reactio~ to ib.e·'~;comomiacrisi.s· ."
an9-,tb'-esd,cial .antagonisms it cail~d :fa·rih, particulà.rly. the gr-owth of sooial
demöcra.cY,engineered the co..a.liii,O:t;J.· ot' J:~ers and industr.iäl1.s,ts,the ",'mil:rtar~
rist""'Pr.u~~ian"':'conservativell·a:lliänce,lihich ·was to ·exert sa pO.w'erf'ul· .an :inflû;""
enoe ',fo'r the next sixty years ~ ~., .'. .. .... .':.' : .
The iéásO!l '1.879 i~ '~l;?ignifiêant.a."d.át~'ánd 187.1 is not' is that' 1'879 'saw' ~ ra~
dioal "·~edist~ib\.lt.iö~ of' social .~:nd .e.oOl,10mic.· po·Wer, and 1~71 did not ~ Uritil 1879
i t waá·~·p.Q~sib:l e lh~t·· 'Germa'ny migb, t '. OOke ,a peacefu'l trÇl.nsi t ion tQtdQdern. i~dus':"
triàl.'ë~pit.~ïi.ám·;'after1879 thàt·w.as -no. longer the cas~.The gre.at 'overridîng
probiems ·which. dOIninated Germari. history unt'il HitIer liquidated them in.an·
or~.. of. destruction all.date from 1879.The all:j..ance be.t"Te~p Junker agrarians
and'heavy industry,preceded i~1a78 by Eîsmarck's attaók cri social demQ9racy,
wa-s the beginning' of the "c011servative .caunterrevolution" w:hich aame tb'a
head- in :1930 and reached its dismal, end in' 1944. The "presid,en:tial ;systëm" .of
1930 lüoked back toBismarck' s schemes of .nonparliamentary _'go'vernment in and
after ,1'88J' and a .. direct. line leads ;from,· the· proj eet!?' put forward at ~hat 'time
for a .. ll ceniraJ, EurQpean .nniQn", unde.r G-ërman leadership to Hi t:)..e·r' sannexa-' ..
tion of A~stria"anci the';Sudètecland, in '1938 •. ,"
The s.econd. period over.. which the young~r generationof ~:l!3iorians has chal
lenged th~'existinginterpretationof modern Germanhistory'is that b.etweén
1930 and·,1934.Juf?t aS .1871 has been c1.isplàced by 1879,,80' J933. has lost ·the .
plap<j1 ~t h.as so 'long"ocp~pied as a .1l:LvO,tal date in ··Germ~n'his-torY.As.MaÜ flnp.
Bracher have demonstrated,theview that January 30,1933,saw'the displacement.
of a pa~liamentary s~stem by totalitarian dictatorship is wide of.t~e màrk.
For the younger generat~on of histo.rié1~s,the.beákdown ,óf'parliamentary'd.elDo
cracy dates from. 1930; thè establishment .of the Nazi q..ictatorship from 1934' ~
or even later.These,and not 1933,are the real turnirig points. ...

This s~~~t ofemphasi~ has important implications for the hist~ry both of.'
Nat~onal ~ocifllism a~ of ~he Weîmar,~epUblic.David.Childsis .r~ght in say
ing that it is lilmpos.sible "to pinpoint the moment ,,{hen.Hitler' s dictator
ship WÇl.S,. iinally' anci· irrevocabiy e.stablishedf' , but :t:here. is no doübt that i t
oocured ~a.ter and more·ésra.dually than theolder generat:Lon of histQrians . _
would há.'v.e"us believe.in 1933 Hitler,.,was the last of the series of "pref?i-'
dential .chancelioral! who had rule<,l Germany si.nce 1930.His :i,ndepéndent posï
tion wa~: certainlY nor stabilized before the deQ.th ,of'Hinden~~rg in Áugu~t,
1934,prob~bly not b'êf6re 1936 when Rimrriler prov?-dedthe dicta-tor'ship with
a firn· institutiçmal .bas.iÏ!s in ihs form of the Gesta.p.o and the SS .Martin .. :
Bros.z~t..has, evenmàintain~d,in,my viëw.ccimvincinglY,that .'the .gre,at,· d~v:j.d§l .'
-the U:o~ent when t.b.e ~oiili~:~'rvailing forces were ei.iminate.9..~a.n~.the__ Ná~is' .. ~90~
ful contro,l- ànly came in the winter"of,1937-1938 •.. ' ". .'.
What is important 'abo~t' th'is change of attitude, of -~ourse,is less 'the 'exact"
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"date thhl'i' the'ábEuiilànment· 01': the~' áld .viert of the ThirdReieh ,as la mönolithic
"tó'ia:litariatf. ~rder :ópB·rating· 'without ',breakf;töI!I' Î 933- .:to··1 ~45.By' dethroning

19-J':3"frbm: it~ piv~tatpoà.ition;th6':,y.o'iiri.ger 'hi's tll7.rians "have .put the his.tory
of NatJ..onal "S'ociàlism:rîn "ä';' new'p'èi'spêctive.·The'; same is·,t.rue o:f~ ·the Weinia.r.
Republi'c .A~ tue Ol'd~r'genèra·t-iön· 'éT hîsto:r'ia:ns'. saw.c it~,the' years 'betweeh 1919 .
and 1933' 'eonsti tut'ed a ·slri.gle 'Sel·f-oo'iltainedc périöd ..ëharacterized by the ·,p.r.e-,
val'è1'l'ee "bf~ the:1ia:i-liaméntary ·sYst·èm s:et. -up und·er. the 'Weimarconstitution. In ~'.

r~á~'i:i!',the::pe~i?d 1i1ii~·d~·~~..s~~r~iY.:Lr: 193?',"j~~t :~13 '.~he 'peribd 187-ê~1890: di~...: .~
Vldas' sharply- l.n 187'9';Wö-r 'ls"·th:l:s· the· only ·dl. v:iSl.on~Hà;-rold~ Gordon : has eha- ..::
racterized thè': ea:flyifeiiiiaryEia'rs ·as' "the' erai:'l:)f. Buts-ehesH,and ·this perio.d, ._.
extendi,ng" dó\.m' te tne end.' of:"f92:3 ;i-s;'~as diff.ei"ént .. ·fi'bm th'e period tha.j;·... .fo.l-. ;':
l01red à'i:> thatp'eriàd·ïs· d}ffeTé:ili'~~om th'e period of·:authoritarian preai""':... ,'.':
dential"goV'ernmE3nt whicli commèriéed~ ïn ,193Ö~.· .,. ,,' ':':" . ~ ,

,... ' .. :. ". : ," .' . . ~.. . i '" .;. .... ! . :-. • :y ~ c...··: . ..' .. -' ".:. . ï
Tho resul,t is 9;.J~.r .II)~F.e ,differp~iate<ipiqJj.lre·of.. W~imar. perI!iariy.The ~:rder

hi&tor-ia,ns ·ssaw~ the ,-whole periode bè'twoE?n.. )·91-9 a'ri.d 1'.933 as ari 'uriea'sy 'iii"ter- .
1~d0.~~t~~!.l jIo.h~h~·oÜe,r:~ '.,and' $:i't:~"~r,à1.most a.~ ..·'·?" ~t~ady"p~bgre'esión';to Na...:'"
zciam.F-or thee younger,.hi.storiàn&. th~ decisiVe f'àQtors w.ere· liotth'e èonstitu
tional- changës' ii·~ 191~9,b-4..t the.·...resioratîori. ~o.f -ecopomiq' st~bÜitw: ·foilo.w:in,g

• • I. J.' .1 _. ," • . • '. '. • • i ; .

the stabi,lizati.on o.t ..the curreney. Brt ·the end. of 19~J ,.whieh_ .bx:ó.tight '. tó '~n .-
end ..tll.e ":e;~ .oi P~tseh~~!ti' aFcl...thè de~iabilization fol:î9vTlrig th~ 'wori:d eÖ'o~6.ç':'
mie er~-Bis'of ,-1.929, Whiéh·~:a.shér,ed inthe period of 'Ilcon~ervati:iè co:u:ni'erré~o-'
luti()~I.'~·.; . ': ....-:.... : ";",':, ":,: .. :. :, ,: '; " '.' '. . .
After 1924 we can perceive a percep-tible shift iil pemer relátions; refleeté'd· ..
in the growing strength of soeial demoeracy and the suecess of the Söeial ,:::
Democrats in the elect-i0néf' of'1928dt' was ;fèa-r tha:t. this r'edistribution of .
palTer, if eöns'ol'idat'ed; mignt b:eeoID-e irrever--áibl-e 'iihat ·.in·spi.ied ths c.onser\lp."7"
tive ëounte;revoltitiori of 1930,just as si~~l~~:f~ars aeeounted for'Bis~
marek 's change "df cöursé" in·1 8-79,. Thai' .:lS ·.vthy:·Stè'l'n realIa .'the ohéiricellorship
of B:r'ün~ng:;whiéh:inauguráted' the:,"eounterre.Wllution·,.'.'the· :hinge. oi :N~~ism".•
Just as' Ritler I ~ beer hali Put'f3ch'of 192.3,.cYlas·a typieal' rnanif-esta:t:i,.on ,of
thë "era 'of PUts'&heall;so"the ·s'o-called""S'e:l:z.ure .of po:-werl/'on Jam;tary 30?:
1933, tiii.s ·pa:i:t'·:af the conservative counter:..~e·trol,utiori'-:"the.~s·elf,:,,;style..dperiod·
of: 1.'na:tionál~·écincEnltration"·'or· "rïational· awakening":':': that· began in 19,30 •. ',

.... ~ j;;- . .. Xl , '

..
These ate' s6ms:'örthè salient differcnces. of interp-retat'ioh, thÇl.t divid.e the-
younger ~atid óldér ··generati'6ns of h:lsto:dans:..Rather .. than pu.r~ue: tb-am furt)iJ.e.r, "
le'r:~:u~' draw" th~'" ~hreads' '~'ógether and try, briefly and: neeessaX'ily:;·do&5lJl~t.;ical:-..
ly, to" set 'out the nevT view of German histo:ry t'hey suggest. ...> ' '.
Firs.i; of all,for reasons already ex::?la,i:r-,ad,~$.·J879.our,star~ingpoi:ili; rather.
than 1871 .The more diffi'êui t question iS when the 'firsi p'er:l:Ó'd 'énds~'ëë'rtaiir1y
BisFlarek's·.dismiss·al in ·1890 'lYa::;.not a tu.:r'ningpoi'ntoUnder hi~"suc'ö~sso'f&:'"
there was mueh reshuffling of the poiitieal ea~ds,but no fulld.im!':)nt~l ch~nge'
in the st~~ture' of povTer.At the same time the sys-:;em 'was b~'eom~ng 'increa"':" :.
singly antiquated and unworkable.,J;n 1871' the goeial Demoerats had p61led
125'.000 votes;in 190} they polt,ed over three million~The strain's and stresses
that resul ted 'in a system designed to hold them, in check and keep them' out 
of power are Qbvious;and by i~09 at tho latest they had reached thebrea~ing

point .As A.J.• P •Tàylor' ).ong ago ppintcd ~ut, "The evnts of: '1 ~J)6-1909 :reduced ",
tho. Bismarckian 'constitution ·to".chaós", anÇl' 'lihen'Bülo~T .'tes{gned iri' 1909 the
peri~d th~t began in '1879 came to an end. '.' . .>':



It·;~á;~::foi.1S:lWed by .ä,s perio'ei: which Taylor rightly c·a.lls an '"i·nterreghum" ~ It runs
-Jrithó'ut break froin··1'909 io 1517 9 aÏld the traditional division in' 19·14~'·i.s'. a.s mea
ningless as th~t'in 1890clf t1ie Germán ruling classes decided i.n 1914--tb run.
th,.e: ris~ of a great, Throp~an1uar,the reason,as Ealé'J long. ago· pointed out,
was the~~ fear of revolut~on oAfter 1910 more and more ~o~ces are heard
cäîiing for war as the. only outlet from the intolerable tensions at home.:
vfuet~ër vlptory, would have saTed the system we do not know,though it is un
likety;unsuècessful war ruined it~\fhen ip 1917 the tottering Prussian monar
chy-was displa(jed., iri, fact if ~O"t· in name, by the dictatorship of Ludendorff ,.
it was the end not o~ly of a period but of a sy.stem of gover~ento

The revolutionary period that followed extends fro~ the great strikes and
nava;L unrest in the spring and summer of 19i7,with no real break in 1918 or
1919,to 1923.Lurlendorff's dictatorship had beem a last desperate attempt
-the: last unt.iJ. Hiil~I'-.to staye up an obsolete social and political system.
The "fundamenta~ question in the succeeding period vTaS ivhat should succee.d
it ..The answer i.s mirro;red in the lieimar constH1..:tion of 1919;no return to the
prewar systern, but a~so ne genuine breal"[ ivith the past. The shortsightedness
of the Social Democrat :Leadersbip.in 1918 and 1919 left the Gérmans a.bitter
ly d:j.vided, disuni ted people, i~. many ,ways more so than before f914 o Further-
mo:re,the resuscitation of the ,f.or'J,Els· pehind the old 0rder ...,~bovè all,-,thé
off~cer corps and the bureaucracy~ at a.mom~nt whe~ t~ey ~ere totally dis
creq.ited and could easily be srrept away,stoked. the fires' of mLseent c1vil.
war. The.":res:ql t. lias the ·p-tolongat:.on of revolutio~1 and cçnmterrevolutli.on ''ll.P-:
til 1923.

Th~I?~;;iöd·"'thä;t"fQ:!-i~wed,:fl'om'1924to 1930,was neverthéless more than' an'
interluáe.Da~~dFelix'has rightlyprotested in his rtew book ·against·thé~ten

denoy ~o wri~e of
t1

the We~mar' R~publ{e.as lIan_ac,?ident of histöry",fo!'e'-'
doomed tQ fal1ure, oThe rSlvolutJ.on· of 1918 may not have produced fundamen.....
tal changéEl in the struct'.,l.i'e of derman s.ocie~;}T',but the'def-eat bf' tke'Kap!,
P1).tsoh in 1920,not to mention Hi'~ler's fia:-.JCo iU'1923,shövTS at:least that
the ~ifferent elemen~3 in German society were' more eV6~ly' balanoed thán be-..
foer~ and, ence economie s·.J.;abili t~T had. been re'sto:':'ed at: the end of '1923" thE;lre
is plenty o"f evidence~af:l I haya al:>:>eady poil1ted ou~,thàt the popular forc'es
were making headway.Nazism at th~.s period WB,S a fringe movement of insigni
ficant p~oportions,and afte:r î924 (as Felix says) the generaJ. assumption,
eyenQnthe p.art of ri,~htltTi!lg nationalists,vras that t.he ::"èpublic "wo'Uld
ogntinue to G'-ci.f:r~rr •.U;t.'·in all,GI'osser isalmost certai-nly right when he
says that, but 'for ihe nnset of thé Ï'~brld ece~-iom:iJc crisis in ·1929, I!·the WeiT2
maT' P~:,","hlic w(Yul~. pro1?ably have f;udceeded in consoliuàt-ing ït~ strenght"

Thè Great, Depression and· .the divi.slons and ;h.e;itaOdo:~s:;{;f the re'ft in con
fronting i t ga'I,Te~the for.ces of reaotion thei:r:-' chance ana: ush'(3red -in' .the
period of. cünservativs. c-oun.terrevolutionoOvershadowed as: 'it, i's :r~y thé' Nazi
diojratorship,i t 'oaneasily be regarded simplJT éE the. prelu.de to, Jl/':;'Z~Sp1;

but i t has its own"'Place in G.eJ;!rna,!l;~hj;sto,ry as the .last fling of. th.é p;Ld' .
'order,the last .attempt· .h.y, t..hEf :;f;'.orces.13i!3marck had. put .in .t~e . ~a.4dJ.:e i!(-, 1'8,79 .
to tUrtf the clöck bac1ce.• After 1930 N~.:tional Soci~lism was eertainl~~ .:;.ni.m
portan1f. -factor; but Herrnann: 1I1au is,;r·i,ght tq emphasize that the. ""cei\.ira,l "fi
gure" .during ih-Ef''\period ::t9"30-193.4· ,vTg.S Hinde:::lburg, not lIi·Üèr,.]ust as in 1923 .
i t was not Ritler but Lud:endorff .The destructio::l of :parltam:enta:ry"gov~rn":"
ment was the work of the conservativ,ei,not of the Nazis;who wer~ arily'ëal-. ~~.. "
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l'éd: in at thelast moment lihen it looked as tpough .without them the .counter-,.
1"é~volutiori·w:ould not ·succeed.Authoritarié?.!J. ..government· dates'-from Ma,rèb.;193à,
not from .Janua:.:y, 1933, the only questi:m, ué},s ..;wha\; sort . f autho:d.tai:~anism
i t 'would be.· . :.. ". ..,.' .. ' ..' .. -:- .
The' answer hu.ng in 'the balance·.i.for· ,many m~l}.tho·a:'1.d...;;as '~nót :él,ecid,ed.·b~fore
August,.1934,ät the ea:diest,and.:-probably a.:g0oct de~l làt~i<A~ :B~aGlier hà:s' .:.
shown"the f~lO-ca.lled~!rBeiztn;,e·,of~::powèrqis..!3<.piee~ of .Na.zi mythoi?gy,.a.nd the
army demonstráted· "with the "utmoat .cl~r:tty,:·w~.o w:alöl in eomIiJa4d' lTh;m .it foreed
Hitlot to turn oh·Rö~~. artd.the ~A 'G~~Jun~:30,1934!S~ovly,thereafter,thepó~·
sition wäs'r'eversed.The f Years'1933 -t·0.:i945:;are far from b~i~g <;me.. o.ontinuous
p'eriod of histo·ry~now.n to,,1J~n8 the c.öns~r:vat·~.YelJ ~ig~t .s.tÜj..ha.·ve· i3-sserted. "
cO~~l:\oT (tIl.6u·gh. 'hth.idirtrinis'hing" J?:rOS~èc,tr,. al?' time :p~s.seà);:tut;.t~ey yere .
inhibited>-bY:thei·;r- Mtiönalis-',j ambitions"'?-nd :t~eir' hostility.to th'9,,1.~ft;

After '193B~;wheir thet"wolce ;up: to thè·. dange:;!:', it was too .late.~·' .... , '.
Whet,he;r..w.e.lil,\:,e .it ?:..'·.n9'~'.IIi~ler was the f;i.rst German politician to-öome
to t~~.~..w~th~ t4e r.ei.l).i}J~s"of mass politics ~l['his was his: s'i;rength and' pèr
hag?".the.m·ain. posi:ti.Ve "ç·o~s.equenee of' Nazism in German histûry'.'rhough' the :..
oo~~:~rVat,ive: ..r~~?;:h~p.:,g~ve'b.:i.~ his dli.ahd.~./hj€ had toq mu:Ch s·ens~ ta, identify
his .movemunt ·.-iii~h. i-t "au-d' whe~1. the oo;aserVati 'lies, turned on hiin ·11'1' ·1944 he
des-troyedthém .wi:thóü't 'oompimction,HitleJ;'! S s'ooi~Y' reVolutiort was. brutal ,

_.. 1. ". : .. ' • .' "... "_

caprieious,unplanneQ.,b:ut .i+' vfas. also. 'rep,L,By-de::rtTojiirig thü'old .oQáY.(serva·;... ,
tism as á cohereni~'ó'tganized politic.ä1.·force,-p.e freed a'ermany (as Dahren"'"
dorf puts i t) from the "Dortgage"of ':the :pa~rJj and "made· möder~ity.·and libe-:.
ralism a real possibilit;/' 0

It is more :diffieul t Jt9 .mc:p"out the stages of, Gerrhan history af-:;er 19440
.G.ros:;ler G\-nd.Childs provide,the faats in é),l'u'ldanee,b'ut i-:; is less easy to
ar-cioulate ·them.1\'hat both"mäke' cleár is tQ,at the conventional .viewof 1945
q.s .. an !rabsolute zeI;'~';.. is mislea:di!lgOand unacdeptl=l.bl:e,Defea', ~Nas oeri(ainly_
more q:f:' a breach.of.Qonti:Auity·.·f'n 1945 -th~n IJ?1918,bu~; tbe German oal'itu-:'
lation wäs onlr·oiw'~Î19::'P.t iil.~ tu:üigh+,'pbriod th,at began in Juneor JtilY,.
1;;44,and oonti:1u~cl: üu~iJ..: 1948 of. 1949"0nee;' ag~Injais af+'èr' the First Wo:t'1d
War, i t :~Tas ~co!lomic' r,~'4Q.bJ..li tatiori~tl;J.E:) ot.!'<rëncy:,reform @f .Jutle , 1948.,.:..' -chat·
marieed ·.the b,eginntI:lg. o't' . a. :neVT, periqa''-Thiè'"f,~ m'e j,'t ~as acc:öItpanied. DY tue
divi~ion of Germany ànd:. ·the:··:;3e~~ïu·g ur.1.'of :th'e !"~de:r:'al :and Democratie Rc-.
publies :i.n 19490 . . -~. . '.' . .... .":~ .: . ' .

The sueceedingperiod ts: bes'-t"cha~'aó~~i;i'zeá.a8 the time ';-Then the 'cwo Ger-'
manie's establishedtheir., ~e:t>a::,àto identittès>Ne-1ther in east nor in vTest
was this the intentlon in 1949; i t was' a. solu.tio!!. produBÈi'd by thE! 'p'assage
of time and by· events ,·As.:nfte.r' J918 Jv.he~e were. powe:dul, backward:-J.Ç)oking
tendeneies, }'Theseoral:i..ying cry. was"~he.. rej eotion of the consequei),ces of un~

süocessful war.·Nevertheleas ,·resto,tatiQP· was. iwpossihle~ In the ~e's:t"any' id€a
or Tadical1y reconËt'ruding German sooiety was quickly'- ·j.eJ,jtis9në·d,.politicial
questibris libre ·S'hel-red:, and 'e.nergy·lÎd.rcct~p-,ta:: e·co~~in~.c-.:reb'Li.1î:ding~· '.'
:BUi7'~ll .~h~. tlm,e a ·s!~.~eh: s()'cial··.J.'evol11tj;o~ 'Y3~ go:?-ni..p~ '?~llëath ~~'e' st~g-:
nant j?o,lJ.t~'eal su:r.faio·E!.,A,s :Gol'oMann bas' s:aJ.d. 1 German. sQc:Lety eb,anged ,more
pro'fb:mèll;"'b"èt~eert1'949 and,1963 than in. the lihole pr.e.vi~aus Ce.ri~ii.rYoIn.·.
th'é eäst ;~the: ~r-ogramof'.SO_Cj.éÜ iZç t ion went "st eadily . ahea,d" 1:>rfngln.g with "
it a fundäm·ei1"tal· shin in class.·Atruct:ure.In the ·.est,a"S:tr.ö~glY'in:i,:ddl'?':'olass

• • • •. • .... '" .' 0, • e 1, .'

soc:fët·yeine::,gedrh'ut it "TaS, in IVIann IS wordf?-, 'la ·boi.::'g.eois sooi~ty, oomplèiely
f:reed ..fiom' t1:ïe" old.:hi-erarcbYIl •That is Wl;ly::th~ 'nume::ç'àu~.~~mal.i:j;'igh~'::w:fng
partfes in the' Federal Répub,l:i.C 1·Tere.. pow0rless. UnJ.ike the ëJÇtr~IÎi;i,st.sp:_in-. . . . .
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·ter grpups in Weimar days,they lacked tha backing of a coherent. conservati.ve
opposi~ion,and even the most powerful ot them,the Naxional Democratic Part~,

founded.· in 1964;··faaed «ft;er. a ·few years." ..
By the time Adenauer left office in 1963 this period was visibly drawing tp
a olose.In the west;in particular,the stagnati-on of polit.îcal' ..iif.e,espeeial
ly the failure ta càrry through any real policy of social demDcracYj~rodu

eed an Çl.tmosphere of· disillusion.As the. 1960s progressed,a new··generation·'·
waS taking over. In the Federal Republio, the so-call ed neconomic. mirael e" ,
had called forth a new business elite,largely áelf..:.made',.which :r.egarded the
010. class conflicts as ·outdated and self-defeating.In the Democratic Repub
lio it was ·the nel( generation of students who graduated afi;er 1952 that wa~

responsible,a~Davis Childs points out,fo~ the remarkable economic·prograss
of··Eastern Germahy after 1963.By 1964 the new generation ·had captured more~

than half the places on the central committee of the Socialist Unity.Party.
- . . .

.With ths succ~ssion of Brandt in 1969 and the recognition of the. sepa~ate

exi~tence of the two'Oermanies,anew p~riod of German history begins.The
process; of adjustm~nt'to modern industrial ·society. was' "still· in· many wa1ll8
inCómplet-e,.]:lut the 010. problems which had hauntedGerman. hi~tory ever sinae
the days of' Bismarck and liI1gered 'on l,Ultil the .end of'the'1 950s had spent
th~ir·force.As fuhrendorf put it,"The :past "as it was embodàled in imperiaI
Germany" had been "finally aboli~hed";wh;i.ch is ano.:ther wajl of' saYing· that
tho' epoch which began in 1879 had come to'an end.· ..

111

Does this revision of the basic chronological framework of modern German
history really.matter,or is it simply a.reshuffling of the cärds?It matters,
I 'thlnk, il1 a number' of. fundamental ways. ' . . ..
F;i.rst,it gives due precedence to sQcial realities.It emphasizes the central
point :J.)ahrendorf makes about the German question, that i t is· essentially.·· .
not·. a polt t1cal or national questiori, but ,a soeial question.The new genera~

tl.on of historiE}ns,as Stern says,"has ;foresworn the national-lib~ral tra-:-'
ditionsfl.Their otandard of measurement,the central thread·theY see running
t~oug~ German· history,is not the formation,consolidation,re~onstitutiQn,
and ultimately the destruction of national unity,but the proce~s by which
G~rmanywas transformed from a ~remodern,quasi-feudal into a modern l.ndus
tr~al soci~ty.That is what Dahrendorf means when he says that they write'
history IIfrom a 80ciq,1 rather than EL national pro int of view".;

Seoond,their standardof measurement is not,like ~~at of thei~ liberal
predecessors,legal'and constitutional.~nlenDavid Childs writes Qf the.
"1imited value of constitutional devicestl,he is speaking for·:the new gene
ration as a whole.Bolborncould still suggest that Article 48 of the Wei
mar consti tü.tiCin was the .fatal law enabling Hi.tler lito .lay••.•.the seo'.U'e
foundation of the Nazi :dictatorship",and that. the Enabl.ing Act of March,1933,
wàs the Iffinal step" making'Hitler "the dictatorial ruler of Germanyn.
Braoh-er rightly dismissds such arguments as Ilpurelyformalio.tic",because,
(as he says) the charact.er of any government is revealed' not by i ts "lega
listic faSt:lde" but by "analysis ofthe.actual relations of power".
Third,the course of German history is no.longer.made to 'hinge on indivi
duals and personalities.Th.~olderhi8torians almost unanimously attributed
t"he "failures and vacillati:o·ns of German':history after 1890 to the personal
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defioie:Çoies'of' Bismarok'E\'suoèessorsand of William·ILIn.reaiity,the tW:lsts
and turns o~ Caprivï,Hoheli:lohe,a:r:d·.Bülow,'às th'e;r stl'ovedespal'ately to make
an:unwoJ?kahle byst.em work';are eViè.ence of the gl'o'Vl'ingëiscrepancy between.;:
the:l'0liticar Superstrulfi'ture and tile social' infrastructure, whièh ,{as some
:iThingi§hat no one,incl1iding Bismarck'himse2:f,could have·s01ved.The refus.al
to get bogged down in persona',i ties is an important step forward. The. ,time
is past when anyone.· reallycaX'és whether Betl1mann HolhTeg and Brüning were
honest and well...:..intentioned.or'n6t,and the fnieminable oontroversies be
tween their detractors and their defenders ,-between'Fj scher and Zechlin and
bet'l{een Bracher and:··K.:D. EI:d.rnáinn-, are a distraction räther than a help in
assessing the objective factoro 'in the situation.
Fourth,this rejection ofiriterpretations.~asedon personal faotors sets
new standards for research.It is a vital question,for example,how far the
German people suyported and how far they.opj,)'osed Hitler,but what,over and
above subjective impressionsjdo we know abou~fit?As Erich Matthias has said,
the older historians diverted Hre history of th,9':German resistanèe ':into :a
"bibliographical blind allay'.!.· . . .. :., .. ~ :". ".. .
Concemed above eli. else-to prove that thére .'W'e::rè "good" Germans in the Cl

ranks of the educated.,a!id ;professional cla~rr?esYvtil1ing (as Holborn puts it)
to rtdemonstrate by,:tlië~sacrifi(;e of their 'J,.ives ••• that •••. hurrane values

. had not perished in.::Ge:rmanyll, they ooncen=;l;;,tated onthe credentials and mO'
tives of the'Pa..rtic,ipants:,~in the j·ulj<i::>Iói;. of"1944.
The reQ,l pÓlint~,;ne:ectl'é.sl:O·.t.O say,is (pii t~,;dif'f.erent~ ifuat vTe nre 1 is a pre....,

..eisa :quantÏ;tat':i1'{~:àrialys.ï:s, class by olassa:1.G.:·group by group, of the extend
and-i3a~u~_e of ·üppo.si tiqn o;n :aJ_I ,.levels~and:·this requi:res a new methodol~-.

gy. ·.·.Hhenü1'i\e are··tol.d.th-at.~I:the Ger.·mans'lJ.n th.El 1920syearned for rJ natl0'"
naL~:r:eél!tme:ss·lI..:WEL shall'ask for detailedstatis:tioal. evidlÎmoe which we
can tast and check,and also for systematic group analysisindicating as
exac~~~a8 possibl~ which Germans yearned how. ~uch.~o do~b.t,thjs means ..
foré'goi#g .t.h€). áw.ee~:i.l?~· rOoral ,iudgments inwhicb:óld"':fashi.o.ned 4is~ciriáns-...... , . . ,. . '. -.' '. ....-, .' .'. ..'
delJ.ght~ -:-:and which.: 'tC' be fair is what the grea'c reading publi.c :a,sks of

.l:,is~to..ry~ bû.l<·i:~· èàm~Grisation it '~TÜ::, bring us,at :,'as'i;:~:ace, ~á"'±:'~~re wi,th.:_.
·t~~. €(réát ':',!-,~.no'vrri;Gëtiiii:m psopl e ~ who in convent iona,l acco~ntsl ;.:ee!~i~,.?iQ.den,
a faóelèss n\ass; behfnd a gli tte:ring fa9ade of genera,ls, po+iticians, p,l'ofes:-:,.
soC;r;s,ia'n'd ~~sixt~ss' t-yc,ó'onsc. " ... :':, "".~.

'Fiftb;~;:the~~~T.~~ e~;T ~f~': eierme,n history mal~es ':ferman fore:tgn,pö-li;Cy, ·i:n1:elligi-
bIe by r~lating i t :tQ .th.e in~ernal 3ituatioR. "Illiberal;Lsm ·aLt~.;homefl,as
stern says;·"pres.c.ribed :anaggressj,ve stano~ .i:1 German polic;y<a:-broad".
Wehler describes"Pismarck 1 s colonj,al po1icy as1la formofesoapism ll -escape'

.trom the insistent'social probl'ems at!h:ome'- and the same ir.it:rn€''6'f Büi:ow'.s
..!!iti_eltp.oli tik ll and· of the pan'-german :prE?s"aures for expanStons.in.~aast" ~.and "' :.~

sou~h,ea;st :Euro.pe.~T~e fre~etic', u~stable"restless chractei'öf .~~l'm:a.n ,foTeign
polüW. ait;er 1879,l.nexplJ.cable J.f' analyzed (as, Hol bO::'l'l'does) :;~n ~t'hé. f]';-ame
Vlork of international diplomacy, becmmes;·:!-nte'lb!gibleonce we-'realize the
extE3ncl .to. whicl?- i tm,irro.r.s the internal tensi<;ms in o.erma~.;3ociety."

::hx~1i,w~·'äré·'e?abled tÜ )3.ee the way in 1!hj,ch these tènsions;p.ris:ln.g in t~e:
wákë-:cif 'the da,!iressióh of 1813,and only'gradually assll~ged. aft'er .f9'45, are ,
~.. ke7'f'a'ç);oi'::":p'~rha:ps the ke.y fé\-ctor':" ':iÎ'i modè,:t:r Ger.maJi;!i.i$1;ory·.For th8 .'
'Yoilii'ge:r'h'ist·Ör.iähs·, the. éentt41 .theme is 'not -6l:î.é ·rîse.qf "Naz,lsrri'b)it. the in
cipié:h.:l7 eYass ,'cönfl'Ürt ,.jT.h~ déepEiriing antagonis~ betwee.n a i;ów.e~;ful but' iri':"._ .~ . . . . .. '., ' Ir··,' "". . ~ ~ ..
cr'e-asihgly anachro,nïstic auti}orït'arianism arid a.8'r()yilig democ~ra~~ci' derrioèr4-

,... ~ "
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tic -movement .This is the thread which ,lends un;j.-ty ,to'.-~he period 1879-1969,
and Nazism is only bne strand in.it.Class conflict,of'c?urse,was endemic
in 'other caUiltries, but stern hasanalyzed i;};le fac~ors ,-the peculiar-,"ger_- ,
man '-ámbivalen6e; to".wealth andcapitalismnand the uncompromising,' int'ransi:"
gence, of the' priVileged classes:-.:, :which made i t particularly unrelEmting in
Germany. '" - . , '
Seventh;emphasns on the long-term social dichotomies (instead of smoothing'
them over) puts:National Socialism into };1istorical perspective.The obses
sive preoccupatioh- of the older historians with the rise of Nazisql;as
though i t were the"'main content' of, German history sinÇ-le Bismarck, was bound,
to result in distortion.The younger histo~~ans have restored the balance.
No etoubt ,-if our concern is to explain the bea,stli~ess of the Nazis after .
theY." came to power,'I..e shall still have to probe below the historiöal"sur
facè~But Naz..ism is'as a historical ratller tham a psychological plÏetlom~nQn

is only inteiligible, when related to the tensions and antagonis.ms; o~ Ger-
man society since 'Bismarck. ',' '."
I do not mean sj,mply that the conservative co,unterreaction in i ts blind1l~ss
o~lled in forces which dewtroyednthat society (though that also is trU~)~'
What 'I mean i·s that the conservative c01,ll1,terreyolution was_bo~d eventually
to triggér off",:awidespread 'popular' move:J;lent"a rebellion of the 'deprived,
disinhereted,exploiteà and deceived.That is why ~tern is :right to emphasize
"the idealistic appeal of the Nazis".Nazism was the Oermal"!- revolution~ the
Gerinan equlvélTent of 1789, the suostitute fö~ ~he revoJl.ltion t,hat failed in
i918',the próduct of all the tensions bottled up sintJe 1919,theultimate re
vulsión,äll thc more' radical :because i t -was d'ela.yed, a:ga:,inst the old,-autho
rit'arianr'semi-feudal society foist'ed on Germany.by Bj sma:rck.That i's i ts
plaoe in'German history,seen in the longer ;tjerspecti,ve "Thich'hes op,ened
out after~t~enty-fiveyears. '

Finally,the new view enàbles us ·-and it was high time- to fit the post
war' period into' the mai'ns~re'am'of German history. Contrary to commonly ac
cepted opinion,,1945 was !].o'tCiri Holborn1r:; words) "a ne"T beginnirig"·.The

,German revolution did not ,s~cip çlead in i ts tracks, still less go into reverse,
w.ith the elimination of'the'Näzi leadership at Nuremberg in 1946,any more
than thé French revolution stopped dead with the execution of Robbespierre
anC: his supporters in 1794.1 haV'e no desire to propound specious paralleIs,
but,lookedat from th'e vantage poit of the presentithe Federal Republic af
ter 1949 plainly appears'to represent uha-t Crane Brinton called "the·Ther....
midorian reactibn ll , vrhen gradually "the politi,cally proscribed are, amne.s"'7'
~ied and:' come back" and "the ,ne"T ruling claEis 1

(;,lIsettles do..m t,o, do as 'good
'a' job as"- by ïts mundane standards-"it canll. Tl!.e question today is whether
the poriod vrhièb o'pned in 1969 will soo a rea.l effort to come'ta terms with
-thë many, socfal problmns brushed a.side bot.ween 1949 and 1969, o~ wh:ether -
-inthe west- at least"""' the German revolution hàs played i tself out-. In ..1972,
i t m1il.st be confessed, the latter_'looks more likely. ' ,

T"TentY-fi~e, "~earl? ~fter the' end •of the war a new 'view of German history was
long o,verdue~,lt may, be that I have not presented i iJ as clearly or persua
sively as,'possible,but that does not detráct from theimportance of the
.~ork 9f the' yo~nger histori~ns Who have made it poBsible.~heliberal inter-
_pretation o"f German history was a loaded, interpretat'ion,loaded with the

.., burdep o~ guiltand the emotional associations of :1945.The younger histo,
rians,vTho do not share these emotions,necessarily'lo'ok at the German past
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from a different angle.
Bracher took RiGler to task fol:' complaining of historians t "unending fascination
with the horrors of the Hitier dictatorship";but there is a sense in which
Ritter ims right.As David Felix says,.Germany tiid:i:r", "li:ves.,i:n, a new long nm"-·
"beyond Weima~ a~d Nazi GeJ.'many"-:' and our. v;t$~F:-ói G~rman-.p.,i"iio·rYm~sttake ac
r.Jount of this fact~Politically,theGerman <iüestion has·ouriiB.d it·self.. out;but
~t oontinues ta haunt aur his~ory books.The ~ew vl~w' ~~.importapt because it
shifts attenti6n' tv other aspec~s,par.tiou1arlyto ~he~l6ng~term Booial and
económic . realities. . .::. .:.... ::- .. ...;:. ,:.._. . .
This is so:netimes desoribed as the sunstitution of "the "pr.imÇl.Qy of j;.:.ternal
~poli.cy" for the oharacteristioally liberal emphasis on' th-e:" l1piimq;üy':'of .·.~x
t~rl'J.al 'pölic;v";-Weshallprobably d'J 'be'tter to a void suah s~mRh.-fy.t.ngA:ormu
lations.Hhat it oignifies,il?-. fa,ct,is that,the llnifying thread .. ófm6èierrGer
man history' iinchJ.ding its forei~ policy,is seEm tQ have been its r~sponse

to tliè.. i-j..a~LQf ..m.od.em il1duf~·t#ià-l -é~pJ.talism" Ir(thi.s respect: i ts'..h;istq';y- is
not b~sically different fr(.,m thai Öf other countrfes in other ..'parts ':o-f the
worllfi,and one of th:e main' conseé{uences of' the change of P~I:s:p~-ë·bi--V:è""~!S.:that.
liJ' ènabJ.:esu.s :tC>· vi'ew the Öer-riJa~.:.J>as·~ (as Grosser puts i t}II{n;':thè: i;t@ff ·.of
tb.o~e .aohererl1f'prinoipleo' tha:t' Jllày' be applied. tQ all politlcälsy--st"ëfilS:II '1 in
st-ead of treatin'g Ge:rinany' a's '.'-a. -pariali àmorig nations , whose' aberrations have ta
be condemned or exnlained away. , ,. .,,'. -- . ~. (" .-.:'"

That ~do.es_.not.. meah, of coü:ree, that ;the German 'r~sponse .to ihe impact of.:--:·
dustri8..'1. :G:apital:j.sm was "ncrmal" '~what'evér "rfor.rrial" may be"': though ene has
only !~~o· looP" rOl..md '-the wor.lèl toda:y~:t;o- S<N that ':i t vTasless abnol'maJ. than at
one time mt seen ed. What i t does mean ï's that' G'erm'any 'ha~ à;t last completed.
what Dahrendori' calis' .the·.·· tli'evolution qf- mo0.Elrnî ty"-r.r, t very sucoes~fully,
perhaps, but nninis'takably, b.ot):J. in' the Democrati:C<ançf il". the 'Federal -Republiqe-.·
This is what;rUrosser ha's' in -miliéi wl;Len,al~ost-' r'egje:tfully, he' describes .con- .
tempora:cy Gerrr..:m:v. aB':"normal' tb' e:x:'6ess"·.If',as ':i;-s()ften saiu.,Germany from
Bismq·i'ck ta.:~A.d..:CnaüêT_:wa.S-:::W.eighed·-downby the: bürden of :i;he past, since j 963
i t ha-s: cast the' burden 'otf~ exc'ept in tl~e'-minds and writi.ngs.of' .a handfiü
of l-:l:b·eral 'hiBt()rians"This,aga~n,is- par'i; ·.:.a 'siibst~ntial :part-'~f i:;-he GEmÏ!an
revolution.

Parado~i.cal though it may sound at the end of this lon~ -some will say over
long- survey, my concl'tilsion is ·:;hat i'T ~ havo suffe:red in the last quarter of
a century from a surfeit of Ge:rman history '-or at least the wr ng sort of
German his·cor-'.{.]'Oi-T -iihat e7ery m~..nnow in the muddy Nazi poul has found its
biographer,the time has surely come to oall a trv..ce.I de not mean that there
is not still plenty t·, do.On the oontrary,the preoccupation of the older
historians with the highlights of Germ.an history has left many blind spots
and dark corners.There was another Germany,not the "other Germany" of which
we hear so muoh~the Germany of humane liberalism,but the Germany of peop1e
not concerned with "nati rmal greatness" but idth jobs and wages,with the
eight-hour day and eClual opportunities ÎQr their chEdren.About that Germany
hisiJorians so far have had liJctle to say.I-l; is time the balance was redres-·
sed.Since 1945 the wo~ld has moved on,at ~ stupendous pace,~nd historians
must moye w::" th i t .. Happily ~ there are signs, that s0me 1 at leas·t, are beginning
to do so"
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