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JAN VAN DER STOEP

Bourdieu s critique o f Moral Reason

In  h is  Méditations pascaliennes, B o u r d ie u  a rg u e s  th a t m o d e rn  th e o re t ic a l 

th o u g h t is the p ro d u c t  o f  a p a rticu la r h isto r ica l d e v e lo p m e n t and  th e re fo re  has 

an arb itra ry  o rig in . T o  p reten d  that m o d e rn  th eo retica l th ou g h t has a u n iv ersa l 

ch a ra cte r is to  im p o se  o n e ’s p ro v in c ia l a ca d e m ic  sta n d a rd s  up on  o th e r p e o p le , 

n o t o n ly  n o n -w e s te rn  p e o p le  b u t a lso  th e  u n e d u c a te d  o r  p o o r ly  e d u c a te d  

p e o p le  in  the W e st. B o u rd ie u  p re se n ts  R a w ls  a n d  H a b e rm a s  as ty p ic a l r e p r e ­

sen tatives  o f  m o d e rn  th eo retica l th o u g h t, w h o  fo rg e t th a t th eo retica l th in k in g  

is a lw a y s  a c o n c re te  a c tiv ity  o f  a u n iq u e  p e rso n  in  a p a rt ic u la r  s itu a t io n . In  

c o n te m p o r a ry  m o ra l p h ilo so p h y  to o , m o re  a n d  m o r e  th in k e rs  are  c r it ic is in g  

the so -ca lle d  ‘h a n d s-o fF  a p p ro a c h es  o f  R a w ls  a n d  H a b e rm a s , and  p le a d in g  fo r  

a  m o re  c o n te x tu a lis t  w a y  o f  th in k in g . B o u r d ie u ’ s th e o ry  is ve ry  h e lp fu l in  

d e m o n stra t in g  th a t m o ra l p h ilo so p h e rs , e v e n  co n te x tu a lis ts  like  K y m lic k a , 

C a re n s , W a lz e r  a n d  T a y lo r , ten d  to  n eglect the d iffe re n c e s  in life p e rsp e c tiv e s, 

so c ia l c o n d it io n s  a n d  in te lle c tu a l a n d  rh e to r ic a l p o w e r  b etw een  d iffe re n t  

c u ltu ra l g ro u p s  ( im m ig ra n ts , la b o u re rs , a c a d e m ic s  e tc .) . B ecau se  o f  h is  s o c io ­

lo g ic a l b ia s , h o w e v e r , B o u rd ie u  c a n n o t fu lly  a c k n o w le d g e  the d e e p ly  ro o te d  

h u m a n  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  ju s t ic e  a n d  in ju s t ic e , a n d  is u n a b le  to d iffe re n tia te  

b etw e e n  ‘g o o d ’ a n d  ‘b a d ’ p o litics .

WILLEM S C H I N K E L

Bourdieu’s ethical turn?

T h is  c o n tr ib u t io n  h as tw o  m a in  g o a ls . F irs t  o f  a ll, th e  last p h ase  o f  P ie rre  

B o u rd ie u ’s w o rk  is critica lly  rev iew ed . T h e  q u e stio n  is p o se d  w h ether o r  n o t  h is 

la ter a n d  critica l w o rk  has to be in terp reted  as the resu lt o f  w h at m igh t b e  called  

an  ‘ e th ica l tu r n ’ . S e c o n d , in re v ie w in g  the c r it ic a l co n te n t o f  th is  w o r k , a 

c la r if ic a t io n  o f  th e  cr itica l p o te n tia l p re se n t in  B o u r d ie u ’s general m e th o d o ­

lo g ic a l a n d  th e o re t ic a l p re su p p o s it io n s  is  g iv e n . It  ca n  th us be seen  th at 

B o u rd ie u ’s an aly ses  h ave, o w in g  to  th e ir  a n ti-essen tia list re lational log ic , a lw ays 

b een  c r it ica l, a n d  th at th ere  is a d e fin ite  c o n t in u ity  b etw e e n  his ‘o ld e r ’ w o rk  

a n d  h is la te r  w o rk . H o w e v e r, th ere  is still a  ca se  fo r  th e  id ea  o f  an e th ic a l tu rn  

in  h is oeuvre, fo r  h is  an alyses h ave  b e c o m e  h a rsh e r in  to n e . T o  co n c lu d e , th en ,
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the foundations of Bourdieu’s critique are critically examined. First, it is noted 
that his change in tone reveals a theoretical inconsistency between his earlier 
work and his later writings. Second, a critique is given of the theoretical basis 
of all of Bourdieu’s work, the relational logic. It is argued that his anti- 
essentialism is founded on -  in Putnam’s words -  a ‘God’s eye point o f view’, 
which seems to be incompatible (even if ever attainable) with precisely this 
anti-essentialist analysis.

OLAV V E L T H U I S

Economy negated:
A micro-situational analysis of the Amsterdam and New York art markets

This article deals with two parts of Bourdieu’s theory of the market for sym­
bolic goods: the negation of the economy and the distinction between a circuit 
of ‘restricted’ and o f ‘large-scale’ production, which both obey to their own 
logic. A study o f micro-situational interactions on the market for contempo­
rary art in Amsterdam and New York confirms and complements, as well as 
providing a critique of, Bourdieu’s theory. Whereas in Bourdieu’s account the 
negation of the economy is a strategy for accumulating symbolic capital, the 
present study found that explicit and manifold references to prices and profits 
are part of the consecration o f contemporary art. It is also shown how the two 
logics, which according to Bourdieu are specific to two separate circuits, need 
to be negotiated by art dealers within one circuit on a daily basis. Furthermore, 
it is argued that oppositions exist not only between the two circuits that 
Bourdieu distinguishes, but also within those circuits. Finally, the interests of 
both circuits meet in their mutual opposition to auction houses, a party to the 
market which Bourdieu does not consider.

D A MI ÂN ZA I T C H

Bosses, Brokers and Helpers:
Labour and business relations amongst Colombian cocaine traffickers

Based on a recent ethnographic study amongst Colombian drug traffickers 
(traquetos) in the Netherlands (Zaitch 2002), this article analyses the most 
common labour and business relations they establish amongst themselves as 
illegal entrepreneurs and employees.

Colombian drug organisations active in Europe have been described either 
as representatives or cells of all-powerful Colombian cartels on the one hand,
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o r  as flex ib le  c r im in a l n e tw o rk s  o n  th e  o th e r. T h e  first  v ie w  p re se n ts  a c a r ic a ­

tu re  o f  h ig h ly  o rg a n ise d  b ra n c h e s  a n d  p ro fe s s io n a l b u s in e ssm e n . T h e  o th e r 

o ffe rs  a  c h a o tic  w e b  o f  u n d e rg ro u n d , in te rn a tio n a l c r im in a ls .

B y  p re se n tin g  th ree  cases e n c o u n te re d  d u r in g  fie ld w o rk , th e  a u th o r  sh o w s 

th at so cia l a n d  b u sin ess  re la tio n s in  c o c a in e  e n te rp r ise s  are  h e tero g en eo u s and  

e x tre m e ly  fle x ib le . H e  sy ste m a tic a lly  a n a ly se s  v a r io u s  fo rm s  o f  b u sin e ss  

( in d iv id u a l, p a rtn e rsh ip s , jo in t  v e n tu re s , o n  c o m m iss io n , fa m ily  b u sin e ss , 

in te rm e d ia tio n ) a n d  e m p lo y e e s  (sk illed  su b c o n tra c to rs , p ro fe ssio n a ls , m a n a g ­

ers , u n sk ille d  p a rt- t im e  e m p lo y e e s) , fo u n d  in  th e  co u rse  o f  th e  research . H is  

fin d in g s  ch a llen g e  m yth ica l im a g es  o f  fix e d  ‘ carte ls ’ a n d  h o m o g e n e o u s  o rg a n i­

sa tio n s  on  the o n e  h a n d , and  o b sc u re  c r im in a l n e tw o rk s  on  the o th er. C o lo m ­

b ia n  c o c a in e  e n te rp r ise s  are  sm a ll, fle x ib le  e c o n o m ic  u n its  w ith  n o  b u re a u ­

c ra tic , p y ra m id a l s tru c tu res . T h e y  te n d  to  d e v e lo p  a flex ib le  la b o u r  d iv is io n , 

w ith  c lear h ie ra rch ie s  b ased  o n  fin a n c ia l risk . S m a ll in te rm e d ia r ie s  o r  b ro k e rs , 

s o m e tim e s  th e m se lv e s  lega l a c to rs , ca n  p la y  m o r e  im p o r ta n t  ro le s  th an  the 

m y th o lo g ic a l ‘M r  B ig ’s ’ . A lth o u g h  th e  ro le  o f  so c ia l re la tio n s  is p a ra m o u n t  in 

c o c a in e  e n te rp r ise s , th e y  are  w ro n g ly  d e fin e d  as m e re  ‘ c r im in a l ’ n e tw o rk s. 

S o c ia l n e tw o rk s  in  co c a in e  e n te rp r ise s  a re  fo rm e d  b y  re la tio n s  b etw e e n  c r im i­

n a l a n d  lega l a c to rs , settin gs a n d  b u sin e sse s, n e tw o rk s  s tru c tu ra lly  co n n e ctin g  

illeg a l im m ig ra n ts , p ro stitu te s , g u n m e n  o r  c o m m o n  th ieves w ith  fin a n c ia l 

in s titu t io n s , fr e ig h t  c o m p a n ie s  o r  la w -a b id in g  c itizen s.
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