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Summaries

Joanna Swabe

Animals as a Natural Resource: Ambivalence in the Human-Animal Relationship
and Veterinary Practice

Animals are perhaps one of the greatest natural resources upon which human socie-
ties depend. From the earliest known societies, we have exploited and manipulated
them to service not only our most fundamental, but also our less tangible needs. The
relationship between humans and other animals is, however, replete with contradicti-
ons. To put it crudely: some species we keep and devour for food, upon others we
lavish affection. This article explores the ambivalence and ambiguity that typically
characterises our relationship with domesticated animals through an examination of
routine veterinary practice. It illustrates the very diverse ways in which animals are
treated, both culturally and medically, according to which species they belong.
Moreover, it highlights some of the dilemmas that veterinarians experience in their
daily working lives, which are, in turn, reflective of the ambivalence and ambiguity
that pervade the human-animal relationship.

Henk van Zon
Old Roads to the Club of Rome

Environmental problems have always caused concern, protest and opposition. This
assertion is examined using some examples from the European society of the fif-
teenth and sixteenth centuries and from the rising industrial societies in eighteenth-
and nineteenth-century Germany and the Netherlands. The article concludes with an
analysis of some post-war publications on issues such as resources running out;
exhaustion of the soil and pollution, which can be viewed as forerunners of The
limits to growth.

Kees Schmidt
On Civilization and the Environment

The pivotal question of the article is to what extent the increasing concern for the
environment in industrial societies could be considered a matter of civilization in the
sense of Norbert Elias. In order to put this question into a developmental perspecti-
ve, a distinction is made between two interconnected social developments: ‘econo-
mization’ and ‘ecologization’. An analysis is made of the structure and civilizing
nature of these processes. The implications of this analysis for environmental poli-





