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IN MEMORIAM SYTZE BOTTEMA
6 October 1937 — 21 November 2005

R.T.J. CAPPERS & H. WOLDRING
University of Groningen, Groningen Institute of Archaeology, Groningen, the Netherlands

The previous volume of Palaeohistoria (45/46) was
dedicated to Sytze Bottema. It opens with an appre-
ciation and a bibliography and includes an article by
Sytze dealing with the pollen signal of early Neolithic
farmers in northern Drenthe (the Netherlands) and an
article by his wife Nicolien on the wood from Akrotiri
(Santorini, Greece).

Sytze suffered from Multiple System Atrophy, of
which the first signs appeared shortly before his retire-
ment in 2002. In the autumn of 2005, Sytze’s health
was failing rapidly and he became more confined to his
sickbed. Although Palaeohistoria 45/46 was intended
to be presented to Sytze as a surprise, we agreed to in-
form Sytze about this special volume only if his state
of health would become life-threatening.

Sytze died on the very day that volume 45/46 of
Palaeohistoria went into print and it was not longer
possible to adapt the appreciation. It is most regret-
table that Sytze was not acquainted with its appear-
ance.

Sytze had an excellent knowledge of the pal-
aeoclimates and palacoenvironments of the Eastern
Mediterranean and Near East areas and his publica-
tions are still a firm foundation for the interpretation
of climatic change, human impact on the former veg-
etation and the modelling of the origin and spread of
agriculture. Sytze had a special interest in birds and
in animals in general and his bibliography includes a
substantial number of articles on these subjects.

Colleagues and students were privileged to work
with Sytze for many years. His gifted ability to ob-
serve from nature, his thought-provoking discussions
and his amusing stories, larded with nice details, will
be remembered and much missed.
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