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PREFACE 

In 1954 Harm Tjailing Waterbolk became Professor of Prehistory and Germanic Archaeology at the 
Univers it y of Groningen, as successor to Albert Egges van Giffen. To mark his retirement in 1987, a 
symposium, 'Archaeology and Landscape' , one of Waterbolk's major fieids of interest, was held in 
Groningen. 

The present volume of Palaeohistoria which is dedicated to him, inc1udes contributions on current research 
by his colleagues at the Biologisch-Archaeologisch Instituut, and on topics which particularly interest him -
palaeobotanical and archaeological research, prehistoric settlement in the province of Drenthe and the 
coastal areas of Groningen and Friesland, and radiocarbon dating of archaeological samples. 

This collection of papers is presented to him by his colleagues, not only to mark their respect for his 
scholarship as characterized by analysis of field data and a deep appreciation of the environment, but also in 
anticipation of his contribution in the years to come. 

H.R. Reinders 

Short biography H.T. Waterbolk 

- Harm TjaIling Waterbolk 
- bom 18 May 1924 at Havelte, province of Drenthe, the Netherlands 
- 1936-1942: Gymnasium Celeanum, Zwolle 
- 1942-1951: studied biology at the University of Groningen 
- 1954: doctoral thesis 'De praehistorische mens en zljn milieu' 
- 195 1-1954: palynologist, NV Bataafsche Petroleum Maatschappij (Royal Dutch Shell Group), the Hague 
- 1954-1987: professor of Prehistory and Germanic Archaeology, Biologisch-Archaeologisch Instituut, 

University of Groningen 

- 1954-present: member, Conseil Permanent de I'Union Internationale des Sciences Pre- et Protohistoriques 
- 1955-present: member of the scientific committee, Netherlands Nature Conservancy Board 
- 1956-1974: member, Netherlands Monuments Board 
- 1962-1982: member, Netherlands Nature Conservancy Board 
- 1970-present: member, Royal Netherlands Academy of Sciences (Humanities division) 
- 1979-present: member of the Board of the Humanities division, Royal Netherlands Academy of Sciences 
- 1981-1986: president of the Board of ARCHON (Foundation for Archaeological Research in the 

Netherlands, a branch of Z.W.O., the Netherlands Foundation for Pure Research) 
- 1986-present: member, Standing Committee for the Humanities (European Science Foundation) 

- main excavations: Wijster, Geleen, Tritsum, Anloo, Ruinen, Elp, Odoorn, Gasselte (Netherlands), 
Niederwil (Switzerland), Bouqras (Syria) 

- c. 165 papers on palynology, radiocarbon dating, history of settlements, publication of artefacts and 
excavations, spread of food production, theory and methodology of archaeology, history of archaeology, 
conservation nature and landscape, and other subjects. 
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