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BARROW EXCAVATIONS IN THE NETHERLANDS 

For many centuries past, the regular round hil locks often found together in 
groups in the higher sandy regions of the Netherlands have attracted the attention 
of antiquaries. That they had 'not been made by nature, but by the hand of man' ,  
and  that they represented the tombs of earlier inhabitants of  these regions, was 
contended as early as 1 660 by J o h a n  P i c a r d t, minister of God's word at 
Coevorden in Drente .l  'What these hillocks are, those things testify that l ie 
therein and are dug out therefrom' .  The question whether it was the giants, 
the Celts, the Germanic peoples, or the Romans, who had erected these monu­
ments for their dead, was dealt with at length by Picardt and later writers. They 
were 'men of horrible stature, great strength, and bestial cruelty, who have feared 
neither God nor men', 'horrible, brutal, cruel, immoral and impious men' . l  Tatu­
rally, quotations from classical authors play a large part in these verbose dis­
quisitions of earlier days. Dr H. Brunsting, in a recent paper,2 has dealt with 
the history of barrow investigation in the Netherlands, giving special attention 
to the way in which the problem has been stated from the 17th century onwards. 

Particularly in  the 1 8th and 1 9th centuries, remarkable and repeated efforts 
were made to discover the secrets of a tumulus by means of the spade. 
The investigations of J 0 a n n  e s v a n  L i e  r, in  Drente, have become well­
known ; in  his 'Oudheidkundige Brieven' ( 1 760) he points to the peculiar structure 
of a mound, the 'mixture of sand and earth' of which it is composed, and by 
which it  is distinguished from natural heights .3 

In the first half of the 1 9th century, after the French domination, it was 
N. W e s t e n d o r p  and C. J. c. R e u v e n s, the latter the Director of the 
Rijksmuseum van Oudheden at Leiden, who undertook the study of barrows 
in the Netherlands. Westendorp arriyed at the conclusion that the majority of 
the tumuli must have been built by the native population, not by the Romans. 
In his opinion earlier writers had all too often been content 'with a few saws 
and the quotation of verses from Latin poets'! 4 Professor Reuvens, it is to be 
regretted, hardly got down properly to barrow excavations. His interest in them 
began in 1 834, and the excavation in that year of the 'Wittewtjvellbu/t' near 
Eefde, Province of Gelderland, is a remarkable one, coming up almost to 
present-day standards. Samples were taken of the various soils - particularly, 
i t  seems, of the podsol and the i nfiltration veins - and the chemical analysis of 
these is very striking. The narrow brown horizontal veins in the mound he 

Palaeohistoria. Vol. Ill. 
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rightly considered as secondary, and due to the percolation of water. He  intended 
to publish this tumulus, together with others sti l l  to be excavated, and to subjoin 
' situation map, plan and section of the tumuli investigated, with the exact loca­
tion of al l  heaps of ash and bones and drawings of the most important objects, 
and of the aspect of the soil dug through and its black and other stains' .  5 I n  
1 835 this versatile archaeologist died at a relatively early age, and with  his death 
a long stagnation must be considered to have set in. It is true that Dr L. J. F. 
J a n s s e n,  Conservator at Leiden, proceeded to excavate numerous barrows, 
but he never reached the scientific level of Reuvens' investigation. From the 
nature of the grave goods Janssen distinguished between Old Germanic, Celtic 
and Roman barrows.s Occasionally he noted sod structure in the mound.7 The 
three-period system developed in Northern Germany and Denmark was gaining 
reluctant recognition in the Netherlands at this t ime,S but it was sti l l  many 
years before an attempt was made to assign barrows to the Stone, Bronze, or I ron 
Age according to their grave goods. 

Besides the official museum authorities the 1 9th century saw the provincial 
learned societies, as well as many private persons, taking an interest in barrow 
excavations. Thus in the I ntroduction we saw the Westerhoven schoolmaster 
P a n  k e n  at work in the Eight Beatitudes, in co-operation with the Society 
of Arts and Sciences in North Brabant. 

In  the last quarter of the 1 9th century we must take notice of the activities of 
Dr W. Pie y t e ,  first Conservator, later Director of the Museum at Leiden.  
His monumental compilation 'Nederlandsche Oudheden. van de vroegste tiJden 

tot op Karel den Groote' (Leiden, 1 877-1 9°2) gives a comprehensive picture of  
a l l  that had been collected in Dutch museums in the course of the 1 9th  century, 
and recovered from investigations in the field. I n  his own barrow excavations, 
however, Pleyte sti l l  seems to have been content, like most of his predecessors, 
to collect secondary interments.9 

At the beginning of the present century a new era began in Dutch archaeology. 
The excavation techniques developed in Western Germany, for i nstance in  
the excavations at Haltern in Westphalia, began to  be applied a lso in  the 
Netherlands. The careful cleaning of excavation planes led to the observation 
and interpretation of structural remains - postholes, ditches, foundation trenches, 
etc. - conspicuous by the abnormal colour of their fi l l ings. The differen­
tiation between made and virgin soil opened wide perspectives for systematic 
field-work. Grave mounds turned out to be not merely heaps of sand or sods 
piled up over an interment, but monuments a careful examination of which could 
yield information concerning their construction and its possible successive phases. 
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This new understanding led to a considerably improved excayation technique 
gra�ually carried to a high level of refinement in the Netherlands. The pioneering 
work in this f ield was done by Dr J. H. H o  I w e  r d a, f irst Conservator, later 
Assistant Director and Director of the Rijksmuseum van Oudheden at Leiden.lO 

Systematic barrow investigation in the Netherlands commences with Holwerda's 
excavation of a tumulus at Hoog-Soeren, on the Veluwe, Province of Gelder­
land, in 1 906, where an urn and the remains of a pyre were discovered high 
in the mound (secondary interment ?) . 1 I  In the following year, 1 907, Holwerda 
carried on his investigations near Nierssen ,  in the same vicinity . 12 It is here that 
we f i rst hear of traces of timber structures in barrows . At f irst Holwerda inter­
preted the circular discolorations he observed as the remains of a cylindrical 
wood-and-earth construction round the grave. Soon after, however, prompted 
by the results of his excavation in the Hertekamp (Deer-park) at Vaassen ( 1909), 13 
he came to the conclusion that the discolorations were the remains of a collapsed 
wooden dome. This interpretation has occasioned much criticism.14 In the first 
place we may well ask whether such a wooden dome - generally with a diameter 
of more than 8 metres - covered by a heavy burden of earth, could remain 
standing even for a short while. That such a wooden construction, as recon­
structed by Holwerda, would remain intact over a long period, would remain 
accessible through an entrance, and could be used again for later burials, seems 
absolutely out of the question. The fact that the well-known scale-recon-. 
strilction in the Leiden Museum15 of such a dome-shaped vault has been 
secured by iron nails, has been a si lent comment, for more than 40 years 
now, on this remarkable reconstruction of a grave form held to be ultimately 
connected with the Mycenean beehive tombs. 'What is, in our opinion, certain, 
is that such collapsed timber constructions with sod covering 16 could never 
develop into the regular bowl-shaped barrows characteristic of Holwerda's dome 
grave culture! On reading through the original excavation reports and on studying 
the photographic records, it is clear that the circular, sometimes polygonal 
features at the periphery are a very mixed bag. Sometimes we evidently have 
a number of tangential secondary grave pits, one cutting through the other; 
the charred walls of the trunk coffins, hollowed out by f ire, were then 
interpreted by Holwerda as the remains of the tangentially interlaced beams 
of the wooden domeY I n other cases we have circular foundation trenches 
- occasionally containing an ( intermediate ?)  circle of closely spaced upright 
posts IB - circular or penannular ditches, or a zone between centre and 
edge of the barrow where the topsoi l was carried away for a temporary 
covering of the central interment. On t�e strength of his several excavations 
on the Veluwe, Holwerda distinguished between barrows of the Beaker 
culture, with timber structure, his so-called ' dome graves' (koepelgravell , 
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Kuppelgriiber), Germanic 'cinerary' mounds, and the scarcely visible low mounds 

of the urnfields,lD Secondary interments he sometimes interpreted as such, 

and once, at :\ierssen, he recognized three phases of construction in a barrow,20 

In the course of his excavations at the Cddel lake, in 1908, [910 and 19[1, Hol­

\\'crda also discovered the first monuments with circles of posts, �l to which at 

first he ascribed sacral significance, having in mind a kind of sanctuary, a temenas 
of the Beaker culture, comparable to stone circles like that of Stonehenge, In a 

later publication, ho\\'ever, he speaks of a 'covered, fortified abode', 

The most important pupil of the Leiden school \\'as Dr A, E, R e m  0 u c h a m p s, 

\\'hose premature death (1927) \\'as a serious loss to archaeology, He investigated 

barrow cemeteries on the Velu\\'c at Ermeloo (1922),22 Heerde (1926),23 and 

Wageningen (1927),2-1 all in the Pro\'ince of Gelderland, and at Hilversum 

CI925-6),�5 Province of :\orth Holland, A number of new 'dome graves' and 

\'ariants of that type \\'ere added by him to those described by Holwerda, Even 

the fine single widely spaced peripheral postcircle, with additional ring of close­

set stakes, discovered by Remouchamps in a tumulus near Goirle, Province of 

;\orth Brabant (1925), \\'as explained as a collapsed timber structure '\\'hich 

does not, in this case, seem to ha\'e been dome-shaped, but which \\'e must imagine 

as ha\'ing a perpendicular \\'all and a flat conical roof',�6 

After Remouchamps the barrow excavations of the Leiden Museum were 

carried on by Dr F, C, B u r  s c h, also Conservator at the Rijksmuseum, A con­

siderable number of barrows, in nearly all parts of the country, were investigated 

by Bursch, leading to the identification of ever more 'dome graves', in several 

variants,�7 besides postcircle monuments and 'cinerary' mounds, Bursch's excava­

tions by themselves \Yould, it is alleged, have once again clearly proved the existence 

of 'dome graves', His im'estigations did not involve any serious modifications of 

the ideas laid down by Holwerda, Bursch's most important excavation sites were 

again situated on the Veluwe, in the Province of Gelderland, viz, at Putten (1928), 

Speulde (1928), Bennekom (1929-30), Nol in 't Bosch (1930), Epe (1931), 

Garderen (1931), Elspeet(1933), and Hoenderloo (1939), and besides at Wijchen 

(1930),28 In Utrecht he dug at Soesterberg (1932) and Maarsbergen (1941),29 in 

!\'orth Holland at Hilversum (1934),30 in Overijssel at Ommen (1929) and Oot­

marsum (193o),3l in Drente at Emmen (1931-2,1934,1937) and Valthe (1937),32 

in, Groningen at Marum (1932),33 in North Brabant at Oss (193S),H and in Lim­

burg, finally, at Swalmen (1936-8) and at Helden (1938),35 The Leiden Conser­

vator Dr W, C. B r a  a t only excavated tumuli at Ede, Province of Gelderland 

(1930) 36 and at Knegsel, Province of North Brabant (1934-S).37 
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I n  1 9 1 6, meanwhile, the i nvestigation of Dutch barrows had also been taken 
up' by Dr A. E. v a n  G i f f  e n . Especially after the foundation of the I nstitute 
for Biological Archaeology in the University of Groningen, in 1 922,38 this eminent 
scholar, in his quality of Director of that I nstitute, turned his attention to the 
systematic investigat ion of barrows on a large scale. A very considerable number 
of tumuli were investigated by Van Giffen in the course of many years, particularly 
in  the Northern parts of the country. Of his numerous excavations in the Province 
of Drente we mention only those i n  the cemeteries ofVleerdinge ( 1 920, 1 925-6),39 
Hijken ( 1 930),�0 Balloo ( 1 933 ),41 Gasteren ( 1 939),42 and especially those in the 
Municipality of Vries where, from 1 9 1 6  onwards, many excavations were under­
taken, especially' in the cultural reserve on the 'Noordsche Veld' near Zeijen.43 
'Wel l-known i nvestigations ill the Province of Groningen are those in the cemeteries 
at Wessinghuizen ( 1 927),H and Laudermarke ( 1 922 and 1 932),45 in the Province 
of Friesland those at Langedijk ( 1 928). 46 I n  other provinces of the Netherlands 
important barrow cemeteries were alSJ) excavated : i n  Overijssel near Steen­
wijkerwold ( 1 918) 4i and Ommen ( 1 930),48 in Gelderland at Garderen ( 1 935 ),·u 
in Utrecht at Baarn ( 1 926-7),50 in North Holland at Wervershoof ( 1 942) 5] and 
in North Drabant at Goirle ( 1 935) . 52 Besides these large cemeteries Van Giffen 's 
excavations comprised many smaller ones, as well as countless other barrows, 
alone or in  small groups. 53 

The methods and techniques used in these excavations, particularly the 
q u a d r a n t  m e t h o d  already discussed above 5J - first applied in 1 9 1 6 - led 
to accurate obseryation of barrow structure. Direct co-operation was sought and 
established with the medical and science departments, so that man and his en­
vironment could be fully studied. Already at an early date Van Giffen had samples 
of old surface le\'e!s under barrows palynologically analysed. 

The circular features interpreted by Holwerda as the remains of \\'ooden domes 
were also found by Van Giffen .  Their nature proved, however, to be quite 
different . 55 The 'dome grave ' theory in itself, though, - e\'en if based on faulty 
observation and incorrect interpretation of heterogeneous phenomena - proyed 
valuable as a working hypothesis. In a number of barrows Van Giffen actually 
found traces of smal l wooden structures in which the dead had been interred 
sitting or lying down in a contracted position .&6 In the \'ertical sections these struc­
tures took the shape of an constricted beehive ; in the plane sections they showed 
as cyl indrical pits dug to varying depths, with generally a small s ingle 
circular foundation trench (I to :I m in diameter). Fine examples were 
discovered at Zeijen, Province of Drente ,5i at Steell\\,ij ken\'Old, Province of 
Overijssel ( 1 9 1 8) ,57 and at Onnen, Pro\:ince of Groningen ( 1 927) . 58 \'an Giffen 
interpreted them as the remains of slTlal l  beehive-shaped burial chambers of 
wattled branches. They have become kno\\'l 1  as 'heehive gra\'es' (bijellhOlfgravell, 
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HieneJlkurbgraber). Occasionally the initial cylindrical form terminated in a square 
ground plan (c. 1.30 X 1 . 50) showing a clear entrance. This variant, which Van 
Giffen discovered at Eext, Province of Drente ( 1 927),59 he gave the name 'hut grave' 
(ll/ltgwj, Hl'ittengrab). Besides being found dug into the subsoil, beehive graves 
also occurred at ground lev�l. The beehive constructions are always found 
in barrows of more or less pure sand, on a subsoil still lacking a clearly podsolized 
surface structure. I n  almost every case they are attended by corded and herring­
bone Beakers, stone battle-axes, flint axes and daggers, and thus they must date 
from Neoiithic t imes. Another grave form of this period consisted of a rounded 
rectangular grave pit surrounded by a close circular foundation t rench from 
c. 3 . 30 to c. 5 . 50 metres in diameter.oo .occasionally a circle of close-set stakes was 
found in the foundation trench (fig. 45 : type 1 ) .61 Possibly this represents a small 
(temporary) fence of upright stakes round the already fil led grave pit, removed 
before the barrow itself was piled up. The dead in these barrows were generally 
interred lying on one side in a flexed or contracted position, with grave goods again 
cons.isting of corded or herringbone Beakers, perforated stone battle- axes, flint 
axes and daggers. Further, Van Giffen often found, in the edge of Neolithic and 
Aeneolithic tumuli, the circular patterns interpreted as the remains of 'dome 
graves' by the Leiden school. Some of these represented open circular d itches 
that had once marked the edge of the barrow. In other cases they proved 
to be foundation trenches (8 to 14 m in diameter) in which single closely 
spaced circles of upright timbers had once stood, slightly within the edge of the 
barrow (fig. 45 : type 2). The finest example of these is the tumulus at Harener­
molen,62 Province of Groningen, excavated by Van Giffen in 1 922. I n  some cases 
shallow circular patterns were found between centre and edge ; in all probability 
these only represented the area where sand had been removed for the (provisional) 
covering of the central interment. All these structures belong to the Beaker cultures, 
whereas peripheral stone revetments must be related to the Passage Grave culture. 
Van Giffen also occasionally found stone cists, passage grave derivatives,63 and 
stone packings in barrows. The grave goods then consisted, as far as the pottery was 
concerned, of the ' Tiefstichkeramik' characteristic for the North-West European 
megalithic culture which, in the Netherlands, is mainly confined to the Province 
of Drente, the land of the hunebedden.6-! I n  the single grave mounds of the central 
parts o� the country, on the Veluwe, the Aeneolithic bell and zone Beakers 
predominate over the, by and large, undoubtedly Neolithic S-Beakers with 
corded and herringbone decoration. The latter are especially at home in  the North­
ern parts of the country, where only a few examples of Bell Beakers have been 
recorded. A relatively large p roportion of the Neolithic and Aeneolithic barrows 
tu rned out to be devoid of peripheral, constructions. 

Holwerda tried, with great tenacity, to make out a case for the i nsufficiency of the 
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three-period system. Thus this scholar even came to the conclusion that the 
Bronze Age as such was not demonstrable in the Netherlands.65 In the Dutch 
museums, however, at the beginning of the present century, this culture period 
was represented by a sufficient number of b ronzes, as was first pointed out by 
Dr P .  C .  J. A. B o e l e s,66 until recently Conservator of the Friesch Museum 
at Leeuwarden . That the Bronze Age - though very poor in bronze - was 
actually an age of great importance in this country from a structural point of view 
has become very apparent from Van G iffen 's barrow excavations. While ringditches 
and stone revetments persisted, the timber circles gained enormously in  importance 
in this period. The beehive graves and small intermediate single circles of closely 
spaced stakes embedded in a foundation trench (fig. 45 : type I ) , frequent in 
Neolithic tumul i  of the Beaker culture, no longer occurred in Bronze Age tumuli ; 
neither did the similarly placed large circles, generally found slightly within the 
original edge of the barrow (fig. 45 : type 2). I nstead we now find several types 
of t imber circles (fig. 45 : types 3-9) in  which each post has been dug or rammed 
in by itself, right at the edge of the barrow. The mounds were constructed of 
sods, either on fresh sites or on top of the sand barrows of the Neolithic 
period. Of these postcircles over 1 80 specimens have so far been excavated in  
the Netherlands. The pottery found in immediate association with them belongs 
to the mostly undecorated, simple, grit-tempered ware to which Sprockhoff 
gave the name 'Kii1llmerkeramik' (Early and Middle Bronze Age).67 The only 
exceptions are a few specimens of type 3 ,  the single widely . spaced circle 
of posts - the most common type, which occurs all over the country (fig. 46). 
Although it is characteristic for the Early and Middle Bronze Age, this type 
must still go back to the (Late) Neolithic period, as occasionally it has been 
found in sand barro"vs, associated with corded and herringbone Beakers.GB In 
those cases the ring of posts showed a primitive and irregular form, while the 
postholes were discovered inside the original edge of the barrow. 

A rare variant of type 3 is the single circle of widely spaced paired postholes 
(type 4, fig. 46). Another not very common form is the single closely spaced 
circle (type 5 ) ,  which is apparently more at home in the centre and the South 
(fig. 50). Of the compl icated double and triple closely spaced circles (types 6 
and 7) and the simi lar quadruple and multiple circles (type 8) the two former 
types are very common in the Province of North Brabant (figs 50 and 5 5 ) .  The 
type, however, consisting of a single circle of close-set stakes (type 9) is fairly 
rare (fig. 5 5 ) ; such fences also occur as additional elements with circles of 
types 3, 4, 6 and 7· 

Datable bronzes are extremely rare in Dutch postcircle barrows. As a result 
a detailed chronological differentiation of the monuments cannot yet be given.  
The few bronzes (fig. 47, 48b : 1 ,6 ;  49 and 54) found i n  primary graves associated 



8 Barrow Excavations in the Netherlands 

with types 3, 5 and 7 date these postcircles in periods Montel ius I I  and I I I  of 
the l\'orth European B ronze Age . In numerous cases postcircles occur in  two-, 
three- or e\'en four-period barrows, the stratigraphy of which can contribute 
to the ch ronology. Often a barrow of sand is found sealed beneath a capping 
of sods with attendant postcircle : for types 3-9 the :-Jeolithic Beaker cultures 
in many cases afford a stratigraphic terlllinlls post quem.G9 

In the ,,-ay of secondary i nterments, pots are repeatedly reco\-ered from the 
edges of Early and Middle Bronze Age tumuli - especially in the centre and the 
�outh of the 0Jetherlands - which do not show any affinities either with the 
:\eolithic Beakers or \\-ith the smal l ,  plain, grit-tempered pots of the Early Bronze 
.-\ge. They are large, tall, bucket- or barrel-shaped \-essels of normally fairly 
soft i l l-baked ware with shrinkage cracks, the paste of which has been tem­
pered with large lumps of quartz and pottery grit. Below the rim they usually 
show an applied or squeezed-out cordon decorated with nail or finger-tip im­
pressions. They are true cinerary urns, in which the cremated bones of the 
dead \\"ere interred. They represent the first pottery vessels used as containers ot 
cremations, and have a sepulchral function quite different from that of the pottery 
vessels accompanying the dead in earlier times, which probably only contained 
food or drink for the after l ife .  With the later U rnfield ceramics, on the other 
hand, they have nothing in common either in form or in technique .  To these 
so-called ' Deverel' urns, which in several cases constitute a terlllinus ante quem 

for the timbered barrows, we shall hereafter return in detail .  iO 

Another terminus ante quem for the t imbered barrows is supplied by urn 
burials from Late Bronze and Early I ron Age times . In many cases tumuli form 
the core of a ringditch urnfield, and then usually one or more ringditches are 
found dug into the slopes of the tumulus. Two bronze razors (fig. 48b : 8-9) 
from the Late Bronze Age (Montelius V) were found  by Van Giffen in secondary urn 
burials in  the tumulus with postcircles of types 2 and 3 at Harenermolen, Province 
of Groningen.71 

Van Giffen was the first to recognize continental examples of barrows with 
enclosing banks. The best known are H ijken , Province of D rente, tumulus 5, 
\vhere a single widely spaced circle of posts stood bet\veen  the barrow and the 
enclosing bank, and tumulus I of the ' Vijfberg' on the Rechte Heide near Goirle, 
Province of North B rabant. These monuments, too, date from the Bronze Age . 
Seven specimens of this type of tumulus (Dutch disc barrow) surrounded by a 
ditch with internal bank are now known from the Netherlands.72 

Van Giffen's many barrow excavations have been particularly valuable for the 
many important data they have supplied concerning the burial ritual .  Only re­
cently, Sir Cyril Fox once again u nderl 'ined the importance of the fullest possible 
examination of every tumulus excavated : ' inspired also by the- meticulous and 
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most successful work of Professor Van Giffen of Groningen we preached (and 
practised) the complete removal of the round barrow, so that no detail of structure, 
no deposit, could escape discovery and s'crutiny ' . 73 Only by complete removal 74 
can we obtain some idea at least of the sequence of events at the interment, the 
raising of the barrow - fairly frequently, it seems, in several stages even for one 
burial - the construction of the peripheral features, etc. Entrances, entrance 
blockings in postcircles, and temporary mortuary houses were thus first discovered 
by Van Giffen .  

The actual interments in  the Neolithic and Aeneolithic barrows have already been 
described. I n  the Early Bronze Age inhumation burials predominated in the North 
of the country . They are found mostly in long trunk coffins placed in oblong pits 
sunk to a greater or smaller depth. Cremation burials, however, occurred at an 
early date, at first only in trunk coffins ; the oblong sub-rectangular grave form 
was therefore still retained. Gradually the cremation graves became smaller, 
sometimes they were still rectangular, but already at an early date and fairly fre­
quently, especially in the Southern parts, the cremated remains of the dead 
were deposited in an irregular shallow bo\yl-shaped pit, together with large 
pieces of charcoal from the pyre. 1 n the Bronze Age the barrow was occa­
sionally raised over the burnt-out remains of the pyre. In addition , however, 
especially in the Western and Southern l\etherlands, earthenware vessels already 
appeared as containers of cremated bones in Middle Bronze Age barro\ys. These 
are the grit-tempered urns of ' Deverel '  type already referred to. 

At the end of the Bronze Age began the laying out of the large urnfields, 
often centred on a group of older tumuli .'5 Generally: the fairly 100y 
mounds consist of a few sods piled up oyer the centrally placed cremation­
filled urn, and covered with the upcast from the surrounding ditch. These open 
ringditches, which circumscribed the area of the monuments, shO\y a great diver­
sity in their ground plans. A l ist of the types found so far in the Netherlands 
and 'Western Germany has been dra\\'n up by Van Giffen ; it runs to 32 forms 
and variants. 76 Among the earliest types \Ye find the keyhole shape (Late Bronze 
Age), of which, in the Netherlands, examples ha\'e only been found in the South 
Eastern parts of the Pro\'inces of Groningen and Drente . 77 I n  t\\'O cases these 
even had the interment surrounded by a - temporary ? - miniature circle of 
close-set stakes.78 The keyhole shape probably originated in Westphalia, where 
it is a common type in the ringditch urnfields, as are the similarly early sub­
rectangular ditches with internal rectangular patterns of postholes (Late Bronze 
Age to Early Iron Age) .79 According to Van Giffen these post holes should be 
interpreted as a kind of fencing, not as cGnstituting mortuary houses, for the lo\\" 
mounds have not preserved a trace of a collapsed grave structure,so Alternati\'ely 
these might be temporary constructions, In the l\etherlands this form is again 
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almost wholly confined to the North,81 the only Southern example having 
been found by Braat in the large urnfield at Knegsel, Province of North 
Brabant.82 Among the very common types are the round and oval ditches, sometimes 
showing an entrance gap. The most recent types are the square ditches, 
which have in two instances been found enclosed by a sub-rectangular fence, 
open at one side, consistIng. of small, closely spaced stakes.6J The ringditch 
urnfields seem to continue down into the days of the Roman empire .  

Both by their ringditch types and by their pottery the urnfields in  the 
Netherlands fall into a Northern and a Southern group. The Northern, with its 
rich variety of ditch types, links up with the urnfields of Westphalia. The Southern 
is characterized structurally by little more than the round or oval ditch types, 
though the sub-rectangular so-called ' ridges' - probably arable plots of I ron  Age 
times 84 - also constitute a marked feature of the Brabant urnfields. These dif­
ferences are still further emphasized in the rich ceramic material. I t  would lead 
us too far to give a comprehensive sun"ey of Urnfield ceramics, but a few remarks 
may not be out of p lace.85 In the North slip-covered bi-conical  urns and high­
necked truncated pear-shapes are among the earliest (Late Bronze Age to Early 
I ron Age) ; later we then meet with the coated (Germanic ?)  urns of  so-called 
Harpstedt type. In the South white inlaid 'Kerbschllitt' urns are among the 
earlier pottery. After the slip-covered Hallstatt-like forms and the coated, 
notch-rimmed ( Harpstedt ?)  ware, we may occasionally, in  the later urnfields, 
find the angular Marnian forms, which only rarely penetrated to the Pro­
vinces of Limburg and North Brabant. The rich and very varied ceramic 
material does not show any relation to the grit-tempered ware of the Bronze 
Age. 

In the Northern and central parts of the country the custom of raising large 
barrows never wholly fell into disuse throughout the long period characterized 
by the ringditch urnfields. Local traditions apparently played a large part in this. 
From a structural point of view the I ron Age tumuli are, however, generally of 
very little interest. They were usually piled up from sods over the remains of the 
burnc-out pyre, the supporting piles of which have been found on several occasions, 
below a layer of charcoal and cremated bone .86 These simple sod-piled barrows 
illustrate Tacitus' words on tqe Germanic burial practice: sepulcrum cespes

'
erigit; 

monumentorum ardllum et operosum honorem, ut gravem defllnctis, aspernantllr.87 

It is interesting to notice that in the ringditch urnfield of Laudermarke, i n  
the Province o f  Groningen,  a number o f  such cinerary barrows were surfOunded 
by rings of close-set stakes. Stratigraphically it is certain that nearly all these 
tumuli must be later than the ringditch interments.88 Possibly Ammianus 
Marcellinus refers to such late descenaants of the Bronze Age postcircles where 
he says that the Alamanni  are afraid of the fenced-in barrows (cirCllmdata retiis 
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busta) of their forbears.89 Peripheral constructions of the Laudermarke kind are, 
however, the exception, where the Dutch excavations are concerned . That the 
cinerary barrows in question must be placed in the Late I ron Age is also apparent 
from their being occasionally found situated on the banks enclosing Celtic Fields.90 
I n  one case a Roman terra sigillata sherd from the second century A. D .  was 
found on the floor of one of these barrows.9l 

The total number of barrows still extant in' the Netherlands at the beginning 
of the present century can be roughly estimated as between 1 500 and 2500. 
Since 1 906 some 500 have been systematically excavated, the majority dating from 
the Neolithic, Aeneolithic and Bronze Ages. 

The results of the excavation of the Toterfout-Halve Mij l  cemetery completely 
fit into the picture Van Giffen has sketched of the development of the barrow 
cultures in the Netherlands. Only its extraordinary structural richness, and a 
certain number of new data provided by it concerning the burial ritual give i t  
special importance. 

As the Dutch analogues of the phenomena described are for a large part only 
to be found in periodicals not generally accessible to foreign students, we did 
not think i t  desirable or even permissible to confine ourselves merely to footnotes. 
A co-ordinating survey of the now available data - especially of the timber 
circles - is all the more called for as the material has, over the last ten years, 
appreciably increased . I n  what follows, such a survey has accordingly been at­
tempted,92 though with the restriction that the main emphasis has been placed 
on those phenomena which we have met with in the description of the Toterfout­
Halve Mij l  cemetery, especially postcircle types 3-9 . The preceding Neolithic and 
Aeneolithic Beaker cultures and their related structural problems - beehive gra\'es, 
hut graves, t imber circles (types I and 2) and ringditches, which got no more 
than passing mention abov,e - \vil l  have to be dealt with in a separate mono­
graph at some future date. 

What follows will therefore have to be regarded as an attempt, based on the 
Toterfout-Halve Mij l  group, to bring together the knowledge gained so far in 
the Netherlands concerning the burial ritu�l for the time covering, by and large, 
the Bronze Age periods Montelius I-Il l .  Structurally perhaps the richest period 
of our prehistory, it is undoubtedly the poorest from a material point of view. 
Sharp indeed is the contrast with the grave furniture of the preceding Neolithic 
and Aeneolithic barrows, and no less with the Urnfield material from the later 
ring ditch cemeteries of the Late Bronze and the I ron Age. The cordoned cinerary 
urns of ' Deverel '  type, dating from the Middle and Late Bronze Age, will come 
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III for special consideration. The I ron  Age ringditch urnfields, with their in­

teresting timber structures, fall outside the scope of this study. A comprehensive 

survey of this rich Dutch material is also much to be desired. 

1 J oh an Picardt, Korte Bescll /')'vinge 1:an eeuige 'Vergetene en t'erborgel/e Antiqllitetell 
del' Pro'Vinfien en Lal/dell gclegell fusschen de Noord-Zee, de 1 'ss el, Ell/se ell Lippe. Amsterdam, 
[ 660, especially pp. 4J-6 ( V I I I .  D istinctie .  Van de ronde Berghjes of Hellveltjes) and 
pp . 27-9· 

2 Cedenkboek Vall Cljfell, [ 947, pp. 2 2J-5J . "Vith  extensive references to the D utch 
barrow l iterature. 

3 Oudheidlwlldige Briet'eII, etc. dvor \ 1 r. Joannes \'an Lier, u itgegee\'en etc. door 
.-\ . Vosmaer, 's G ra\'enhage, 1 760, p .  9 ( the  mound of a megal i th ic  monument at Eext) .  

� ,..J lltiquifeifeu, Een oudheidkulldig fljdsc/lYljt , I ,  [ S 20, pp.  7 [ -SS . 

Brunsting, I.e. , 1 9+7 ,  pp.  234-5 .  
6 L .  J .  F .  Janssen, Drellfltsche Oudhedell , [ S4S, p .  2 J . 

I.e . , p. 26 (barrow at Balloo, ;\ I unicipality of Rolde) .  
8 L .  J .  F. J anssen ,  Oudlteidkulldige Ver/lOlIdelillgell en  il-Iededeelillgell I ,  I S5 J ,  p .  9 ,  

Hil'Verslllllsc!le Oudhedell, Eene b/jdrage tot de  olltwikkelillgsgescltiedellis del' t'roegste EII/'Opesclle 
t'olkell, Arnhem, I S56 ,  pp .  67-72 .  

9 Though we should mention that he  repeatedly and correctly used the term ' secon­
dary interment' (secolldaire begra'Ving) or ' secondary burial' (sewlldaire begrafellis). See for 
instance Ned. Oudh . ,  rVesf-Frieslalld, p. 7 and Celderland, p. 70. 

10 See W. O. van Wijngaarden, OiYI Leideu , :\R XXX I I ,  [ 95 [ ,  pp. [ - 1 4  (In NIemo­
rialll and Bibliography) and "V. C .  Braat, Jaarboelije t'oor Cescltiedellis ell Oudlteidkullde 
'Vall Leiden ell Olllstrekell, 1 95 2 ,  pp. 54-7. 

1 1  OiYI Leidell , OR I ,  [ 907 ,  pp.  7 - [ 0 .  
12  OiyI Leidell, O R  I I , 1 905, p p .  [ - [ 7  and [ S-2+ 
13 PZ I, 1 909 ,  pp. J 74-9,  OlH Leidell, OR I V, [ 9 [ 0, pp. [ -JO .  See also PZ I V ,  1 9 1 2 ,  

pp.  J 6S-7 3 · 
LJ H.g. Van Giffen ,  i n  Nasc!m/t to i\ lart in ,  Soesterberg, [ 924, pp.  26-32 ,  Ballart, 

[ 9Jo, p. 99 sqq.,  pp. [ 4J-6J , NDV [ 946, pp. 76-So ( latest summary of the problem). 
1 5  For a reproduction, see OlVI Leidell , OR I V, [ 9 [ 0, fig. V I I :  2 and N R  X I V, 1 9J J , 

fig. J 6 .  
16 Holwerda h a d  i n  mind a co\'ering of t h e  domes by sand a n d  sods (cf. OivI Leide'lI , 

OR I V ,  1 9 10 ,  p. 2 1 ) .  The ' decayed or burnt sods ' ,  ho\\'ever, i n  our opinion point to com­
mon sod-raised Bronze Age barrows. 

1 7 As for instance OiyI Leidell ,  OR I V, [ 9 [ 0, figs I ,  I l l :  4 ,  VI I :  I (tumulus 6 at 
Vaassen) and fig. 2 ( tumulus S) .  That secondary graves were interpreted as traces of a 
c ircular construction i n  wood is especially clear from OkI Leidell, O R  I I , 1 905, p. 14 ,  
P I .  VI : 1 (tumulus 04 at Nierssen). 

18 OiVI Leidell, OR I V, [ 9 1 0 ,  pp.  7- [ 0, fig. I l l : 3 (Vaassen ,  tumulus 5 ) .  
19 J .  H .  Holwerda, Nederlalld's vroegste gesC/ziedellis, 2 n d  ed. ,  1 9 2 5 .  
20 OAf Leidm, O R  I I , [ 90S, pp.  [ 0-7 (tumulus 04 at Nierssen) .  
2 1  See below pp.  [ 6-7. 
22 ONI Leiden, 1 R IV, [ 92 3 ,  pp.  [ -26.  
2 3  OM Leiden, N R  IX, 1 925,  pp .  5S-64. 
24 01\1[ Leidm , N R  IX, 1 925,  pp.  7 2-3 . 
. �; OiJiI Leiden, NR IX, 1 925,  pp.  64-72 ,  
28 See below sub postcircle type 3 ,  North B rabant, no [ .  
27 Cf. especially Die Becherkllltur ill dell Niederlallden, 011,-1 Leidell, N R  XIV, [ 93 J , 

pp.  3 9- 1 23 .  
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,. Ibid. , pp. 42-5 ( Putten), pp.  45-5 1 (Speulde) ,  pp .  5 1-7 ( Bennekom, Oostereng ) ,  

pp.  57-8 (Nol in ' t  Bosch) ,  pp.  63-9 (Epe), pp .  69-76 ( Garderen), N R  X X I ,  1 940, pp . 
1 9-�2 ( Hoenderloo), p .  25 (Elspeet) ,  ibid . , 1 93 3 ,  pp.  59-60 (Wijchen) . 

29 OM Leidell, NR XV , 1 934, pp. 54-65 (Soesterberg) and unpublished (Maars-
bergen) . 

30 0111 Leidell, NR XV I ,  1 93 5 ,  pp. 45-6 3 .  
3 1 OM Leidel/, N R  X I V ,  1 93 3 ,  pp. 50- 1  and p p .  60-3 . 
32 OM Leidel / ,  NR XVI I ,  1 936,  pp. 56-66 and NR XV I I I , 1 937,  pp.  57-62 (Emmen), 

N R  XVI I I ,  1 937 ,  pp. 4 1 -5 1  (Valthe). 
33 OM Leidell, N R  XV I I , 1 936,  pp. 5 3-6 . 
3� OlVJ Leidell , N R  XVI I I ,  1 937 ,  pp. 1 -3 ,  Mm'bllrger StlldiclI, 1 938,  pp.  20-1 .  
35 Unpublished . See belo,,' sub postci rcle type 3 ,  Limburg, nos 1 -5 .  
36 OM Leidell, N R  X I V ,  1 93 3 ,  pp.  58-9 (published by Bursch ) .  
31 O M  Leidell, NR X V I I ,  1 936,  pp. 40- 3 .  
38 A .  E.  van Giffen, Het Biologisch-A rchaeologisch IlIstitllllt ell Zijll taah, 1 92 2 ; G .  A .  

Bontekoe, Cedel/hboeh Val/ Clffel/ , 1 947, p p .  2 3-42 .  
3 9  ,">'DV 1 924, p p .  1 34-63 ,  1 926, p p .  6 9  sqq. ,  Ballart, 1 930, p p .  33-5,  p p .  76-80, 

NDV 1 936,  pp. 1 1 2-7, 1 943,  pp. 94-7 · 
40 NDV 1 93 5 ,  p. 1 02 ,  1 939 ,  pp.  1 30- 1 ,  PPS 1 938 ,  pp.  259-62 . 
41 NDV 1 93 5 ,  pp.  67- 1 1 6 .  
4 2  IVD T7 1 945 ,  pp. 69- 1 2 1 . 
43 NDV 1 9 1 8, pp. 1 3 5-7 5 ,  Ballart, 1 930, pp. 1 0-2 3 ,  pp. 28-3 2 ,  pp. 1 22-4, pp. 1 30-4 , 

NDV 1 936, ' pp. " 7-2 1 ,  NDV 1 949, pp.  93-1 4 8 .  
4 4 VJ1IIC 1 927,  pp.  55-75,  Ballart, 1 930, pp.  62-72 ,  80-4. 
45 V1I1C 1 935 , pp.  47-87, Mal/lIl1S 30, 1 938 ,  pp. 3 3 1 sqq. 
46 Vrije Fries X X I X ,  1 929,  pp. 3 8-50, Ballart, 1 930, pp. 5 5-7, 1 34-5, 1 42-3 .  
·1 1  Ballart, 1 930, p p .  5 2-3 and 1 3 5-40 . 

. 48 Unpubli shed.  

49 Celre X L ,  1 937 ,  pp. 8- 1 5 . 
50 Ballat!, 1 930, pp. 60-2 ,  1 28 .  
5 1  West-Frieslaud XV I I ,  1 944, pp. 1 2 1 -8 sqq. 

52 Bmb. Oergesch . , 1 937 ,  pp. 7-46.  
53 Cf. the l ist  of Van G i ffen's  excavations (to 1 947) in Cedellhboeh Val/ C,ffel/, 1 947, 

pp. 545-5 5 .  The postcircle monuments of these cemeteries ,,·i l l  be examined more closely 
below. The numerous exca" ations in D rente ha" e been summarized by Van Giffen in 
Drellte, 2nd ed . ,  1 944. 

5. See Part I ,  pp. 23-5 . A remarkable method was that of J .  H .  M ulder, Director 
of the Oycrijsselsch Geschiedkundig :\I[ useum at Zwolle , who exca" ated ( 1 889) a n umber 
of tumuli  at Tubbergen, Pro" i nce of On� rijsse l , a quad rant at a time . The marks observed 

in the soi l ,  howe" er, could not yet be interpreted . C .  C. "' . J. H ijszeler, OIlZC Olldheid, 1 9·H .  
pp. 36-7 ; H. B runsti ng , Cedellliboeh Vall Clffel/, 1 947,  p .  239 .  

5 5  See p .  3 ,  note 1 4 .  
5 6  Often burials i n  the gra\'e p i ts ,  o r  a t  grou n d len· l ,  sho,,' u p  a s  dark sil houettes. 

In Neol i t h i c  barrows the dead ",e re usually interred in flexed or c.ontraned posi t ion.  
In Early Bronze Age tumuli  in D rente sil houettes of extended burials "'ere very often 
found 011 th e  f loor of trunk coffi ns .  

5 1  Ballart, 1 930, pp.  1 22-4 (Zeijen, tumulus I ;  see a lso postcircle type 9 .  D rente .  

nos 1 -2) ,  pp. 1 35-40 ( S teemyij k e r\\, o l d ,  especial ly tUIllulus V ) .  
58 V1VJC 1 927,  pp. 80-3 , Ballart ,  1 930, r p .  1 24-8. 
5' Ballart, 1 930, pp. 1 40-2 .  
60 More than 2 0  specimens recorded s o  far. 
61 Fine examples in Van Giffen, Bailor!, 1 930, pp.  45-50, 1 2 8-30 (Eext , Ketellberg), 



Barrow Excavations in the Netherlands 

NDV 1 940, pp. 203-5 (Aalden, tumulus I l l) ,  both in the Province of Drente, and further 
in the Pro\·ince of Gelderland tumulus I at Schaarsbergen (see below sub postcircle type 3 ,  
Gelderland, n o  + ,  also Ge/re L I ,  1 95 1 ,  p .  96, i n  a popular report written b y  W .  Glasbergen 
and H. Tj . Waterbolk, appropriated and published by Dr P. GLAZE MA, Director of the 
Rijksdienst ,·oor het Oudheidkundig Bodemonderzoek) . 

"" See below under postcircle type 3 ,  Groningen, no 1 (Harenermolen). See also ONi 
Leidell , OR IV, 1 9 1 0, pp.  7- 1 0  (Vaassen, tumulus 5) and NDV 1 939,  pp.  1 25-6 (Eext) . 
Six certain examples have been recorded so far. 

63 Bauart, 1 930, pp. 1 0-23 (Zeijen,  tumulus I I ) and pp. 23-6 (Diever) .  
6� Offshoots outside Drente in  the diluvial island of Gaasterland in  the extreme SW 

of the Province of Friesland, in NE Overijssel, and also a few settlements on the Northern 
Veluwe near Uddel and Elspeet, while the most Southern sherds of ' Tiefstichkeramik' 
were found at Herpen, in the North of the Province of North Brabant. 

65 Holwerda, in his writings on prehistoric topics, passim . Criticized by Van Giffen ,  
for instance i n  NDV 1 923 ,  pp .  1 78-85 and p .  205 , Naschrift to  Martin, Soesterberg, 
1 924, pp .  26-32,  NDV 1 93 5 ,  pp .  70-4, etc. Cf. also Willems, Urn ellvelden , 1 93 5 ,  p. 80 sqq. 

66 Het bronze/l tijdperh ill Gelder/and ell Friesland, De Gids, 1 920, Pt 4, pp. 282-306. 
67 Van Giffen, NDV 1 945 ,  pp. 76-7 , does not regard this as a separate pottery class, 

but takes it to be related to and to have developed from the late Passage Grave pottery of 
so-called Have/te st)'le. 

68 See below sub postcircle type 3 ,  p .  25 . R. J .  C. Atkinson in Excavations at 
Dorchester" OXOII . ,  I ,  1 95 1 ,  p. 93 , is not quite correct. 

69 A c=prehensive summary of the Dutch timber circles of types 3-9 will be found 
below, pp . 1 6-75 .  

70 See pp'. 89- 1 37 .  
7 1 See  mel0w postcircle type 3 ,  Groningen, no  I .  
7 2  This· brucrow type - here called Du/ch disc barrow IS further discussed on p .  

1 29 ,  and pp .. 1 66-70. 
73 ChadwiiIk Papers, 1 950, pp.  53-4. 
H Cf. p .  ;w, note 6.  
75 For the· Ereginning· 11J"f the urnfields in  the Netherlands cf.  Van Giffen, VA1G 1 9 3 5 ,  

p .  66, ;}lmmlls :£<!l, 1 938 ,  pp. 3 5 2-3 ( Montelius VIVl), Drell/e, 2nd ed. ,  1 944, p p .  489-92 
(c. 750 B.C.) ,  NDV 1 945 ,  p. 90 ( Montelius Vr ) ,  VNIG 1 944-8 ( 1 949), pp. 65-75 ; 
Willems, UI"11�fl.tdel1, 1 93 5 ,  pp .  80-6 (c .  800 B.C.) ; Bursch, OM Leidell, NR XXI I I ,  
1 942,  p p .  69-75 (goo 11' 1300 B.C.) .  - By the Urnfield period i n  the Netherlands is always 
understood, for the purp€lses of th.i.s book, the time of the ringditch urnfields, covering 
the Late Bronze Age (Mc-thte'tius VjVl) and the Hallstatt and La Time periods, p robably 
down to the time of the' Roman occupation (c. eoo B.C.-A.D.) .  Cf. also W. Kersten, 
BOllll . Jahrb. 1 48 ,  1 948, pp. 5-80. 

76 NDV 1 94 1 ,  pp. 1 3 6-7, VMG 1 944-8 ( 1949), fig. 23 . - Type 28 (Braat, Knegsel, 
( 936) ,  a ringditch with external single circle of closely spaced posts, must rest on a misunder­
standing. See' below, postcircle type 5, North Brabant, no I .  

17 At Wessinghuizen ( VNIG 1 927,  pp. 24-7, Ballart, 1 930,  pp.  82-3) and Wedderveer 
(VMG 1 944-8 ( 1 949), pp. 6 1-4), both in the Province of Groningen ; also Emmen (OM 
Leidell, NR X'V1I I ,  1 937 ,  pp. 5 1-2) ,  Erica (NDV 1 948,  pp. 1 1 4-9) ,  Sleen and Noordbarge 
(unpublished) .,,," the Province of D rente. 

78 In  the sp�cime(1," mentioned above under Emmen and Erica. CL also p .  70, under 
postcircle type 9.  

79 For keyhole-shape ditches in Westphalia see e.g.  A.  Stieren, Westfalell XX, 1 9 3 5 ,  
pp.  247-66 ( S6lten, Kreis Recklinghausen) ; H .  Bell & H.  Hoffmann, Germallia 2 4 ,  1 940, 
pp .  85-96 and p. 1 79  sqq. (Datteln, Kreis Recklinghausen) ; H.  Kroll, Gennania 22 ,  1 938 ,  
pp. 79 and 226-7 (Hulsten, Kreis Borken). For sub-rectangular ditches with  internal 
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rectangular post settings see e.g. K .  Hucke, Germallia 22 ,  1 938,  pp.  92-6 and Badellalter­

t iim(?Y West/alens V I I ,  1 950, pp. 1 73-82 (Nienborg, Kreis Ahaus) .  
8 0  Mmllllls 30,  1 938,  pp.  354-7, Te){tfig. 2 (reconstruction) .  
8 1 See  for the  Province of  Groningen : Van Giffen ,  VMG 1 9 3 5 ,  pp. 72-3 (Laudermarke) ; 

fur the Province of D rente : Van Giffen ,  Mallllus 30, 1 938 ,  pp. 3 3 1 -84 (Vledder),  NDV 1 94 1 ,  
p p .  1 1 1 -2 (Nij lande) ,  p .  1 29 and 1 945,  pp.  79-88 (Gasteren) ,  NDV 1 936, pp. 1 1 0-1 and 
Willems, Umellveldm, 1 93 5 ,  pp. 1 2 1-3 1  (Zweeloo), Bursch, 0]1.;1 Leidell, NR XVI I I ,  1 937,  
pp .  5 3-6 (Emmen) ; further examples excavated by Van Giffen at Sleen and Noordbarge 
(unpublished) ; for the Province of Overij ssel : Hijszeler, Verslagen ell M ededeeliugen vall 

de Vereenigillg tat beae/elling vau Overljsselsch Regt en Geschiedellis 66, 1 95 I ,  pp. 1 -89 
(Oldenzaal) .  

8 2  O M  Leidell, N R  XVI I ,  1 936,  p .  39 .  See  especially below, p.. 58 ,  sub postcircJe 
type 6, North Brabant, nos 1 5-7. 

83 See below, pp. 3 1 ,  70 and 72 .  
84 See Part I ,  pp.  1 1 4-5 and p .  1 1 9 .  
8 ;  See for these problems, which are outside the :icope o.1 1:his work, especially Bursch , 

OM Leiden, NR XXI I I ,  1 942, pp.  48-77 . 
86 ND V  1 940, pp.  1 96--8 (tumuli I and I I  at Rhee). 
81 Tacitus, Germallia, cap. 27 .  
8 8  See  below under postcircJe type 3. Groningen, nos 4-7 and type 9, Groningen, 

nos 1 - 1 2 .  
' 9  Ammii'\nus Marcellinus XVI, cap. 2 ,  1 2 :  . . , . - llam ipso (appida ut  circwndata 

retiis busta deciillallt - . . . .  This passage was noticed first by F. Langewiesche, PZ XV, 
1 924, p .  1 37 ·  See also Ballar! , 1 930,  p .  84. 

90 NDV 1 949, pp.  1 1 9-2 1 (Zeijen, tumulus 28). 
9 1  NDV 1 937 ,  pp.  8 1 - 3 ,  1 940, pp.  1 96-7 , 1 945 ,  p .  141 (Rhee, tumulus I l ) .  
9 2  As a rule w e  only cite the publication containing the .original excavation record. 

Later summaries by the excavator h imself, or  by others in  general surveys, as well as 
newly reproduced excavation plans have not been cited unless a modified interpretation 
was given. In interpreting records of Holwerda, Remouoh2.·mps and Bursch their ex­
planation of postholes i s  often ignored. 
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The first postcircle monuments in the Netherlands were discovered by Dr 
] .  H. H o l w e r d a  in his excavations at the Uddel lake near Uddel on the Veluwe 
( 1 908, 1 9 1 0  and 1 9 1  I ) . Altogether four of these monuments came to light here, 
some of them in indubitable tumuli. The first was situated within the Early 
Medie\'al horseshoe rampart, the ' HUlIlleschalls ' ,  on the shore of the U ddel lake. 
The others lay SW of the earthwork. 

The mound \\'ithin the rampart, excavated in 1 908, contained a single closely 
spaced circle of posts (type 5, Gelderland, no I ) l within part of a circular foun­
dation trench with traces of stakeholes. Probably this monument \vas a two-period 
barrow not recognized as such. Holwerda assigned it to the Bel l  Beaker culture on 
the strength of sherds of this ware found on the old ground level (probably only 
termillus post qllem) .  He was struck by the similarity to grave structures of the 
Beaker culture at i\iierssen,2 'only the wall construction was different. I t  was 
thus natural to think that here, too, we were concerned with a grave structure, 
and we accordingly carried out a very careful investigation in that direction, 
but with a negative result .  Not a trace of a grave could be found. Not improbably, 
therefore, it was a kind of temenos, a sanctuary similar to the sacred area laid out, 
for example, round royal graves. In  this connexion it is also of importance to 
point out the great similarity in lay-out of our circular feature and of the 
round megalithic stone monuments (Stone-circles) such as that at Stonehenge 
in England. Though there, too, the lay-out is not clear, the resemblance to what 
we find over here is very great, and as the cultures, also, to which the two 
belong are narrowly related, we shall very probably have to see affinities in the 
two monuments, also ' .  Holwerda thought it out of the question that the monu­
ment could have been an 'ord inary dwelling', for 'else we should have found 
some remains of a hut in the round structure' .  

T"vo years later, however, prompted by the excavation of tumulus C at Uddel 
( 1 9 1 0) ,  with its circle of close-set stakes ( type 9, Gelderland, no 1 ) , Holwerda 
asked himself, with regard to the purpose of such a structure : ' Had it, as we thought 
before, some sacral meaning, or may these circular structures perhaps, as we should 
now like to think, have been roofed over - or how could we explain the round 
barrow that resulted from it - have been no more than some sort of fortified 
dwelling ?' 3 I n  the largely destroyed tumulus B Holwerda found part of a single 
widely spaced c ircle of posts ( type 3 ,' Gelderland, no 1 ) . A year later ( 1 9 1 1 )  he 
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discovered two non-concentric s ingle closely spaced postcircles (type 5 ,  Gelder­
land; nos 2-3) ,  and in this connexion once again referred to his interpretation of 
1 9 1 0  ( ,old dwel l ings and no grave structures ' ) .  Holwerda never afterwards 
reverted to his comparison with Stonehenge. 

;0 ;0 
;0 

I n  later years many timber circles have been discovered 111 the Netherlands, 
especially in the excavations of Dr A.  E. v a n  G i f f  e n . To the four forms 
described by Holwerda five have been added, They have invariably proved to 
be associated with grave monuments. Thus we now know from the Netherl?nds 
over 200 postcircle monuments, distributed over nine types : 
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1 .  The intermediate sillgle closely spaced post circle ill foundation trel/ch (A. E .  van 
Giffen ,  Eext, 1 927) ; 4 

2 .  The sillgle closely spaced postcircle in fOUl/dation trench (J .  H. Holwerdi, 
Vaassen, 1 909) ; 5 

3 .  The single widely spaced postcircll' (J . H.  HohYerda , Uddel, 1 9 1 0) ;  

4. The circle of widely spaced paired postholes (W. ]. A. Wil lems, Hooge Mierde, 
1 934) ; 

5 · 
6 .  

I '  
8. 

9· 

The si1/gle closely spaced post circle (1 . H. Hohyerda, Uddel, 1 908) ; 

The double closely spaced postcircle (A. E .  van Giffen, \iVessi nghuizen , 1 927) ; 
The triple closely spaced post circle (Vl. C. Braat, Knegsel, 1 934-5 ) ;  
The quadruple a1/d lIIultiple closely spaced postcil'cle (A. E.  van Giffen,  Wes­
singhuizen, 1 927) ; 
The circle of close-set sta!?es (1 . H. Holwerda, Uddel ,  1 9 1 0) ,  also occurrIng 
as an additional e lement with types 3 ,  4, 6 and 7 (internal, between the post ­
holes, or external) .  

Palaeohistoria, Yo1. I I I .  
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T n what follows, types 3-9 will be dealt  with individually. 
The tumuli often o c c ur  in groups, and in that case they often form part of large 

complexes of cultural remains. The finest example of this is the cultural reserve 
on the ' :-..roordsche Veld' near Zeijen in the province of Drente, with its small 
passage grave and more than [ 60 barrows, a few Neolithic and Aeneolithic,

. 
se\'eral Bronze Age, nnd a large number I ron Age. Besides these i t  has a small 
urnfield, Celtic Fields and other forms of  prehistoric arable, 3nd several forti­
fied settlements from the times of the Roman Empire. Similar rich complexes 
are situated on the Hij kerveld and at Weerdinge, both in the province of Drente. 
At  Weerdinge, besides the usual round barrows, Van Giffen found two long 
barrows of Bronze Age date, of which only a few examples have so far become 
known in the Netherlands. Other wel t-known sites are the large barrow ceme­
teries at Balloo and at Emmen, in Drente. It was not possible, in the sum­
maries that follow, which deal primarily with those barrows of  which the postcircle 
is a feature, to i ncorporate all further evidence concerning these large barrow ceme­
teries ; for the smaller ones this has, however, been done whenever possible .6  

I Ol'vl Leiden, OR I l l , 1 909, pp .  39-42.  For the typology of the timber ci rcles see 
below, p.  1 7 .  

011 1 L"eiden, OR 1 1 ,  1 908, p p .  1 - 1 7 . ' 
a Ol'vl Leidell, OR V, 1 9 1  I ,  p. I I .  
, Bal/art, 1 930, pp .  45-50 and pp. 1 28-30. 

O}d L eidell, OR I V, 1 9 1 0, pp. 7- 1 0, Ballorl, 1 930, pp. 1 47-8. 
6 In the summaries of the Bronze Age timber monuments of types 3 -9 irregularities 

in the postcircles have only been mentioned where we considered them of importance. 
Truly round postcircles are rare ; the compound types 6-8, generally slightly oval, 
often show a polygonal lay-out .  

I n the descriptions 
pc.  postcircle 
ph. = posthole 
rd. = ringditch 

the fol lowing abbreviations are used : 
h. = height 
I. = length 
w. = width 

(int.) dm. = (internal) diameter into = interval 
or. = original sec . = secondary 

c. = circa Inax . = maXImum 
1 3  + 5 phh. = incompkte pc. : 13 phh. observed, 5 inferred. The inferred phh. either 

destroyed before excavat.i-on, not exca" ated, or obliterated by iron pan precipitation 
or other soil reactions. 

The first example discovered of each postcircle type has been indicated in the des­
criptions by an asterisk prefaced to its provincial number. 

Unless otherwise mentioned the tumuli with timber circles of types 3-9 described 
below were built of sods on a clearly podsolized old surface. 



TYPE 3 

The single widely spaced rirell' of posts 

Type 3 is the most common form of t imber c i rc le  i n  the Netherlands. The fi rst 
example was exca\'ated i n  1 9 1 0  by J. H .  H o  I \V e r d a, near U ddel  in the province 
of Gelderland .  The number of specimens recorded so far is 87. 

The diameter of the circle varies between c. 6 and 20 metres, with an average 
of I I ;  the n umber of postholes \'aries from 5 to 30, between 12 and 1 5 being the 
usual number. The most monumental example cam� from the ' Ga/geJlbeJg' at Sleen­
Zweeloo ( D rente, no 1 7 ;  1 dm. : 20.00 ; 30 phh. ). A qu i te exceptional feature i s  
the secondary circle placed i n  the f i l led- in  ringditch of the 'Zwartellberg' at  
Hoogeloon ( Korth Brabant, no 1 5 ;  dm. : c. 40). 

The posts \\'ere set in  pits of \'arying shape and size and often the post itself 
can be observed as a separate soft core in  the posthole .  In plan these cores shO\\' 
as round ,  o\'a l ,  roughly square to sub-rectangular or even tr iangular patches ; 
occasiona l ly a semic i rcular example is fou nd (spl it  t imber). I n  tumulus 8 at 
Toterfout-Hal\'e M ij l  two deeper postholes on the  axis of the circle \yere per­
haps intended for h igher posts . 2  Occasional ly  the posts were charred at the 
lower end in  order to i ncrease their  durabi l i ty. I n  those cases where the 
charcoal could  be successful ly  ana lysed, the wood proYed to ha\'e been oak. Oc­
casional ly the upcast from the posthole can be seen in  the section as a lenticle 
of sand on the old surface arou nd the hole .3  

Nearly a l \\'ays the postcircle was placed at the edge of a barrow bui l t  frol� 
in\'erted sods. I t  is only exceptional ly that the post holes are fou nd beneath the 
original  s lope of the ba rrO\y , \\'hi lst i n  one case a si ngle \yidely spaced circle 
occurred at the foot of a tumulus surrou nded by a ditch \\' i th internal bank (Drente,  
no 2) .  I n a nother case a ringditch was found  inside the postc ircle (Drente, no 1 1 ) . 

Tu mulus 75 i n  the cultural  reserve on the ' Koordsche \'e ld '  near Zei jen (Drente, 
nos 34-5 , fig. 69) was a very singular and compl icated monument. A flat berm � 
seems to have occurred between t\\'o c ircles of \\' idely spaced posts .  I n a fe\\' tumul i  
i n  the North of the country Van Giffen claimed d i rect association bet\\'een t\\'o 
postcircle types ; in one case a single widely spaced postcirele ( Groni ngen , no I )  
occurred as an outer circle to type 2 ,  an.d twice as an external c irc le to type 6 
(Groningen, nos 2 and 3 ) .  As an addit ional element a circle of c lose-set stakes has 
sometimes been found between the post holes of a s ingle widel\' spaced 
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circle (Gron ingen, no 4, Drente, nos 6, 18 and 39, North Brabant, no I) ;  once it 
seems to ha\"e occurred as an external enclosure (Gelderland, no 3 ) "  

Entrances in  the postcirc les, sometimes \\"ith blocking post, were recognized 
as sllch by Van Giffen from the beginning. They can only be demonstrated where 
an abnormally large or small interval (Drente, nos I ( ?) ,  2 ( ?) ,  3, 1 2 , 1 4  ( ?) ,  I S ,  
16, I S  ( ?) ,  20, 2 1 ,  27, 3+, 4 1 & +2 ( ?) ,  +7 ( ?) ,  North Brabant, nos I ,  2 & 3 )  or 
one or more intermediate postholes make them conspicuous (Drente, nos 19 ( ?), 
22 ( ? ) ,  28, 34 & 35 , 38  ( ?) ,  North Brabant, nos +, 6, 9, 1 2, 1 3 ,  1 4). When dealing 
with the burial ritual we shall give further attention to these phenomena. 5 Repairs 
carried out at a later time, such as the replacing of decayed posts, have been re­
peated ly observed (e.g. Drente, nos 32 ,  3 3 ,  37, 38 and 43 )· 

1\ umerous tumuli with single widely spaced postcirc les have been excavated 
by Van Giffen, especially in the Northern provinces of the country (58 to date). 
In the South, too, especially in  the provinces of North Brabant ( 1 8  specimens) 
and Limburg (5 specimens), this type seems to have been far from rare. Only in 
the centre of the country, it seems, have relatively few specimens been excavated 
so far. The reason for this must be sought in the excavation methods of the Leiden 
school, which had its main field of operations here.G 

Regional differences immediately leap to the eye when the interments in the 
barrows are considered. In the North and centre of the country the central, 
primary interments were often sub-rectangular grave pits of varying depths, with 
trunk coffins, hollowed out by fire, in which the dead were laid at ful l  length 
(Groningen, no 3, Drente, nos 5 ( ?) ,  7, 10 ( ?) ,  20, 25, 29, 34 & 3 5 ,  37, 40, 43, 
Gelderland, no 4). Often the body still showed as a dark silhouette on the floor 
of the coffin. This manner of interment .  was characteristic for the Early Bronze 
Age in Denmark and North--West Germany. Si lhouettes, however, were a lso found 
interred without coffins, either  in  grave pits ( Groningen, no 7,  Dre nte, nos 1 2, 
1 3  & 1 4, 1 6, 1 9, 22) or at ground level (Drente, nos 26, 27, 3 1  ( ?) ,  44 ( ?) ) .  Once 
an oblong, shallow grave pit was surrounded by a stone packing (Drente, no I ) .  
On the other hand cremated burials in  oblong graves (Drente, nos 2, 3 ,  f), 
sometimes with coffins (Drente, nos 8 ( ?) , 28), were a feature from the Early 
Bronze Age onwards. This manner of interment, in which the old grave form 
was sti l l  retained, was especially characteristic of the Middle B ronze Age. 
A small central pit with cremated bone (Drente, nos 6, I I and I S ) formed the 
next evolutionary phase. 

I n  the South, especial ly i n  the province of North Brabant, cremations pre­
dominated over inhumations. The cremations were deposited in oblong grave 
pits (North Brabant, nos I ( ?) ,  3) or haphazardly in shallow pits filled with 
lumps of charcoal, ashes and burnt sa�d from the pyre (North Brabant, nos 5, 9 ,  
1 2, 1 3 ,  1 4) .  Inhumation at ground  level (North Brabant, nos 7 ( ?) ,  8 ( ?), 10 ( ?) ,  
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1 6 ,  Limburg, no 1 ?) seems to have played a larger part in these regions than 
inte'rment in trunk coffins (North Brabant, no 4), though the latter were occasio­
nally used for cremations (North Brabant, no 2) .  Mortuary houses associated with 
the primary burials, though mainly of a temporary character, seem to have 
occurred more frequently in Brabant (North Brabant, nos 5, 9, 1 0, 1 2 , 1 3 ,  14) 
than in the North (Drente, nos 8 ( ?) ,  1 1  ( ?) ,  20 ( ?) ,  28 ( ?) ,  34 & 3 5 ,  40). 7  Only 
exceptionally was an Early or Middle Bronze Age tumulus found raised simply 
over the burnt-out pyre. 

Secondary interments, usually placed tangentially at the edge of the barro\\', 
in the North commonly took the form of sub-rectangular grave pits with trunk 
coffins, and their number might then even exceed ten .  The majority contained 
inhumations, but quite frequently a few were found containing cremations. These 
graves must have been dug fairly soon after the construction of the mound. 
Sometimes allowance was clearly made for the presence of a timber circle that 
was still standing. Very probably the graves were those of a later generation of 
clan members who were given their last resting place in the edge of the barrow. 
Remarkably enough these graves hardly ever intersected ; the sites of earlier 
burials must have been well-known, and may have been outwardly marked. I n  
all probability these tumuli constitute what the Germans call 'Sippellfriedhdfe' ,  

family or clan cemeteries. Secondary cremations, simply deposited in small pits, 
and urn burials from the Late Bronze and I ron Ages were the other types of 
secondary interments found. I n  those tumuli on which gallO\\'s were afterwards 
erected ( 'Galgel/belgen ' ) ,  Medieval and later evil-doers form the last secondary 
interments. 

In the central part of the country, on the Veluwe, many peripheral interments 
were found. Their number might even exceed 25 .  As in these cases many inter­
sections occurred, the barrow's edge may have been surrounded by a wide 
polygonal zone of secondary burials. This might give the impression of being an 
original feature, and some archaeologists have actually taken it as such.s On the 
Veluwe the tradition of burying the dead in oblong gra\'es, in the edges of 
existing tumuli, probably survived much later than elsewhere, throughout the 
remainder of the Bronze and possibly into the I ron Age. A striking correlation 
is offered by the scarcity of urnfields on the Veluwe as opposed to the r-.;orth 
(Drente and South- East Groningen) and the South (North Brabant and Limburg). 

South of the great rivers the evidence concerning secondary interments is 
quite different from what we saw in the I\orth and on the Veluwe. The cemetery 
of Toterfout-Halve Mijl clearly illustrates this . Secondary interments were 
quite rare here ; generally the tumuli only covered single graves. It is true ,  
however, that in a nUl'pber of  cases a tumulus was re-used for a second central 
interment atterided by a capping of the existing barrow and the addition of a 
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new peripheral  construction. Genera l ly ,  however, such seconuarv inter­
ments, situated as they were high in the mound, \\"ere destroyed by recen t  
disturbances. 

Recollstmctioll. The post holes have always been found to ha ve contained 
\ ertical posts. It is therefore certain that the circles consisted of upright t im­
ber5 riaced at the edge of the barrow. As a rule they were oak. i\o evidence 
IS �rv<&ilable regallding :Uleir original height above ground level .  It may be 

o o 

Fig. 47 

o 

assumed that -- with the possible exception 
of an entrance - a continuous row of l intel 
beams ran along the tops of the posts. This 
is made especial ly probable by the ring of 
widely spaced paired postholes (type 4)' 

Dating eZ'idellce. Direct dating evidence is 
exceedingly scarce. Datable bronzes from 
primary graves were recovered i n  but  a few 
cases, and then only in  Drente. A flat bronze 
button ( fig. 48b : r ), looped on the underside, 
from tumulus I at Wapse (Drente , no 3) Van 
Giffen ascribed to periods Montelius II or fII .  
Exceptionally rich grave furniture was re­
covered from the primary grave of phase 2 of 
the ' Galgenberg' at Sleen/Zweeloo ( Dren te,  
no 1 6) ,  viz .  a bronze palstave (IVIontelius I I ) ,  
a twisted bronze wristlet, two gold spirals 
(fig. +7), and the remains of at least 1 4 bronze 
arrowheads. A bronze pin (Montelius I I )  
recovered before excavation probably came 
from the central grave of the second period, 
with postcircle, of tumulus I I  at Nijlande 
(Drente, no 24). A thin, centrally perforated 
bronze plaque was found in one of the 

two small coffin graves i nside the mortuary house in the ' Schattellberg' near 
Westerbork ( fig. 67 : I I ) , vvhich belonged to the first phase of construct ion 
(Drent€, no 40). 

The b ronze objects found in secondary graves dug into the barrow edge at  
an  early date are  more numerous, but i n  relation to the very considerable number 
of these interments a datable bronze find is an extreme rarity. For the monuments 
in  question they p rovide a terminus ante quem. In the first place we must mention 
a rich woman's  grave in tumulus 2 at' VVeerdinge (Drente, no I ) , with t\\'o bronze 
wheel-headed pins (fig. 48a) (Montelius I I ) , a ' Rollkopfnadel ' ,  another pin 
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(fig. 486 : 7), a pen annular bracelet and a finger-ring, and a fine necklace of large 
amber beads. These finds, especially the bronze wheel-headed pins, were charac­
teristic for Montelius 1 1 .  The bracelet of sheet bronze, with spiral ends (fig. 48b : 5 ), 
found in  a grave pit within the annexe of tumulus VI  at Emmen (Drente, 

Fig. 48(1 Fig. 48b 

no 6), argues for the Early Bronze Age ; in two other graves of this monument 
some corroded bronze spiral rings were found. Rich gra\'e furniture was also 
yielded by a grave in tumulus XI of the cemetery at Emmen (Drente, no 1 0) :  
a handsome string of amber beads and a bead of rock crystal , a small bronze ring, 
and two pottery vessels, all clearly from the Early Bronze Age. A nondescripdind 
was the small bronze pin ( ?) from tumulus VI I I .  Van Giffen .also found some 
important dating evidence in his excavati.ons in the BalIoo cemetery . A secondary 
grave in phase I of tumulus 4 (Drente, no J 2) contained cremated bone together 
with grave goods that had been burnt. They were a polisher of schist, a flint 
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�p.earhead, and 3 hollow-based flint arrowheads. These date this grave in the 
Earl iest Bronze Age. I n  a second grave pit fragments of two bronze p ins were 
found (Montelius I I ). Three graves with grave goods had been dug into the second 
phase mound of tumulus 6 (Drente, no 1 4) :  no I with two broad, horizontally 
ribbed bronze penannular bracelets (fig. 48b : 4), no 2 with three small gold rings 
(t\\·o of them linked) (fig. 48b : 2-3) ,  and no 3 with a bronze bracelet, square in 
section, and fragments of a bracelet l ike that found in grave no I ( ?) .  These 
objects also date from the Early Bronze Age, period Montelius 1 1 .  A secondary 
grave from the ' GaLgenberg' at S leenjZweeloo (Drente, nos 1 6-7) ,  dug into the 
third construction phase, contained a corroded bronze pin. A fragment of a bronze 
pin (Montelius I I )  also came from a secondary grave in phase 2 of tumulus 
I I  at Nijlande ( Drente, no 24, fig. 48b : 6) .  The 'Paaschberg' at Weerdinge 
(brente, no 29) yielded two secondary interments with bronze grave goods, both 
dug into the first phase. One of these contained a bronze pin, a small finger-ring 
and a thick-\valled sherd ; the other, that of a young girl, contained two bronze 
wristlets on the lower arms, and a necklace of amber beads at the neck. A bronze 
pin and two small bronze spirals came from a second';Il'Y gnve in the 'Schattenberg' 
near Westerbork (Drente, nos 40-2) .  Finally, a bronze palstave chisel (Montelius I I) 
(fig. 72) from the primary central grave forms a terminus post quem for the monu­
mental postcircle which must have been set up in the filled-in ringditch of the 
'Zwartenberg' at Hoogeloon (North Brabant, no IS )  at a fairly early date. 

Th� pottery found in primary (Drente, nos 4, 6) and secondary (Drente, 
nos 6, 1 0, 28, 29, 3 I, 37-8, North Brabant, no 3) graves consists of grit­
tempered vessels characteristic for the Early and Middle Bronze Age. They are 
fairly small slip-covered pots, with uneven walls, sometimes decorated with 
nail impressions, or  provided with a horizontal plastic band - - reminiscent of 
late Passage Grave ware -, squeezed-out lugs, or small handLes. They probably 
contained food and drink for the dead. 

The grave goods from primary graves, and those from secondaries laid out 
fairly soon after, indicate a date in the Early and Middle Bronze Age (periods 
Montelius I-HI )  for the single widely spaced circle of posts - with the 
exception of a few prototypes from the (Late) Neolithic or Aeneoli thie period 
which will be mentioned hereafter. The majority have to be assigned to phases 
I I- I 1 1 .  Locally the type may have persisted into period Montelius I V, but no 
direct dating evidence is available.9 

Stratified evidence emphasizes this dating. I n  a number of cases Neolithie 
sherds came to light from the floor of a barrow with single widely spaced postcircle, 
affording an unambiguous terminus post quem. Often Neolithie or Aeneolithie 
tumuli dated by Beakers and stone �mplements were found sealed beneath se­
condary eappings with posteircles of type 3. The different ' composition of the 
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mound was then immediately apparent : the Neolithic central barrow consisting 
of more or less pure sand was covered by a capping of i nverted sods with which 
the timber circle was related. With only a few exceptions the mounds with which 
the single widely spaced circle was found associated consisted of inverted sods. I n  
the few exceptional cases the timber circle was anomalous, either irregular in 
form (Drente, nos I a, 7), or situated beneath the slope of the mound (Drente, nos I a, 
7, 23 - with flexed silhouette in grave pit -, 48, Friesland, no I ?) .  I n  some 
cases the circle was possibly of only a temporary character (Drente, nos 7 
and 23) .  I n  three or four cases these circles were associated with Beaker graves 
( Drente, nos l a, 7, 48 ( ?) ,  Friesland, no I ) . I n  fact there is very little evidence 
til l now for a relation between Beakers and the single widely spaced circle .  
None the less the origin of this type of circle has to be sought in  the Late l'\eolithic 
period. While, therefore, the Neolithic types I and 2 ,  embedded in  foundation 
trenches, generally preceded it, types 4-9, to be dealt with hereafter, were on the 
whole contemporary or even slightly later, the latter being stratigraphically evident 
in  some cases ( Drente, nos 7, 1 8 ,  North Brabant, no 9). In tumulus I at Wester­
velde, on the other hand, Van Giffen found a circle of type 6 (type 6, Drente, 
no 4) preceding a single widely spaced timber circle (type 3 ,  Drente, no 2 I ) . 
I n  barrows raised i n  more than one phase several single widely spaced circles 
were sometimes found, each delimiting the area of a single phase. 

A stratigraphical ter1llillus allie quelll \\'as further supplied by later sod cappings, 
sometimes attended by a large ringditch at the edge. I n  several cases secondary 
interments in quartz-gritted cordoned cinerary urns of the Middle and Late 
Bronze Age, also, supplied a useful terminus anie quelll (Drente, no 4, Utrecht, 
no I ,  North Holland, no I ) . \\There Bronze Age tumuli formed the nucleus of a 

later ringditch urnfield (Late Bronze to I ron Age) a few ringditch graves with 
cremations, with or without urns, \\'ere often found on or against the slopes of 
the barrows. Very often , too, urns were simply interred in  small pits in the 
slopes. Some importance must be attached to burials in  a few early urns in the 
barrow excavated by Van Giffen at Harenermolen (Groningen, no I ) . One of 
these contained a bronze razor, another a similar razor and an awl. The razors 
(fig. 48b : 8-9) date from the Late Bronze Age (Montelius V) .  

At Toterfout-Hah'e 1ij l  some of the tumuli  with single widely spaced circle 
of posts were shown by palynological allalysis to be among the earliest in the 
cemetery. The principal ones were th� large barrows nos 5, 6 and 7 ;  for the 
slightly later tumulus 8 a He-dating has been obtained (3055 ± 90 years). Here 
the tumuli with type 3 circle will mainly have dated from the (Early and) 
Middle Bronze Age, probably Montelius , I I-I I I .  

The following descriptive list contains all tumuli with single \\'idely spaced 
circle of posts excavated in the Neth�rlands so far. 
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G R0 0i I NG D l  

[ H a r e n e r rn o l e n , :V lunicipalit�, of Haren. A. E .  van G i ffcn ,  [ 922.  This very i m ­

portant two-period barrow consisted o f :  
( ( )  A mound uf fairly clean sand (h . : c .  1 . 3°, um. : ( 2 .00) surrounded by a single 

closel y  spaced pc. (dm . : 8 .00, 5 ( phh.)  in a foundation trench (postcircle type 2). 
The lo\\'er ends of the posts had been charre d .  A sherd of a zoned Beaker was found 
i n  the foundation trench . Sl ightlv N of the true centre lay a grave, almost at ground 

le\'e l ; the dead person had probably been interred i n  a flexed positi on.  The grave 

goods consisted of: a flat wrist-guard of grey schist with l i near decoration at one 
end on the upper surface and t\\·o hour-glass-shaped perforations, an amber button 

with V -shaped perforation, a pnforated bi -conical amber bead, a triangular flint 
arrowheael and two fl int flakes .  Bell  Beaker culture, Aeneo l ithic. O u tside the foun­

dation trench with pc. l a v a single wieldy spaced pc. (dm. : ( 0 . 50, [ (  p h h . ) ,  w i th 
fai rl y  irregular intervals. \'an G i ffen assigned this to the same construction phase. 

The contrast between the very regular. true circle o f  the trench and the some­

what i rregular positioning of the outer pc. is ,  however, suggestive, the more so as 
the two circles are not quite concentric but show a slight "V to E shift .  
( 2 )  A capping of sods ( h . : c .  0.+0, dm. : ( 3 . 20) over a grave pit  w i t h  cremation, 

showing a NE shift .  At the eelge of this sec. capping was a circular trench, i nterrupted 

at several places, which must very soon have been Ifi l led in w i t.h sods. Possibly 
this \\'as a zone where sods and sand were removed to build the sec. enlargement 
uf the barrow. In the capping barrow were four cremation-fi l led urns i n  \'estigial 

stone cists or simply i n  small pits. A sl ip-covered urn o f  a truncated pear shape 
w i th high neck and t\\'o handles contained a bronze razor (fig. 48b : 9 ;  iVIonteJius V, 
c.  700 B . C . ) ,  and an i nverted handled vessel had been placed on i t  by way of 
l id .  Another truncated pear-shaped urn with low cylindrical neck contained a frag­

ment of a similar bronze razor (fig.  +8b : 8) .  A third u rn ,  squat and with two 
handles on the shoulder, contained a b ronze awl and a very thin fragment 
of bronze (also a razor ?), a second pot having again been inverted on it by way 
of l i d .  The fourth urn was a truncated pear shape, with high neck, and did not 
contain bronze . Special importance must be attached to the two b ronze razors, 

which form a termilll/s allte Ill/em for the seconelary barrow (2) .  

Vi\tIC ( 922, pp.  4 1 -57 ; PZ XV, 1 92+, pp.  5 2-6 1 ; Bal/art, 1 930, p p .  40-3 ,  pp.  44-5 · 

2-3 \V e s s i n  g h u i z e n, M unicipality of Onst\\'edde, tl/lIll/li If alld I. A .  E .  van G i ffen ,  
1 927 . For these pcc. cf. type 6,  Groningen, nos 1 -2 .  

4-7 L a  u d e r m a r k  e ,  iVrunicipal ity of Vlachtwedde. A .  E .  van G i ffen,  1 932 .  
Strip IV, 110 I ,  a sod-built barrow, was su rrounded by a very widely spaced pc. 
(dm. : c .  6 .50 ,  5 phh.) ; bet\\'een the phh. was found a circle of close-set stakes. Two 
phh. on the "V side showed a smaller  inten'al (c .  2 .80) .  The barrow contained a 
s l ightly eccentric cremation burial .  VNIC 1 9 3 5 ,  pp.  6 3 ,  75 ·  
Strip IV, '/1 0  8b ,  a sod-piled barrow w i th incompletely excavated pc.  (dm . : c .  7 .50 ,  
5 + 7 phh . 1), over t h e  remains of the pyre . O n  the W N W  slope a square ditch 
(no 8a) intersected i n  i ts turn by another, rectangular one (no 8) .  Vi\rIC 1 93 5 ,  p. 63 · 
Strip If, liD 9a had a pc.  (dm . : c. 7 . 80, ( 2  + 5 phh.  ?) half of which was excavated.  

I t consisted o f  fai rly sma l l  phh. or stakeholes with i n ten'als of some 1 . 30  metres, 
and cut across a circular rd. ( no 9) lying under the barrow. VlIrIC 1 93 5 ,  pp. 57, 7S ·  
Strip 111, 110 7 [ consisted o f  a S"V-NE grave p i t  ( inhumation), bounded o n  the 
E side by a segment of a \'ery small pc. or stakecircle ( dm . : c .  2 . 50, 5 + 5 phh. ? ) .  
Vi\tIC 1 9 3 5 ,  p p .  6 ( ,  7 5 .  
;VIenlion must further be made of Strip 111, liD 68, consisting of a very small oval 
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c ircle of stakes (dm. : c. 2 . 50, 9 . t- 2 stakeholes), su rrounded by a concen tric rd.  
( int .  dm. : c .  3 . 50) .  At the centre lay a cremation burial . \\Ie have here a survi\'al  
of the s ingle widely spaced pc. ,  probably dating from advanced I ron Agc t imcs. 
This monument was i ntersected by the square or sub-rectangu lar di tchcs nos 65-7 , 

which i n  turn intersected or were i ntersected by other ditches. V1I1C 1 93 5 ,  p .  6 1 .  

The pcc. of the Laudermarke cemetery form a group by themselves, which must 
largely be dated in  the Late I ron Age as h as been proved stratigraphically in  many 
cases. For a survey of this l arge cemetery and the description of the 1 2  tumuli  
with stakecirclcs cf .  type 9 ,  G roningen ,  nos 1 - 1 2 .  

F R I ESLAND 

1 L a  n g e d ij k ,  M unicipality of Ooststel l ingwe�f, 1 1I1II1I11Is I. A .  E .  \ 'an G i ffen ,  1 92 8 .  

This i s  perhaps a two-period monument, consisting of :  
( I )  A barrow of yellowish sand wi th rd. ( in t .  dm . :  c .  1 3 ) and central O\'al E-\\' 

grave, containing a corded B eaker and six f l int  flakes. Neol ithic .  
( 2 )  An i n complete pc.  ( dm . : 8 .00-9 . 00, 1 1  + 10 phh.  i ) ,  not concentric with the 
rd . ,  showing a NE shift .  Apparent ly the i nferred phh.  d id  not reach into the subsoi l .  
V a n  Giffen here assigned both r d .  and p c .  t o  t h e  same period.  I n  a p i t  high l i p  i n  
the mound was a notch- rimmed u rn  (Late I ron Age) with cremation, together with 
fragments of another pot apparent ly used as a l id .  Among the cremated bonc lay t\\·o 
fragments of a burnt and distorted tubular bronze object, perhaps a bronze bracelet .  
Vl'ljr Fries XXIX, 1 929,  pp. 3 9-46 ; Bauarl, 1 930, pp. 5 5-7 . 

The Neol i thic tumll l i  I I  and I I I  were also systematical ly  excavated here. 

DRE:\"TE 

I \V e e r d i n  g e, Municipality of Emmen, 1IIIIIIIIIIs :! of the cemetery near the ' Kam­
per Eschj e ' .  A.  E .  \ 'an G i ffen ,  1 92 6 .  

I n  this  barrow the pc.  (dm . : 1 2 .00, 25 phh . )  shO\\"ed wider  inten'als on the S and \\' , 
possi bly connected with an entrance. A t  the centre la�' a partly disturbed 
oblong N\\'-SE grave, in a stone packing. \"' i thin the pc.  wcrc found 4 tan­
gential sec.  graves with trunk coffins ; one of these was a woman's  gra\"l�, con ­
tain ing 2 elaborate bronze wheel-headed pins (fig. 48a), a necklace of amber beads, 
2 other bronze pins (a 'Rolllwpflladel' and a ' l\'adel ill Forlll eillrs Nagels' ,  fig. �8b : 7 ) ,  

a bronze bracelet a n d  a f inger-ring (Early Bronze Age, Montel ius I l ) . Through the 
action of copper oxide remains of woollen fabric had been preserved on one of the 
wheel-headed pins (f ig .  48a) . 

Hllllebpddell I I ,  1 92 7 ,  pp. 305-6 ; Ballarl, 1 930, pp. 76-80. 

I "  Z e ij e n ,  :\ 'I lIn icipal i t�' of Vries , cultural  reser\'e on the 'l'ioordsche \'el d ' ,  IIIII/IIII/s ill .  

A .  E .  \ 'an G i ffen, J 925-8 . 

Two- or three-period barro\\', consisting of : 
( I )  A prirnar�' barrow of fair ly clean sand, surrounded by a rd . ( in t .  dm. : c. 1 0 ) .  

A t  t h e  centre l a y  a stone packing below \\'hich were d iscO\'ered t h e  remains o f  what 
was probably a domed structure built  over a l\'-S gra\'e p i t .  In the gra\'e la\' a Beaker 
d ecorated with a herri ngbone pattern, a squat short-necked pot with similar de­
coration, and a small flint kn ife ( I\eol i thic) .  
(2)  A covering barrow of mixed soil  and topsoi l ,  separated from the primary barrulI' 
by a la\'er of charcoal .  Perhaps a fairl\" i rregular incomplete pc .  ( dm . : c. 8 .  6 - .=; 
phh . ? )  m ight belong to this phase (according to Yan Giffen to phase I ) .  The central 
burial had been destroyed .  
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( 3 )  A casing of sods built up against ,the slope of the second phase mound, To this 
probably belonged a second, concen tric I'd. ( int .  dm, : c. ( 6) ,  lying outside the first . 
. -\ possible central grave may have been destroyed by a recent disturbance. 
In this tumulus 9 sec. tangential gra\'es were found, one with a coffin. In another 
of the graves lay a fine silhouette ; a third contained a cremation. 
HI/nebedden I l ,  1 927 ,  p .  303 ; 8al/art, 1 930, pp. 1 30-4. C f. also nos 3 1 -6 ( tumuli I l l ,  
1 1 2  and 7 5 ) ,  46-7 ( tumulus I ( 7) and type 9 ,  Drente, nos 1 -2 ( tumuli 2 8  and I ) .  

2 H ij k e I' v e l  d,  Municipality o f  Beilen ,  tl/lIIl/lus j .  A .  E,  van Giffen ,  1930 .  
The barrow had a core of grey sand with sod cO\'ering on a podsolized old surface. Fine 
specimen of a barrow enclosed by a ditch \\'ith internal bank (int, dm. I'd . : c .  (6 ) .  
The  pc .  (dm . : 9 . 60 ,  1 2  phh . )  wus placed bet\\'een mound and bank.  A smaller interval 
on the E side of the pc. possibly indicated an e ntrance. Central NW-SE grave 
with cremation ; 6 sec. graves, of which one with trunk coffin, and 2 with crema­
tion. Two small pots, one of them decorated with nail impressions,  came from 
the mound itself. 
NDV [ 9 3 5 ,  p. 1 02 ;  PPS 1 938 ,  pp. 260-2 ; Drellle, 2 nd ed. ,  1 944, pp. 48 1 -3 .  Cf. also 
type 5, D rente,  no 1 ( tumulus ( 8) .  

3-4 \N a p s e, Municipality of Die\'er, the ' Tweeenbarg' .  A .  E .  v a n  Giffen ,  [ 93 1 .  Twin 
barrows. 
TUlIlullls J, a four-period barrow, consisted of :  
( I) A barrow of fairly clean sand, " 'ith h ardly any sods, surrounded by a I'd. (int. 
dm. : c .  5), and covering a SE-l\\V grave pit with clear silhouette. Aeneolithic. 
(2) Capping of sods on a thin layer of ashes, with central cremation burial (crema­
tion on the  spot) within a I'd .  interrupted on the  E side ( int .  elm. : c .  6 . 50).  Late 
Acneolithic or Earliest B ronze Age . 
( 3 )  Capping of sods with pc. (elm . :  c. 1 3 ,  1 7  phh . )  showing an entrance on the E 
side ; central grave with cremation, containing a flat bronze button looped on the 
underside (Montelius I I  or I I l ,  fig. 48b : 1 ) . 
(4) A rd. (int .  elm . : c .  6) with at its centre a H arpstedt urn containing a cremation. 
Early I ron Age. 
r n phase 1 or 2 a sec. grave with trunk coffin \\'as dug in on the NE side . A few flint 
artifacts and some sherds of Passage G r�ve and Beaker pottery ('potbeker')  found in the 
subsoil formed a terlllinus post ql/em ( Late Neolithic to Aeneolithic) . 
NDV 1 936,  pp. 79-85 .  
TUlllullls 11, a two-period barrow, consisted of two phases corresponding to (3 )  
and (4 )  of tumulus I :  
( I )  A primary barrow of fairly clean yello\\'ish sand, surrounded by a rd. (int .  
dm . :  c .  9) ,  at the centre of which a SW-NE grave with trunk coffin containing a 
cremation.  In and near the coffin were fragments of at least two small bucket­
shaped pots decorated with a zone of small pits below the nicked rim. On the N 
side a sec. N-S grave . Early Bronze Age. 
(2 )  A covering mound of sods with pc. (dm. : [ 3 ,  [ 6  phh . ) ,  lying over a SW-NE 
grave with a cremation, and again with fragments of a small bucket-shaped vessel 
decorated with two zones of upright nail-impressions at and j ust below the rim. Two 
sec. graves with trunk coffins hollowed out by fire, and containing cremations, 
and another grave in which nothing was found. This mound also contained remains 
of a thick-walled barrel urn of ' Deverel' type, with finger-tipped cordon below the 
rim, on the E N E  side, and a small bucket-shaped pot on the E side. On the SE side 
4 phh.  of the pc. stand in the rel . of phase I .  
NDV 1 936,  pp.  85-9 ( .  
The contiguous urnfield with round, oval and sub-rectangular rdd. yielded a number 
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of urns from Late B ronze and Early I ron Age times. Van G i ffen assigns to Montelius 
VI (750-600 B .C . )  a burnt bronze ' H'f1Idelril1g' found in a Harpstedt type urn . 
A number of small ritual structures (shrines ? )  in the form of four phh. placed in 
a rectangle also came to l ight here. 

5 - 1 0  E m m e r  D e n n e n, lVlunicipality of Emmen.  F. C. Bursch , 1 93 1 -2 .  
T1I1II 1I1lIS I V  ( 1 93 I )  contained within its pc. (dm . : 6 .70, 1 0  phh.)  three gra" es with 
coffins,  viz .  2 tangentially in the E, and one, WSV,I-ENE, in the S\V, all ,,- ith in­
humation, and each showing a si lhouette. H igh up i n  the  mound a sherd of an 
urn was foun d .  At the  edge of the  barrow, on the N s ide ,  part of an oval ( ? )  rd . of 
the contiguous urnfield showed around a patch of cremated bone .  
OM Leidell , N R  XV I I ,  1 936,  pp. 5 8-9 . 
TWill/Ills VI ( 1 93 1 ) , an elongated mound of greyish sand,  was a very remarkable 
monument. vVith in  the irregular pc. (dm . : c. 9 .50 ,  c .  I I phh.) ,  with traces of a 
fence of stakes between the phh. on the E side, were the remains of a central 
pyre, ,;iz .  2 patches of charcoal ; the most Southerly contained cremated bone, 
the other yielded some sherds of thick-wal led,  s l ip-covered ware. In the edge, on 
the \V side, lay 2 graves "'ith sil houettes in stone packings ; i n  one of these was a shal­
low dish of thick-walled, fairly coarse ware . On the E side lay 2 further graves with 
trunk coffins ,  showing head silhouettes . One had been dug through a patch of 
charcoal with cremated bone. vVithin the pc. several sherds of another d ish 
were found . Partly in an annexe, consisting of fairly i rregularly placed phh . ,  l inking 
up with the pc .  on the S\'\' side, lay a row of 6 NN\V-SSE graves with trunk coffins, 
some with very fine si lhouettes, cremated bone being found in  one coffin,  and much 
charcoal in i ts pit .  Some of the coffins were kept level by supporting stones.  In the 
two \'\' graves, near the fingers, lay some badly preserved rings of bronze wire, 
probably spirals ; the most :Westerly body had moreover been provided with a fine ' 
bracelet of sheet bronze with spiral ends (fig. 48b : 5 ) .  Two of the graves yielded a 
sherd each of coarse pottery reminiscent of 'potbeller' ware, of which many frag­
ments were found scattered through the mound.  S of the row of graves a similar 
grave came to light, \'\'S\V-ENE .  The barro,,' further contained several sec. urn 
burials belonging to the contiguous urnfield .  
OM Leidell, N R  XVI I ,  1 936, pp.  5 9-6 1 . 
TU1II1I1lIS Vll ( 1 93 2 ) ,  a two-period barrow, consisted of : 
( I )  A primary mound of sand on a faintly podsolized subsoil ,  surrounded by a 
shallow oval rd . ( int .  dm. : c. 7-8) interrupted on the \V side.  \Vithin the ditch 
appeared a circle of 5 widely spaced phh.  (dm . : c. 4 . 25 ,  5 phh . )  round a central 
E-\V grave with indistinct traces of a trunk coffin and a faint  si lhouette. In this 
grave were found an S-Beal{{� r with \'ertical herringbone pattern and a coarsel�' 
worked small flint knife .  
( 2 )  A covering barro,,' o f  sods with double closely spaced p c .  ( int .  dm . :  c .  1 0 .50)  
to be dealt  with under type 6 ,  Drente, no I .  Central cremation ; at  the edge 2 tangen­
tial graYes with trunk coffins,  one with good silhouette. 
011,1 Leidell, NR XVI I ,  1 936 ,  pp.  6 1 -3 . 
TlI1II1I1lIS VIll ( 1 93 2 )  was a heavily damaged two-period barrow of sods over a slightl\' 
eccentric pyre, near which the cremation had been placed in a shal low pit ,  possibly 
in a coff in .  Remains of probably 2 pec. (dm. : c .  1 0) .  Across the mound lay a row of 
4 grave pits, each NN\,\'-SSE, with trunk coffins and good si lhouettes ; grave 
goods from one of these comprised a small bronze pin ( ?) ,  a flat fl int disc and some 
sherds of coarse, gritty ware ; more fragments of this ware were found in the body 
of the mound,  amongst them a piece with a finger-tipped zone below the rim ; on 
the finger-tipped zone was a horizontal lug. The central gra,'e was flanked on tht' 
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SSE side,  at the foot, by two large phh . ,  1 .75 metres apart (remains of a mortuary 
house ?), not mentioned by Bursch.  Could this have been the principal grave of the 
scc. barrow ? The arrangement I)f the gnl\'es suggests s imultaneous o r  a quick succes­
sion of interments. 
0,1[ Leiden, NR X\' I I ,  1 936 ,  pp. 63-4 .  
TUlllu/us XI ( [ 932)  contained a very widely spaced p c .  (dm. : c .  7 . 5 0, 6 p h h . ) ,  within 
which lay 2 tangential graves with coffins, showing silhouettes. One of these yielded 
a necklace of 32 beads : 3 [ of amber, one of rock crystal ; further gra\'e goods included 
a small b ronze ring and 2 pots,  viz. a truncated pear-shaped \'essel \\' ith two upright 
handles below a rim pro\'ided \\'i th horizontal lugs at regular i ntervals,  and a smal l 
handled pot. Two sec. cremation burials .  
O:H Leiden, NR XV I I , 1 936,  pp.  64-6 .  
T h e  traces of  postholes i n  the incompletely d u g  tumuli 9 a n d  1 2  1\"C're too 
scanty or i rregular to be i nterpreted as postcircles.  Cf. also tl'pe 5, D rente, no 2 
( tumulus I) and type 6, Drente, 110 [ (tu mu Ius V I I ,  phase 2) .  

1 1 -5 B a l l  0 0 e r  v e l  d,  Municipality of Rolde. A.  E .  van Giffen, [ 93 3 .  Large cemetery 
of  38 tumul i .  The first  phase of tumuli 2 ,  4, 6 and 8 had been built  of fair]\' 
pure yel lowish sand on an as ret hardly podsolized old surface. 
TUlllu/us 2 ,  a three-period barrow, consisted of  the fol lo\\'ing phases : 
( I )  \ Iound with rd . ( int .  dm. : 7 . 50) and i nternal bank ( h . : 0.40, W . : 2 . 00).  Central cre­
mation burial, accompanied by 3 i rregularly placed phh. Near the grave were found 
a small fl int scraper and several undecorated sherds. 
(2) Capping of sods and yellow or grey sand, with pc. (dm . : c .  [ [ , [4 + 3 phh. J  
(at fi rst, [ 93 5 ,  assigned to phase 1 ) . The lack of 3 phh.  on the N E  s ide is probably due 
to recent disturbances. Two graves near the centre of the barrow, and 7 sec. tangential 
graves at the edge, v iz .  5 sub-rectangular graves, 2 of them with trunk coffins, 
and 2 cremation burials, probably all dug in phase 2. Two further c remation burials 
were found near the centre, one of  them perhaps the principal grave of this phase. 
(3)  Capping composed of sods and yellow sand, p robably with central trunk 
coffin in a pit .  
As with tumuli  4, 6 and 8 ,  square and rectangular ditches of an urnfield, open 
towards the barrow, l i nked up with the monument at i ts edge and formed a 
stratigraphic terminus ante quem ,  
NDV [ 93 5 ,  p p .  94- [02 ; Bmb. Oergescli . ,  1 937,  p. 1 3 ,  note 2 . 
TIII//lI[IIS 4 was also a three-period monument, consisting of the following phases : 
( 1 )  A very regular pc. (dm. : [ 6 .00, 1 9 phh.) ,  with a larger i nterval, possibly an 
entrance, on the S side, and a central \VN\V--ESE grave. I n  the subsoil were dis­
covered two sherds of Passage G rave pottery, a rim and a base fragment, giving a 
terlllinus post quem, and also 2 cremation burials antedating the barrow. One of the 
cremations lay on a patch of charcoal, possibly an IIstrinulII. Of 5 sec. graves 3 con­
tained trunk coffins ; in 4 the dead had been buried in extended position, one con­
tained cremated bones with grave goods that had been burnt, viz. a polisher of schist, 
a fl int spearhead, 3 hollow-based flint arrowheads, and some indeterminate flint 
fragments ( Earliest Bronze Age). The coffin less inhumation grave contained remains 
of 2 b ronze pins (Montelius I I , c. [ 500- 1 200 B . C . ,  according to Van Giffen) 
affordi ng a terlllinus ante !jllell!. 
(2)  A capping of sods, in which no grave could be found, 
(3) A further capping of  topsoil , partly on tumulus 3, and overlying two inverted 
u rns (dated by Van Giffen to Ear)y La Time times, c .  400 B . C . ,  on the s trength of 
a similar urn found at Zeijen with the remains of a pyre beneath a sod-built  barrow, 
and dated by a knobbed fibula. NDV 1 9 1 8, p. 1 65 ) .  
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Tumul us 3 ,  raised from sods on a pyre, which partly overlay phase 2 of tumul us  4 ,  
on the W s ide ,  afforded a further stratigraphic /erlllilllls all /l' </111'111. 
Van G i ffen summarized the stratigraphic historv of tumulus 4 as fol lo\\'s : f irst 
came the Late Neolithic barrow with pc. ( I ) , surrou nding an inhumation gran' 
(c. 1 800 B . C . ) ; in this barrow 5 sec. graves were dug during the Early Bronze Age : 
a cremation burial dating from the Earliest Bronze Age (Montelius I ,  c. 1 800- 1 500 
B . C . )  and 4 trunk coffin graves characteristic for the Early Bronze Age (M.ontelius 
J I-J I I ,  C. 1 500-1 000 B . C . ) ; next the capping of sods (2) ,  and tumulus 3 ,  from 
the Late B ronze Age (Montelius I V-V, c. 1 1 00-75 0  B . C . )  or Early I ron Age 
( M ontel ius V I, c. 750-500 B . C . ) ; finally the Early La Tene urn burial (La Tene I ,  
c .  500-300 B .C . )  ( 3 ) .  
NDV 1 93 5 ,  pp.  76-8 3 .  
Tllum/lls 6 ,  the '}I,1alldenberg',  a two-period barrow, consisted of :  
( I )  A barrow of fairly pure yellowish sand on a scarcely podsolized subsoil .  The 
tumulus was surrounded by an incomplete irregularly spaced pc. (dm. : 9.00, 14 + 8 
phh. ) .  At the centre of the barrow was found a deep central SvV-NE grave pit 
without grave goods ; a second, regular, outer pc. (dm. : 1 5 .00, 1 8  + 3 phh. )  pos­
sibly had an entrance on the SE. Van Giffen suggested that the 2 pcc. belong to 
the same phase, and that the building of the barrow may have temporarily ceased 
when the f irst was in position . In the subsoi l some sherds of Passage G rave pottery, 
some flint flakes and 2 fragments of flint axes were found. 
(2 )  A rd.  ( int .  dm. : 1 1 .50) intersecting a ph.  of the outer pc. , surrounding a SS\\' 
NNE inhumation grave. From the upper fil l ing of this grave pit came a smal l double­
handled pot and a small bowl, which did not belong to the grave ; a similar bowl ,  an 
isolated sherd and a cremation-filled four-handled urn were found in  the vicinity. 
On the analogy of the H arenermolen finds Van G i ffen placed this pottery in thl" 
6th century B . C .  (/ermilllls. 01//e qllelll for the barro\\·) .  A total of 7 tangential sec . ' 
graves with trunk coffins were dug after the first but before the last phase of construc­
tion, as some are cut across by the rd. The position of several of these shows beyond 
dou�t that the still intact outer pc.  was a factor in  siting them . Two of the trunk 
coffins had been kept on an even keel by supporting stones, and the traces of sup­
porting cross-beams showed for £\\"0 others. Three of the graves contained gran' 
goods, viz .  : ( I )  2. broad bronze penannular bracelets , ribbed horizontally (fig. 48b : 4 ) ; 
(2) 3 small gold rings, 2 of them interlocking (fig. 48b : 2-3 ) ;  and (3 )  a bronze bracelet, 
square in  section, and fragments of perhaps similar bracelets as those in  ( I ) . All 
were found on the floor of the grave pits and date from the Early Bronze Age 
(Montelius I l ,  c .  1 400 B . C . ) .  Finally a small cremation gra\'e came to light, and , 
as in tumulus 4, an IIs/rilllllll. The small tumulus 7 , situated on the ENE edge of 
tumulus 6, was a two-period monument .  Each phase was enclosed by a rectangular 
d itch, open towards tumulus 6 .  The secondar\' di tch was enclosed by parts of a 
rectangular fence of close-set stakes (after Early La Tene, but probably pre-Roman ) .  
A few objects were recovered from other graves of the ringditch urnfield ,  amongst 
them a cobalt blue glass bead (mid La Tene) from a cremation pit .  
NDV 1 93 5 ,  pp.  83-94· 
Tuu/U/us 8, a two-period barrow, consisted of :  
( I )  A primary sand core with central , ' :\ \\'- 5 8E cremation burial at grollnd level .  
(2)  A capping of sods with pc. (dm. : 9 .00, 10 phh.) ,  surrounding a central 
cremation burial in  a shallow pit .  On the E side the pc. sho\\'ed an entrance. A thick­
walled base sherd of a large barrel-shapeq cinerar�' urn, which Van Giffen assigned 
to the Deverel group, was all that remained of a secondary interment .  
NDV 1 93 5 ,  pp .  1 03-4 .  
Cf. also type 9 ,  D rente, no 3 (tumulus 1 0) .  
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1 6-7 S I  e e n e r z a n d, :\lunicipalities of Sleen and Zweeloo, the ' Galgellberg' .  A. E .  
\'an G i ffen, 1 934 & 1 938 .  This impressive three-period barrow consisted of:  
( I )  A primary mound showing some\yhat more strongly deyeloped sod 
structure than tumulus [ of the ' Tweeiillbarg' (cf. no 3 ) ,  and surrounded by a 
ru . ( int.  um. : I 1 .60) with at its centre a N\,y-SE inhumation grave contammg a 
schist polisher (Aeneol i thic or Earliest B ronze Age, Montel ius I ) .  An oval hollow 
in the N\V quadrant may represent a ' ritual' pit. 
(2) A capping of sods, su rrounded by a pc.  (dm . : [ 5 .00, 1 8  phh. )  with an 
intl:'rruption on the \V side. and at its centre a NN\V-SSE grave . The latter contained 
a b ronze palsta\'e (i\  lontelius I l ) ,  a twisted bronze wristlet, 2. gold sp\f3ls (fig. ,p), 
and the remains of at least l..j- flat, sli 15ilr/5- bllrbed bronze arrowheads with bark 
fibres and the remain.", of wooden <;;hafts stilf ·attached. Till:' time that elapsed 
bet\yeen pha!.s('el I ar.:d ? canoN have be-en long. 
(3)  A second capping of suds, surrounded by a large pc. (dm. : 20.00, 
30 phh . ) ,  the central grave of which had been destroyed by t'ccent distur­
bances. Four tangential sec. graves with coffins, one in phase 2,  the others in phase 
J ;  one of the latter contained a corroded b ronze pin. A t  the eJge of the barrow, to 
the S of the outer pc. ,  another coffin came to l ight. At and near the edge of phase 
3 two u rn burials were found, viz. a base fragment of a La Tene or later urn, and a 
notch-rimmed bi-conical urn containing a fai rly large handled basin-shaped acces­
sory vessel ( Late Bronze Age or Early I ron Age). 
NDV 1 936 ,  pp. 1 04- 1 0 ; [ 940, pp. 207-9. 
Features of a contiguous urnfield were 2 sub- rectangular ditches with internal 
rectangular post settings, round and oval ditches, and a ' ridge ' ,  probably old arable . 
A cremation barrow ( Late ( ron Age) covered several of these ringditch interments. 
'vVil lems, Umellvelden, 1 93 5 ,  pp. 1 2 1 -3 [ .  

[ 8  P e  e I 0 0 ,  Municipality of Assen.  A .  E .  van Giffen,  1936.  The Eastern remnant of 
a largely destroyed three-period barrow, consisting of the following phases : 
( I )  With ringditch (probably Neolithic) . 
(2)  With pc. (original dm. : c. 1 4 ( ?) ,  6 + 9 phh. ?) ,  \\-irh additional ci rcle of close-set 
stakes hetween phh . ; entrance on the E side where the row of stakehoh�s ends ? 
(3 )  With i rregular triple closely spaced pc. to be dealt with under type 7, D rente, 
no [ .  
NDV [ 93 8, pp.  1 1 2-3 . 
NE of the mound a beehive-shaped grave ( Neolithic or Aeneolithic) , and a number 
of circular U rnfield ditches . 

I C) D i p  h 0 0 r n, Municipality of Sleen. A. E. van Giffen,  1 937 .  
A t  the centre of the pc. (dm . : c .  1 1 , I [ phh.)  a SW-NE grave. On the SW side 
2 intermediate phh . ,  probably connected with an entrance blocking. On the S side, 
j ust outside the pc. and near the entrance, 4 phh. in a rectangle (c .  [ . 60 by 1 .00), inter­
preted by Van Giffen as a shrine or sanctuary. In the SE of these phh. were found 
remains of a pot. 
NDV 1 939, pp. 1 34-6.  

20 A a I d e n, Municipality of Zweeloo, IlImlltlls Il, the ' Schepersbergje' .  A .  E .  van Gif­
fen, 1 938.  
The i rregular, more or less rounded rectangular pc. (dm . : c .  1 2 .50,  [5 + [ phh.) ,  
with interruptions on the N\;V and S E  sides,  surrounded two contemporary WSW­
ENE graves with trunk coffins ;' the Northernmost of these between 3 phh . (of 
an original 4, placed in a rectangle ?), probably of a mortuary house (c. 2 .30 
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by 1 . 3°) ; a ph.  still further \V may represent a stek. In this grave a clear silhouette , 
the head lying towards the W. The SE interruption in the pc. may be due to a recent 
disturbance, two shepherd 's shelters having here been dug into the barrow (hence 
its name, 'Shepherds' mound ') .  Six tangential sec. graves, 4 with trunk coffin, 
all lay within the pc. The N\;<,7 coffin showed a clear silhouette. 
NDV 1 940 , pp. 205-7 .  
I n  the vicinity some Neolithic tumuli and a n  urnfield with circular ditches. 

21 \V e s t e r v e l d e, Municipality of Norg, tlllllllllls I. A. E. van Giffen, 1 938 .  
Three-period barrow, consisting of : 
( I )  A mound of sand on unpodsolized subsoil ,  with a ditch interrupted in 2 places, 
and open towards the E (int. dm . :  c .  8 . 50), with at its centre a \VSW-ENE grave 
containing 2 sherds, one of a corded Beaker, the other of a Beaker with herringbone 
pattern, and 2 flint flakes ( Late Neol ithic) . 
(2) A capping of sods with double closely spaced pc. to be dealt with under type 
6, D rente, no 4 .  
(3)  A second capping of  sods with pc.  (dm. : 1 4 .80, 1 7  phh .) ,  with an  entrance 
on the E side. Three tangential sec. graves, all cutting the pc. of phase 2 .  

The central graves of  phases 2 and . 3 had been destroyed by recent distur­
bances. 
NDV 1 940 , pp. 2 1 0-2.  Cf. also type 6,  Drente , no 5 (tumulus I I ) .  

22-4 N i j  I a n d  e,  Municipality of Rolde. A .  E .  van Giffen, 1 939. 
TlI111lIllIs I,' a two- or three-period barrow, consisted of: 
( I )  A central mound of yellow sand on unpodsolized subsoil with SW-NE gra\'e 
containing a cremation, a flint flake and the blade ends of two thick-butted axes 
(Late Neolithic). 
(2) A capping of sods with pc. (dm. : 1 4 .00, 1 7  phh.) round a N NW-SSE gra\'e ; 
on the N E  side 3 extra phh . in the pc . ,  irregularly spaced, possibly connected 
with an entrance blocking. Nine sec. gra\'es at the periphery. 
(3) In the S-S\;<" edge of the barrow part of a rd . (int . dm. : c. 1 0) ,  cutting across 
3 phh.  of the pc. mentioned under (2) .  
NDV 1 94 1 ,  pp.  1 08- 1 0. 
TlIlIllIllIs 11, a two-period barrow, consisted of: 
( I) A primary barrow of brownish-yellow sand to which apparently belonged an 
incomplete widely spaced pc. (dm. : c. 7 . 50, 7 + 4 phh.) ,  which must have stood in 
the slope, not at the edge of the barro,,·. Central, shallow \VS\V-ENE grave with 
flexed silhouette ; a stone hammer-axe found before the excavation may belong to 
this grave. 
(2) A capping \\'ith pc. (dm. : 1 1 .00, 1 5  phh . ) ; a bronze pin found before the exca­
vation may have come from its destroyed central grave. Five tangential sec. graves, 
2 with trunk coffin and 2 with silhouette, one with a bronze pin (fig.  48b : 6) l ike that 
from the barrow centre . I n the edge of the barrow an urn burial . 
NDV 1 94 1 ,  pp.  1 1 0- 1 .  
ESE of tumulus I I  a sub-rectangular ditch with 8 internal phh.  arranged in a rect­
angle ,  around an urn of Harpstedt type (Early I ron Age). A similar urn damaged 
in digging the ditch . 

25 V r i e s, Municipality of Vries, illmllllls NI. A .  E. van Giffen ,  1 939 & 1 949. 
Two-period barrow, consisting of: 
( I )  Primary mound of yellow sand, wIth N\;<'!-SE stone packing (passage grave 
derivative) ; from the mound a fine sherd of so-cal led 'potbelier' ware (Aeneolithic). 

Palaeohistoria, Vo! .  I l l .  



3+ Barrows surrounded by Rings of Posts 

(2)  Capping of sods, with pc. (d m. : 1 3 .80, 1 5  + I phh . )  around E-W grave 
with coffin, a supporting stone being placed at each corner. FiYe sec. graves, viz.  
one at the centre \\'ith trunk coffin ,  and 4 tangen tial , one of them with trunk coffin.  
SDV 1 94 1 ,  pp.  1 1 7-<). 

26 7 Z u i d  \. e I d e, :\ I unicipality of �org . . -\ .  E. \'an Giffen,  1 939 .  
TUII/ll1us I contained at  the centre of its pc .  (elm. : 1 2 . 50 ,  1 6  phh.)  a grave at ground 
le\·el. I I tangential sec. gra\'es, 5 with trunk coffin ; in one coffin a s i lhouette . One 
small cremation burial .  
,VDV 1 94 1 ,  pp.  1 22-3 . 
TlIlI/lllus II also contained a primary gra\'e at ground level at the centre of a pc. 
(dm. : I 1 .00, 1 3  phh.) in  which a smaller interval on the S side showed an entrance. 
T,,'o tangential gra\'es, and a two-handled urn ( Late B ronze Age) .  
VDV 1 94 1 ,  pp.  1 23 -4.  

28 G a s  t e r e n,  :\ Iunicipality of Anloo, tllll/llills 37.  A .  E .  van G iffen ,  1 939 .  
:\ round of greyish sand on a subsoil with incipient podsolization. Within the pc .  
(dm. : 7 .00, 9 phh. )  a slightly eccentric N NvV-SSE grave wi th  carbonized oak 
coffin containing cremated bones of a 1 0  to 1 2  years old child . In the edge of the 
grave pit lay a number of irregularly placed stakeholes, probably from a wooden lining 
of upright stakes. S and SW of the grave were 3 of a probable 4 small phh.  placed 
in  a rectangle which Van Giffen explained as the supporting stakes of the pyre . 
They might also be interpreted as a temporary mortuary house. On the SE side an 
in termediate ph .  in the pc.  probably indicates an entrance blocking. Four tangential 
sec. graves with trunk coffins,  one showing remains of a si lhouette and yielding 
a small d ish (probably Early or Middle B ronze Age) .  Another sec. grave contained 
a bucket-shap\'!d vessel with raised band below the rim ( Early B ronze Age, pro­
bably :Y [ontelius I l) ,  which Van Giffen related to the late Passage G rave pottery 
of so-called Havelte style. Van Giffen would not date these sec. interments before 
1 3 50- 1 200 B.C.  
NDV 1 945 , pp.  73-8. 
This tumulus forms part of a large cemetery, with illter alia a Neolithic tumulus 
(no 44), an urnfield ( Late Bronze Age, Early and Middle [ ron Age) with many 
circular and several oblong sub-rectangular ditches with internal rectangular timber 
structures (Late B ronze Age - Early I ron Age) , and a number of barrows with cre­
mations ( I ron Age, down to Roman Imperial times) .  C f. also type 7 ,  Drente, no 2 .  

2 9  W e e  r d i n  g e ,  Municipality o f  Emmen, tl//Ill/hls ll, the ' Paaschberg' o r  ' Schatten­
berg' .  A. E. van Giffen,  1 93 4  & 1 94 1 .  
Two-period barrow, consisting of :  
( I )  Central mound of sods ; with in  the incomplete pc. (dm. : c .  1 0 .50 , 8 + 6 phh. ? )  
a N\V-SE grave with trunk coffin,  containing a silhouette with t h e  head towards 
the NvV .  Seven tangential sec. graves - several cutting one across the other and 
destroying phh. of the pc. - all with trunk coffin and 6 with si lhouette . The most 
Southerly of these was probably a woman's grave and contained a bronze pin, finger­
ring, and a thick-walled sherd. Thc si lhouette of a young girl in  the NW qua­
drant had 2 bronze wristlets on the lower arms, and 29 amber beads at the neck . 
I n the mound a small barrel -shaped pot (Late B ronze Age) .  
(2 )  Capping of sods in  which no grave was found. The pot may have belonged here. 
NDV 1 943 ,  pp.  94-7·  
I n  the vicinity of th is  tumulus urns have been found on several occasions ( Late 
Bronze Age to Early I ron Age) .  
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30 E e n e r s c h a n s, Municipality of ·org. A .  E .  \'an Giffen. 1 9.H . 
Three-period barrow, consisting of :  
( I )  A sod -built  core wi th  rd .  ( int ,  dm, : 1 1 , 80), on already podsolizeu surface, From 
the destroyed primary grave came a Bell Beaker of ' Bata\'ian' type with 5 legs (Aeneo­
l ithic) ,  
(2)  A capping of grey sand, also \\' ith rd , ( int ,  dm , :  1 5 , 20) i nterrupted i n  3 places, 
(3) A second capping of sods with i ncomplete i rregular pc,  (original dm, : c ,  1 5 ,  
6 + 1 4  phh.  ? ) .  Central gra\'es of phases 2 and 3 also destroyed b y  recent disturbances, 
NDV 1 946, pp. 75-83 , 

J 1 -6 Z e ij e n, M unicipal i ty of Vries, cultural reserve on the ' Noordsche Veld ' ,  A ,  E ,  
van Giffen ,  1 9 1 9  & 1 944, 
TlIlllulus III ( 1 944), probably a two-period barrow, with 2 pcc. (dm. : 1 0.00, 9 + 2 
phh. and dm. : 1 2 .40, 1 7  phh. ? ) .  Van Giffen assumed a flat berm between the i nner 
and outer pc,  Many double phh, in the outer pc., with several intersections, indi­
cating replacements on one or two occasions ; 2 phh . ( int. : c .  1 . 25 )  out of l ine on 
the l\'\V side showed an entrance , I nhumation at ground level for period I ? Destroyed 
stone packing high up at the centre of the barro\\' , and 1 1  tangential sec. graves, 
one with trunk coffin and 4 with vestigial stone packing ; by one of these latter a small 
bucket-shaped pot (Early or Middle

' 
B ronze Age) anu a bi-conical urn ( Late 

B ronze Age) containing a cremation , Some of the sec. gra\'es cut across phh . of the 
i nner circle. 
NDV 1 949, pp,  1 1 3-4 , 
TlI1l1ulus 1 J 2  ( 1 9 1 9  & 1 944), sod-built barro\\' in two phases, with peripheral stone 
revetment and pc. (dm , : c ,  1 3 ,  14 + 4 phh . ) .  Se\"Cral phh, double through repairs. 
Four secondary pottery vessels, three small bucket shapes ( Early to Middle Bronze 
Age), one truncated pear-shape ( Late B ronze Age) ,  
Eaual'l, 1 930, p .  3 1 ; l',DV 1 949, pp.  1 1 4-5 · 
TUIIIUllls 75 ( 1 944) (figs 67 : 1 0  and 69) turned out to be one of the most i nteresting 
timber monuments in the Netherlands. It consisted of :  
( I )  A central mound of sods, surrounded by a very f ine  pc, (dm . : 1 2 .00, 17  phh , ) ,  
with an entrance on the N E  s ide ,  flanked by 2 rectangular phh. ( int. : c .  2 ) ,  Within 
this circle eight large round, oval and rectangular phh , of another, i ncomplete and 
i rregular pc, (dm . : 7 .00, 8 + ,\' phh, ) .  On the SSE side an avenue, some 35 metres 
long, blocked by a post at the SSE end, and consi sting of two parallel rows of posts, 
) .40 metres apart, l inked up with the outer pc, At about 8 .50 metres outside the 
pc. a square ph. occurred in either row . At the centre of the barrow \\'as found a 
cairn (c, 2 . 3 0  by 2 . 30, 0.45 h igh), oriented l\'\\" and SE , on which a probabl\' sec. 
cremation burial with a sherd. SSE of the cairn lay a \VS\\-"-E0:E grave \\' i th trunk 
coffin,  co\'ered by a fe\\" stones, ,-\ t each corner of the cairn was a round ph. \\' ith 
clear core (dm . : 0 ,27) .  Below the cairn were 4 N\V-SE graves, three of them 
with trunk coffin .  The largest gra\'e lay at the centre ; between the corner posts 
on the S\\" side lay 2 small grans (of children) in a direct l ine,  only the most 
South-Easterly contain ing a coffin , The sod-built barrow and the central group of 
5 graves formed a contemporary whole ; probably a man, woman and two children 
were buried within a square mortuary house (2 , 30  by 2 . 30, fig. 67 : 1 0) ,  another person 
being burieu outside i t .  4 sec, tangential graves, 3 with clear trunk coffins ; 4 further 
graves with coffins , in a l\' NW-SSE row, began j ust NI\W of the N\\, ph. of the 
mortuary house, Phh, stood at the c�rners of these latter graves ; one, of the 
most SSE gran, was a double hole (replacement),  while the NE ph. intersected 
its SE counterpart of the next gra\'c, Possibl�' 3 of these graves lay each within 
its own mortuary house (c .  2 .40 by ) -40). \ ' iz ,  the most SSE, which lay entirely 
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inside the outer pc. ,  the next, which does so in part, and then the N 0i \V grave, which 
i s  lying enti rely outside the outer pc. In the 2 central of these 4 graves one and three 
amber beads Wl!re found. Van Giffen assumes that the inner pc. marked the edge 
of the barrow and that there was a circular berm between the two pcc. The mor­
tuary house has parallels in NvV Germany. Early Bronze Age. 
(2) :\ secondary capping of sods must be assigned to a second construction phase, 
to ,,·hich must also belong an arc of 6 large rectangular phh.  that do not go dO\\'n 
to the vi rgin soi l .  The arc l ies on the SVV side between the two pcc . ,  and opposite 
the entrance in  the outer pc . 
.\'DV [ 949, pp. [ 06- [ 3 · - Cf. also no [ a  ( tumulus I l l ) , nos +6-7 (tumulus [ [ 7 ) ,  

and type 9, D rente, nos [ -2 (tumuli 28 and I )  . 

. 1 7-8 H o o g h a l e n, Municipalities of Beilen and Rolde. A .  E. I'an Giffen, 1 947. 
Two-period barrow of very fine sods, with 2 pcc. (dm. : c .  9 . 70, 1 2  + 1 phh. and 
dm. : 1 1 .00, 1 3  phh.) ; some renewed phh. in  both . The outer with entrance blocking 
on the E side ? Eccentric N\V-SE primary grave with trunk coffi n ;  6 tangential sec. 
gra,'es, 5 with trunk coffin ; one of these yielded a small vessel (Early or M iddle 
Ihonze Age). 

39 S p i e r, :V lunicipality of Beilen, IUlIlulus 2 .  A. E. " an Giffen,  1 949 . 
Heavily damaged barrow of sods \\'ith pc. (dm . : [ 2 .00, [ 4  phh.) ,  with remains of 
a c ircle of close-set stakes between phh. on ;\i\V and SE sides. Centre destroyed ; 
6 tangential sec. graves with coffins, one with fine s i lhouette. 
Cf. also type 6,  D rente, no 6 (tumulus [ ) . 

40-2 H o  0 g h a I e n, 1\ lunicipality of Westerbork, the ' Scliattl'lIberg' .  A. E .  van G iffen, 
[ 950 .  
Three-period barrow, with 3 pcc. (dm. : 1 1 .00, [ 2  + 2 phh. ; dm. : 1 3 .80, [7  + I 
phh . ; and dm. : 1 5 .30 ,  20 phh . ) .  The middle and outer probably had. an entrance, 
on the SE and E sides respectively. Phase I had a central vVNvV-E S E  mor­
tuary house ( 1 .70 by 1 .40) of 4 phh . ,  with traces of boards which continued 
up into the mound (fig. 67 : [ I ) .  I n  the enclosed grave pit two small children's 
coffins, one with si lhouette, the other yielding a small circular plaque of sheet 
bronze with central perforation. Above the coffins the pit  had been filled in  with grey 
soil, on and against which the sods had been piled. Close on the mortuary house, 
on the N side, a vVNvV-ESE grave with trunk coffin contained the s i lhouette of  an 
adult, the head towards the ESE ; the grave had been fil led in with sods. This inter­
ment must be contemporary with those inside the mortuary house. The central 
graves of phases 2 and 3 were probably destroyed in recent times. Three sec. graves 
with trunk coffins, one with a bronze pin (approx imately fig. 48b : 6 ;  Montelius 
I I) and two small b ronze spirals. A barrel-shaped pot (Early B ronze Age) was 
reco" ered from a ph.  of the pc. of the third phase, on the VV side. 

43-5 O u d e m o l e n, Municipality of Vries . A .  E .  van Giffen, 1 950.  
TUlllu/us 7 contained at the centre of the pc. (dm . : 7 . 80 ,  7 + 3 phh.)  a NW-SE 
grave with trunk coffin .  3 tangential sec. graves, 2 of them with trunk coffin .  One 
of the phh. turned out to have been shifted o r  renewed twice. 
TU'/I/II/us 8 had a pc. (dm . : I 1 . 20, 14 phh.) within which no primary grave could be 
found (probably inhumation at ground level) .  Within the pc. 5 tangential sec. graves, 
4 with trunk coffin.  
TUlllu/us 9 had been largely destroyed ; only the E part of the pc. (original dm. : c .  
1 2 .50,  7 + 10 phh. ?)  was sti l l  there.  Centre totally destroyed ; 3 tangential sec. 



Type 3 37 
graves i n  the E edge, one with coffin and ,'ery fine s i lhouette (bones partly preserved ) ;  
a number of puzzling phh ,  and s tray holes , 
Cf. also type 6, D rente, no 7 (tumulus 1 2) ,  The other excavated tumuli of this  
cemetery were bui l t  of sods on the remains of a pyre (nos 1 -5 ) ; one (no 4) ,,'as lyi ng 
on old arable with fine plough-markings, and dated by a La Tene ' Segelohrrillg' ,  An 
i nteresting feature were a group of 7 grHes (4 with trunk coffin ,  2 with si lhouette, 
4 with cremation),  in  the vicinity of which were observed two small configurations 
of 4 phh.  each in a square, and one of 6 phh.  forming a rectangle. No traces were 
found of a moun d ,  

46-7 Z e i j  e n ,  Municipality of Vries,  cultural reserve on t h e  'Noordsche Veld ' ,  (11 III 1 1  Ills J 1 7 .  
A .  E .  v a n  Giffen ,  1 95 I .  
Probably a two-period barro\\', with " ery faint sod structu re ; 2 pcc. (dm. : c .  8 . 50, 
9 phh. and dm . :  1 2 .00, 1 3  phh . ) ,  the outer possi bly with an entrance on the E side ,  
Small  central cremation buria l .  Three tangential sec.  gra,'es. Old arable across the 
barrow, with plough-markings, i n  which were 7 square to rectangular configurations 
of phh . ,  N ,  N E  and S of the barrow, possibly shrines or granaries. 
Cf. also nos la (tumulus I l l ) ,  3 1 -6 (tumuli I l l , 1 1 2 and 75) and type 9 ,  D rente, 
nos 1-2 (tumuli 28 and I ) .  

4 8  R u i n e n, M unicipal ity o f  Ruinen, the ' Galgel/bprg ' ,  \\' . Glasbergen,  1 95 1 .  
Remnant of a three-period barrow, consisting of :  
( I )  A primary barrow of bro\\'nish-grey sand ,,'ithout sod structure, on hardh' 
perceptible old surface (washed-out gra,'el) .  Pc.  (original dm . :  c .  1 3 ,  6 T 10 phh . ? )  
somewhat t o  the i nside o f  the edge of the barro\\'. 
(2)  and ( J )  The t\\'O other phases showed no periphera l  constructions ; phase 2 .  
a sand capping of t h e  primary barrow, h a d  a magnificent podsol band separating 
it from phase 3, equally of sand,  
Of the central gra\'e of phase I only a small t ip remai ned.  Objects foun d  in this  
barrow 0 1 1  earl ier  occasions were a smal l  globular Beaker with everted rim. with 
herringbone pattern on the neck and a raised cordon on the shoulder \\' i th  4 ,'ert ica lh' 
perforated' lugs, and further a zoned Beaker sherd and a small f l int  knife (from the 
primary grave ?) .  Neol i th ic .  

49 S c h i p b o r g, 1\ l unicipal i ty  of Anloo, (IIJ11l1ll1s 111. :\ , E.  \'an Giffen , 1 95 2 .  
Heavily d amaged two-period barrow, consist ing o f :  
( I )  A barro\\' of grey sand \\' i th pc.  (dm. : c .  1 4 .50,  1 3  T 5 p h h . ) .  On t h e  S side 
a , 'ery large inten'a l .  Primal'" central gra,'e not found .  
(2 )  Capping of sods. - Three sec .  tangen tial graves, of which 2 certainl�' dug in 
phase I ,  and one an eccentric sec. Nl'\\\'-SSE gran' with corpse s i lhouettl' (after 
phase 2 ) .  

G ELDERLA !\, D  

"' I U d d e l , M unicipality o f  A peldoorn, IUlIIlIllIs B .  J .  H .  Holwerda, 1 9 1 0 . 
This barrow is a lready to be found on a map by Dr L. J .  F. ] anssen, who carried 
out an i nvestigation in I 8. p .  J anssen found a fe\\' apparel1 t ly  sec, cremation buri al, .  
generally close to the surface. Professor Sandifort determined one as an adult .  The 
excavation also brought to l ight 3 scraps of pottery. A fter this  investigation the 
tumulus was largely levelled by neighbouring farmers, when the central grave \\'n, 
probably destroyed. 

. 

I t consisted of greyish-brown sand with dark horizontal infi l tration ,'eins - ac· 
cording to Hol\\'erda due to a collapsed construction of wood - and contained 
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the first single widely spaced pc. (dm. : c .  1 1 , 7 + 1 1  phh . )  discovered in the Nether­
lands. The mound partly covered remains of a Neolithic settlement :  a hard-trodden 
floor, pit dwell ings, postholes, numerous flint fragments, and Neol ithic pottery, 
generally undecorated, but a few sherds with incised decoration (such as Passage Grave 
ware). 
J anssen, SB I V, I SH, pp. 85-6 ;  Holwerda, 01"1 Leidell, OR V, { 9 I I ,  p. 1 1 ;  cf. 
also "an Giffen ,  Ballar/ , 1 930, p, I l l . 
Excavated together with tumuli D and E, I3eaker barrows with circular ( foundation ?) 
trenches ( I ) ,  again interpreted by Hoh\'erda as the remains of dome-shaped gra\'e 
constructions, and tumulus C, with circle of close-set stakes ( type 9, Gelderland ,  
no  I ) , interpreted by Hoh\'erda as  the remains of a collapsed timber structure. 
The tumuli are si tuated outside the Eat'lv :\ [edie\'al ' Hllllllesc!/(li/s' l inking up \\' i th 
the Uddel lake . Cf. also type 5 ,  Gelderland, nos 1 -3 and type 9. Gelderland ,  no I 
(tumulus C) ,  

2 S pe u 1 d e,  j\ I unicipality of Ermeloo, /lIlIllllus 7 .  F.  C.  Bursch, 1 925 .  
From the vague description of this incompletely dug tumulus it  can be  deduced 
that a pc. (dm . : c .  9 ,  7 + .j. phh .)  \\'as found in a surrounding trench ( ? ) .  At its 
centre a rectangular N-S grave \\'as surrounded by a number of irregularly spaced 
stakeholes. Three sec. tangential gra\'es with trunk coffins, also situated in the trench 
(int.  dm. : c .  9), were interpreted by Bursch as charred beams of a dome structure . 
Fairly high up in the mound a sec. cremation \\'as found and, also at a high level, 
2 coarse undecorated sherds . 
OiV l  Leidell ,  NR X IV, 1 93 3 ,  p .  48. 

3 E p e, i\ I unicipality of Epe, (1IlIlllllls 2 .  F. C .  Bursch, 1 93 1 .  
This incompletely dug mound, p i led up from grey sand with numerous charcoal 
particles, contained a pc. (original dm. : c. 9 .50,  4 + 3 phh. ?)  surrounded by a 
stakecircle (original dm. : c. 1 2 .50), with a slightly eccentric shallow N-S grave 
showing a skull silhouette at the S end. Just below the top a sec. cremation burial 
which Bursch correlated with a sec. capping of the mound. The stakecircle might 
be connected with this second phase of construction. Only one small thick-walled 
undecorated sherd was found, which Bursch assigned to the Bell Beaker culture.  
OM Leiden, NR XIV, 1 93 3 .  pp .  65-6, 

4 \V a r n s b o r n, :\ I unicipality of .\rnhem, IWllllllls J, the ' iVleelworstellberg' .  H. Tj . 
Waterbolk and W. Glasbergen, 1 947-8, 
Three-period barrow, consisting of :  
( I )  A central mound already showing traces of sod structure ; no grave found (pro­
bably at ground level). 
(2) A capping of  sods surrounded by a discontinuous quarry d itch. Partly in this 
d i tch - the majority of  phh. dug through i ts outer lip - a pc. (dm. : c .  1 6 ,  1 8  
phh.) round a central grave w ith coffin .  
(3)  A capping of brownish-yellow sand. The central grave of this phase was not  found. 
There were some 1 2  tangential sec. graves which yielded several very fine s i lhouettes 
in trunk coffins ; one of the coffins was supported by sods. Parts of the femora 
and the left patella of one of the dead had been preserved. The pc. was restored 
after excavation. This tumulus belongs to a partly excavated group, with 2 Neolithic 
barrows, one with intermediate pal isade trench (type I ) round a grave with flexed 
si lhouette, containing a corded Beaker, a small fl int axe and knife (Neolithic). 
Among the others \yere 4 sod-built  barrows wi thout peripheral constructions, wi th 
graves containing fine extended si lhouettes (Early Bronze Age) . 
Gelre L I ,  1 95 1 ,  pp.  93- 4 (see also p. 6, note 6 1 ) .  
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UTRECHT 

I S o e s t e r b e r g, lVlunicipality of Soest, IUIIIII/US 2 .  F .  C. Bursch , 1932 .  
A smaller interval on  the  W side of the pc .  (dm. : 1 0.00, 9 phh . )  of  this sod-built 
barrow probably indicated an entrance . Five cremation burials were found . In 
several cases a few sherds of 'Deverel'  type probably indicated the urns which had 
been destroyed by recent disturbances. Fragments of an eccentrical ly interred ' De\"t�­
reI ' urn, found at a high level in the mound, were taken for the primary interment. 
OM Leiden, NR XV, 1 934,  pp. 5 5-6 ; 111arburger Stlldien , 1 938,  p .  22 .  
Situated beside the Bronze Age tumulus with stone revetment excavated by H .  l\lart in 
and A. E. van Giffen in 1 922-3 ,  in which 2 sec. ' Deverel' urns (fig. 57 : 1 2  and 1 3 )  
were discovered. Both belonged t o  a group o f  Neolithic and Bronze Age barrows. 
I n this region quite a number of urns of 'Dev�rel '  type have been found on earlier 
occasions. See below, pp. 95-6 . 

NORTH H OLLAND 

I L a r e n , 1\1unicipality of Laren, the 'Zevw Bergjes ' ,  tlllllU/IIS 2 .  A. E .  Remouchamps, 
1 925-6. 
Within the incompletely excavated, very i rregular pc.  (dm. : c .  35 (read c.  9), 9 x phh . )  
o n  the S side a grave with E-vV trunk coffin,  with remains o f  a silhouette, the head 
to the '0,1 ;  at the neck 4 amber buttons with V-shaped perforation. At the centre 
a charcoal-filled pit ; according to Remouchamps this must have contained a post 
supporting a roofing construction. H igh up in the mound a cremation burial ; ac­
cording to Remouchamps a number of La Time sherds, some decorated with nail 
impressions belonged to this burial (probably a ' Deverel' urn). On the 1\" :\" \'" side 
a S·W-NE rectangular pit f i l led with sods, possibly a tangential sec. grave l ike the 
f irst-mentioned. 
OM Leidell, NR IX, 1 928,  pp. 66-7 . 
The barrow belongs to a group of 1 0  Neolithic and Bronze Age tumuli ; one, no 9 ,  
with foundation trench containing phh .  ( ?) (type 2 ? ) ,  and central gra,·e with \"Cry 
fine Bell Beaker sherds. No 8, a two-period tumulus, consisted of a primary bano\,· 
of sand , with at i ts centre a S\V-NE grave containing a trunk coffin \\·ith 4 sup­
porting stones . In  the coffin remains of a si lhouette (the head to the SE i). Sec. 
cO\·ering mound of sods, with central cremation burial in cordoned ' De\"t�rel' urn. 

NORTH BRABAJ\T 

I G o  i r l e , 1\ ·l unicipality of Goirle, tUIIIU/US 4.  A .  E .  Remouchamps, 1 92 5 .  
Three-period barrow, with : 
( I )  A very fine pc .  (dm. : c. I 1 , 8  phh.) with circle of close-set stakes, partly outside and 
partly between the phh . ,  but lacking between 2 phh.  on the E side where an entrance 
must have been . On the S side the stakecircle had been doubled between 3 phh . 
(2) and (3)  A wide ringditch ( int .  dm. : c. 1 4) ,  and, cutting across it with a c.entre 
more towards the S\\l, a very narrow circular ditch (int. dm. : c .  1 6 , ,\" . : c .  0 .25) .  
The rd. of  phase 2 was further intersected by a segment of another circular d itch 
lying on the NNE slope of the barrow, whi lst on the E side one of a group of 5 long 
sub-rectangular d itches (' ridges' ,  prehistoric arable strips ,)  l inked up with i t .  
In 1\1ay 1 909 the  centre of this barrow was dug out  by an amateur. At 1 . 50 belo\\ 
the top of the mound he discovered an oblong E-\V grave with ash and fragments 
of cremated bone .. (According to Remouchamps we ha'·e here a collapsed wooden 
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construction with vertical \\'alls and an obtuse conical roof. Lying in his open grave 
the buried man would have been partly cremated by a fire made above it .) 
ONI Leidell, N R  V I I , 1 926, pp.  ci-v ; cf. also Van Giffen, Bauart, 1 930, pp.  1 1 2-4. 
Contiguous urnfield with circular ditches and some ' ridges' (Late Bronze Age to 
Early I ron Age). From one of the urns came an i ron ringed pin ; some 100 metres 
S of the urnfield some further urns were found, one containing a double-bladed 
razor (Late Bronze Age to Hallstatt period) and a small accessory pot. 

2-3 R e c h t e H e i d e , Municipality of Goirle ,  the ' Vtjlberg' . A. E. \'an Giffen, 1935 .  
TII/n({/rls Ill. T h e  gJ'O'.\y·e a t  t.he centre of the pc. (dm . : 1 0.00, 1 3  phh.) had been des­
troyed. ;\. large in�erv1l1 on the E :;ide indicated an entrance. On the \V side a trunk 
coffin t�' ith 'O::I'(�matioIl had been interred tangentially among the sods ; i t  cannot 
thus be secondary. In the S edge of the barrow a small sec. grave, without crema­
tion (child's grave). 
Bmb. Oergesch . ,  1 937,  pp. 27-9. 
TllmltltlS IV, a two-period barrow, consisted of :  
( I )  Barrow of sods \\ith pc .  (dm. : 1 0 .00, I I phh.)  round an eccentric SSW-NNE 
grave \\'ith cremation and a flint flake. Around the gra\'e much oak charcoal. 1\iarrower 
intervals in the pc. on the S and N sides. On the E s ide a small sec. rectangular 
cremation grave containing a small barrel-shaped \'essel (Bronze Age). 
(2) Secondary capping of topsoi l ,  with a ringditch (int. dm. : c .  9) intersecting four 
of the phh. of the pc. 
Brab. Oergesch . ,  1 937 ,  pp.  29-3 1 .  
Excavated together with nos I (with enclosing bank and ditch), l [  (type 5 ,  � orth 
Brabant, no 2), V (type 6, North Brabant, no I ) ,  VI (type 7, North Brabant, no 4) 
and V I I  (with ringditch). 

4- 1 4  T o t  e r f 0 u t-H a I v e M ij I, Municipality of Veldhoven, tumuli 3, 5 (twice), 6, 
7 , 8 ,  I 1  (twice), 14 ,  1 5  and 1 6, in all 1 1  specimens. See Part 1 .  

1 5  H o  0 g e l  0 0 n, :Ylunicipality of Hoogeloon etc . ,  the ' Zwartellberg ' .  H .  Brunsting, 
1 950. See Part I, pp. 1 0- 1 , 1 1 8 ,  Part I I ,  pp. 1 2 8 .  1 67--8. 

16 'vV a a I w ij k ,  i\ lunicipality of Riethoven, tlllnlllus I. H .  Brunsting, 1950. 
This tumulus contained a single widely spaced pc. (dm. : 9 .60, 10 phh.) .  Cf.  further 
type 6, North Brabant, nos 1 9-2 1 (tumuli I I I  and IV) and type 7, North Brabant, 
no 1 2  (tumulus I I ) .  

1 7-8 K n e g s e l , Municipality of Vessem. Cemetery of 8 barrows on the E and SE bank 
of the Huismeer, between Knegsel and Zandoerle (Part I, fig. 2) ,  drained 1 5  to 20 
years ago. C .  C. W. J. H ijszeler, 1 95 1 -2. 
TUllllllus Ill, remains of a mound of yellow sand - Stone Age according to H ijszeler 
- surrounded by an inner double closely spaced pc. (type 6 ,  North Brabant, no 22) 
and by a few phh. of an outer s ingle widely spaced pc.  ( int. : c. 4). Central grave 
destroyed. On the mOllnd 3 intersecting rdd .  of an encroaching urnfield ; inside one 
of them an urn ( I ron Age). The largest rd. showed a gap on the S E  side. 
PSSAIN I I I , 2 ,  April 1 952 ,  p .  27 ; Beex, BH IV,  1 952 ,  pp .  1 5-6. 
Tllnllllus VI was a barrow of sods raised on a still incompletely podsolized subsoil .  
Slightly outside the edge o f  the barrow were remains o f  a n  incomplete pc. Central, 
roughly circular grave pit, containing a cremation and large fragments of burnt 
logs. The mound was apparently raised over a burnt-out pyre. Early Bronze Age, 
according to H ijszeler. 
PSSAIN I l l , 2 ,  April 1 952 ,  p .  27 ; Beex, BH IV, 1 952 ,  p .  1 6 . 
The cemetery, over which an urnfiel'd with circular ditches was later laid out, 
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probably bordered a prehistoric road ( E-W) bet\\'een bogs and fens. On this road 
may also have lain the large cemetery near Knegsel (see postcircle types 5, 6 and 7) 
and other archaeological sites.  The distance from the hamlets of Toterfout and 
H ah'e M ij l  is some 1 500 and 2200 metres respectiHly as the crow flies. - For the 
other pcc. of this cemetery cf.  type 5,  North B rabant, no 7 (tumulus V) ,  type 6, 
North B rabant, nos 22-4 (tumuli I l l ,  IV and V)  and type 7 ,  North B rabant, nos 
1 3-4 (tumuli I and I l ) .  Between tumuli II and 1 1  I post markings (c. IS large phh . )  
the  meaning of which has  not  become clear. Two further tumuli were too much 
damaged to afford data about their construction . 

LIl\'I B UR G  

1 -4 S w a l m e n . F .  C .  Bursch; 1 937 .  Duri ng t h e  excavations of a number of barrows 
near Swalmen in  1 93 6-8 - among \"hich were some \'ery fine Neolithic and 
Aeneol ithic barrows of the Beaker culture, with beehive-shaped graves, etc. -
several s ingle widely spaced pcc. were discO\·ered . The barrows were generally 
not completely exca"ated. 
TIIIIIII/lIS 2 ( 1 937) contained an inhumation burial at ground level ( ? ) within its pc. 
(dm. : c .  1 1 .50,  5 + 5 phh . ) ,  and a sec. cremation burial . 
TlIlIlllllls J ( 1 937) ,  probably raised in several phases ; inside the pc. (dm. : c. 9, 5 , 7 
phh . )  a number of phh .  by a slightly eccentric S\Y-;,\E gra\'e \\' ith remains of a 
si lhouette ; high up in the mound a cremation buria l .  
TI/IIIII/IIS -I ( 1 937) ,  probably a two-peI i od barrow, wi th : 
( I )  A very i rregularly spaced pc. (dm . : c. 9, 8 + .Y phh . ) .  
( 2 )  Fine pc. (dm. : c .  1 2 , 5 -+- 6 phh . )  o f  very large p h h .  - A t  the centre the tl\'O 
graves corresponding to these pcc . This sod-built  barrow contained much charcoal . 
Urn burial near a ph .  of the outer pc.  

5 K o n i n g s l u s t , ;\ I unicipal i ty of Helden. F .  C . BlIrsch, 1 938 .  
A very f ine  pc. (dm. : 7 . 80, 8 phh . )  placed on the inner l ip and partly in the  fi l l ing 

of a large id. ( int .  dm . :  c. 7 . 80) in the E part of the u rnfield . At the centre , which 
had been destro\'ed, a small sherd was found. 

I The numbers DrclI /c, 110 J etc. correspond with the n umbering in  the descripti\'e 
l ist at the end of each type and on the maps, figs 46, So and 5 5 .  

2 Cf. also 2 square phh .  approximately placed on the axis of the ci rcle of round phh .  
in tumulus I I  on the Rechte Heide near  Goirle (type 5 ,  l'\ orth Brabant, no 2) .  

" In  digging and cutting sods long narro\" oak spades were probably used. 
� Dr C. C. \\1 . J .  H ijszeler claimed to have obsen'ed this phenomenon i n  a tumulus 

near Knegsel (see postcircle type 5, l'\orth Brabant,  no 7 and type 6 ,  N orth B rabant, no 2+). 
5 See pp. 1 5 3-6. 
• The sphere of activity of the Rijksmuseum \'an Oudheden at Leiden ( D rs J .  H .  

H olwerda, A .  E .  Remouchamps and F .  C .  Bursch) lay mainly on the Vel llwe. They often 
confined themsel ves to partial excavation, generally by a sizable trial trench through the 
centre of the barro\\·. I n  many i ncompletely dug tumuli peripheral constructions -
especially timber ci rcles - may thus have gone unobsen'ed, and this ,  wC:' think, is one 
of the reasons why the Veluwe is sho\"n on the distribution maps (figs 46, 50 and SS ) 
with no more than a sprinkl ing of them . In th� relati\'ely fe\" excavations carried out here' 
by Van Giffen several pcc. ha\'(;' been found. At  the same time it  is true that tumuli without 
any clear peripheral structures are not ran: on the \'elu\\·e. 

In a number of cases Bursch obsen'ed traces of posts in the edges of Veluwe barrows, 
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\\'ithout being able to fit thenl. i nto any recognized postcircle type. Among them are Putten, 
tumulus 1 2  ( F .  C .  Bursch, 1 928 ; O,yl Leiden, i\R XIV.  1 93 3 ,  pp.  43-5 : part of a type 3 
postcircle ( ? ) ,  according to Bursch perhaps supporting posts of a dome) ; Oostereng near 
Bennekom, tumulus 1 2  ( Rursch, 1 <)2<) ; O.VI Leidell . :\,R X I V, 1 93 3 ,  pp. 5 3-5) .  In North 
Holland : H ilversum, tumulus 2 ( Bursch. I <) H ;  O,VI Leidell, NR XVI ,  1 93 5 ,  pp. 50-2 : 
i rregularly spaced phh. round grave), tumulus 4 ( ibid. 1 93 5 ,  pp.  5 2-4 :  very i ncompletely 
dug barrow with 6 phh. in the edge). 

For the Dutch mortuary houses see pp. 1 42 -9 ,  figs 66-7 . 
< E.g. by Holwerda ; see p. 3 .  
" This pc. type seems to make a belated appearance locally i n  the ( Late) I ron Age, 

nz. in the ringditch urnfield at Laudermarke (cf. G roningen, nos 4-7) ,  where one of the 
specimens must certainly be later than a ringditch of the urn field (no 6). - Although a 
d irect relationship may be doubted we may perhaps alsQ make passing mention of three 
very small pcc. (graves 8 ,  9 and 1 0 ;  dm. pcc. : c. 2 . 5 0 ; number of post- or stakeholes : 5 , 6 
and 7 respectively) observed by Holwerda ( 1 926) in the ;Vlerovingian cemetery of Putten 
on the Veluwe. vVithin no 8 lay fragments of a :\ Ierovi ngian b i-conical urn with wheel­
stamped decoration ; no 10 contained a few sherds of grey ware and, isolated from these, 
fragments of a coarse-walled iV lerovingian urn, together with cremated bones. Probably 
6th-7th century A. D. A number of sub-rectangular grave pits with coffins, contain ing 
clear silhouettes - generally E-W - were surrounded by sub-circular or oval ring­
d i tches . OlvI Leidell , NR VI I ,  1 926, pp. cx-cxxv, especially p .  cxvi .  



TYPE 4 
The circle of widely spared paired posts 

Type 4 is the rarest form of t imber circle In the Netherlands. No more than 
two specimens have been recorded so far, both situated in the ' Eight Beatitudes' 
(fig. 46) . The first of these was excavated in 1 934 by W. J. A. W i l l e m s , near 
Hooge M ierde, the second near Bergeik in 1 95 1  by P. ] .  R. Modderman .  I n  
both cases the circle consisted o f  2 0  postholes, viz. 1 8  in  pairs and 2 single holes, 
the latter doubtless representing an entrance, on the E side in both cases. The 
,"vhole was surrounded by a circle of close-set stakes. The diameters of the two 
postcircles were respectively c .  1 0. 80 and c. 1 0  metres, of the stakecircles c. 
1 2 . -20 and c .  1 3 . 50 metres. 

Recollstruction. We are again  concerned with a r ing of upright timbers round 
the foot of the barrow. As to the height of the posts all relevant data are lacking. 
Their disposition in close-set pairs suggests that the posts were connected by 
l intels at the top, with the exception of the entrance. The position is reminiscent 
of the Stonehenge trilithons, whose remarkable mortise and tenon joints probably 
derived from constructions in wood such as we may have in the type 4 postcircle. 
VVith regard to the enclosing stakecircle it is a safe assumption that the stakes 
were connected by wattl ing. 

Dating n·idence. Direct dating e\'idence is not avai lable. The podsolization 
and composition of the mounds indicate that these are post-Neolithic monu­
ments. Secondary burials in ' Deverel ' urns in both cases afford a termillus 
anie quem . Type 4 would accord ingly also belong to the Early and Middle 
Bronze Age. 

N O RTH BRABAl\'T 

*1 H o n g e r e n s c h e  H e i d e , l\ I unicipality of H ooge en Lage l\ I ierde. 1IIIIIIIIIIs b. 

W .  J. A. Wi l lems, 1 934 .  
This tumulus, with exceptionallY f ine podsol ization , \\'as su rrounded by a regular 
si ngle circle of 1 8  phh .  placed in  pai rs (dm. : 1 0 .50-1 1 . 20) , and t\\·o further single 
phh . ,  with an i nterval of 2 metres, on the E side, making a total of 20 phh .  
(9 >' 2 + 2 ) .  The  two single holes doubtless represent an entrance. The  pc.  was sur­
rounded by a circle of close-set stakes (dm. : 1 2 .00- 1 2 .40) .  At the centre lay a \VS\\'­
ENE grave with the remains of a coffin ( ?) contai ning a cremation. In the gran' 
pit  some stakeholes were found.  A cOI)1pletely crushed ' Deverel' urn \\'ith raised 
cordon formed a sec. i nterment .  
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Umell'1-'eldell, 1 93 5 ,  pp, 1 34-7 ; see aiso Van Giffen, PPS IV, 1 938,  pp, 269-7 1 .  
Postholes also came to l ight i n  tumuli a and c - i n  c e\'en 4 sets o f  paired phh, -
but these could be interpreted variously, A cremation had been deposited in one of 
the phh. of  tumulus G ,  which had apparently been bui lt  over the remains of  a pyre. 
This barrow yielded 4 sec. cremation burials and 3 cremation-filled ' Deverel' urns 
(fig. 5 9 :  8, I I ,  1 5 ) ·  In tumulus c, which had also been raised over the remains of 
a pyre, 3 sec. urnless cremations and 5 sec. ' Deverel '  urns (fig. 59 : 9- 10, 1 2-4) 
\\'ere found.  

2 B e r g e i k, �'v lunicipality of Bergeik. P .  ] .  R.  :Y l odderman, 1 95 1 .  
A sod-built barrow recently i nvestigated here was almost identical with no I .  The 
pc. (dm . : c. 10, 9 X 2 + 2. = 2.0 phh.)  had an entrance on the E side, and was 
equally surrounded by a stakecircle (dm. : c. 1 3 .50,  c .  1 30 stakeholes). Apart from 
the central primary inhumation grave there was a similar contemporary grave . 
Both were surrounded by traces of posts. 7 cremation-filled ' Deverel' urns were 
secondaries , several of them decorated with a finger-tipped raised cordon below 
the rim. On top of  the barrow an U rnfield ringdi tch.  
Beex, BH I l l ,  1 95 1 ,  p. 47 , 
At some 500 metres S of the barrow lay another, of clean sand, surrounded by a 
shallow rd. (dm . : 1 1 .40) interrupted on the E side. A second barrow at this spot, 
of similar composition, had no peripheral constructions. Near these barrows lay 
two rdd . belonging to a nearby urnfield. 

In this connexion mention must also be made of three sets of paired phh. i n  a barrow 
at E in s t,  Municipality of  Epe, Province of Gelderland, excavated in 1 9 1 0 by ] .  H .  
Holwerda.  ONI Leiden, O R  V ,  1 9 1 1 ,  pp.  2. 1 -2..  These might have formed part of 
a circle of  widely spaced paired phh. - Two sets of paired phh. were also 
found on the E side of tumulus 1 B of the Toterfout-Halve M ij l  group. See 
Part I, fig. 9 · 



TYPE 5 

The single closely spaced ci" c1e of posts 

Type 5 is not a very common type of postcircle. The first examples were 
discovered in 1 908 and 1 9 1 1 by J .  H .  H o l w e r d a  near Uddel (Gelderland, nos 
1-3) .  The number of specimens recorded so far is 1 3 .  

The diameter of the circles averages ,some 9 metres, and the average number 
of postholes is about 40. 

The posts were set in more or less closely fitting holes. The diameter of the 
posts i s  from 0. 1 0  to 0 .20 metres. A striking feature were two square postholes 
on the SV\l-NE axis of the circle, lO otherwise consisting of round postholes, 
surrounding tumulus I I  of the ' Vtjfberg' group on the Rechte Heide near 
Goirle (North Brabant, no 2). Possibly these were intended for higher posts. 
A vestigial entrance was seen in tumulus 3 on the Bergsham near Garderen 
(Gelderland, no 4), excavated by Van Giffen .  This barrow also contained the 
finest mortuary house discovered in  the Netherlands (fig. 67 : 5 ) ,  and was dated 
by a bronze find (fig. 49). An external doubling of the postcircle, over a distance 
of c. 5 . 50  metres, in one of the Uddel circles (Gelderland, no 3) may also 
be connected . with an entrance blocking. I n  tumulus 1 8  on the H ijkerveld 
(Drente, no I )  a postcircle and internal ringditch seem to belong to the same 
phase of construction. In several cases it is difficult to distinguish between 
types 5 and 9·  

In Drente type 5 is very rare (2  specimens). On the Veluwe 4 specimens have 
so far been found, in North Holland I ,  and in North Brabant 7. The distribution 
area of the single closely spaced postcircle seems therefore mainly to be confined 
to the centre and South of the country (fig. 50). It is the more remarkable that 
one specimen was found in the low country in Korth Holland, at Zwaagdijk, 
the base of which lay at - 1 .66 NAP (North Holland, no I ) . 

The evidence concerning primary and secondary burials agrees more or less 
with that for type 3 .  

Recollstruction . The postholes shO\y that they must once have contained upright 
timbers standing at the foot of the barro,,·. The original height above ground of 
the posts can again only be guessed. In vi.ew of the close spacing of the postholes 
the presence of l intels would seem unlikely for this type. The original appearance 
of a barrow with single closely spaced postcircle wil l  not have differed consider-
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ably from that of a barrow with type 2 circle, the latter 
being placed slightly within the base of the mound.  

Dating e·ridence. On the top of the remains of  the 
mortuary house in tumulus 3 on the Bergsham near 
Garderen ( Gelderland, no 4) Van Giffen

· 
found a 

broken bronze rapier (fig. 49), with 4 rivets, dating 
from the Early Bronze Age (Montelius I 1 ,  c. 1 300 
B .C . ) .  Tumulus 18 on the Hijkerveld (Drente, 
no I )  Van Giffen still dates in the Aeneolithic 
period. The tumuli excavated by Holwerda at 
Uddel ( Gelderland, nos 1 -3) should probably be 
placed in the Earl iest Bronze Age. 

I n  one case a type 5 postcircle was probably 
older than one of type 6 (North Brabant, no 7),  in 
another case older than one of type 8 (North Brabant ,  
type 5 ,  no 3 and type 8 ,  no I ) . I n  this last tumulus a 
secondary interment in a barrel-shaped ' Deverel' urn 
formed a terminus ante quem. In two cases two type 5 
postcircles occurred in a two-period monument (Gel­
derland, nos 2-3 and North Brabant, nos 5-6). 

The single closely spaced circle of posts, type 5 ,  
which must b e  related t o  the Aeneolithic type 2, 

probably mainly dates from the Early Bronze Age, 
and goes on into the Middle Bronze Age. 

DRENTE 

( H ij k e r v e l  d ,  Municipality of Beilen, [lImll/lls 18. 
A .  E. van Giffen ,  1 930. 
Central barrow of grey sand, with oval rd. ( int .  dm. : 
5 . 2.0-6-40) within which was an eccentric NNE-SSW 
grave with trunk coffin containing a cremation. 
Outside the rd. an angular pc. (dm . : 1 1 .00- ( 2. .00, 
54 + 5 phh.)  with a straight section on the SE side, 
and some phh . missing on the N \N side. The pc. 
was possibly accompanied by a sand capping, 
clearly showing in  one of the sections. Van Giffen 
assigned rd. and pc. to a single phase of construction, 
and postulated a bank outside. He dated the monu­
ment to the Aeneol ithic period. I t  is a possibi l ity 
that this was a two-period monument. A fragment 
of a perforated stone hammer( -axe ?)  was found In 
the edge . 
ND'V 1 93 5 ,  p. 1 02. ; PPS 1 938 ,  pp.  2.6 1 -2..  
Cf.  a lso type 3 ,  Drente , no 2. (tumulus 5 ) .  
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2 E m m e r  D e n  n e n, Municipality of Emmen, tUnlllllls I. F. C .  Bursch, 1 93 I .  
Remains of a barrow, the pc.  of which had already been more than three quarters 
destroyed. The main grave consisted of a large, i rregularly rectangular discoloration 
with local patches of charcoal and a few stones. Two sec. tangential graves, each 
with its trunk coffin ; one of the latter contained a fine silhouette, the head towards 
the NNW. 
OM Leidell ,  NR XVI I ,  1 936,  pp.  56-7 . 
Cf. also type 3 ,  Drente, nos 5 - 1 0  (tumuli I V ,  V I ,  V I I ,  V I I I  and X I )  and type 6,  
Drente, no I (tumulus V I I ) . 

GELDERLAN D 

* 1 -3 U d d e l , Municipality of Apeldoorn, 11I7IIulus A .  ] .  H .  Holwerda, 1 908, 1 9 1 1 .  
I nside the ' HlIlllleschalls', an Early Medie\'al horseshoe rampart l inking up with the 
Uddel lake, lay a low mound. It consisted of ' ashy, greyish-brown sand' .  Possibly 
i t  was a two-period barrow ; in the first period i t  was probably surrounded by the 
foundation trench (dm. : c .  20), in  which Holwerda saw tracES of small posts (pos­
sibly a s ingle closely spaced pc. in  foundation trench, type 2). The second period 
would then correspond to the incomplete, fairly closely spaced pc. (dm. : c .  1 6) of 
rammed-in small posts (dm. : c. o .  I 0). On the E side, where no phh. were found,  
the pc. would, according to Holwerda, have been open (towards the rising sun), but  
i t  seems more l ikel\' that a number of  phh.  had been destroyed, or  went unnoticed 
during excavation .  Within the pc. - where 6 further phh. were found - the ground 
had been ' paved with small stones' .  Three ' fire pits' - possibly gra\'es - were 
discovered here by Holwerda ; one of them contained ' scraps of animal bones' .  
'These hearths were still  filled with black charcoal ' .  Centrally a t  ground level a fairly 
large stone was found, the upper surface of which showed clear traces of polishing. 
A number of Beaker sherds were also discO\'ered, as well as Passage Grave \\'are, flint 
fragments, and part of a perforated stone hammer( -axe ?)  (I\eolithic-Aeneol i thic). 
On the N edge of the barrow, traces of a probably Early Medieval turf bank 
were visible .  - The monument offered the first D utch instance of a circle of posts 
( 1 908).  H olwerda assigned i t  to the ' Bell Beal,er culture' and drew attention to 
' the great resemblance' to British stone circles , e.g. Stonehenge. 
I n  1 842 Dr L. ] .  F. ] anssen drove two trenches (E-V\1 and N-S ) ,  which must 
have destroyed much important evidence, crosswise through this barrow. Only a 
quantity of charcoal, a scrap of coarse pottery and a f lint flake were found. NB IV ,  
1 844, p .  8 1 .  
OM Leidell , O R  I l l ,  1 909, pp.  3 9-42 ; ef. also Van Giffen ,  Ballarl , 1 930 ,  pp.  1 0 7 - 1 0 .  
Another monument excavated here ( 1 9 1  I ) , si tuated S o f  the ' HIIIIIII'Sclialls ' near tumu­
Ius  B (type 3 ,  Gelderland, no I ) ,  was composed of brownish-grey soi l .  Probably 
i t  was another two-period barrow not interpreted as such. In the subsoil were 
two non-concentric, fairly i rregular pcc. : the inner (dm . : c. 8, 46 phh.)  consisting 
of smaller, the outer (dm . :  c. 1 0 , 44 phh . )  of larger phh. On the S\�' side an 
extra row of 8 phh. ran outside the outer circle over a distance of c .  5 . 50  metres .  
The outer pc .  showed a clear shift to the i'\ E ;  t\\"O of its interl'als, diametrically 
opposed on the N and S sides, were some\\'hat larger than the rest. 'At the centre 
of the round palisade structure the soil was burnt red, and much charcoal was present, 
mixed with some fragments of bone, and round about in  the circular structure 
burnt bones had been interred in  se\:eral places ' .  According to Holwerda these 
were traces of fairly incomplete cremation. A few inconspicuous fragments of Bell 
Beaker pottery were disco\'ered in  this barro\\' , particular:y in  the fil ling of some 
phh. ; and a small bronze butt0n was found by one of the shallow cremation burials 
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\Ve may also note that Holwerda's ground plan probably indicates a rectangular 
tangential grave pit on the N side,  whi le at the centre of the barro\\' some pits were 
also marked, iV £any s takeholes - some in rows - showed in the area enclosed b,' 
the pcc . l l  
Ok/ Leiden, O R  V I ,  [ 9 [ 2 , pp. [ 1 -2. 
The Bell Beaker ware found in the barrows in all probabil i ty indicates no more 
than a lerlllinlls post qllell/ . 
Cf. also type 3 ,  Gelderland, no I (tumulus B) and t"pe 9, Gelderland, no I (tu­
mulus C).  

-+ G a r d e r e  n,  ;\ [unicipality of Barneveld,  the ' Bergsham',  1II IIIlIIIIs J .  A.  E.  van 
Giffen, [ 93 5 .  
This partial ly excavated tumulus,  consisting o f  grey sand and sods , had a fine pc. 
(dm. : c .  [ 0 .30,  3 5  + c.  1 5  phh. ) .  Two phh. were outside the circle on the S side, 
3 . 20 metres apart. They may have belonged to an entrance, or a reminiscence of one, 
for the pc. did not show a corresponding anomaly at this place. At the centre lay a 
small NW-SE grave pit with a carbonized coffin (0 .20 by 0.4°), containing cremated 
bones (of a child, iI!fans I). At 0.65 above i t  lay a thick layer of cremated bone and char­
coal. On this layer was discovered a broken bronze rapier ( I . : 0.4°), with four rivets at 
the broadened head (fig. 49) ( Early Bronze :.\ge, Montelius I I ,  c .  1 300 B . C . ) .  The 
charcoal layer was bounded bv 7 phh . ,  and traces of two parallel boards on the SW 
side. At a deeper level these appeared as a trapezoid configuration of 8 phh.  
( 1 . 20 by 2 . 3°) ,  with NW-SE longitudinal axis  (f ig .  67 : 5 ) .  The primary cremation 
bu rial lay inside it, at the N\N extremity.  Van Giffen interpreted these phenomef.la 
as the remains of a

' 
collapsed rectangular mortuary house, 1 . 20 by 2 . 3 0  metres, 

with planked walls between four corner posts and four intermediate posts. The 
building seemed to have stood to a height of 0.80 and to have been surrounded 
by a sloping revetment of sods. Above the central grave structure 6 fnrther small 
cremation burials were encountered, one with two small bronze rings, ;lnd one with 
a small handled pot. According to Van Giffen these were either secondary interments 
or  offerings. The 'vV slope of the mound contained five gra\'es with cremations, 
sunk from different levels corresponding to at least 3 later additions to the barrow 
slope on that side. Thus the space between tumulus 3 and tumulus 3'  (linking up with 
it on the W side) was gradually filled in .  Tl/lIIl1ll1s J' ,  a two-period monument built 
of grey sand and sods, contained a central primary grave pit l ined b�1 carbonized 
beams. I nside lay two patches of cremated bone (double grave ? ) .  A second central 
grave was not found . In the excavated part of this barrow 6 sec. interments were 
discovered. One of these was n deep grave pit with trunk coffin,  showing a skull 
silhouette at the E end ; among the others were se,'eral large cremation burials from 
various periods, one again in a trunk coffi n.  Outwardly tumuli 3 and 3 '  formed one 
apparently homogeneous oblong oval tumulus, the excavated part of  which yielded 
no less than 20 interments at the least. 
Gelre XL, 1 93 7 ,  pp. 1 1 -3 .  
This cemetery, very picturesquely situated on the  highest point of  the  ' Bergsham' ,  
comprises 6 tum uli ,  o f  which 3 have been partially excavated . Tumulus 2 ,  o f  dark 
sand and sods, had been built  over the remains of a pyre . Three sec. graves were 
found, one with a trunk coffin in which a skull silhouette could be seen. This tumulus 
would also appear to be a two-period monument of the Early Bronze Age. Tumulus 
5 showed at least 5 successive phases of construction. A shallow primary N'vV-SE 
grave with cremation was found at the centre. Only two trenches were made in this 
barrow : one diametrically, and on'e on the SW side. [n the edge no less than 
2 I sec. tangential graves were found, dug from the slopes of the successive phases 
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( 1 1  cremation buri als, i ncluding 6 i n  large gra\'es, further graves wi th trunk coffi m 

. conta in ing i nhumation burials) . Many intersections occurred .  Some 50 huri als may 
well have been made in this monument.  Sherds of a largE' \'essel with raised cordon, 
decorated wi th vertical nai l  impressions, \\'ere also found in the barro\\' (Late 
Bronze Age). 

NORTH HOLLA!':D 

I Z w a a g d ij k , Munic i pal i ty uf \h,'ervershoof, tlllllll/IIS I V.  A. E .  \'an Giffcn, 1 942 .  

This barrow (floor : - 1 . 66 1'\ AP) had heen bui lt  from i m'erted tun'es on arable 
soil  ( t i l led old dune or sea sand) .  The monument \\'as possihly erected i n  two phases, 
the f irst ha\' ing an oval pc.  (dm. : 7 .00-7 .50 ,  '3 2  phh . ) ,  the sE'cond a rd . ( in t .  dm. : 
1 0 .00) . A (pri mary) burial was not found ; it was probably an i nhumation burial 
at ground level . Van Giffen datl's the barrow to the Early or i\1 iddlc B ronze .-\gf' 
(c .  1 400- 1 000 B . C . ) .  I n  the u pper levels the remains of s ix  \'ariously oriented mu­
t i lated skeletons \\'ere found, not al l  of adults ,  \Ve may perhaps think of the ' war­
riors of Count Wil l iam 1 1 '  (d . 1 2 56 )  who are popularl\' bel ieved to han' been i n ­
terred here. 
West-Fries/alld X\' I I ,  1 944, pp.  1 27 ·8. 
The barrow was one of a group of 20 tumul i ,  3 of which have so far been exca\·ated . 
Tumulus I was a two-period monument with two rdd . ,  the outer of \yhich was trapezoid 
in shape . Both phases of construction had a central cremation burial ; the 
s i lt ing of the outer rd. yielded an amber bead. This moupd was also bui lt  of 
tun'es on an arable surface (c. - 1 . 75  NAP) with plough-markings . Tumulus I I I 
(floor : - 1 .68 NAP) was also a two-period monument with 2 rdd . - Notwith­
standing their low level,  at c .  - 1 .70 NAP, the tumuli  had .a fresh \\'ater em· ironment.  
No marine types were found among the mollusca . Tumuli V-I X  and XX art' 
ringdi tch tumul i . 

NORTH B R A B ANT 

1 K n e g s e l , M un icipal i ty of Vessem, tllllllllllS B. \\' . C. B raat, 1 934-5 . 

This 10\\ tumulus had a pc.  (dm. : c. 6 .40, 1 7  + 1 3  phh . ?) \yhich had largely been 
destroyed by two non -concentric rdd .  dug on the moun d . 1 2  These, in their turn, \\'erl' 
i ntersected by a ' ri dge' type field,  \\'hieh was itself cut across by a th ird rd. ly ing against 
the barrow on the \�, s ide.  On the \V side 2 further phh.  were found outsidE' th� pc.  
'The centre of the tumulus consisted of pure sand,  but turned out to ha\'e bf'f'n com­
pletely d isturbed,  so that no trace could be found of thc i nterment ' .  
OM LeidclI, N R  X V I I ,  1 936,  p p .  40- 1 , 4 3 .  
Cf. type 6 ,  I'\ orth Brabant, nos 1 4-6 (tulllul i  E and F) ,  and type 7 ,  Aorth B rabant, 
nos 1 -2 (tumuli C and D). See also H olwcrda & Smit, Cnt .  1 9 1 7 , pp. 3 2-8. 

2 R e  c h t e J-I e i d e ,  i\ lun icipal ity of Goirle, tllll/II/IIS JJ ( ' Ga/genberg' ?) .  A. E .  van 
Giffen,  1 93 5 .  

Two-period monument, consisting of: 
( I )  Sod-built mound with pc.  (dIll . : 8 -40-9 . 20, 34 phh. )  raised O\'er a shallo\\', rec­
tangular S\\'-NE gra\'e with cremation .  T\\'o carbonized oak beams l ay in the gran' 
lengthwise, and near the S\\' end 2 deeper patches of charcoal occurred .  The latter 
Van Giffen i n terpreted as stakeholes belonging to the pyre, charcoal froIll which la�' 
also spread over the old surface around the gra\'e pit ; perhaps thcy could also be 

Palaeohistoria, Vol. I l l .  4 



� o  ) Barrows su rrounded by Rings of Posts 

explained as two stake holes of a temporary mortuary house. A remarkable feature 
\I'erc t\\"o dinmetrical ly opposed phh. in the SvV-NE axis of the pc . ,  which is a lmost 
para l le l  to that of the primary grave to the NvV of it. vVhere all other phh. \\'ere round, 
these tll'O had been squared, and the intervals on either side of them were s l ightly 
l arger than else\\·here . On the SE side the pc. ran straight, perhaps in connexlOn 
\\' i th an entrance blocking. 

(2) A small 'Idd ition of sods on the NE slope apparently accompanied a tangential 
gral'e high on the s lope. Among the cremated bones of this grave was a trapezoidal 
hone plaque, decorated with circles, probably part of a comb . .  -\nother tangential 
sec. gral'e pit with cremation was discovered outside the pc. on the \VS\V side. 
S l ightlv N of the primary grave l ay a WN\V-ESE grave with coffin, i n  which a 
fe\\' back teeth and a cervical vertebra \\'ere found, indicating burial  with the head 
to the \VN\V. Probably these were the remains of a criminal from the 1 6th or 
1 7 th century, as the barrow seems to have served as a gal lows mound. 
Brnb. Oergesdl . ,  1 937 ,  pp.  23-7 .  
F o r  the other barrows with pcc. o f  t h i s  group cf. type 3 ,  North Brabant, nos 2-3 (tu­
muli  I I I  and IV),  type 6, North Brabant, no I (tumulus V), tvpe 7 ,  North Brabant, 
no 4 ( tumulus \' T ) .  

3 O s s,  \ Iunicipality of Oss, tllll/IIIIIS ].  F.  C .  Bursch, 1 93 5 .  
Probably a two- or three-period monument. The very low tumulus was surrounded 
by : 
( I )  A probably primary s ingle closely spaced pc. (dm . : 5 . 80, 29 + 5 phh. i ) .  
(2)  A n  i rregular double t o  quadruple p c .  (cf. type 8,  North Brabant, n o  I ) . 
(3 )  An O\'al I'd. (max. into  dm. : C. 1 7) ,  its main axis WSW and ENE. 
At  the centre the primary grave was found, a grave pit  lying \VN'vV and ESE,  with a 
skull  s i lhouette' at the ESE end. Near the edge of the grave a ' Deverel' urn, with 
finger-tipped cordon (fig. 58 : I S) ,  formed a sec. interment. Among the cremated 
bones in the urn was a burnt bone pin .  
ONl Leide1l ,  N R  XV I I I ,  1 937 ,  pp .  2-3 ; Nlarbllrger StIIdiell , 1 938 ,  pp .  20- 1 . 
Cf. also type 7, North B rabant, no 3 (tumulus 2 ) .  

4 T o t e r f o u t-H a l v e  M ij l , Municipal ity o f  Veldhoven, t u  mu I u s  1 2  (dm. pc. : 
6 . 20-6 .60, 26 + 1 9  phh . ) .  See Part r ,  p. 62 .  

5-6 H o o g e l o o n , 'Municipality of Hoogeloon etc . ,  the ' Zwartellberg' .  H. Brunsting , 
1 950 .  
For  the small s ingle closely spaced pc. and a segment of another, lying by the 
' Z1cartellberg' on the E side, cf. Part I, pp. 1 0 ' 1 and postcircle type 3, North 
Brabant, no 1 5 .  

7 K n e  g s e  I ,  Municipality o f  Vessem, cemetery on the S and S E  bank o f  the Huis­
meer, {IIII/IIIIIS V. C .  C .  V<I. J.  Hijszeler, 1 95 1 -2 .  
This mound ( h . : C .  I ,  dm. : C .  1 0 . 50), raised from inverted sods, was su rrounded b y  
two pcc. : a n  inner, oval, s ingle closely spaced p c .  (dm . : C .  7 . 2 5 ) ,  a n d  an outer, 
fairly polygonal, double closely spaced pc. (dm . : C .  10 . 50 ; type 6, North Brabant, 
no 24). The outer ring showed a clear entrance b locking on the ESE side. 
H ijszeler considered the pcc. as concentric and assumed that they formed part 
of one and the same design. The, inner stood at the exact foot of the barrow ; 
between the two pcc. there would have been 'a circular road running round the 
monument p roper' (width : 0 .75- 1 .25 ) .  Sl ightly eccentric grave i n  the shape of a 



-

Type 5 

pile of charcoal \\'ith a small quantity of cremated bone . Earl y Bronze Age, according 
to H ijszeler. On the mound an u rnfield rd. In our opinion the pcc. belong to t\\'o 
different phases of construction .  
PSSAJl": I I I ,  2 ,  Apr i l  1 95 2 ,  p .  27 ,  fig. 2 ;  Beex, EH I V ,  1 95 2 ,  pp.  1 5-6. See for 
the other pcc. of this cemetery type 3, North B rabant, nos 1 7-8 (tumuli I I I  and V I ) ,  
type 6 ,  North B rabant, nos 22-4 (tumul i  I I I ,  I V  and V ) ,  type 7 ,  North B rabant, 
nos 1 3-5 (tumuli I and I l ) .  

10 Cf. also tumulus 8 a t  Toterfout-Hall·e Mij l .  
1 1  For H ol\\"erda's interpretation o f  t h e  gral·e structure see also p p .  1 6-7 . 
12 See p .  9 ,  note 76. 
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The dOl/hie closely spaced circle of posts 

Type 6 is, after type 3 ,  the commonest form. The first instance was dis­
co\'ered by A..  E. \' a n  G i ff e n  at Wessinghuizen, Province of Groningen , 
in 1 927 .  The number of specimens recorded so far is 3 5 .  

The internal diameter of the circle varies between +. 60 and 1 3  o r  1 4  metres, 
the a\'erage diameter is some 9 metres ; the number of postholes varies between 
c. 70 (Groningen, no I )  and c. 1 63 ( Friesland, no I ) , 1 1 0 being the a\'erage. The 
most impressive examples were the ' Calgellberg' at Westerbork (Drente, no 2) 
and tumulus 1 2  at Oudemolen (Drente, no 7), both excavated by Van Giffen, 
where the inte.rnal diameter of the postcircle was some 13 or 14 metres. The smal lest 
was found by H. Brunsting under tumulus I I I  near Waalwijk, Municipality of Riet­
hoven (North Brabant, no 1 9) ,  with an internal diameter of +60 metres. By and 
large, the different postcircle types have larger internal diameters in the North 
of the contry than in North Brabant, especially types 6 and 7 (some [ I  and 8 
metres respectively, on an average). 

As regards posts and postholes we can almost repeat what was said of type 5 .  
I n the majority o f  cases the posts must have been rammed in,  but occasional ly 
they were sunk into more or less closely fitting holes dug at the foot of the 
barrow. The shape of the ring is quite frequently oval ,  or even polygonal ,  the 
oblong oval of tumulus 22A of Toterfout-Halve Mij l  being a very remarkable 
case. l3 Blocked entrance.:; occur frequently. They appear as a local expansion 
or contraction of the circumference . As an additional element a circle of close­
set stakes was found in two cases. I n  the one, in the ' Biesterveldheuvel' near De 
Knolle (Friesland, no I ) ,  the stakecircle was internal ; in the other, the second 
phase of tumulus 8 at Toterfout-Halve Mij l  (North Brabant, no 2), it was exter­
nal. In the first case the very clear entrance blocking in the postcircle on the 
NNW side corresponded with a gap of 4 .50 metres in the stakecircle. 

In the North of the country postcircles of type 6 are relatively scarce compared 
to those of type 3 ( I [ and 58 specimens respectively ; figs 46 and 50). Mostly 
the circle marks the circumference of a secondary sod capping on an older 
barrow ( Drente, nos [ ,  2 ,  4, 6 and 7) .  On the Veluwe no tumulus with double 
c losely spaced circle has so far been recorded. In North Brabant i t  is the 
commonest type (24 examples). For the central graves and the secondary 
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i nterments practically the same considerations apply as for those of type 3 . 
kecolIstnlctioll . The postholes again indicate upright timbers placed round the 

foot of the barrow. In view of the close spacing there can be no more question 
of l intels here than with type 5 . The height of the posts above ground can again 
only be guessed. 

Datillg evidence. Direct dating evidence is not available.H In a three-period 
monument at Knegsel (North Brabant, nos 1 5-6) a centrally interred cinerary 
urn (fig. 59 : 6, PI. XXI I I : 1 -2) must belong to phase I with a type 6 postcircle . 1 5  
According t o  Waterbolk, period I o f  this tumulus must b e  contemporary 
with phase 7 of the Toterfout-Halve M ij l  ce

'
metery (fig. 74 : 7) .  

In one case a type 6 circle proved earlier than one of type 3 (type 3 , Drente, 
no 21 and type 6, Drente, no 4), in another (type 3, North Brabant, no 9 and 
type 6, North Brabant, no 2) i t  was later. In two cases a type 6 circle proved 
younger than one of type 7 (type 6, North Brabant, nos I I and 1 4  and type 7,  

North Brabant, nos 9 and I I ) . T""ice Van Giffen postulated a type 6 circle in direct 
association with a single widely spaced postcircle (type 3, Groningen, nos 2-3 
and type 6, nos 1 -2) . 16 I n  North Brabant two double closely spaced circles 
occurred in several cases in two-period barrows, and in a number of cases a barro\\' 
with type 6 circle was sealed beneath a secondary capping with ringditch . 
For the rest, the stratified evidence agrees with what we saw for type 3. I n  the 
province of Drente a Neolithic barro,,' mis in five cases found sealed beneath a 
capping of sods with double closely spaced postcircle (Drente, nos 1 ,  2, -t. 
6 and 7).  Once a secondary burial of a ' Deyerel '  urn formed a ter/llinlls aI/If qlle/ll 
(North Brabant ,  no 1 4) ,  as did ringditches elsewhere (Groningen, no I ,  Drente, 
no 5) and simple urn burials (Groningen, no 2 ,  Friesland, no I ) from LT rnfield 
times (Late Bronze to I ron Age). 

The double closely spaced circle of posts probably made its appearance 
in the Early Bronze Age, and \\"as In vogue in the Middle Bronze Age. 
Reminiscences of this elaborate circle of posts are no longer found in t he  
I ron Age. 

G RON I N GE;\" 

* 1 -2 \V e s s i n g h u i z e n , !\ I unicipality of Onst\\"edde .  :\ . E .  \"(111 G i ffen ,  1l )2 7 .  
TIIIIIU/IIS n ,  raised from fairly pure sand \\' ith many charcoal particles, contained a 
pc.  ( int .  dm. : c .  7) .  Possi bly th is be longed to a second phase of construction of t h e  
mound , as  t h e  phh .  penetrated the \"irgin soil o n l y  t o  a \'ery shaIl O\\' depth and 
could be followed up\\"ards to some height in the sect ions . Perhaps �hey shuuld 
be related to an old (vegeta t ion ? )  horizon found belo\\" the modern cO\'ering podsol .  
Outside the pc. five further phh .  were found on the \\' s ide ,  and one on the  E .  
These may ha\'e formed part of a pc. of type 3 ( G roningen , no 3 ) ,  the  cen tre of  
which showed a s l ight  S\\' shift (dm . : c .  9 . 50,  6 -r 6 phh.  ? ) .  In  tht' made soil 
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fi l l ing a disturbed central grave were found a hollow-based flint arrowhead, two 
fl int flakes, as well as a sherd of a herringbone Beaker and a sherd of Passage G ra\'c 
pottery. In part these finds might deri\'e from a shal low primary Beaker grave, 
scarcely  penetrating the subsoi l .  In the edgc of the barrow a number of semi­
microl ithic fl int scrapers "'ere found . Three sec .  tangential graves, one containing a 
clear trunk coffin, t\Hl of them cutting across the pc. On the SE side a c ircular rd . 
( i nt .  dm. : c. 2 . 50) of thc c()ntiguous urnfield lay in the slope of the barrow. 
VJIG 1 927,  pp. 5 8-60 ; EII/mr!, 1 930, pp. 6+-7 . 
TlIlIIlIllIs I, an exceptionally fine sod-built barrow, was surrounded by a double 
closely spaced inner pc. (int. dm. : 9.00- 1 0.00) and a non-concentric single widely 
spaced outer pc. (dm. : c .  1 2 .50,  1 6  phh . )  of oak posts. The double pc.  showed a 
s l ight N E  shift .  On the W side 2 phh.  of the single pc. had been more closely spaced, 
probably in connexion with an entrance, while on the S side there was a large i nterval . 
A straight stretch in the double pc. on the NE side, \I·here the phh.  are more closely 
spaced , may ha\'e been connected with an entrance blocking. Van Giffen assigned 
both pcc. to the same phase of construction, Slightly out of the true centre lay a 
deep E-\\1 gra\'e pit with trunk coffin .  Two sec. tangential graves, each with i ts 
trunk coffin, lay within the double pc" whil.s' a third cut aC(lrs a number of phh .  
of th is pc. ,-'\n urn \\' i th cremation (Early I ron :\gc) constituted a further sec .  inter­
ment. 
VNIG 1 927, pp. 60-5 ; Ballart, 1 930, pp. 67-72 . 

Cf. also type 3 ,  G roningen, nos 2-3 , and type 8, G roningen, no 1 ( tumulus I l l ) .  
Tumuli I- I l l  at  Wessi nghuizen are situated within a ringditch urnfield with 
keyhole-shaped and circular ditches. The pottery mainly consists of bi -conical 
urns and high -necked vessels of truncated pearshape with small handles on the 
shoulder ( Late Bronze - Early r ron Age). 

FR[ ESLA�D 

1 0 e K n o l i  e ,  Nlunicipal ity of Ooststelli ngwerf, the ' Biesterve/d/IeI("['el' .  A .  E .  van 
Giffen, 1 928. 

This sod-built mound was surrounded by a slightly oval pc. ( int .  dm, : 1 2 .00- 1 3 .00), 
with internal circle of close-set stakes (dm. : 1 1 .20- 1 2 . 20).  A 4.50 metre stretch on 
the Nl'iW side of the pc. \\'as set back, corresponding exactly with an interruption 
in the stakecircle. The present example was the first case of  a blocked entrance disco­
vered i n  the Netherlands. The charcoal in the phh . was found to be of oak. 
Somewhat outside the true centre lay a shallow, hardly noticeable depression, 
probably an inhumation at ground level. Slightly to the N of the centre a sec. 
interment came to l ight in the shape of a heavily damaged urn. A number of 
microli thic  artifacts were recovered from the mou nd. 
VY/je Fries XX IX,  1 929, pp. 50-4 ; Ballart, 1 930, pp. 7 2-4. 

DRENTE 

1 E m m e r  D e n n e n, Municipality of Emmen, tllmullls VII. F.  C .  Bursch, 1 93 2 .  
Two-period barrow, consisting of :  
( I )  A · primary barrow of sand with oval  rd.  ( int .  dm. : c .  7-8) ,  interrupted on the 
W side, surrounding an E-W grave with indistinct traces of a trunk coffin and faint 
silhouette. From the grave an S-Beaker with vertical herringbone pattern, and 
a roughly worked flint knife ; betw�en the rd. and the grave some five irregularly 
spaced phh.  (dm. : - c .  4 . 2 5 ,  5 phh . )  (cf. type 3, Drente , no 7) · 
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(2) A sec. addition of sods with partly excavated pc. ( int .  dm. : c .  1 0 . 50), with an 
anomaly on the \11/ side.  At the centre, above the primary burial, lay a heap of . 
cremated bone, representing the burial belonging to the pc. Two sec. tangential 
graves with coffins probably belong to the sec. barrow. In the most Easterly of 
these a clear silhouette, the head to the NE.  
OM Leidel1, NR XVI I ,  1 936,  pp. 6 1 -3 .  
Cf.  also type 3 ,  Drente, nos  5-10 (tumuli I V, VI ,  V I I I  & X I )  and type 5 ,  prente, 
no 2 (tumulus I ) .  

2 \11/ e s t  e r b 0 r k,  Municipality of Westerbork, the ' Calgenberg' .  A. E .  van Giffen,  1 93 4 .  
Partly destroyed two-period barrow, consisting of :  
( I )  Primary barrow of fairly clean sand,  with rd . ( int .  dm. : 8. 50) round an eccen­
trically placed WS\II/-ENE grave, surrounded by a grey band. From the grave 
some flint fragments. Late Neolithic. 
(2) Capping of sods with irregular pc.  ( int .  dm. : 1 3 . 30) which was single over 
a distance of some 8 metres on the NE side, possibly in connexion with an entrance 
blocking. Bronze Age . 
A few struck flints from the mound and the subsoil (among them a finely worked 
small lancehead and a scraper) and some pottery sherds (among them a fragment 
of a corded Beaker) form a tenllillllS post quem for the monument. The lower end of 
the gallows and skeletal remains probably of three criminals showed that the ' Gallo\\-s 
Mound' did not bear its name for nothing. 
NDV 1 936,  pp. 1 0 1 -3 .  

3 Z u i d v e l  d e ,  Municipality of Norg, tlllllulllS 11. A .  E .  van Giffen, 1 93 7 .  
This mound, consisting of  fairly grey soi l ,  was surrounded by an incomplete p c .  
( int .  dm. : 1 1 .00), with a shallow depression and charcoal fragments at i t s  centre. 
E of this lay a sec. grave: 
NDV 1 939,  p. 1 28 .  
The barrow lies SW of tumulus I ,  a Neolithic barrow with rd. ( int .  dm. : 1 0 . 20) with 
a magnificent stone battle-axe In the central grave. 

4-5 v,' e s t e r v e l d e, Municipality of Norg. A. E. van Giffen, 1 938 .  
TlIlIIlIlus I, phase 2 of this three-period barrow described under type 3 ,  Drente, 1 10  2 1 .  
The grave at the centre of the pc. ( int .  dm. : c .  1 1 . 50) had been destroyed by a large 
recent disturbance. A prominent irregularity on the SE side of the pc. may again 
be connected with an entrance bl<?cking. 
NDV 1 940, pp. 2 1 0-2 .  
TlIlIllllllS 11 possessed a fine p c .  ( int .  dm. :  c .  6. 50) with a n  irregularity o n  the NE side. 
The centre had been destroyed by a recent disturbance ; probably it  contained a 
\II/N\II/-ESE grave. I n  the edge 3 sec . cremation burials were found .  Against the S\V 
slope of this tumulus lay a WSW-ENE 8-shaped di tch (Late Bronze Age) .  

" NDV 1 940, pp. 2 1 2- 3 .  

6 S p i e  r, M unicipality of  Beilen, tlllllllllls ] .  A .  E .  van Giffen,  1 949. 
Four-period barrow, consisting of : 
( I )  Primary mound of sand with very fine contracted silhouette at the centre ; on 
the floor some sherds of Pass!lge Grave ware and a herrjngbone-patterned Beaker 
(Neolithic). 
(2) A covering of upright sods ; no grave found.  
(3)  A covering of sods with shal low SS\V-NNE grave, containing traces of a trun]; 
coffin, within a pc. ( int .  dm. : c .  1 2 . 50) which showed an inwaru hulge on the SE 
side. 
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(4) A covering of greyish-yellow sand. Fine sec. tangential grave with si lhouette 
in coffin,  and 3 further cremation burials. 
Cf. also type 3, Drente, no 39 (tumulus 2) .  

7 O u ci e m o l e n, Municipal ity of Vries, tlllllllllls I 2 .  A .  E. van Giffen ,  1 950.  
Four-period barrow, consisting of:  
( I )  Primary barrow with faint sod structure over a central NW-SE grave with 
coffin, containing a flcxed silhouette with the head to the S E .  
(2) Capping with incomplete pc .  (int. dm. : 1 3 .00- 1 4 .00). 
(3) Another capping with rd . (int. dm. : c .  9 .50) .  
( 4 )  Final capping with narrow foundation trench (int.  dm. : c .  S )  containing some 
stakeholes (dm. : c .  0. I 0). 
These latter two, fairly concentric, peripheral constructions lay high in  the barrow 
slope. A sec. grave was cut by the foundation trench. Six small cremation 
burials were found, four of them at the centre of the barrow ; two of the latter 
probably were among the primary graves of phases 2-4. 

R Z w e e l o o, Municipality of Zweeloo. A.  E.  van Giffen ,  1 9 5 2 .  
Levelled barrow in urnfield. In the subsoil a p c .  ( int .  dm. : c .  1 0 .S0) within rd. 
( int.  dm. : 1 4 .00). Eccentric patch of charcoal. 

NORTH BRABANT 

I R e c h t e H e  i d e,  ;'v Iunicipality of Goirle, the ' V/jfberg' ,  /lIl1IlIlus V. A. E. van 
Giffen ,  1 93 5 .  
At the centre o f  the p c .  ( int .  dm. : 7 . 5°) a NW-SE grave with cremation. On the 
NE side an i rregularity in  the pc. 
Bmb. Oergesch. ,  1 937 ,  pp. 3 1 -3 .  
Cf.  also type 3 ,  North Brabant, nos 2-3 (tumuli I I I  and I V),  type 5 ,  North Brabant, 
no 2 (tumulus 1 1 )  and type 7, North Brabant, no 4 (tumulus VI) .  

2 - 1 3  T o t  e r  f 0 u t-H a I v e M ij I ,  Municipality of Veldhoven, tumuli S,  SA (twice ? ) ,  
19  (twice), 2 2  (twice ? ) ,  22' \  2 3 ,  24 ,  25 ,  26 ,  27 and 2S ,  making I 1  to  14  specimens 
in  all. See Part l .  

q R e  c h t e H e  i d e,  Municipality o f  Goirle. W .  Glasbergen & H .  Tj . Waterbolk, 
1 949. Fig. 5 I .  This barrow (h. : c. 0.90, dm. : c. 1 5 ) was situated in  a cut-down fir wood, 
some 1 500 metres SSW of the ' ViJlberg' (cf. types 3, 5, 6 and 7,  North Brabant, 
nos 2-3 ,  no 2,  no I and no 4 respectively). As a result of deep ploughing the mo­
nument was in bad condition, rabbit warrens and recent i ntrusions also having 
wrought havoc with it .  
Two-period barrow, consisting of :  
(I )  A primary barrow of grey topsoil with few sods on a podsolized old surface. 
The mound was surrounded by a triple closely spaced pc. ( int .  dm. : 7.00) (type 7 ,  
North Brabant, no  I I ) , the  posts of which had been driven into a shallow trench 
(width : c .  I )  fil led in with sand and sods. I n  the sections it could be seen that the 
upcast from the trench had been partially thrown outwards on the old surface. 
The pc. was surrounded by a circle of close-set stakes (dm. : c .  1 0 . 50),  showing 
duplication on the NW and S-SW sides. An irregularity in  the triple pc. on the 
'vV side possibly corresponds with this. At the centre an irregular, small NW-SE 
pit was found ( 1 . 32  X 0.46) fil led with burnt sand and charcoal fragments. Imme­
diately N of this pit was an oval grey stain (0.90 X 0.46), and 'vV of it a patch 
of charcoal. 
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(z) .-\ capping of grey topsoil with an irregular double closely spaced pc. 
( int .  dm. : c .  I z ) .  r\ nurnber of phh . could not be determined on account of the deep 
plough ing. ,-\ remarkable feature \I'as an outward bulge on the N N E  side of the pc . ,  
whi le  O\'er a distance of some 6 metres on the 'vV s ide it  was only s ingle, possibly 
in connexion with a blocked entrance. In this case, also, the second-period pc. showed 
a shift towards the :--! E. The gra\'e belonging to this phase must have been des­
troyed by the plough. from the mound a number of large wall and rim fragnients 
were reco\'ered of a large, sli p-covered, grey to ochreous ' Deverel' urn (original 
height : c. 0.3 I) with thick black incrustations below the outer l ip (fig, 5 9 :  7 ) Y  
The paste \\'as tempered with quartz grit and fragments of pounded pottery. At 0.06 
below the horizontall\· flattened rim ran a zone of upright nail  i mpressions ; the 
width at the mouth ,,'as originally some 0 . 27 ,  the wall thickness 0,0 1 5  . 
. -\fter exc[l\'ation the mound was replaced, the double secondary pc. being set up 
afresh at the edge of the barrow. 

1 5 -7 K n e g s e l , :\ [ unicipality of Vessem, f ilii/Uti E &1 F. \V. Glasbergen, 1 950.  These 
tumuli are situated some 2 kilometres S of Hah'e :V I ij l  (Part I, fig. 2)  near an urnfield 
with circular ditches and one sub-rectangular ditch with interior rectangular post 
pattern. On the basis of a palynological analysis of a sample from the ditch silting 
Waterbolk equated the latter lay-out "'ith phase 9 or 1 2 of the Toterfout-Halve Mijl 
cemetery (see figs 75-6) .  A number of ' ridge '-type fields ,,'ere also found in  and 
near this cemetery. The urnfield, which partly surrounded a fen,  had developed 
round a number of older tumuli (cf. type 5 , North Brabant, no 1 ,  and type 7,  North 
Brabant, nos 1 -2),  and had been excavated in 1 93+ and 1 93 5  by Dr 'vV. C. Braat, 
Conservator of the Rijksmuseum van Oudheden at Leiden. In the ear"ty spring Qf 
1 950 the reclamation of the site was taken in  hand, and a quick excavation of 
the yet unexplored tumuli E and F and of some of the ' ridges' was possible.  - After 
our excavations in 1 950, a \'ery l�w barrow, with rd . ,  was investigated here, at the 
centre of which 3 out of  4 stakeholes placed in  a rectangle probably represented 
a temporary mortuary house. 
TUlllulus E (fig. 52, fig. 5 9 : 6 ,  PI. XX [ [  I :  1 -2) ,  a few hundred metres SW of the 
urnfield (Part r. fig. 2), was not discovered by Mr Beex until after the moorland 
had been ploughed up ; before then the barrow could hardly be seen. Below the 
almost flat modern podsol lay a stratum of some 0.20 thickness with exceptionally 
heavy- mottling (PI. XXI I I : 2). The tumulus showed three phases of construction : 
( I )  and (2)  With pc. ( int .  dm. : 7 . 5 0  and 1 0.00) . 

( 3 )  With rd. ( int .  dm. : c. 8) which destroyed a large number of phh. of the pc. men­
tioned under ( I ) .  
A protuberance of  the pc. under (2)  on the S'vV side argues for an entrance blocking. 
At the centre lay a deep rounded pit (0.80 by 0.68),  with by its W wall a large 
cinerary urn, a stained grey to ochreous yellow and warm brownish orange in colour 
(PI. XX I I  I :  2). This urn (PI. XX I I I :  I ;  fig. 5 9 :  6)  was a truncated pear'-shape with 
inverted rim (h . : 0 . 3 2 ,  w. of the oval mouth : 0.25-0.28 ,  dm. of the sl ightly squeezed-out 
base : 0. 1 5/0 . 1 6, wall thickness : c. 0.0 1 5 ) .  The paste had been tempered with large 
lumps of quartz (up to 0 .01  in size) and fragments of pounded pottery. The contents 
were cremated bones (l\I/alllltiel! Adult, according to Dr C. Krumbein) ,  with only 
a few charcoal particles. Several fragments of charcoal were found in the pit, as well 
as a sod. The palynological examination by Waterbolk proved that this interment 
must belong to period 1 and that it  is  contemporary with phase 7 of the Toterfout­
H alve Mij l  cemetery (fig. 7+ : 7) .  On the NE side outside the pc. another round 
pit (dm. : 0.72) with a cremation burial  was located. Before the excavation Mr Beex 
had found a number of fragmen;s of a large violet-brown urn (wall thickness : 
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00 Barrows surrounded by Rings of Posts 

0.0 1 -0.0 1 5 ) ,  the paste of which had been tempered with fai rly large fragments of 
pounded pottery. 
TlIlIllIllIs F (fig. 5 3 ) , on the \V side of the urnfield, turned out to be a two-period 
barrow, consisting of :  
( I )  A pc. ( int .  dm. : c. 8 ) .  
(2)  A wide and deep rd. ( int .  dm. : 5 .40) .  
Outside the centre a piece of charcoal was found on the o l d  surface. An inward bulge 
in the pc. on the N\V side may again indicate a blocked entrance. The mound 
(h . : 0.28) consisted of black topsoil and had been raised on a clearly podsolized old 
surface, which again lay on a strongly mottled �'ellowish subsoi l .  
On the N E  side two ' ridges' ,  bounded by trenches, l inked up with the mound. 
According to Waterbolk the primary monument must be contemporary with phase 
7 (fig. 74 : 7)  of the Toterfout-Halve Mij l  cemetery ; the rd. must be dated to phase 
10, the ridges in  phase 8 .  

1 8  H a  p e r  t ,  Municipality o f  H oogeloon etc . ,  rllllllltlls I .  H .  B runsting, 1 950. See 
Part I, p .  10 .  

19  -2 1 W a a I \\. ij k ,  Municipality of Riethoven. H .  Brunsting, 1 950. 
TUlIllltllS Ill, a three-period barrow, consisted of: 
( I )  Primary barrow with pc. ( int .  dm. : 4 . 60) round a large central SvV-NE grave. 
(2) Capping ( ?) with pc. ( int.  dm. : c .  6 .40) .  
( 3 )  R d .  ( int. dm. : c .  5 ) ,  cutting across the pc. under ( I ) , and leading t o  the des­
truction of a number of  phh . on the E and W sides. The pc. under (2), which inter­
sected that under ( I )  on the S\V side, showed a number of anomalies. 
TlIlIlUllls IV, a two-period barrow, consisted of :  
( I )  Primary barrow with pc. ( int .  dm. : c .  8 . 50) round a central NW-SE grave. 
The pc. showed some anomalies. 
(2) Rd. (int. dm. : 6 .60). 

Excavated together with 5 other tumuli : I and I I  with pc. (cf. type 3, North Brabant, 
no 1 6 , and type 7 ,  North Brabant, no 1 2) ;  V with very wide rd. (w. : c.  1 .70, int o  
dm. : 1 2 .50) ; VII a three-period barrow of yellow sand wi th at the centre a primary 
beehive-shaped grave (Aeneolithic) .  The latter lay eccentrically within a small ditch 
or  foundation trench (int. dm. : 2 . 20) .  At the old surface level lay a layer of charcoal 
in which cremated bone and some scraps of  bronze were found. The peripheral con­
structions consisted of  3 rdd. ( int.  dm. : 1 0 .00, 1 1 .00, and 1 6 .00), one for each phase. 
The primary rd. was the smaller, and was cut by the second, the third and largest 
being cut across on the WSW side by an oval Urnfield ditch (max. int o  dm. : 4.90) 
with a cremation burial at its centre. 

22-4 K n e g s e  I ,  Municipality of Vessem. Cemetery on the S and SE bank of the Huis­
meer. C .  C. W. ] .  Hijszeler, 1 95 1 -2 .  
TlIlIllllus Ill, cf. s u b  type 3 ,  North B rabant, no 1 7 .  
TIIIIllltllS IV was surrounded by a handsome pc. intersected b y  a r d .  Central trunk 
coffin grave, containing a cremation. Early B ronze Age, according to H ijszeler. 
PSSAIN I l l ,  2 ,  April 1 95 2 ,  p .  27 ; Beex, BH IV, 1 952 ,  p.  1 6 . 
South of tumulus IV a further segment (one row) of a destroyed pc. monument 
(type 5 or 6 ? ) .  

TWlllltllS V, cf .  sub type 5 ,  North Brabant, no  7 .  
F o r  the other pcc. of this cemetery cf. type 3 ,  North Brabant, no 1 8  (tumulus V I ) ,  
type 7 ,  North Brabant, nos ' 3-5 ,( tumuli I a n d  I I ) .  
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62 Barrows surrounded by Ri ngs of Posts 

13 Cf. also, however, type 7 ,  North Brabant, nos 1 3-4 (Knegsel, tUnlulus I ) .  
H vVe think i t  doubtfu l  whether the few 'Neolithic sherds from a rece nt disturbance at 

the centre of tumulus 1 1  at vVessinghuizen (Groni ngen,  no I )  came from a destroyed 
primary grave. 

15 Waterbolk's pollen analysis of a sod from the fi l l ing of the pit and of a sample from 
the ditch si lt ing (phase 3) showed that the urn must belong to phase I ,  with pc. He was 
able to equate the urn palynologically wi th phase 7 of the Toterfout-Halve ;'dijl ceme­
tery (cr. fi�. 7'} : 7) ·  

16 Cf.  also tumulus V at Knegsel with two pcc. (type 5 ,  �orth Brabant, no 7 and type 6,  

North Brabant, no 24) which Hijszeler assigned to a si ngle lay-out. 
I? These charcoal-l ike incrustations were submitted for chemical analysis to l\ Ir 

S .  K.  vVadman, chem. drs, Zuiderziekenhuis at Rotterdam, who reported that the sample 
contained both organic and inorganic material. On microscopic examination the brown 
product appears to be heterogeneous. Tt contains a considerable amount of f ine sand grai ns .  
The degree of carbonization is ,  however, so high that  little can be sa id  as to  original com­
position of the material .  The presence of fats and carbohydrates could not be demonstrated 
( reaction for glycerine or sugars negative after acid hydrolysis). Protein \yas present, 
free amino-acids were easily shown by paper chromatography after acid hydrolysis . 

Chemical composition : Organic material and water 68 ° 0 ; i norganic material insoluble 
in HCI (Si02, s i licates) 24.5 0 0 ;  Al20a 2-3 o{, ; Fe"03 0.5 o� ; traces of Na, K,  Ca, SO., 
Cl ,  PO • .  

Conclusion : Although the hydrolysate contained small  quanti ties of amino-acids and 
the benzidine reaction was sl ightly positive, i t  is  not \'ery probable that i ron derives from 
haemoglobin. The considerable quantity of aluminium rather indicates contamination 
by groundwater or clay minerals .  Traces

. 
of plant proteins may be responsible for the 

amino-acids. 



TWE 7 

The triple closely spaced circle of posts 

Type 7 occurs less frequently than type 6, with which it is closely related .  
The first examples were d iscovered by W. C. B I' a a t at  Knegsel , province of 
North Brabant, in 1 934-5 . The number recorded so far is 1 7 . 

The internal diameter of this type of circle varies bet\oveen c .  4-40 and 1 2  metres, 
the average being about 8 metres ; the number of postholes varies between c .  1 00 
(North Brabant, no 3 )  and c. 27 5 (Drente, no 2) ,  with an average of c. 1 70 . The 

Fig. 54 

most impressi\'e example was excavated by Van Giffen at Gasteren, in 1 93 9  

(Drente, no 2) ; the smallest was the  c i rcle belonging to the  first phase of  tumulus 
26 at Toterfout-Halve lVlij l .  From Drente only two tumuli with type 7 circle are 
k nown ; the other I S are in North Brabant, mainly in the Eight Beatitudes. 
The type thus seems more at home in the South (fig. 5 5 ) .  In one case �North 
Brabant, no I I )  the posts were placed in a dug-out circular t rench, about I metre 
" ide, and this c ircle had an external circle of close-set stakes in addit ion.  Remar­
kably enough, inhumation in an oblong grave pit has been ohserved a few t imes 
in North Brabant in this type (1\'ol'th Brabant , nos 2 and 3) .  For the rest the 
description of type 6 applies. 

Reconst1'llction . The only difference with tvpe 6 is that type 7 has a further 
r ing of post holes. 

Dating e'l:idellce. The central primary gra\'e of tumulus VI of the ' Viifbelg' 
on the Rechte Heide near Goirle (North Brabant ,  no 4) consisted of a coffin at 
f loor level in which were found a bron�e f1anged axe (Montelius I l ,  fig. 54) ,  

two small trapezoidal bronze plaques, an incomplete small bronze ring, a broken 
pair of tweezers (fig. 54) and remnants of three flat strips of bark ( ?) .  



Barrows surrounded by Rings of Posts 

In one case a type 7 circle ,vas clearly later than one of type 3 (type 3, Drente, 
no 1 8, type 7 ,  no I ) , and in two cases a type 7 circle proved earlier than one of type 6 

(North Brabant, nos 9 and I I ) , though in a third case it p roved later (North 
Brabant, no 8). In a single case two type 7 circ les were found in a two-period 
barrow (Toterfout-Halve Mij l ,  tumulus 1 7) . 18 

Two instances are known of a Neolithic or Aeneolithic tumulus sealed be­
neath a capping with triple closely spaced circle of posts (Drente, nos I and 
2 ) . Twice a secondary burial with a ' Deverel '  urn was found (North Brabant, 
nos 4 and I I ) ; twice a secondary capping with ringditch covered a barrow with 
a type 7 circle (North Brabant, nos 4 and 8), and in two cases, finally, the barrow 
structure was cut by ringditches of an urnfield (North Brabant, nos I and 2) . 

Type 7 will therefore also date from the Early and especially the Middle 
Bronze Age. 

DRENTE 

I P e  e I 0 0, i\ Iunicipality of  Assen.  A .  E. van Giffen, 1 936 .  
Phase 3 of the  fragmentary tumulus described under type 3 ,  D rente, no 1 8 ,  was sur­
rounded by an i rregular double to triple pc. (or. into  dm. : C. 1 3  ? ) ,  with an inter­
ruption on the NE side, where only a set of  4 phh . ,  grouped together, was found 
NDV 1 938 ,  pp. 1 1 �-3 . 

� G a s t e r e n, Municipality of Anloo. A. E. van Giffen, 1 939 .  
Two-period barrow, consisting of :  
( I )  A primary mound of  fai rly pure bright yellow sand,  thrown up on a layer of  
arable topsoil ,  0 .08 in  thickness, with plough-markings. Eccentric i rregular S E-NW 
grave almost at surface level ,  containing a Beaker-l ike vessel with degenerated 
whipped cord decoration (hybrid of North-\Vest European Passage G rave culture 
and late Beaker culture). I n  the mound itself two similarly decorated sherds were 
found. Aeneolithic. 
(�)  A capping with pc. ( int .  dm. : C .  I �) showing an interruption on the NE side, 
filled by only a few phh. On the SE side locally � rows of phh. over a distance 
of some 3 metres. Eccentric \VN\V-ESE grave pit with much charcoal .  H igh up 
in the centre of the mound was another sec. grave . 
NDV 1 94 1 ,  pp .  1 �9-3 1 .  
The mound lay i n  an isolated position, more than 1 kilometre N W  of a group of 
tumuli forming the nucleus of a large u rnfield. Cf. type 3, D rente, no �8 .  

NORTH B RABANT 

* I -� K n e g s e l , :Ylunicipality of Vessem. \V. C. B raat, 1 934-5 . 
TWllllills C, a very low mound, was surrounded by a pc. ( int .  dm. : C. 7 . � 5 ) ,  the NE 
part and centre of which had been destroyed by a recent disturbance. Two not 
quite concentric sec. rdd . ,  one cutting across the other, and lying within the pc. ,  
had destroyed a number of phh .  on the S E  side.  On the same side, where the pc. 
showed an anomaly, some phh. were removed by a segment of a ci rcular ditch 
lying on the SE slope of  the barrow. 
OM Leiden, NR XVI I , 1 936,  pp . . j. I -� .  
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Type 7 

Tumu/us D had a very irregular pc.  (2-4 rows of phh . ,  int o  dm. : C. 7 .50 ?) ,  which 

. was cut across by a SVv-NE ' ridge' fie ld .  The latter was in its turn intersected on the 

NE side by a circular rd . A second ,  probably circular, rd . cut across the pc. on the 

N\V side. The latter rd. was partly situated on the slope of the barrow. The pc .  

showed extra phh.  on the SE and SW sides. Two intersecting eccentric grave 

pits lay on the NE side ; the l ower, NW-SE, showed a faint grey stain (skul l  ?) .  
The upper, SS\V-NNE, contained no trace of an interment. 

OM Leidell, NR XVI I ,  1 936 ,  p. 4 2 .  

For t h e  other tumuli  a n d  t h e  urnfield cf. type 5 ,  North Brabant, no 1 (tumulus B )  

a n d  type 6 ,  North Brabant,  nos 1 4-6 (tumul i  E-F). 

3 0 s s, l\i{unicipality of Oss, tUII/.U/IIS 2. F. C. Bursch, 1 93 5 .  
This very low tumulus was surrounded by a p c .  ( int .  dm. : C .  5 . 50) , a large segment 

of which had been destroyed on the NE side, according to Bursch. On the occasir:n 

of a re-examination in 1 93 5  'VITi llems recorded that the lower ends of the p hh .  

missing o n  this side o n  Bursch's ground plan clearly showed i n  the subsoi l .  A t  the 

centre was an oval E-V.r grave pit with si lhouette, the head lying towards the E. 
0111 Leidell , NR XVI I I , 1 937 ,  p .  2 ;  Marburger Studiell, 1 938 ,  p .  20. 
Like tumulus 3 (cf. type 5, North Brabant, no 3 and type 8 ,  no I )  this tumulus l ies 

near the so-called ' Chieftain's Grave', a Hal lstatt barrow (probably C. 500 B . C .  l ,  
published by ] .  H .  H olwerda (0111 Leidell, NR X V ,  1 934,  pp.  39-53) .  Bursch sup­

poses that the material of the very low tumuli  2 and 3 contributed to the monumental 

' Chieftain's Barrow' (dm. : C. 5 2) .  Tumulus I ,  some 1 00 metres farther \�l, was 

an Aeneolithic barrow with rd . and WS\V-ENE grave in which were found cre­

mated bone, a B e l l  Beaker of ' Batavian ' type, and a triangular flint arrowhead . 

Above this grave lay a sec. cremation b uria l .  The mound rested on a podsolized 

old surface, and sods were found in it .  Bursch interpreted the rd . as the fou nda­

tion of a dome-shaped grave structure. 

4 R e  c h t e H e  i d e ,  M unicipality of Goirle, the ' Vljfberg' ,  tIlIllU/US VI. A. E. \'an 

Giffen ,  1 93 5 .  
Two-period barrow, consisting of: 

( I )  A primary barrow surrounded by a regular pc.  ( int .  dm. : 1 0 .50) ,  single or double 

over a distance of sl ightly more than 3 metres on the N\V side, probably in connexion 

with an entrance b locking. At  the centre a S\V-NE coffin at surfact- It-ve l ,  the head 

of the dead man probably towards the NE. In the coffin ,  at the NE end, lay a bronze 

flanged axe ( Montelius 1 1 ; fig. 54) ,  remnants of three flat strips of bark ( ?), 2 small 

trapezoidal bronze plaques, an incomplete small  bronze ring and a broken pair 

of tweezers (fig. 54). 
(2) A sec. capping of grey topsoi l ,  surrounded by a rd . ( int.  dm. : C .  9). The 

central gra,'e of this mound turned out to ha" e been destroyed by a recent 

disturbance. In  the p rimary barrow a small rectangular cremation grave had been 

dug on the S side, and in the SE quadrant a smal l ,  irregular and a small rectangular 

cremation grave were further d iscovered, both having been dug into the sec. bano\\·. 

In or on the last-mentioned buria l ,  which had been dug through the rd . ,  lay fragments 

of a ' Devere l '  urn with finger-tipped cordon below the rim .  See belo\\ , p .  1 06 .  
Brab. Oergesch . ,  1 937 ,  pp.  3 3-9. 
For the other barrows with pcc. of this group cf. type 3, N orth Brabant, nos 2-3 

(tumuli I I I  and I V) ,  type 5 ,  North Brabant, no 2 (tumulus 1 1 ) ,  type 6,  North Brahant,  

no 1 (tumulus V). 

5- 1 0  T o t e r f o u t-H a l v e  M ij l , l\I unicipality of \'eldhoven, tumuli 8'-\ ( ? ) ,  1 7  (twice ) ,  

1 8 , 22 ,  26 a n d  30,  a total o f  6 o r  7 monuments. Cf. Part I .  
Palaeohistoria, Vol . I I J .  
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1 1  R e c h t e  H e i d e, Municipality of Goirle. W. Glasbergen & H. Tj . Waterbolk, 
1 9+9 · 
The primary mound of this two-period tumulus (fig. 5 I ), ful ly described under 
type 6 ,  North Brabant, no 1 4, was surrounded by a triple closely spaced pc. 
( int. dm. : 7 .00), the posts of which had been driven i nto a shallow gully (w . : c .  I ) . 
The pc. was su rrounded by a circle of close-set stakes (dm. : c. 1 0 . 50) .  

1 2  \Y a a I w i j  k ,  ;\ Iunicipality of Riethoven, 111111111115 1I. H .  Brunsting, 1 950.  
Two-period barrow, consisting of : 
( I ) A primary barrow with rd. ( int.  dm. : 6 .00) . -
(2)  An additional cO\'ering with pc. ( int.  dm. : 7 . 80), double over a stretch of 2 .50  
metres on the SS\\! side, probably in  connexion with an entrance blocking. The 
central graves had been destroyed through recent disturbances. 
For the other barrows of this group cf. type 3, North B rabant, no 1 6  (tumulus I )  
and type 6 ,  North B rabant, nos 1 9-2 1 (tumuli I I I  and IV).  

1 3-5 K n e g s e I ,  Municipality of Vessem. Cemetery on the S and S E  bank of the Huis­
meer.  C .  C .  W .  J .  H ijszeler, 1 95 1-2 .  
TIIIIIIII1I5 I (h . : c .  0 .75 ,  dm. : c .  1 0) had been raised from somewhat dirty yellow sand 
with traces of sods only in  the SW part. The barrow was surrounded by a triple pc. 
T\\'o parallel, triple rows of phh. (SW-NE, 5 .50 to 6.00 apart), l inking up with the 
pc. on the S'vY side, could be follo\\'ed over a distance of at least 16 m.  At the SW 
end they had been destroyed by a sandpit. The length of the whole design was 
some 25 m. According to the excavator the two arms of triple rows of phh. would 
constitute one whole with the pc. enclosing the mound. This opinion, however, 
we think decidedly incorrect. On looking at the plan of this remarkable configuration 
it  is  at once clear that we have here two intersecting post patterns : one a roughly 
circular triple closely spaced pc. , the other a post setting of a very unusual, oblong 
form, somewhat comparable to the double pc. in  tumulus 2 2A of the Toterfout­
Halve M ij l  group. H ijszeler's comparison of the Knegsel monument with West 
European stone alignments l ike those in Britanny and England and the ' avenue' of 
tumulus 75 on the Noordsche Veld near Zeijen (type 3, Drente, nos 34-6, fig. 69), 
would seem rather risky. 
The central primary grave under the barrow had been completely destroyed. 'Trans­
ition period or  very early B ronze Age' according to H ijszeler. On the mound 4 later 
rdd. of the urnfield, and between the arms of the 'avenue' a cremation burial (the 
interment belonging to the oblong post pattern ? ) .  
PSSAIN I l l , 2 ,  Apri l  1 952,  pp. 26-7, fig. I ;  Beex,  BH IV, 1 952 ,  p .  1 5 ;  Marien, 
Olld-Belgie, 1 9 52 ,  pp.  206-7 ,  fig. 1 9 1 . 
TIIIIIIII1I5 II was surrounded by respectively a rd . and a triple to quadruple pc. (type 
7 or 8 ?). Central grave destroyed. According to H ijszeler ' transition type' .  On the 
mOLlnd 4 rdd . with urn burials ( I ron Age) . 
PSSAIN I l l ,  2, April 1 952 ,  p. 27 ; Beex, BH IV, 1 952 ,  p. 1 5 .  
For the other pcc. o f  this cemetery cf. type 3 ,  North Brabant, nos 1 7-8 (tumuli 
I I I  and VI), type 5, North B rabant, no 7 (tumulus V), type 6 ,  North B rabant, 
nos 22-4 (tumuli I l l ,  IV and V). 

18 A further remarkable occurrence is  a triple closely spaced pc. intersected by 
an oblong pattern l ined by a triple row of closely spaced posts. Cf. North Brabant, 
nos 1 3-4 . 



TYPE 8 

The quadruple alld lIIultiple closely spaced ch'de of posts 

Type 8 is the rare, elaborate form of types 6 and 7. I t  probably represents 
a later development or rather degeneration, as is :;hown by the careless, i rregular 
way in which the rings of posts have been sited . The first example was excavated 
in 1 927 by A. E. v a n  G i f f e n  at Wessinghuizen (Groningen, no I ) . Only three 
specimens are known, viz. one each from the provinces of Groningen, Drente 
and North Brabant. 

The internal diameters of the circles were respectively c .  9, c.  1 2  and c .  7 .20 

metres, and the numbers of postholes c. 3 1 5 ,  c. 275 and c. I SO ( ?) .  Perhaps the 
four circles of posts or stakes in tumulus 22 at Toterfout-Halve Mij l  might also 
belong to this type. 

In tumulus I I I  at Wessinghuizen (Groningen,  no I ) a cremation burial was 
the primary interment ,  while graves with inhumations were secondary. This 
was also the case for the 'Hallkenberg' at Erica (Drente, no I ) , where cremated 
bones of an adolescent were found in the centre ,  and six secondary inhumation 
graves in the edge . 

Recollstmctioll . This is the same as for types 6 and 7. 

Dating em·deizce. A high-necked urn of a truncated pear shape, with two small 
handles on the shoulder, matching the urn from Harenermolen (type 3, Gronin­
gen, no I ) which was dated by a bronze razor (fig. 48b : 9 ;  Montel ius V), formed a 
good terminus ante quem for tumulus I I I  at Wessinghuizen. On the slope of the 
barrow, moreover, lay a segment of a ringditch of the contiguous urnfield .  
The barrow a t  Erica was sealed beneath a capping with a peripheral stone 
revetment lying on a pyre. At Oss (North Brabant, no I ) the double to quadruple 
circle was very probably later than a type 5 circle (type 5 ,  North Brabant , 
no 3 ) .  I n  this barrow a secondary burial in a barrel -shaped ' Devtrel '  urn (fig. 58 : 

I S ) provided a terminlls ante quem. 

Type 8 will have to be dated in the Middle Bronze Age . 

GRON I 1 G EN 

" I  \\' e s s i n  g h u i z e n, M unicipality of Onstwedde, 11I1II1I1IIS Ill . A .  E. van G i ffen,  1 92 7 .  
This sod-built barrow was surrounded b y  a n  i rregular triple t o  sextuple pc. ( int .  
dm. : c .  9) .  Possibly it  was an origin�lly tr iple or quadruple pc.  repaired se­
veral times, especially on the S and SE sides. A double or tri ple segment on the 

lE side may indicate an entrance blocking. An eccentric E-\\1 grave pit containing 



68 Barrows surrounded by Rings of Posts 

a cremation was cut across at its E end by a more centrally placed sec. grave pit 
with trunk coffin, whilst a similar grave cut across its VV end. E of the central 
sec. grave lay a third sec. grave pit. All three sec. graves lay SSW and NNE, and all 
contained inhumations ; they were evidently later than the primary cremation 
burial .  A fourth sec. grave lay tangentially on the NE side, and cut across the pc. 
:\ high-necked urn of a truncated pear shape, with two small handles on the shoulder, 
was found high up at the centre of the barrow. It agrees in  form with the urn, 
dated by a bronze razor (fig. 48b : 9 ;  Montelius V ,  c. 700 B.C.) ,  from the 
Harenermolen tumulus (type 3, Groningen, no I ) . A segment of a probably 
circular rd. cut the W slope of the tumulus. 
VNIG 1 927,  pp. 65-8 ; Ballart, 1 930, pp. 80-4. 
Cf. also type 3 ,  G roningen, nos 2-3 and type 6, Groningen, nos 1-2 (tumuli I I  and I ) .  

DRENTE 

1 E r i c a, Municipality of Emmen, the ' Hallkenberg ' .  A.  E. van Giffen ,  1 944. 
Two-period monument, consisting of:  
( I )  A natural accumulation of blown sand, some 0.40 metres high,  on an old surface of 
greyish sand with local charcoal particles, surrounded by a fairly regular quadruple 
pc. (int. dm. : c .  1 2) .  The inner row of large phh. showed an interruption on the 
SE side, a clear entrance, 3 .20 wide. The three outer rows of smaller phh. showed 
anomalies on the SVV side. Possibly the pc. was composed of an inner single closely 
spaced pc. and an outer, concentric, triple closely spaced pc. (two phases of a single 
plan ?) .  A slightly eccentric cremation of an adolescent in  a small sub-rectangular 
pit probably belonged to this first construction phase with pc. ,  and so, perhaps, 
did a grave pit with cremation (adult) found j ust  inside the (blocked ?) entrance 
on the SE side. Transition from Early to Middle Bronze Age. 
(2) A barrow on the remains of a pyre and having a circular stone revetment (int. 
dm. : c .  6.75) on its slope. The stone revetment lay within the pc. and showed a 
NE shift in relation to . it .  A layer of ashes, which attained a thickness, locally, of 
0.30,  and contained large carbonized shells of charred beams, was covered .by a 
layer of yellowish-brown sand, some 0.50 in thickness, above which lay another 
0.25 of recent made soi l .  The layer of ashes continued under the stones of the revet­
ment. The central cremation of this sec. barrow was that of an adolescent. Other 
cremation deposits, some primary, some secondary, were also found (Late Bronze Age). 
Six other sec. tangential graves were discovered in  this barrow, four of them with clear 
remains of a trunk coffin (inhumation). One of these graves cut through the pc. 
NDV 1 948, pp.  1 19-23 .  
A keyhole-shaped ditch was discovered in  a small contiguous urnfield. T h e  bi­
conical two-handled urn with low cylindrical neck buried within i t  was surrounded 
by a (temporary ?) oval ring of close-set stakes (dm. : 1 .40 by 1 .65 ,  38 stakes). The 
urn probably dates from the Late Bronze Age (Montelius V lVI ,  7th-6th century 
B.C.) ; i t  contained cremated bones of an adult and, in and about the neck. those 
of a child (very minute) . 

NORTH BRABANT 

l O S S, Municipality of Oss, tumulus 3. F. C. Bursch, 1 93 5 .  
The second phase o f  this tumulus (cf. type 5 ,  North Brabant, no 3)  was surrounded 
by an irregular, oval ,  double to quadruple pc. (int. dm. :  c .  7 . 20). 
OM Leidell, NR XVI I I ,  1 937 ,  pp.' 2-3 ; A1arburger Studien, 1 938 ,  pp.  20- [ .  
Cf. also type 7 ,  North Brabant, no 3 (tumulus 2).  



TYPE 9 

The circle of close-set stakes 

Type 9 is not of very frequent occurrence. The first example was excavated, 
in 1 9 1 0, by J. H .  H o l w e r d a  at Uddel in the province of Gelderland. The 
number of specimens recorded so far is 2 1 .  

The diameter of the stakecircle varies between 3 .80 (Groningen, n o  9 ;  3 1  

stakes) and 1 6.20 metres (Drente, no 1 ;  1 55 stakes) ; some 9 .50 metres is the ave­
rage, and the average number of stakes is about 75 .  The stake holes are some 0.08 

to 0. 1 0  metres in diameter. I n  the Uddel tumulus Holwerda found that the stakes 
had been cut to a triangular point at the lower end. There are some transition 
forms between types 5 and 9, where the dividing line is difficult to draw.19 

Generally the stakecircle stands at the foot of a sod-bui l t  barrow. I n  one case, 
tumulus 8 at Toterfout-Halve Mij l ,  an oval circle of close-set stakes was found 
to have surrounded the temporary mortuary house and to have been removed 
together with it, before the raising of the mound. With types 3, 4, 6 and 7 stake­
circles occur as additional elements. With type 3 the stakes are usually found to 
have been driven in between the widely spaced dug postholes (Groningen, no 4, 

Drente, nos 6, 1 8  and 39,  North Brabant, no I ) ;  with types 4, 6 and 7 the stake­
circle as a rule encloses the postcircle (type 4, North Brabant, nos 1-2,  type 
6, North Brabant, no 2 and type 7, North Brabant, no 1 I ) . I n  one case (Friesland, 
no I )  an i nternal stakecircle occurred with type 6, and an interruption in 
the circle on the NNW side corresponded with an entrance blocking in the 
postcircle. I n  tumulus 2 at Epe (type 3, Gelderland, no 3) a type 3 postcircle 
was enclosed by a stakecircle ; this might, however, conceivably be a two�period 
monument. It may be assumed that wattling was generally present between the 
stakes. 

The distribution area of the stakecircle comprises the North, centre and South 
of the country (fig. 55 ). In excavating the Laudermarke cemetery (Groningen, 
nos 1 - 1 2) Van Giffen found clear stratified evidence that in the North of the 
country this type persisted down to the Late I ron Age and that there it  flourished 
anew.20 

Type 9 is general ly found with crem�tion burials. 
Reconstruction. The stakecircle probably surrounded the barrow at its foot as 
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a low fence . Where it occurred as an' external element additional to a mam 
postcirde, it lay somewhat beyond the foot of the barrow. 

Datillg e'C·idence. I n  tumulus 10 at Toterfout-Halve Mij l  a small bucket-shaped 
\'essel (Part I, PI. XI I : I ,  fig. 42b : 52) of very gritty texture was found among 
the cremated bones of a very remarkable ritual burial (North Brabant, no 2). I t  must 
belong to the Middle Bronze Age. In tumulus 1 6  of the same cemetery a similar 
pot (fig. 42b : 56) came to light among the sods of the slope of the primary barrow 
\\ ith type 3 postcircle. This pot provides a terminlls post quem for the stakecircle 
belonging to phase 2 of this mound. The temporary stakecircle preceding phase 
I of tumulus 8 at Toterfout-Halve Mij l  must date from the Middle Bronze Age 
( 14 C-date : 3055 ± 90 years). Where a stakecircle occurs as an additional element 
with a postcircle, it is thereby dated to the (Early or) Middle Bronze Age . 

I n  two cases (Drente, no 2 and Gelderland, no I ) Neolithic or Aeneolithic 
relics, and once (North Brabant, no 2) a tumulus with type 3 postcircle were 
sealed beneath a barrow with stakecirc le. Tumulus 28 on the 'I'\oordsche Veld'  at 
Zeijen (Drente, no I) was built from sods on a bank belonging to a complex 
of Celtic Fields, and thus probably dates from the (Late) I ron Age. A secondary 
coarse cinerary urn was discovered in a barrow at Vierhouten (Gelderland, no 2). 
A number of the stakecircles at Laudermarke (Groningen, nos I ,  2 ,  3 ,  4 and 1 0) 
were stratigraphically more recent than ringditches of the urnfield, in some cases 
more recent actually than the square ditches (nos 2, 3, 4 and 1 0) which are the 
most recent ditch type ( Late I ron Age, down to the times of the Roman Empire). 

We may further mention that a miniature stakecircle was twice found round 
the primary burial within a keyhole-ditch in South East Drente. The first was 
found by Bursch in 1 93 1- 2  near Emmen· (dm. : 2 .80 by 3 .30, S I  very thin stakes), 
the second was discovered in 1 944 by Van Giffen at Erica (dm . : 1 .40 by 1 .65 ,  
3 8  stakes) .21 Mention must also be  made here of  a similar small circle (dm. : c .  
2 . 50, 9 + 2 stakes ?)  within an oval ringditch at  Laudermarke. These small 
( temporary ?) stakecircles must date from the Late Bronze Age or Early I ron Age. 
Some of the late stakecircles at Laudermarke show a resemblance to these minia­
ture forms. Twice, at Balloo and at Laudermarke, Van Giffen found a square 
ditch enclosed on three sides by a fence of close-set stakes (cf. type 3, nos 1 3-4 
and type 9,  nos 1 - 1 2) .  These must date from the Late I ron Age. 

The stakecircle therefore appears to occur from the Early Bronze Age on­
wards, and locally remained in use unti l  the Late I ron Age, possibly down 
to the times of the Roman Empire. I t  was perhaps to these descendants of the 
Bronze Age postcircles that Ammianus Marcell inus referred where he mentioned 
that the Germanic peoples avoided the ' circumdata retiis busta ' of their forefathers 
(XV I ,  2, 1 2) .  
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GRONINGEN 

1 - 1 2  L a u d e r m a r k e, IVlunicipality of Vlachtwedde. A .  E .  van Giffen,  1 93 2 .  
This extensive cemetery ( c .  300 by 1 00 metres) was largely excavated in  1 932 ,  
when the  Northern part had already fallen a victim to  reclamation.  A total of  1 76 
internlents, small shrines, etc. were recorded, viz. round, oval, lozenge-shaped, 
square and sub-rectangular ditches, several with internal or external timber struc­
tures - generally rectangular configurations of posts -, and 1 5  tumuli �nclosed 
by timber structures : 1 2  of them stakecircles, and 3 or 4 single widely spaced pcc. 
(cf. type 3, Groningen, nos 4-7). One of these latter had a circle of stakeholes between 
the phh . Once a S\"'-NE (temporary ?)  mortuary house ( 1 .00 by 1 .40, fig. 67 : 4) 
was found, covering a grave with an inhumation burial (Strip Ill, 1 /0 70) . A 
number of small, isolated shrines, in the form· of sets of 4 phh . ,  were also found. The 
tumuli with stakecircles must be monuments dating after the square ditches, which 
are the most recent type . This i s  stratigraphically proved in several cases through 
intersections. Accordingly we have here a class of barrows with surrounding fences 
that was appreciably later than the majority of the Dutch timber circles.  That 
no burials were found within quite a number of the Laudermarke ringditches is 
due to the extreme speed at which this emergency excavation had to be carried out ; 
in part, however, as Van Giffen thinks, the ringditches without burial might be 
cenotaphs for people who had died elsewhere, an interpretation prompted by Stieren 's  
hypothesis in his description of the S olten cemeter!,. 22 In  strong contrast to the 
rich structural variation, the finds consisted of no more than a few urns. Urnless 
cremations predominated . 

The tumuli with stakecircles, which were usually more or less oval or polygonal 
in outline, were the following : 
Strip I, 1/0 4a, with incomplete stakecircle (dm . :  23 c. 9. 50) Q\'erlying a tumulus 
with I'd . (no 4) and remains of a pyre . VMG 1 93 5 ,  pp. 56, 7 5 .  
Strip ll, 1/0 S. Barrow o f  sods, with stakecircle (dm . :  c .  8 .70), overlying a pyre ; 
the circle intersected a square ditch (no 7) .  VMG 1 93 5 ,  pp. 57 ,  7 5 .  
Strip Ill, 1/0 47 . Barrow o f  sods, with stakecircle (dm . : c .  8 )  i ntersecting a square 
ditch (no 32) .  On the SE side the circle showed a remarkable inward bend. VA1G 
1 93 5 ,  pp.  60, 7 5 .  

Stn:p llI, 1/0 56.  Tumulus, with stakecircle (dm . : c .  5 . 1 0) intersecting a rectangular 
ditch (no 5 5 ) .  VMG 1 93 5 ,  pp. 6 1 ,  7 5 .  

Strip llI, 1/0 74e. A five-period barrow o f  sods, the last phase o f  which had a n  in­
complete stakecircle (dm. : c .  1 2 .30) .  VA1G 1 93 5 ,  pp. 6 1 ,  75 .  
Strip llI, 1/0 S o .  Barrow of sods, with a segment of  a stakecircle (original dm. :  c. 9) ; 
much charcoal at the centre. VA1G 1 93 5 ,  pp. 62 ,  7 5 .  
Strip lII, 1/0 SI . Barro\\" of sods - half o f  which \\'as exca\'ated - with stakecircle 
(dm. : c .  1 0) ;  much charcoal at the centre. VMG 1 93 5 ,  pp. 62, 7 5 .  
Strip IV, 110 2 .  Barrow of  sods with stakecircle (dm. : c .  7 .7°). /lj\1G 1 93 5 ,  
pp .  6 3 ,  7 5 ·  
Strip IV, 1/0 3.  Small mound o f  sods, with miniature stakecircle (dm. : c. 3 . 80), 
lying on remains of a pyre. At the centre a rectangular cremation burial. V,VIG 
1 93 5 ,  pp.  6 3 ,  7 5 ·  

Strip IV, 1/0 I O .  Four-period monument, consisting of :  l oa ,  a square ditch with 
cremation burial ; l Ob, a rectangular ditch with cremation burial, intersecting l oa ;  
1 0C, an oval ditch with cremation burial, intersecting l ob ;  I Od, a barrow of sods 
with stakecircle (dm. : c .  1 2) ,  co\'ering J oa-c, with a sec, cremation burial in the 1\E 
edge. VMG 1 93 5 ,  pp. 6 3 ,  7 5 .  
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.')trip IV, I/O 1 2 .  Barrow of sods \\'ith incomplete stakecircle (dm. : c. 1 3 .70), lying 
on the remains of a pyre. VlvlG 1 93 5 ,  pp. 63, 7 5 .  
Strip I V, I/O 1 3 .  Barro\\' o f  sods with incompletely excavated stakecircle (dm. : c. 
9 . 5 °) ,  O\'er remains of a pyre. Vi\fG 1 935,  pp. 63, 7 5 .  

A remarkable feature, fina5ly ,  was Strip Ill, I/O 78, a square ditch (int. N-S dm. : 
c. 6 . 60),  sunfJunded by a fence of close-set stakes on three sides (open to\\'ards the 
W), like a similar specimen at Balloo (cf. type 3, Drente, nos ' 3-+) ; the ditch cut 
across a cir lIar ditch (no 77). Vl1t/G 1 9 3 5 ,  pp. 62,  7 5 .  

F R I ESLAN D 

.\n internal stakecircle occurred as an additional element in type 6, Friesland, no I .  

DRENTE 
1 -2 Z e ij e n , iVlunicipality of  Vries, cultural reserve on the ' Noordsche Veld ' .  A .  E .  

\'an Giffen,  ' 924, ' 94+ and 1 949. 

TlImu/lIs 28 ( 1944), which had been built  f!'Om sods on a bank (h. : c .  0.45)  of the 
complex of Celtic Fields , was surrounded by a stakecircle (dm. : 1 6 . 20) . On the SE 
side the circle had been almost totally interrupted over a distance of  at least 4.00 ; 
to the N of the interval a larger ph. was foun I. The central burial had been destroyed 
by a large recent disturbance. In the NE quadrant a cremation burial and a group 
of 5 large stones were found ; in the SW quadrant a tangential sec. ( ?) grave, with a 
cremation in a trunk coffin, contained a small pot. I n  the NE quadrant, near 
the centrc, a trapezoidal configuration of 5 large phh. was conspicuous ; it probably 
represented some kind of building. SSE of these lay another isolated ph. 
NDV 1 949, pp. 1 1 9-20. 

TlIl1IlIlus 1 ( 1 924 & 1 949), of clean yellow sand, had in its centre a fine specimen of 
a beehi\'e-shaped grave (dm. of pit : c. 2 ; dm. of beehive : 1 .+0- 1 .70) . On the floor 
of this grave were found a stone axe and a flint knife.  An Aeneolithic sherd came 
from the mound. The re-examination of 1 949 showed that the base of the mound 
contained part of a stakeci!cle (dm. : c .  I 1 . 50) which probably belonged to a sec. 
capping of topsoil. A stone packing, p robably sec. , was in all probability excavated 
in this barrow by J .  Hofstede in 1 809. 
Bauart, 1 930, pp. 1 2 2-4· 
Cf. also type 3, D rente, nos la (tumulus I l l ) ,  3 1 -6 (tumuli I I I ,  1 1 2 , 7 5 )  and 46-7 
(tumulus 1 1 7) .  

3 B a  1 I 0 0 e r  v e l  d ,  Municipality of  Rolde, tW/lu/IIS [0.  A .  E. van Giffen, 1 9 3 3 .  

This barrow had the remains o f  a stakecircle (dm. : c .  7 )  in an indistinct foundation 
trench ( ?) .  Only a small part on the SSE side was clear. Apart from an eccentric 
NvV-S E  grave a sec. ( ?) tangential grave was recorded. 
NDV ' 9 3 5 ,  p.  1 0 3 .  

Cf. also type 3 ,  Drente, nos I 1 -5 (tumuli 2,  4, 6 and 8 ) .  

4 W ij s t e r ,  Municipality of  Beilen, tUlIllllus n. A .  E .  van Giffen,  1 95 2 .  Cemetery 
of 6 tumuli on the Emelange. 
This heavily damaged barrow of sods was surrounded by a stakecircle (dm. : c .  I I ) , 
partly cut away on the N side. On the S and W sides the stakecircle was double. 
Beneath the mound a sub-rectangular ' ridge'-type field (probably I ron Age) . 
NDV 1 954, pp. 1 68-f) .  

A stakecircle occurred as  an adclitiqnal element in  the tumuli listed under type 3 ,  
Drente, nos 6,  1 8  and 3 9. 



-

Type 9 73 

GELD ERLAND 

""I .U d d e l , Municipality of Apeldoorn, tumulus C. ]. H. Holwerda, 1 9 1 0. 
This barrow, consisting of greyish-brown sand with horizontal infiltration veins, was 
surrounded by a circle (dm. : 1 1 .00) of close-set rammed-in stakes cut to a triangular 
point. The centre contained a SW-NE grave. Sec. cremation burials were found at 
several places in  the mound. In the floor of the tumulus a large number of undeco­
rated Neolithic sherds, some sherds with cord impressions, and some of Passage Grave 
ware were found, as well as a number of flints (Neolithic). Holwerda interpreted 
the various barrow structures as deriving from a collapsed wooden structure. 
OM Leidell, OR V, 1 9 1  I ,  pp. 9-1 1 ;  cf. also Van Giffen ,  Bauart, 1 930,  pp. 1 1 0-1 .  
A number of stakeholes on the E and \TV sides were probably destroyed by a trench 
dug in  1 842 by Dr L. ] .  F. J anssen, who discqvered only two - apparently sec. -
cremation burials high i n  the centre of the mound. Professor Sandifort determined 
the cremated bones as human. NB IV, 1 844, p. 86. 
Cf. also type 3, Gelderland, no 1 (tumulus B) and type 5, Gelderland, nos 1 - 3 .  

2 V i e  r h o  u t e n , Municipality o f  Ermeloo, tlllllU!IIS 9 .  A .  E. van Giffen, 1 939 .  
Two-period barrow, consisting of :  
( I )  A very low mound of  sand surrounded by a stakecircle (dm. : 1 1 .00). At the 
centre lay a cremation burial, almost at floor level. 
(2)  An additional capping of sods \\'ith at its centre a deep N-S gra\'e pit with coffin. 
Some 20 sec. graves came to light, nearly all with coffins, and with many inter­
sections .  Three of these cut across the stakecircle. A barrel-shaped urn of very 
gritty texture, containing cremated bone, was also discovered in  this barrow. 
Excavated together with 8 other tumuli, without peripheral constructions. In  
tumulus 7 two Bell Beakers were found in the  central grave. 

An external stakecircle occurred as an additional element in tumulus 2 near Epe 
(type 3, Gelderland, no 3 ) .  Possibly, however, this might be a peripheral construc­
tion belonging to the sec. capping of the tumulus recognized by' Bursch.  

NORTH BRABANT 

1 - 3 T o t  e r  f 0 u t-H a I v e M ij I ,  Municipality of Veldhoven, tumuli 8 (temporary circle ; 
1 4C-date : 3055 ± 90 years), 1 0  and 1 6 , a total of 3 specimens . See Part I .  

A stakecircle occurred as a n  additional element i n  type 3 ,  North Brabant, n o  I (partly 
between the phh.  of the pc . ,  partly external), type 4,  North Brabant, nos 1-2  (external) ,  
type 6,  North Brabant, no 2 (external) and  type 7 ,  North Brabant, no 1 1  (external) .  

1 9  E.g. type 5,  Gelderland, no I .  
20 Occasionally a circle of stakes in a narrow foundation trench - descendant of 

the Neolithic type 2 ?  - occurred in the (Late ?) Bronze or in the (Early ?) Iron Age. 
Cf. phase 4 of tumulus 12 at Oudemolen (see type 6,  D rente, no 7), and tumulus 10 at 
Balloo (type 9,  Drente, no 3). Brunsting found ( 1 950) a single row of stakes in a fairl�' 
narrow but deep trench in a barrow at Hooge M ierde (entrance on the NE side ? ) .  A central 
grave was not found, but a cremation burial had been made in the edge, and the 
foundation trench also contained some cremated bones . 

21 This grave type is very common in Westphalia. Cf. e.g. A. Stieren, T-J!fstjalell XX, 
1 93 5 ,  pp. 250-6 ( S5Iten, Kr. Recklinghausen) ; H.  Kroll ,  Germallia 22 ,  1 938,  pp. 79, 
226-7 (HUlsten,  Kr. Borken). Cf. also p .  9,  note 79 and p. 80. 

22 TVestjalell XX, 1 93 5 ,  pp. 252-3 .  
23  This is invariably the largest diameter. 



I N  CONCLUSION 

From 1 908 to 1 95 2  a total of 1 79 timber circles of types 3-9, not  counting 
1 1  additional stakecircles, were excavated in  the Netherlands . l  
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The corpus assembled above ref,lects, In compact form, some 45 years' 

archaeological investigation in the Netherlands. Though many problems remain 
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unsolved, the Dutch barrow excavations eloquently i l lustrate the fact that even 
monuments preserving l i ttle or no remains of the material culture of their time 
constitute valuable documents for the study of the past. 

In future barrow excavations it  will be a prime requisite to investigate entire 
barrow groups. Only thus will i t  be possible, in excavating numbers of barrows 
without datable grave goods, to turn to account the rather adverse conditions, 
and in particular to obtain a relative chronology by means of pollen analysis. For 
Brabant the ' Vijfberg' on the Rechte Heide near Goirle, excavated by Van Giffen, 
forms the first, the Toterfout-Halve Mij l  group the largest example of a com­
pletely investigated barrow cemetery. 

1 The above corpus of the Dutch Bronze Age timber circles was finished in July 1 95 2 .  
Through a number o f  excavations since carried out ( 1 952)  t h e  total has now (January 1 953)  
risen to c .  1 85 .  (Barrow between V e s s e m and H a I ve M ij I ,  Province of  North Brabant, 
specimens of types 6 and 9 ,  Part I, fig. 2, BH IV, 1 952 ,  pp. 57-9, PSSAlN IV, 1 ,  
J uni 1 95 3 ,  pp.  8-9 ; E i s  p e e t ,  Province of Gelderland, specimens of types 3 and 9 ;  
H ij k e n, Province of Drente, type 3 . )  At Hijken a number of pcc. of types 3 and 9 
were excavated in the summer of 1 95 3 .  



CONTINENTAL AND BRITISH ANALOGUES OF 

POSTC1RCLE TYPES 3-9 

Monuments resembling the Dutch postcircle types treated above are still 
relatively unknown in  Western Europe. This is mainly due to the unequal inten­
sity o( the systematic barrow excavations in the several countries . Conclusions as 
to origin and distribution of these timber monuments are thus hardly justified 
in the present state of knowledge. 

Comparable prehistoric timber circles have been discovered only in Britain,  
Germany and Denmark. For Belgium and France 1 the distribution map still 
depends entirely on the traditional savage pictures and elephants to dispel the 
blanks of our ignorance. 

We shall here briefly review the continental parallels. Completeness must not 
be expected, as new and yet unpublished instances may have been discovered 
in recent years. 

D EN M A R K  

From Denmark examples of types 3 and 9 only have so far been recorded. 
A very fine specimen of a t y p e  3 timber circle (dm. E-W : 1 2.00, N-S : 

1 3 .00,  1 4  phh.) was discovered by G. Rosenberg as early as 1 908 i n  a tumulus at 
V e s t e r l u n d  (parish of Vester, district of Vej le) in Jutland. The mound had 
been built on old arable with plough-markings. It was not u nti l  1 94 1  that this 
discovery was published, from Rosenberg's exemplary record, by Professor 
G. Hatt.2 Rosenberg had considered the postholes as supports of a round hut 
and interpreted the plough-markings - in two directions at right angles - as 
the traces of fallen wattle walls. - The central grave of the subsequently enlarged 
and heightened mound contained an undatable bronze sickle ('Seglblad'), also 
pointing to agriculture. Among the later grave goods were two bronze ' Bojlenaale' 

( Bronze Age period 3 after Sophus Muller),3 affording a terminus ante quem 

for the postcircle. 
Of late years some further timber circles have been excavated in  Jutland which, 

however, al l  belonged to the Neolithic Jutland single grave culture .4  In 194 1 -2 

G. Kunwald excavated seven barrows out of a cemetery of some 1 5  tumuli 
near B r a t b j e r g (parish of Hee and Hover, hundred of Hind, district of Ring­
kobing) some 1 0  kilometres NE of Ringhlbing in Jutland. Two of them were 
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enclosed by a ringditch containing traces of posts (dm. : 0 . I S-O. 20) . In the one 
a single closely spaced circle (type 2 or S ?) was situated on the inner lip of the 
d itch ; in the other a number of widely spaced posts (type 3 )  were found to have 
been placed at regular intervals in the ditch. Kunwald assumes that the post­
circles stand in close connexion to the ringditches frequently occurring in Neoli­
thic single grave barrows. In a five-period barrow at E s b j e r g, in S\V Jutland, 
excavated by H. Andersen ( 1 949) and G. Kunwald ( 1 9S0), traces were found 
of a circle of quite slender stakes (dm. : 0.04-0.oS,  int . : 0 .30-0040) that had pro­
bably supported an original fence of hurdling. 

G ERMANY 

On two instructive maps H. Hoffmann has recorded the ' distribution' of 
barrows with t imber structures in Germany ( 1 940) .5  The number of monuments 
from Germany and Denmark that he assigned to the class of 'Palisadenhiigel ' 

was 28 (26 and 2 specimens respectively) .  A number of doubtful or certainly misin­
terpreted cases will be omitted from our discussion .6 

We shall here review the analogues for our Bronze Age types 3 ,  5, 6 and 7.  We 
may remark that the Neolithic types I and 2 are also represented, each by a single 
monument .?  The Late I ron Age structures, which Hoffmann also recorded, and 
which are especially to be found in  the Trier region, will not be taken into account.s 

TYPE 3 

Westphalia 

H a l t e r n ,  Kreis Recklinghausen, Site 1. In A .  Stieren's excavations ( 1 932) in the 
well-known Roman 'Hauptlager' ,  the NVv corner of the so-called fabrira produced some 
Beaker sherds, a ' Griinsteinbeilchen' of rectangular section, an arrowhead and a few 
flint flakes. I n  the immediate vicinity a rd. ( int .  dm. : 6.70) with concentric internal pc. 
(dm. : c. 5, 8 phh.)  was discovered, which had probably belonged to a barrow levelled 
in laying out the Roman fortress. An interment could not be found. 

A .  Stieren, Germania 1 8, 1 934, p. 59 and Westfalell XIX,  1 934,  p .  J I  6 ;  C.  Albrecht, 
Westfalell X I X ,  1 934,  p. 1 27 .  

H e r  n e .  Two partly destroyed single widely spaced pcc. ,  not quite concentric, showed 
in the subsoil .  The inner (9 + 8 phh.)  measured some 8 to 9 metres across, the outer 
( 1 5  + 7 phh.) some 10 to I I  metres . On the surface no trace of a barrow remained. This 
was, in our opinion, a two-period monunlcnt . The inner ci rcle may have had two extra 
phh.  on the N\�l side. A ph. slightly inside the true line of the outer circle on the NNW 
side may indicate an entrance blocking, and an empty \VNV,T-ESE gra,'e pit may have 
belonged to the earliest pc. On the site of the presumed barrow a few sherds were found of 
a thick-walled vessel of very gritty texture with whipped cord ornament. 

Albrecht, Westfalell X IX, 1 934, pp. 1 28-9: 
The above monuments have been described by Albrecht in his survey of the Neolithic 

barrows in  Westphalia ( 1 934).9 In our opinion it  i s  quite lil<ely that they date from the 
Early Bronze Age. 
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W e  x t near Nienborg, Kreis Ahaus . K. Hucke, 1 937-8. 
TlIrllllllls j (dm. : 6.50,  or. h . : 0. 50) was surrounded by a pc. (dm. : c .  6, 1 1  phh. and 

3 other extra phh.) .  Six secondary interments in  urns were found in this barrow, five of 
them destroyed. Probably we have here an I ron Age descendant of the type 3 postcircle. 
The tumulus lay in  a ringditch urnfield with sub-rectangular rdd .  containing internal 
rectangular configurations of posts, and with round and square ditches. 

Bodel1altertiimer West/alens V I I ,  1 950, p.  1 74.  

Rhine Province 

A I t e n  r a t  h, Siegkreis. In the necropolis of some 600 tumuli on the Wahner Heide. 
C.  & E. Rademacher, 1 930. 

TIIIlW/US .5 (dm. : 1 6 .00, h . : 1 . 20), of sods, was surrounded by a pc. (dm. : 1 2 .00, 17 + 1 2  
o r  1 3  phh. , dm. phh. : 0.60, dm. posts : 0. 1 5 )  a large part of which had been destroyed by 
gravel workings. Inside the pc. remains of tangential beams were found lying against the 
timber uprights ; according to the excavators they formed part of a 0.75 high three-course 
revetment of horizontal beams. The round grave pit at the centre (dm. : z .oo) had 
been destroyed. It was surrounded by a rd . (dm. : 6.00) . 'vYe may further note that 
one of the tumuli here is said to have 'been enclosed by a circle of 1 2  widely spaced 
stones. 

Mannlls XXIV, 1 93 2 ,  pp. 5 3 2-5 . 

G i e r s h o fe ri, Kreis Neuwied. K. H. Wagner, 1 93 6-7. 

Tumllllls T ( 1 936) (dm. : 2 2.00, h . : 1 .00) contained a fine pc. (dm. : 1 6 .50,  23 phh . ,  
probably 1 7  o f  the actual pc. and 6 further intermediate phh. in  5 or 6 intervals o n  the 
'vY side) surrounding a NW-SE coffin of heavy planks at ground level. The coffin con­
tained a bronze dagger with 4 rivet holes (altere suddeutsche Hugelgraberbronzezeit) . . 
On the E side the barrow contained an older grave pit with trunk coffin, cut across by 
a ph. of the pc. On the N side, outside the pc . ,  lay a cremation burial with a few sherds 
(Urnenfelderkultur ?). In the body of the mound remains of bronze objects were found, 
among them two arm spirals with doubled-back end, as well as pottery sherds - one a 
rim sherd (Late La Tene). 

BOllll. Jahrb. 1 43/ 1 44, 1 93 8/39, 
' pp. 362-5 . 

TlImulus 3 ( 1 937) (dm. : 24.00, h . : 1 . 50), probably of sods, contained another fine pc. 
(dm. : 1 6 .00, 2 1  + I phh.) .  The ph.  wanting on the W side may represent an entrance. At 
the centre lay an E-W trunk coffin at ground level, more than half destroyed by a recent 
disturbance. The body of the mound contained a few sherds. 

BOI1I1. Jahrb. 1 43/1 44, 1 93 8/39, p.  366.  

Baden 

H u t  t e n  h e i m (Bruchsal) . Group of barrows 20 km N of Karlsruhe, between Graben 
and Philippsburg, NW of Huttenheim. A. Dauber, 1 93 8 .  

Tumlllus 9 (dm. : 1 4.00, h . : 0.70 according to  the text, 0.90 according to the drawing) 
contained a pc. (dm. : c .  7.50 ,  1 1  phh.) which, Dauber thought, originally stood 
within the edge of the barrow. In the large i rregular holes a stain with much charcoal 
indicated the place of each post (dm. : 0. 1 0-0. 20). There was a noticeably larger interval 
on the SSW side, and an intermediate ph. on the N side perhaps represented an entrance 
blocking. At 0.40 below the top of the barrow, slightly E of the centre, lay a N-S inhuma­
tion grave ('das Grab' ,  according to Dauber), perhaps of an adult woman interred with 
the head to the S. Near the skull lay sherds of  a blackish grey handled cup (Henkelnapf). 
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I n  a dark stain (remains of leather) near the sherds on the N side lay a bronze ' Schleifen­
halsnadel '  (I . :  0.095) ending in a 'Vasenkopf' (Hallstatt D). NE of the legs two parallel 
N-S boards 'were found, the N ends linked by a crossboard. Between the boards and close 
together lay four animal metacarpals and one carpal, with a tubular bone somewhat farther 
S.  Remarkably enough the grave is not shown in the section ; from its high position 
(0.40 below the top of a barrow at least 0.70 high) it should,  we think, be deduced that 
this must be a secondary interment. Perhaps a primary interment at ground level went 
unnoticed. The bronze ' Schleifenhalsnadel' thus would give only a t erminus ante quem 
for the monument. On the S side, just in the slope of the barrow, lay a wel l .  Dauber attri­
buted a ritual function to the pc. ,  viz. as a dividing line between the living and the dead. 

Badische FUl1dberichte XV, 1 939,  pp. 64-73 ,  especially pp.  65-7 1 .  

TYPE 5 

Westphalia 

E p e, Kreis Ahaus. An irregular circle of fairly closely sited phh. (dm. : c. 1 4) enclosed 
a very eccentric WSW-ENE grave pit (SE of pc. centre). The grave lay within a roughly 
square trench with rounded corners (dm. : 3 .00-3 . 50,  width : 0 .50 ; ' Bienenkorbgrab' 
according to H offmann). No trace of a barrow remained. In the NVv corner of the grave 
(2 .00 X 1 .00') an un decorated S-Beaker with foot was found ; on it lay a flint knife, and 
beside it a small flint axe. Late Neolithic. To the N E  two parallel foundation trenches 
and several phh.  l inked up with the pc. According to Albrecht they belonged to a ' Rechteck­
bau' of 7 .00 by 1 2 .00 'mit zweigeteiltem I nnenraum' .  No trace of a hearth was found. 
A lbrecht assumed that it was not a dwelling but a ' Kultbau ' ,  immediately connected 
with the timber circle. The entrance might have been on the W side. 

Albrecht, Westfalell XIX,  1 934, pp.  1 2 3-4. 

TYPE 6 

Lower Saxol1Y 

L o g  a b i r u m ,  Kreis Leer. H .  Schroller. Cemetery of originally 5 2  tumuli of which 
1 0  remained (Neolithic and Bronze Age). 

TumulllS 6,  of dirty brown sand with few inverted sods, could hardly be adequately 
observed on account of sand digging (dm . :  between 1 2 .00 and 20.00). In our opinion it 
must have been a two-period monument : 

( 1 )  A n  irregular double closely spaced pc. (int. dm. : c. 8) round a slightly eccentric 
WNW-ESE grave pit (S of pc. centre ; 3 .00 X 1 . 20) with extended silhouette, the head 
to the 'V. Sec. tangential WNW-ESE grave on the N E  side, filled with clear sods, also 
containing a silhouette. This had the head to the E, and a low conical cup (probably 
Early Bronze Age) had been buried with it .  

(2) Fine triple closely spaced pc. ( int .  dm. : c .  1 0) with a slight SE shift and showing 
a straight section on the SE side. 

In the phh. traces of decayed wood could often be observed . - Schroller, who assigned 
the five rings, with a total of 3 1 4 phh. ,  to one and the same monument, further observed 
that the pc. stood just outside the original foot of the barrow. 'Der Zweck des Kranzes 
wird darin bestanden haben, den heiligen Bezirk des Grabes abzugrenzen' .  From its sod 
structure - already increased in the filling of the sec. grave pit - and the pot in the sec. 
grave, Schroller assigned the monument to an early phase of the Early Bronze Age. 

Nieders. Urgesch . 1 0, 1 936,  pp. 4, 1 2-7. 
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Westphalia 

H ii 1 s t  e n. Kreis Borken.  E. Kahrs & H .  Kroll .  1 926-36 .  Cemetery on the Radberg, 
comprising 1 49 grave monuments : 4 tumuli and many U rnfield ringditches, the majority 
of these keyholt:-shaped (a number of them with small internal stakecircles) . 

� TWIIUllls If (dm. : 20.00, h . : 1 .85)  was a three-period barrow, consisting of :  
( I )  A primary barrow (dm. : c .  9 ,  h. : 1 . 1 5 ) with central WNW-ESE grave pit 

(2 .60 X 1 . 20) with traces of  an oak coffin. The grave lay in a quadrilateral configuration 
of 7 phh. (mortuary house) .  Two metres NE of the gra�e on the old surface lay a stone 
battle axe which Kroll considered as a grave gift. Two cremation interments had been 
made in the mound. 

(2) Secondary capping (dm. : c. If ,  h. : 0 . 5 5 )  with oval ( SSW-:,\!NE) pc. (int. dm. : c .  
1 3 .50- 1 5 . 50) showing some anomal ies. 

(3)  Another capping, covering the phh. of phase 2 .  
Kroll assumed that the barrow was not  built unt i l  after ' naturlicher Verwitterung bzw. 

absichtlicher Beseitigung' of  the mortuary house. The two cremation burials could have 
been the occasion for the first capping of the barrow and of the pc. The shape of the pc. 
- not circular but i rregularly polygonal with straight sections of about 4 metres - led 
Kroll to believe that the spaces between the vertical posts had been filled with horizontal 
beams some 4 metres in length,  revetting the mound with a heavy palisade of tree trunks. 
Two single phh. on the S and SW sides might be explained as 'die mi't einem Pfosten 
verstellten Eingange ' .  

Kahrs, Ge/'lllallia 14 ,  1 930, pp.  245-6 ; PZ XXI I I ,  1 932 ,  pp .  299 sqq. ; Kroll, Gerllla'llia 
22 ,  1 938,  pp. 80-2 (cf. especially the reconstruction, Abb. 4) ; Albrecht, West/alell X IX, 
1 934, pp. 1 29-30. 

TlIIIIlIIlIs III (dm. : c .  1 8 ,  h . : 1 .75 )  was a two-period monument, consisting of:  
( I )  A primary barrow (dm . : 1 1 .00, h . : 1 .00) ' aus hell- und dunkelgrau marmoriertem 

Sande' (sod structure ?), with approximately central 'vVNW-ESE grave pit ( 2 .75  X 1 . 50) 
containing a flexed silhouette (head to the W) in the remains of a coffin. On the chest, 
among decayed wood and well-preserved pieces of birch bark ( from a wooden box ?), lay 
fragments of a bronze arm spiral or  several arm rings. At the edge of  the interment, near 
the S'vV corner, lay remains of a crushed oak ' Holzgefass ' ,  an oval dish (max. dm. : 
c. 0 .3 5 ,  h� : c. o. ( 5 ) ; near this, among some flint artifacts (2 arrowheads and a number 
of  ' Rundschaber') and flakes, lay three sandstone implements, viz. an egg-shaped hammer­
stone and two arrowshaft polishers ( ,Pfeilstrecker') .  Alongside of  these lay a long 
hollow wooden cylinder ( 1 . : 0.70, dm. : 0. 1 0) .  South of the interment lay another wooden 
vessel .  Near the periphery were 5 grave pits : In  the SE quadrant a tangential WS'vV-ENE 
grave with an unusually clear flexed silhouette (head to the SW) and trace" of a coffi n ;  
t o  the W of this a tangential NW-SE grave with indistinct silhouette (head NW) ; in the 
W part of the tumulus an oval E-W grave with traces of a coffin at either end ; at 
the S extremity a tangential oval WN'vV-ESE grave with cremation but no trace of a 
coffin which, according to Krol l ,  must have been present. I n  the NE quadrant, finally, 
under the edge of phase I ,  another NW-SE tangential grave with traces of  a coffin and a 
faint silhouette (head N'vV ?).  I n  a round hole in the SW quadrant a small barrel-shaped 
pot was found, decorated with two horizontal rows of nail impressions (and standing on 
a decayed wooden dish ?), which we would assign to the Early Bronze Age. Eight irregularly 
sited phh. were observed under phase I ,  and in the SE quadrant lay decayed tangential 
wooden beams, c. 1 metre long, continuing as a dense ring of decayed wood in the NE 
and N'vV parts of the mound . They were lacking on the SW side, probably as a result of the 
digging of the grave pits there. A pc. (int. dm. : c .  1 2) ,  almost complete on the W side 
but fragmentary elsewhere, lay beyond the foot of phase 1 but was covered by phase 2. 
Kroll assigned i t  to the primary barrow. 

http://www.a-pdf.com/?pc-demo
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(2) A capping of l ight yellow soil ,  related to a number of cremation burials. In  the 
SE quadrant lay another cremation burial covered by an inverted ' Beaker' ornamented 
by �ail impressions, paired chevronwise, over its entire surface. To the S of this were two 
charcoal patches ; in the S and E were two further cremation burials (the second later 
than phase 2).  On the SE side a bucket-shaped pot (Early Bronze Age) , lying on its side 
with some sherds of a ' Becher' ( ?) above it ,  had been interred in  phase 2 ;  to its NE lay char­
coal (ritual fires ?). A bi-conical cremation-filled urn of the Urnfield period constituted 
the final interment in this tumulus. Kroll explained the traces of posts under phase 1 
as the remains of a configuration of upright timbers (mortuary house ?) and of a revetment 
of horizontal beams surrounding three grave pits. The mound of phase 1 ,  he claimed, was 
not piled up until after the digging of further grave pits, as nothing showed that the�e 
graves had been dug through the mound. At this stage the pc. would have been erected, 
unless indeed the barrow was built inside a p�eviously erected pc. In our opinion 
the pc. should rather belong to phase 2. The tangential secondary interment on the NE 
side is probably later than phase 1 ,  possibly even later than 2. The cremation burials 
are later still .  

Kahrs, Gerlllallia 14, 1 930, pp. 245-6 ; PZ XXI I I,  1 932 ,  pp. 299 sqq. ; Kroll,  Genllania 22,  
1 938,  pp.  83-7 ; Albrecht, Westfalell X IX, 1 934, pp. 1 29-30 (wrongly assigning the 
pottery vessels to the Beaker culture). Tumulus I contained a pyre ; tumulus IV, enclosed 
on the \V and S sides by a rd . with an internal bank lying on irregularly sited phh . ,  
was thought t o  resemble the D utch barrows with enclosing bank and ditch. (Roder, 
BOllll. Jahl'b. 148, 1 948, p. 1 1 3 ,  would rather see here ' eine halbkreisformige Sitz bank 
um das Grab' such as was discovered elsewhere .)  Krol l dated tumuli I I-IV to the Late 
Neolithic and Early Bronze Age respectively. 

M a r b e c k, Kreis Borken. K. Hucke, 1 937 .  
Remains of  a Neolithic barrow (dm. : 1 5 .00; h. : 1 .40), very probably with sec. Bronze 

Age capping. In the edge three grave pits, one containing a plain Beaker and a granite 
quernstone. Two of the graves were cut across by the pc. (original into dm. : C. 8 . 50). The 
central grave had been destroyed. The barrow lies in an urnfield with circular ditches 
and a ' ridge' -type field. 

Delltsche Vorz. 14, 1 938,  pp. 290-3 ; Bodellaltel't iilller vVes�falells V I I ,  1 950, p.  1 4 .  

B r a  c k w e d  e ,  Landkreis Bielefeld. V.r. R .  Lange, 1 940. 
Remains of a (Neolithic ?) tumulus with rd . (original dm. : C .  14, W . : 1 .00) and remains 

of a type 6 pc. (original into dm. : C .  9 ?) which should in our opinion belong to a sec. 
capping. The excavator must have been mistaken where he explained the phh. of the 
ou ter !'I)W, \yith heavy iron pan precipitation, as fir roots belonging to a later vege­
tation that followed the foot of the barrow. Within the rd . lay a tangential, probabl\' 
secondary, oblong grave pit .  

Bodellaltert fimer H'estfalells V I I ,  1 950, pp. 4R-9. 

Hessell 

B a  i e r s e  i c h, Kreis Darmstadt. In the park of Kranichstein hunting seat, near the 
Forsthaus Baierscich, 9 kilometres N of Darmstadt, close to the Darmstadt-Frankfurt 
road. F. Kofler, 1 903 .  

This barrow lay in  a group of nineteen, fi\'e of which were exca\'ated in 1 90 1 .  They 
contained inhumation graves from the Early' Bronze Age with fine gra\'e goods, many 
bronzes amongst them . In 1 903 , besides three other barrows, a tumulus was excavated 
with graves from the same period. No cremations occurred. 

Palaeohistori�. \'01. I I I .  6 
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The barrow (dm. : c .  1 2 , h . : 0 .73) ,  which consisted of blown sand, contained a fine regular 
double closely spaced ·pc.  (int. dm. : c .  1 I )  with phh. some 0.30 to 0.40 in diameter. Charcoal 
particles were observed in  these holes. In either row a number of phh. on the S side, where 
the subsoil was rock, could not be found ; probably the posts here rested on the rock. 
On the SW and SE sides some further phh. were wanting. On the VV, S and S\V sides 
- but also at one spot on the N side - several grave pits were observed inside the pc. : 
two, on the S side, were tangential, the others lay SW-NE or WSW-ENE. Several empty 
trough-shaped pits closer to the centre may also have been graves. In one of the first­
mentioned graves, on the VV side, a few child's teeth wen:! found, stained green by a small 
tubular bronze spiral below them, probably a neck ornament. Another, SvV-NE, con­
tained much decayed bones, probably of an adult, accompanied by a bronze bracelet. 
A third yielded some pottery sherds and two very small 'Handspiralen ( I) ,  that can only 
have been worn by a child .  At the centre, where according to Kofler no primary interment 
was found, lay a vVSvV-ENE oval spread of deep black earth, some 0.20-0 . 2 5  thick and 
measuring 2.60 by 2 .00-2.20, mixed with sparse charcoal particles. No bones were found 
in it, but some pottery sherds lay at its N extremity. At either end, approximately on its 
longitudinal axis, four phh. came to light in  a row, dividing the space within the pc .  into 
two fairly equal parts. The discovery of a heavily damaged quem of quartz made 
Kofter suspect that the structure might be a dwelling. Remains of wattle and daub were 
wanting, however, as were traces of a stone-walled hearth. Kofter wondered whether 
perhaps only poor members of the clan were interred here, and whether the large burnt 
patch at the centre was an 'Opferstatte' ,  since neither here nor in  any of the other 
barrows excavated by him had any trace of cremated bones ever been found in the 
burnt patches. The three graves in the edge of the barrow, on the other hand, seemed 
to contradict the idea that the monument was only a place of sacrifice, enclosed as a 
sacred site. Surely we should have here a tumulus with pc. ,  central grave, and some 
later secondary interments. 

Kofter, ZfE 36, 1 904, pp. 1 08- 1 2 ;  Van Giffen, Ballart, 1 930,  pp. 97-8. 

In the ' K  0 b e r s t a d t' ,  between Darmstadt and Frankfurt, Kofler excavated three 
timber structures, each in a rd. ,  which he described as some kind of dwelling .  They 
were each found under a prominence. I n  one case the structure was an irregular 
rectangle ( 3 . 80 X 7 .00), the other two were true pcc. The rdd. were 2 .25  to 2.45 wide, and 
penetrated the subsoil to a depth of 0.7 1 .  No traces of habitation were foun d  whatever, 
not even hearths. Kofler concluded that they were some kind of tents, or houses walled 
with wattle .  A few sherds were found, and numerous charcoal particles. The Hallstatt 
dating is uncertain .  One of the pcc. may be taken as a small, incomplete, double closely 
spaced pc. (int. dm. : c .  3 . 80), and possibly the other as well .  

Kofler, Archiv f. hess. Gesch . ll. A ltert . ,  N F  I l l , 1 904, pp.  243 sqq . ; Van Giffen, 
Ballart, 1 930, pp. 96-7. 

TYPE 7 

Lower Saxony 

. L o g  a b i r u m, Kreis Leer. H .  Schroller. 
Phase 2 of tllllllllus 6,  cf. above, type 6, p. 79. 
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ENGLAND 

The first timber circle in  the history of prehistory to be properly recorded 
was discovered as early as 1 868 by J. R. M o  r t i m e r ;l1  it was in Barrow 23 
(dm. : 70 feet, h . : 4t feet) of the C a I a i s W o  I d group,  in the East Riding of 
Yorkshire. 

Mortimer began by digging a large central hole in March and April 1 865 .  This 
led to the discovery of an oval ,  trough-shaped grave, nearly under the centre of 
the barrow. Nothing was found in it that pointed to an interment. 'The mound 
consisted of a central core, mainly of clay, with l ines of dark matter and traces 
of fire ' .  The core measured 24 feet across, 'and reached half way to the apex 
of the barrow' .  

More experience in barrow-digging caused Mortimer t o  believe afterwards 
that he had not found the grave. On re-opening the barrow, May and June 
1 868, this turned out to be the case. 'Within about 14 feet west of the centre. 
holes made by stakes and posts' were observed in the subsoi l .  Under the central 
pit a lready found in 1 865 an el l iptical grave was discovered, cut into the rock. 
On the floor of this grave - which had been missed by only a foot in 1 865 ! - lay 
an adult male, partly on his back, in  a flexed position . The head was to the South, 
in front of the face lay a crushed Food Vessel, ornamented with stamped impres ­
sions, and close to the left shoulder lay a perforated stone axe-hammer with 
decayed remains of a handle. The skeleton was closely surrounded by large 
pieces of chalk. 

The stakeholes, i t  appeared, formed part of two non-concentric circles (dm. : 
resp . 2 I t  and 28 feet, resp. 25 and 27 stakeholes) the outer of which showed a 
shift to the West. The spacing is somewhat i rregular, and some large intervals 
occurred, especially on the WNW side in the outer circle. On the NE side 5 
extra stakeholes were found between the two circles. A few holes on the N side 
had a diameter of 1 2-1 5 i nches, but the majority were no more than 3 inches 
in diameter. Their depth varied from I to 2t feet, and some reached upwards 
into the mound for 2 or 3 feet. Outside the circles 4 further postholes occurred . 

Mortimer took plaster casts of some of the smaller holes and could deter­
mine ' that some of the stakes had been roughly pointed and driven into the ground, 
whilst the larger - and even some of the smaller ones - had been placed in holes 
previously made for them, with their thick ends downwards ' .  He interpreted 
the circles as 'the upright posts of the wattled walls of a circular hut, which would 
be bedaubed or plastered with clay, and probably having a conical roof' .  The 
space between the two walls could have served for storing grain.  The four post­
holes outside the circles ' may have held posts or strong pegs by which the exposed 
roof of a dwell ing was stayed and kept in position by ropes, which, from numerous 
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impressions on cinerary urns and food vases, we know the I3ritons possessed' .  
The dead owner was thus, according to  Mortimer, interred i n  his house, the 
walls and roof of ,,,hich were pushed inwards before the barrow was piled over 
it. The barrow was also enclosed by a flat-bottomed ditch (dm. : 1 00 ft) .  A 
few flint flakes were found in the mound. 

The reconstruction drawing given by MOl·timer of  the ' British hut' is very 
remarkable. - The ( temporary ?) stakecircles correspond to our type 9. 

Timber structures directly comparable with the Dutch types 3-9 are still scarce 
from British barrows . 1 2  The setting of stout posts within a penannular ditch in 
the sepulchral monument of Bleasdale, Lancs. , 13 was l ike our type 3 .  Type 4 ,  
which might suggest the trilithon construction of Stonehenge, is not found in 
England. The compound types 6 ,  7 and 8 are equally wanting as yet. 

The peripheral and non-peripheral stakecircles discovered by Sir Cyril Fox in 
a number of Bronze Age barrows in South WalesH correspond entirely to our 
type 9 .  A similar intermediate temporary stakecircle was found by H. J .  Case 
( 1 950) at Poole, Dorset, 15 in a turf barrow surrounded at the edge by a single 
widely spaced timber circle ( type 3 ) .  It possessed an entrance flanked by posts 
and corresponding with a causeway in the penannular external ditch .  

The peripheral rings . of  practically contiguous posts, bedded in a foundation 
trench, which Dr H. N. Savory found in two Middle Bronze Age barrows at 
Letterston in Pembrokeshire , 16 are related to our Neolithic type 2 rather than 
to type 5 .  

". ". 
* 

Rings of timber uprights have therefore, for over half a century, been playing 
a part in the published West European archaeological record . l ;  

Though they had already been excavated in 1 868, Mortimer d id  not publish 
his discovery of two stake circles in  an East Yorkshire barrow unti l  1 905 .  At that 
time the first timber circles from continental barrows were also becoming known. 
In the Darmstadt area a German, Kofler, excavated several such monuments. 
The excellent way in which Rosenberg, a Dane, recorded his observations, in 
1 908, in a Jutland tumulus - they were not completely published t i l l  Hatt did 
so in 1 94 1  - can quite hold its own with Mortimer's. In  the same year, 1 908, 
Holwerda discovered the first Dutch timber circle monument. I n  each case 
the excavator had the ground plan of a house in mind. It has since become quite 
clear, however, that where timber c ircles are found under mounds we have, as 
a rule, monuments of a sepulchral character. A roofing construction and a direct 
relation to the ground p lan of circular houses were, however, still postulated not 
so very long ago by Piggott for these monuments. I S British timber c ircles such 
as Woodhenge and 'The Sanctuary' he explains as the remains of roofed structures, 
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but not Arminghall and Bleasdale. The majority of the timber circles (of our 
types 3, 6 and 8) from Dutch barrows are viewed by him in the same way : ' I n  
general i t  seems likely to me  that the majority of the Dutch palisade-barrows 
began with a burial made in the floor of a hut, which was then either pulled down 
over the burial or collapsed . ' 19 This view is certainly incorrect since in the Dutch 
barrows with t imber circles an undisturbed podsolized old surface normally forms 
the floor. 

The very variable intensity of barrow investigation in \Vestern Europe during 
the following decennia resulted in a marked disproportion in our knowledge of 
barrow structure for the individual areas. 'Distribution maps' can only mislead 
here, especially i f  it is remembered. that in  such a small country as the Netherlands 
already over 250 Neolithic and Bronze Age timber monuments have been recorded, 
while investigations in the rest of Western Europe have not yet yielded anything 
l ike half this number. The 4uestion of the origin of the timber circle tradition 
thus remains difficult to answer. How complicated it is appears clearly from the 
divergent views of the various investigators. It is common ly supposed that there 
must be some connexion between the British stone and timber circles on the one 
side and the Dutch, German and Danish timber circles on the other. Differences 
exist over the form in which the connexions between such classes of monuments 
as stone and timber circles, stone kerbs, stone revetments, circular enclosing 
ditches and banks, etc. should be imagined. The supposition that the timber circle 
represents a precursor of monuments l ike Stonehenge is perhaps supported by 
the postcircle type 4 - rare, it is true - in the Netherlands. For its twin uprights 
suggest an articulated l intel system with mortise and tenon joints, clear examples 
of which in 'tone are found at Stonehenge . The view that t he occurrence of 
t imber circles is tied to areas which yielded no suitable l ithic material for people 
who surrounded their barrows with stone circles or stone revetments has some­
times been propounded. In i ts generality, however, this is not very acceptable 
since the use of timber instead of stone also occurs in areas \\'here l ithic material 
was available in more than sufficient quantity. 

It  is not our intention here to deal at any length with the opinions 011 the origin 
and meaning of the timber circle published by such scholars as Van Giffen, Clark, 
Childe, Varley, Fox, Piggott, Savory , Atkinson, Rader, and others.�o I t  may 
suffice to remark that Van Giffen directly relates the Dutch timber circle monu­
ments to the British 'henges' and also drew the Bell and Disc barro\\'s into his 
considerations. Childe sees the Dutch Neolithic timber circles as the prototypes 
of the English monuments. H is publication of the excavation of the timber monu­
ment at Arminghall was the occasion for . Clark, in 1 936 ,  to inquire more deeply 
into the origi n of this class of monuments. � 1 He emphasized that - although 
there is some resemblance in plan, even a close resemblance in some instances -
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the British ' henge' monuments differ fundamentally in function from the Dutch 
pal isade barrows. Clark is of the opinion that the resemblance claimed to amount 
to ' an identity of idea' between the two groups is actua lly more apparent than 
real .  The first were sacred places with a bank to accommodate an audience - ­

the latter, however, formed part of simple tombs, on a much smaller scale, viz. 
partly incorporated in the material of the mound, or else defining the edge of the 
tumulus which occupied all the enclosed space. ' I n  neither case do these Dutch 
barrow types really compare with the British monuments ; although both in­
corporate circles of \\'ooden posts the wooden ' henge' monuments of Britain and 
the pal isade barrows of Holland and the Rhineland are essentially different 
things . '  For close British parallels to the Dutch pal isade barrows he points to 
barrow 23 on Calais Wold,�2 a stakecircle in a barrow on Caerbetin Hill , Kerry, 
Montgomeryshire,23 and also Bleasdale. Clark thinks it quite possible that Similar 
constructions within round barrows in Britain did go unnoticed i n  many cases 
at earlier excavations. 

What is certain is that the origin of the timber circles lies in the late Neolithic 
period. At some future date we hope to deal more ful ly with the origin of this 
class of monuments, in a study of the Beaker cultures in the Netherlands. A 
corpus of the Late Neolithic timber circles of types I and 2, ps well as of the 
early specimens of type 3, vvi l l  find a place there. Not until the distribution area 
of these features shall have been reasonably defined wil l  it be possible to obtain 
a sound approach to the solution for the origin of the postcircles. I n  future it 
will also be necessary to keep the attention directed at the possibil ity of finding, 
on the Continent, sanctuaries from wooden uprights, possibly the precursors of 
the great flourishing of the timber circles beneath barrows, but now no longer 
betraying themselves on the surface by a mound. 

Most important, in our opinion, is the idea at the base of the timber circle, 
which will certainly have undergone changes in  the course of its development. 
In  the final chapter we shall sti l l  have occasion to give it passing consideration.�4 

1 The French publications cited by A. Vayson de Pradimne, Antiquity XI,  1 93 7 '  
p .  8 7 ,  concerning timber structures in  tumuli i n  the L a  Boixe region described by 
Gustave Chauvet (e.g. Dew; dolmells e?l bois Cl FOllqlleure ( Clzarente) , lv!aferiau:r; . . .  1 882-
83, pp .  539-40), do not deal with timber circles. 

2 G. Hatt, Aarbtpger [ 94 1 ,  pp. 1 6 1 -5 ; Van Giffen, West-Frieslalld XVI I ,  1 944, pp.  
[ 34-5 · 

3 . Aarbtpger 1 909, figs 36 and 40. 
4 Tnformation kindly supplied by G. Kunwald, Copenhagen. 
5 Westf. Forsch. I l l ,  1 940, pp. 1 83-92, Karten 1 (Kuppelgriiber & Biellenkorbgriiber) 

and 2 (Palisadellhiigel). Further l iterature cited. The distribution in the central Nether­
lands of the Bronze Age ' palisade' barrows is incorrect. 

6 Nos 5, 1 2-5, 27-8. The rings of posts, for instance, which H. Mliller-Brauel claimed to 
have found in tumuli in  the area between the mouths of Elbe and Weser rest on the in-
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correct interpretation of naturally occurring ' Urlsleillzapfell ' .  The extent to which such 
interpretations may develop in the l i terature is well i l l ustrated by J .  Strzygowski's article 
Die VorallssetzlIlIgell del' "GotIF' ill Volkslwllde ulld Vorgesc/Zichl{', Mali/IllS XXIV, 1 93 2 ,  
p p .  383-99, and also F.  Vol .  Freiherr \'on Bissing's KlIlIslforsdlllllg oder KlInslwissellschaft � 
Eill(, A lIs!.'illalldersetzlIlIg mit del' Arbeilsweise Josef SI rz:ygowsk is. Ablwlldlllllgell del' Bayeri­
schell Akadelllie del' .Wissellschaflell, Philosophisch-historische Klasse, Neue Folge, Heft 3 1 ,  
1 950, especially pp .  1 4.'\-6. See also Van Giffen, West-Frieslalld XV I I ,  1 944, pp. 1 63-4. 

7 Type 1 :  H o  r b a c h,  Kreis Gelnhausen ( 1 932 ) .  Sub-circular foundation trench 
(int .. dm. : c .  4.50) round a rectangular ' hu t  grave' ( ?) ( 1 .60 by 1 . 20) ; from the central 
grave a herringbone Beaker, conical cup, flint knife and probably two stone axes. K. H .  
V,ragner, Germallia 1 7 , 1 93 3 ,  pp. 252-5 . 

Type 2 :  A l t e n r a t h , Siegkreis, Wahner Heidt: ( 1 93 5 ) .  Dm. : 1 1 .00-1 1 . 50 ; from the 
central grave a corded Beaker. BOIl1l. Jahrb. 1 42 ,  1 937 ,  pp. 204-7 (\"1. Buttler). 

8 See P.  Steiner, Germallia 1 9 , 1 93 5 ,  p.  66 ; Trierer Zeitschl'. X, 1 93 5 ,  pp. 99-1 I S , 
especially 1 06--<) : tumuli 1 2, 2 and 4 at S c h l e i d w e i l e r-R o d t  (Landkreis Trier), with 

remarkable descendants of the type 3 pc. ( Early La Tene) ; also pp. 1 1 0-4, timber structures 
at R u c  k w e i I e r, Restkreis Baumholder (Late I ron Age) ,  and pp. 1 1 4-5,  P a n  t e n  b u r  g, 
Kreis VI'ittlich, descendant of type 3 ?  - For a miniature circle cf. Vl7 . Kimmig, PZ 
XXXIV/V, 1949/50 ( 1 950), pp .  288-3 1 3 ,  especial ly pp.  3 03-4 (S  i n g e n ;  Hallstatt B) .  
For a list of the postcirclc monuments in the Rhine Province see J .  Roder, Genlla1lia 25 ,  
1 94 1 ,  note 17  (pp. 226-7) .  

9 'Wes�falen XIX, 1 934,  pp. 1 22-49. 
1U A few German timber circles might perhaps be added to this list. 
In 1 906 C.  Schuchhardt investigated a l arge tumulus (dm. : 20.00) near G e e  s t e­

m u  n d e which had already yielded a stone cist with grave furniture of the Early Bronze 
Age. In the excavated part of the barrow he found five phh .  on an arc at 6 . 30 metres from 
the centre, within a revetment ( ?) of boulders piled up some 0.50  high. Perhaps this was 
a segment of a type 3 circle. C. Schuchhardt, ZfE 40, 1 908, p. 8 1 4 ;  Van Giffen, Ballal'l, 
1 930, pp. 98-9. - Ir.ESTPHALlA.  In 1 937 Professor Van Giffen visited Professor Dr H .  
Reinerth's excavations nol' far from () r J i n  g h a  u s e n i n  the Detmold region, j ust South 
of the Teutoburger Forest. A sod-buil t b2llTOW c{)ntained an almost square mortuary 
house ( 1 .20 X 1 . 50),. the corners of which ha.d been marked by heavy posts. ' In etwas 
grosserem Abstand urn ' the mortuary house lay a clear double ring of posts (type 6) ,  
externally surrounded by a ditch .  No grave goods came to l ight .  Probably Bronze Age . 
Cf. Van Giffen, De tijcl '1:011 vOl'llli1lg vall Heidepoclsolprofielell 0011 cle hallcl 'vall archaeolo­
gischt' waarnemi1lgell ,  Bespl'ehillgen over hel Heiclepoclsolpl'ofiel, 1 8  & 1 9  Apri l ,  1 94 1 ,  pp. 
14-'5 ·  - F I a e s h e  i m, Kreis Recklinghausen, 1 934. a group of 4 tumul i .  TIIIII IIll1s :! 
(h . : 0.90, dOl . : c. 7 metres),  Early B ronze Age, contained an intermediate circle of 1 0  
fairly irregularly spaced phh.  (dm. : c .  4 m ,  width : 0.60),  surrounded b y  a circular trench 
(int.  dm. : C .  5 m) in which 8 irregularly spaced phh.  were observed . A stray ph .  occurred 
within the first-mentioned pc. on the N side. The central grave pit ( LOO :x 0.70) contained 
cremated bones ; slightly N\V of the grave was found a bronze dagger blade ( I . : c. O. 1 3 5 )  
with 2 rivet holes and remains of wood. C . Albrecht, Weslfalell X I X ,  1 934,  p.  1 49 ;  K .  Huckt-, 
Deutsche VOI'Z. 1 4, 1 938 ,  p.  293 .  - Finally just before the last war Fraulein Dr Schlicht 
investigated a number of tumuli in  the region of Sogel in the Hummling, not far from 
the Dutch border. One of these was surrounded by a timber circle (record lost during the 
war) . 

For TYPE 6, Lower SaxolIY (p .  79) .  mention should have been made of the following : 
S a m e r  n, Kreis Grafschaft Bentheim. H . . Keuneke, 1 942. 
TUlIIullls 11, a sod -built  barrol\' on a clearly podsolized old wrface. had a fille pc. ( int .  

dm. : 1 6 . 50 ;  c .  1 70 phh.) .  Mueh charcoal in the mound .  The central grave had been destroyed 
by a large recent disturbance . 5 cremation burials, probabl�' all sec. ; one of them with 
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a fragment of a thick-walled vessd. A number of Aint artifacts came from the subsoil ; 
there were 4 stray Beaker sherds from the excavated soiL 

Tumuli I and r r here lay in an urnfielcL 
Die Kill/de [ 2 ,  [ 944, pp. 23-46. 
11 Forty years' resem·che. ill British alld Sa.\:oll b/(rial nWllllds of East l 'orkshiJ'e, London, 

1 905 ,  pp. [ 53-6. 
12 For a survey, in the (onn of a summary, of the timber circles in barrows so far d is­

covered in Britain,  see H. ] .  ase, PPS XV l f I , [ 952 ,  p .  [ 5 3 ,  note 4.  
1 3  AI/t .  JOIII'II . XVI I r ,  2 ,  [ 938,  pp.  [ 54-7 1 .  
1 �  Stake-Ci,des ill Tllrf Barrows : a record of excavatiol/ ill GlalIlorgall, I939--IO, A llt .  

JOUYII . XXI, [ 94 1 , pp.  97-[ 27 ; A Datable ' Ritual Barrow' ill Glamorgallshire, Antiqllity XV, 
1 94 1 ,  pp. 1 42-6 [ ;  A Beaker Barrow, enlarged ill the j\lliddle Brollze Age, at South Hill, 
TalbellllY, Pembrokeshire, A rch . JOIIYl/. xcrx,  1 943 , pp. 1-32 .  Summary i n  Chadwick 
Papers, 1 950, pp. 5 1-73 .  

15 The excavation. of two rOlllld barrows a t  Poole, Dorset. PPS XVI I r , I 952 ,  pp. 1 48-59. 
10 H.  N .  Savory, Arch . Canlbr.  1 948, pp.  82-5 . 
17 H. ] .  Case, PPS XVI f I ,  1 95 2 ,  p. I 5 3 ,  note 4, however, points out a circle of postholes 

in a tumulus at Beedon, Berks. ,  described by C. Long as early as I 850.  See C. Long, 
A rch . JOllnz. v r r, I 850, pp.  65-7 (p .  6 6 :  'The workmen found seven perpendicular holes, 
formed almost in  a circle, around the centre of the barrow; they were about a foot in 
depth, and two inches in diameter, and were partly filled with charred wood . ') .  

18 S. Piggott, Timber circles : a re-exalllillati(}// . A rch. JOllYll. XCVI ,  1 939 ( 1 940), pp.  
I 93-222. 

19 l .e. ,  p.  2 1 8. 
20 For the relevant literature cf. Bibliography, pp. I 96-8 (slIb ' Works 01 1  timber circles 

abroad'). 
2 1  The Timber Nlonlllllellt a t  A rmillghall alld lts Affillities. PPS I I , I 936,  pp.  I -S I ,  

especially pp.  30-9. 
Z2 Cf. supra, pp. 83-4. 
23 Clark, i.e., p. 33 ,  quoting H. Noel Jerman, Nlolllgonzeryshire Historical alld Ar­

dlGeological Coll. , 1 932 ,  pp. 1 76 .. ·8 1 .  We have been LLnable to see this publication. For an 
illustration of the Caerbetin stakeciI'cJe, with two or three larger phh. on the axis, cf. 
Piggott, Arch. JOIIYl/. XCVI ,  [ 939 ( I 940), p . " :: n s , fig. ro: 5 · 

2� See below, pp. I 78-80. 

1 



THE DUTCH CORDONED CINERARY URNS OF THE 

MIDDLE AND LATE BRONZE AGE 

The HilverSII1fl and Drakenstein groups 

The name ' Deverel urn ' has been frequently used above to describe vessels. 
containing cremations, which were secondary interments in round barrQ\.\'s with 
timber circles of types 3-8.1  This name, introduced by Lord A b  e r c r 0 m b y 
( 1 9 1 2),2 derives from the cinerary urns which W. A. M i l e s  discovered in 1 825 
in the Deverel Barrow in Dorset, England.3 Abercromby grouped them with the 
urns from the flat cemetery at Rimbury, in the same county, as the Deverel­
Rimbury type. 

The coarse manufacture of the continental urns referred to is very striking ; 
it finds a close resemblance in British Bronze Age ceramics. The paste is 
tempered with pounded quartz and pottery, fragments of which may be up to 
1 cm in  size. The thickness of the wall is normally from 1 to 2 cm. The very 
uneven surface was generally smeared over with a thick slip and shows many 
shrinkage cracks. On the outside the striations of the wooden implement 
used to smooth ' the surface or the slip covering can often be observed. Through 
firing in an open fire the outer walls of the thick-walled u rns show strong local 
colour variations varying from a deep red, brown or orange to ochreous yello\\' 
or grey and grey to black, while the inside is usually greyish to black. The 
fracture in many cases shows a deep black core. The thick wall near the base 
nearly always has an outward sag ; on the whole the pots are often lop-sided, 
and sometimes they will not even stand. Probably the pots tended to sag when 
drying, before they were fired . The rim usually presents a wavy surface, and 
only rarely does one find a good horizontal rim. 

The main shapes occurring in the Netherlands are a roughly cylindrical buc/?et 

and a more or less truncated pear-shaped barrel urn, both in several variants. 
Occasio11ally the profile is carinated and shows a pronounced sloping collar ; the 
urn thus becomes unequally bi-conical. Globular vessels which might be related 
to the British Deverel globular form, are unknown from the Netherlands so far. 

The decoration, in the form of a squeezep-out or applied moulding or cordon, 
encircling the vessel not far below the rim, is very characteristic. Usually the cordon 
is decorated by finger-tip or nail impressions, which may, however, occasionally 
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occur as a horizontal decorated band without cordon.  The cordon may be empha­
si zed on either side by a shallow gmo e or \()�'\'" ridge, produced in squeezi ng 
it out. Only four Dutch cinerary ur n';; b<ilye t m) cordons. HOluontal or vertical 
lug handles or knobs are also ([are (two examples). 

Much importance shm.&d be attached, in the writer's opinion, to the rim 
shapes (fig. 5(;-)'. These sn.w, .... a considerable variety, to which no attention has 
so far been paid .  Often it is be'�'e1led i nternally (rim type B), and in some instan­
ces the bevel is concave and was pressed outwards to form a sharp edge on 
either side (rim type A). This latter form occurs on some of the most care­
fully finished, slip-covered specimens, which we take to be the earliest. It is 
this type of rim, again, which was sometimes nicked diagonally, p ie-crust fashion, 
at the top. In the majority of cases, however, it is fairly flat at the top, with 

Fig. S 6  

a slight internal bevel and sharp ' pressed-out edges ( r im type C) or rounded 
(rim type D) ; or it  is semicircular ( type E) or rounded to a point (type F) in 
section. This typological succession (AjC-DjF) may have some value as a 
chronological sequence. Nail  impressions are occasionally found on the outer 
face of the rim. Finally, a wide but shallow groove just below the rim on the 
outside is not unusual. 

The base - especially of the barrel shape - was usually squeezed out slightly, 
so that the foot was clearly accentuated. The thick bases are generally flat on 
the underside, with the inside hollowed out  to a basin shape - a ' common 
feature of Bronze Age pottery. 

Although the tall urns described generally have a friable and biscuit-like ap­
pearance, the majority are very much less fragile than is commonly thought. 
On account of their size they were easily crushed in the ground, and, in  addition, 
the manner of interment - as a rule as secondaries in  shallow pits j ust below 
the surface of barrows - was such that damage by heather and other plant 
roots took place in most cases. Beautifully slip-covered sturdy specimens are, 
however, not exceptional, and now and then such a large pot impresses by its 
bold, monumental form and the gradations of its patches of colour. 

The urns generally contain only cremated bones.-l Only in five cases did an urn 
contain an associated find. Specimens found at Bergeik, Province of North 
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Brabant (fig. 5 8 :  9), and on the Leusden Heath, Province of Utrecht (fig. 57 : 8) ,  
contained a small accessory cup.  One of the urns from the Soest Heath, Province 
of Utrecht (fig. 57 : 6, 7 or 1 5 ) ,  contained a peculiar bronze pin,  broken off at 
either end.21 In an urn from Oss, Province of North Brabant, a bone pin was 
discovered amongst the cremated bones (fig. 5 8 :  1 5 ) ;  two similar pins were 
found in one of the secondary urns in tumulus I B of the Toterfout-Halve Mij l  
cemetery (fig. 59 : 3 ;  Part I ,  PI .  XI I :  2,  6 1b  and 6 I C) .  Direct dating evidence 
is therefore not available. 

As has already been emphasized ,s in  the Netherlands these vessels form the 
first urnae proper. It is to be noted, however, 'that in  many cases the inner, and 
more particularly the outer wall ,  below the rim, shows black to ochreous charcoal­
l ike incrustations that must probably be interpreted as remains of contents 
boiling over the top. Presumably the pots served for domestic purposes, as 
cooking pots or storage vessels, before they were marked out for containers of 
cremated bones. 

Their stratigraphical place in the framework of Dutch prehistory has been 
made clear by V a n  G i f f e n  and W i l l  e m s. They are usually found as 
secondaries in Early and Middle Bronze Age barrows, which accordingly form 
a stratigraphical terminus post quem. On the other hand they do not occur in as­
sociation with ringditch urnfields, from which it  can be inferred that they must 
be dated before the I ron Age. As far as we can see, the handsome urn' with corded 
decoration found in the remarkable co-shaped lay-out with enclosing bank 
and ditch, tumulus I B, at Toterfout-Halve Mij l ,  is the only one which was 
certainly the primary i nterment in a barrow.6 We may further note that V,Tillems 
believed that several 'Deverel '  urns excavated in 1 84 1  by J. A. van Spaendonck, 
at Tilburg, came from a flat cemetery, and were not secondaries from an older 
tumulus. Besides some cremation-filled urns described by Hermans, urnless cre­
mations were also found at Tilburg. 7  

;0 ;0 
;0 

In  order to prevent misunderstandings we must emphasize beforehand that 
in what fol lows we shall consider as so-called continental 'Deverel' urns only 
those vessels that belong in the category described, on account of technique, form 

and decoratiOIl, if any. Finger-tipped cordons by themselves, for instance, we 
think meaningless ! 

' Deverel '  urns have been found frequently in several regions of the Southern 
and Western Netherlands (fig. 65) .  They. are very common in North Brabant ,  
especial ly in the neighbourhood of Alphen, Baarle-Nassau ,  Tilburg, in the 
Eight Beatitudes, and also in the region of Oss. In the Province of Limburg, 
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as far as we can see, they are extremely rare. North of the great rivers they occur 
in dense concentration on the Utrecht range of hills, especially on the Soest and 
Leusden Heaths near Amersfoort, near Baarn, Province of Utrecht, and also at 
Hilversum and Laren, in the Province of North Holland. From the old dune region 
along the coast of Holland, the prehistory of which is only imperfectly known, 
some specimens of cordoned urns have also been recorded. On the Veluwe they 
are rare, and in the i\'orth only fragments of two specimens have been found 
in Orente.8 In this area, which has been intensively investigated by Van Giffen, 
they seem to play a subordinate part in the archaeological record, as do the 
Aeneol ithic Bell Beakers. 

* * 
'10 

I t  was not origina lly our intention to collect the ' Oeverel '  material from the 
Netherlands. In vis i ts to the iVIuseums at Leiden, Amersfoort, Utrecht, 's-Her­
togenbosch, Wijchen, Oss and Hi lversum,9 however, as well as in  working through 
earlier published and unpublished records, we found that there was really a 
surprising amount of material available, much more than Bursch's survey of 
1 938  would have led one to expect . to 

Even earlier antiquarian amateurs did not scorn these nearly always crushed 
urns ; hence their comparatively early appearance in museums. ' Oeverel '  urns 
appear among the antiquities collected about the middle of the last century by 
Or C. R. Hermans for the Genootschap at 's-Hertogenbosch, II amongst them 
the urns from Tilburg already mentioned ; and in the vicinity of Amersfoort 
a whole series of them were excavated on the Leusden and Soest Heaths in the 
years 1 878-9, and are st i l l  preserved there in the Museum Flehite. I n  Or Pleyte's 
work some can be found reproduced ; in fact, Pleyte was present at one of these 
exca vations. 12 

The earliest discoveries of cordoned cinerary urns in this country, however, were recor­
ded as early as 1 793 in a detailed publication by Canon A. H e y  1 e n, 13 the archivist of the 
Premonstratensian Abbey at Tongerloo, in  the present Belgium. D uring the French occu­
pation of the Southern - then Austrian - Netherlands, after the Revolution, the exiled 
abbot of this abbey, Godefridus Hermans, found a temporary refuge in the presbytery 
at Alphen. In this period the vil lage was situated in  the Dependencies ( Generaliteits ­
tanden) of the Republic of the Seven United Provinces, which was to drag out its exis­
tence till 1 795 .  The abbot was interested in  the circular mounds found thereabouts ' which 
seemed to him rather to have been made by the hand of man than to have thus been put 
there by the Creator. Well knowing, or at least with reason guessing that i n  such works, 
erected by our Forefathers or thei r O\'erlords to a certain remembrance, some memorials 
commonly rest, generally very useful and serviceable for the instruction of the enquiring, 
and furtherance of the arts and sciences, he decided, for the love he bears unto these objects, 
to have those sand-hills dug through , and to have their bowels searched ' .  In 1 7 9 1  he had 
the two largest barrows, s ituated near one another, to the \Vest of the presbytery and the 

T 
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windmil l ,  'cut t hrough cross-wise' to begin with, In the one, 6 or 7 feet high,  was found 
'an old yellowish i l l -baked earthen pot, very nearly high I � ,  and wide I ,  foot : which 
having been searched through , nothing was obsen'ed therein but ashes, and fragments 
of wel l -nigh burnt bones, with which the same was filled aga in ,  I n  the other was found 
a s imi lar pot, being f i l led l ike the former ; but much smaller in size,  Their matter being 
very i l l  and brittle,  and consequently very easily subject to cracks and fractures, I have, 
in order to leave to posterity a Irue i dea thereof, had them engraved with some others, 
and thus their shape i s  here pictured Nro I .  and N ro 5 , ' In the engraving, published by 
Heylen, we see pla inly no I as a bucket urn , with plain,  raised cordon above which is ind i­
cated a row of finger-tip impressions, Through a l arge crack we can see  a bucket-shaped 
small (accessory ?)  vessel, not mentioned in the text. The urn no 5 was a fairly small bucket, 
undecorated as far as can be seen . Encouraged by 'so happy a d iscovery' the abbot , on 
1 7  Ju ly,  1 792 ' had the spade taken up another time for cutting through the l ittle elevated 
sand-hil ls situated to the North-East of the aforesaid Presbytery house ' .  The new under­
taking had an equally successful start : ' for hardly h ad the spade entered the earth when 
i t  met the Um, here to be seen Nro 3 ' .  This urn, a large barrel, apparently with a finger­
tipped cordon below the rim, was also filled with cremated bones and ash, and undoubtedly 
represented a secondary i nterment.  I n  the following d ays some 20 further supposed grave 
monuments were dug through, and three urns were d isco\'ere d ,  nos 2, 4 and 6 of the 
engraving.  All were fi l led with cremated bones. They were respectively a small bucket urn 
with  p la in  cordon, a medium-sized bucket-barrel urn with raised cordon, ahove which was 
a finger-tipped zone ,  and final ly a \'ery large barrel urn which,  to judge from the engraving, 
may have had two h orizontal cordons, above and between which nai l  i mpressions seem to 
have been indicated,  the upper zone just touching the rim, which was apparently flat on 
top, Nos I ,  2, 4,  5 and 6 showed a more or less squeezed-out base, The rims were not 
d rawn very clearly ; probably the majority ,,'ere flat or rounded on top. The engraver 
greatly emphasized the large shrinkage cracks in the walls of the \'essels. As H eylen in­
forms us,  H several of the urns d iscovered were then,  with some others,  kept in  the abbey 
at Tongerloo ; they are nO\\' no longer there. They had to be treated with e\'ery care ' as 
being so brittle that they may hardly be handed across \\'ithout danger of breaking' , An 
eye-witness could inform H eylen , finally,  that i n  the year 1 770 three urns of  the  same 
shape, and fi l led with cremated bones, had been d iscovered at Alphen 15 

H eylen argued 16 that - although it is usual in these regions when cremation-filled 
pots are discovered ,  at once to think of graves of the Romans or their subj ects - in his 
opinion the Alphen u rns  would contain the ashes and bones of ' our  H eathen Forefathers, 
of the ancient and free natives of this region ' .  In favour of this \'ie,,' he adduced obser­
vations such as that Roman pottery always proved to have been well hardened in firing, 
whereas the present urns ' have hardl\' tasted the fire ' ! The forms also differed great ly .  
As the subjected natives of these regions "'ould have imit ated the Roman way of firing 
pottery, H eylen had no doubt that the A lphen urns must date from before the coming 
of the Romans. 

The industrious canon then began to look for further urns, and to that end he went 
for information to the neighbouring farmers, Thus, at several pl aces, he was gi\'en all 
manner of details about other urns that had come to l ight there ,  Of some urns found 
near Ravels, in the present Belgium, in 1 770, H eylen informs us I' that they were 
i dentical with thosc of Alphen,  though some,,'hat smaller. One of them, a small bucket urn, 
i s  reproduced i n  the engravi ng (no 9) ,  reconstructed from details gi\'en by a chaplain ,,'ho had 
witnessed the exca\'ation. In fact, as H e\'len \\'as told,  some of the Ravels urns had been 
taken to the abbey of Tongerloo. After much searching he finally sa\\' one of them, a broken 
urn, the matter of which was ' not unl ike' the uI:ns described, - Thanks to the remarkable 
description by the desen'ing canon we ha\'e thus no fe\\'l;'r than ten cinerary urns of 
' Deverel '  type recorded from the end of the 1 8th century, 
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Belgium is of the greatest importance in any investigation into the origin of the 
Dutch Bronze Age cordoned cinerary u rns. Several urns from Belgium which we 
have been able to record will be found

. 
i l lustrated on fig. 60. A visit to the Mu­

seum Taxandria at Turnhout made us acquainted with a very fine specimen 
(fig. 60 : 7). Dr M. E. Marien ,  conservateur-adjoint aux Musees Royaux d'  Art 
et d 'Histoire at Brussels, p rovided us with drawings of two urns there (fig. 60 : 
6 and 9) - one of them from Beesel, in  Dutch Limburg (fig. 60 : 9) .  On  a visit, 
in I 95 I ,  to the excavation which Professor Dr S .  J. L .  de Laet and Dr H .  Roosens 
were carrying out of a tumulus on the Mont de l 'Enclus near Ruien in East 
flanders, we were shown the fragments of a very handsome urn with corded 
decoration, a secondary i nterment (fig. 60 : 8). Professor Van Giffen drew for 
us three very characteristic specimens (fig. 60 : 2-4-) in the Musee Archeologique 
at Mons, in Southern Belgium, and was enabled to take fragmenas of two other 
specimens with him to Groningen for study (f ig. 60 : I and 5) ,  a courtesy for vvhich 
we have to thank Mr J. Houzeau de Lehaie, ConserY<l.teur of the Museum .  
Although they are still fairly rare i n  the Belgian museums, we may assume that 
' Deverel' urns were not in fact rare in that country,  especially in the North, 
in the Campi ne region. 

Our record comprises c. I 3 0  specimens from the Netherlands, and c .  I 2  from 
Belgium.ls 

Distributed over the Dutch provinces, we get the following picture. 

Province Region of Total 

Utrecht Amersfoort 25-30 
De Vuursche 7 

North Holland Hilversum 1 0-3 
South Holland dune region 2 
Gelderland the Veluwe 3-4-

Wijchen 7 
Drente vVestern Drente 2 
North Brabant Oss 9 

Nunen I 
Eight Beatitudes 30 
Alphen-Tilburg 26-32 

Limburg 3 

Total I 25-4° 

T 
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Possibly the �tore-rooms of the Leiden and 's-Hertogenbosch museums still 
,harbour sherds that could have filled gaps on the distribution map (fig. 65) .  
We have, however, lacked both time and opportunity to investigate. Also, we 
have unfortunately not seen the collection of the late Louis Stroobant, a Belgian 
who, at the beginning of the present century, dug many barrows on both 
sides of the Netherlands-Belgian frontier, as for instance at Alphen, Province 
of North Brabant . 19 The collection is almost certain to contain ' Deverel ' material . 

UTRECHT 

L e u s d e n  H e a t h, Municipality of Leusden. 

TII7nulus I, 1 878 .  Probably secondary interment. Fairly thin-wal led, atypical barrel urn. Fig . .17 : 4 
Below the slightly everted rim three rows of finger-tip impressions. Ochreous grey ; very 
gritty. Height : 0. 2 1 .  M FA : Ca I .  

Pleyte, Ned. Oudlt . ,  West-Frieslalld, pp. 7-8, PI. I I : 9.  
TUlllllllls 2, 1 87 8 .  Probably secondary intennent. Barrel urn with raised cordon, deco- Fig. 5 7 :  8 

rated with impressions of a tubular bone or reed (dm. : 0.005) .  Below the cordon, on the 
wal l ,  three horizontal rows of similar impressions, and another between the cordon and 
the rim, the top of which is missing. Pleyte, who apparently d rew the urn when a small 
fragment of the rim was still avai lable, gave a further row of circular impressions j ust 
below the rim. Impressions irregularly spaced. Slip-covered ; brown to ochreous ; no (or 
only sparse ?) grit. Original height : c. 0.25. M FA : Ca 4. - In the urn was a small tulip-
shaped accessory vessel with very uneven, thin wal l .  Stained grey to ochreous ; no grit .  
Height : 0.06. MF A :  Ca 5 .  

Pleyte, Ned. · Oudlt . ,  W'est -Frieslalld, p.  7 ,  PI.  I I : 6 and 4;  Bursch, A1arbllrger Studiell ,  
1 938 ,  p .  22 (incomplete description) .  

S o  e s t  H e  a t h ,  Municipality of Soest. 

Probably all secondary interments ; cf. the description by C. A. Nairac, Bameveldel' 
GOU1'Gllt, Dec. , 879."° On November 5 , 1 879, a bronze pin ( M FA : Ca 3 9) was found in 
one of the urns (Ca 27,  28 or 29, from tumuli  3 ,  4 and 5) ,  a secondary interment in 
tUlIIlIlus 3. 21 

TlIlIIlIllls 2 ,  1 879. Central (primary ?) interment at ground level ,  I metre below the top Fig . .I7 : ' 4  
of the barrow. Large barrel urn,  the base of which was surrounded by flat stones and 
pieces of granite. Farther away, heavy boulders formed an enclosure (stone revetment). The 
urn contained only a very small quantity of cremated bone. Below the rim (approximately 
type B)  two f inger-tipped cordons. Sl ip-covered ; ochreous to grey ; very gritty. Height : 
0.42. M FA :  Ca 2 5 .  

Holwerda, Vr. Besclt . ,  1 907, p .  57 ,  PI .  I V : 2 .  
TUlllulus 13 ,  opposite Kalllpoord, , 879. Upper part of an  (atypical ?) barrel urn. At  

0.024 below the  r im (approximately type C) a row of finger-tip impressions. Original 
height : c. 0.39 ( ?) .  M FA : Ca 26 .  

TU1IIIIlus 3, 4  or  5 ,  , 879·  Secondary interment. Plain bucket urn .  Rim missing (type E ? ) .  Fig . .1 7 :  7 
The base markedly concave. Grey to ochreous brown ; very gritty. Height : c. 0 . 3 3 .  M FA : 
Ca 27 . 

T1I1II ulus 3, 4 or 5, 1 879,  Secondary interment. Plain bucket urn . Rim type E. Base Fig . .<7 : 6 
missing. Sl ip-covered ; warm ochreous ; very gritty. On the external wal l  clear striations 
caused by a smoothing implement. Original height : c .  0.345 . M FA :  Ca 28.  

Holwerda, Vr.  Besch . ,  1 907, p .  57 ,  PI .  IV : I ( ?) .  
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Pig. 5 7 :  15 TlIlIlllllls 3, -I or 5, 1 879. Secondary interment. Barrel urn. Below the rim (type B) a 
finger-tipped cordon . Slip-covered ; ochreous ; very gritty. Badly restored. Height : c .  
0 .22  ( ?) ( a t  present : 0 .3 1 i ) .  M FA :  Ca 29. 

Fig.  <;7 : Q 1 879.  Distorted barrel urn, with zone of  finger-tip marks below a rim (type A/B) 
nicked diagonally at the top, pie-crust fashion. Slip-covered ; ochreous to grey ; very gritty. 
Height : 0. 29. M FA :  Ca 30 .  

Fig. <;7 : 1 6  TlItIlllllls 6 or 9 ,  1 879.  Barrel urn with large finger-tipped cordon just below a rim 
(type B) nicked at the top, pie-crust fashion. Greyish brown ; very gritty. Height : 0.27.  
:YIFA : Ca 32.  

Fig. 5 7 :  3 1 880. Low, unequally bi-conical vessel with everted rim (approximately type E) .  
Slip-covered ; grey ; very gritty. Height : 0. 1 1 .  Probably related to the cordoned cinerary 
urns. M FA :  Ca 9. 

Vlasakkers, 1 89 5 .  Base of a cinerary urn. Very gritty. MFA : Ca 20. 
Opposite Ka/llpoord, 1 896. iVIany sherds of a large thick-walled barrel urn. Just below 

the rim (type D) a decoration of obl ique finger-tip impressions, and below it a raised cordon 
with large finger-tip marks. Grey ; very gritty. M FA :  Ca 37 .  

Bases of two or three further urns. Exact finds pots unknown. iVIFA. 
Bronze Age barrow with peripheral stone revetment, excavated by H .  Martin, 1 922-3 .  

Two secondary burials : 
Fig . 57 : IZ Barrel urn. Below the rim (type A) - nicked diagonally, pie-crust fashion, at the top -

a raised cordon decorated with oblique nail impressions. Slip-covered ; violet o r  brownish 
red ; yery gritty. Heigh t :  0.29 ; wall thickness : 0.0 1 1 .  RML : f 1 923/8 1 ;  cast M FA :  Ca 47. 

Martin, Soesterberg, 1 924, pp. 1 1-2, fig. V I I  (on left), IX and XI  (on left) ; Bursch, 
OM Leidell, NR XV, 1 934, p. 6 1 ,  fig. 38 (on left) ; lVlarburger Stlldiell, 1 93 8 ,  PI. 9 :  7 ;  
Hawkes, PPS 1 942, PI. V :  2 .  

Fig. 5 7 :  1 .1 Barrel urn .  Below the r im (type D) a narrow cordon decorated with nai l  impressions. 
Slip-covered ; warm bright ochreous brown ; very gritty. Height : 0.25 ; wall thickness : 
0.0 1 5 .  M FA :  Ca 48. 

Martin, Soesterberg, 1 924, pp.  1 1-3,  fig. V I I  (to the right), V I I I ,  X I  (to the right) . 
TlIIIlllltlS 4, sod-built barrow with ringditch (int. dm. : 8.70), excavate9 by Bursch, 

1 93 2 .  
Fig. $ 7 :  J I  Barrel urn, according to Bursch primary interment ; possibly more llrn burials in  the 

barrow. Below the rim (type E), nicked on the outside, a row of finger-tip impressions. 
Bright ochreous yellow ; very gritty (large particles of pounded quartz) .  Height : 0.28.  
RML :  f 1 93 2/ 1 1 8 .  

OM Leidell, N R  XV, 1 934, pp.  56-8, pp. 6 1 -4, fig. 3 5  ( to  the left). 
From tllmrdi 2, 3 alld 9 sherds of 4 or 5 similar urns. RML : f 1 93 2/ 1 1 4-1 .  
I n  tllmllllls 2,  a sod-built barrow with single widely spaced pc.  (type 3 ,  Utrecht, no I) ,  

five cremation burials - some of them p robably in ' Deverel' urns - were discovered 
at a fairly high level in  the mound and disturbed by recent digging. According to Bursch 
one of them, an eccentric cremation burial with some sherds, was the primary interment. 

OM Leidell, NR XV, 1 934, pp. 5 5-6 ; Marburger Stlldiell , 1 938 ,  p. 22 .  
TlIlIIlIIlIS 3, a two-period barrow, consisted of :  ( 1 )  A ' dome grave' with central grave pi t  

(near the corners four stakeholes) containing a herringbone Beaker and a smal l  vessel with 
similar decoration ; (2) Capping of sods, in which was found a patch of cremated bone 
and sherds of a ' Deverel' urn. 

OM Leiden, NR XV, 1 934,  p .  56 .  
Trlllwllls 9 was a two-period barrow, with a secondary capping of sods m which 

was found a small sherd of a ' Deverel' urn. 
OM Leiden, NR XV, 1 934, p. 59.  
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D e  V lI l1 r s c h  e, Municipality of Baarn, Estate ' Pijl1enbJlyg', .etc, Excavations by A,  E. 
,'an Giffen ,  1 926. 

TlIl1llllus IX, Neolithic or Aeneolithic barrow, surn:nmdcd by a circular foundation ( ?) 
trench (dm . : c. 9.50). Two secondary in term.ents : 

fig. 57 : 2 Three rim and wall sherds, and a base fragment, probably belonging to the same small 
barrel urn, Below the rim (type A..) a rais-ed cordon decorated with nail i mpressions. 
On tile zone between !-rn:.l ;md cordon a double cord-impressed sinusoid. I nternally and 
exte;m.alFy sli?-c>overed ; ochreous yellow ; gritty. Ol'jginal rim diameter : c .  0 . 1 7  ( ?) ;  height ; 
c. C.H} e r) ;  ha"t: diamete r :  0.07 ; wall thickness : c. 0.008-0.0 1 .  M U :  1 926/v17 .  - Lower 
part of a cremation-filled barrel urn with exceptionally high base.  Base diameter : 0. 1 1 ;  
wall thickness : 0.0 1 3 .  Slip-covered ; orange to ochreous ; very gritty. �'IU : 1 926/vlO• 

Ballart, 1930, p.  6 1 .  
TUIJIlllus X, sod-built barrow with ringditch (dm. : c. 7.40) surrounding a WSW -ENE 

grave pit. 
Rim and base fragments of an urn with raised finger-tipped cordon. Immediately 

below the rim another row of finger-tip marks. Probably secondary interment ; found In 
a recent disturbance. M U :  I 926/V15 . 

TIII1lIlI11S I, from the cen tre of the barrow ( Bronze Age). 
Large rim fragment and many sherds of a barrel urn . At 0.053 below the rim (type A ?) 

a finger-tipped cordon. Slip-covered ; ochreous brown to grey ; very gritty. On the external 
wall, striations caused by a wooden smoothing implement. Original rim diameter; c .  0.27 ; 
wall thickness : 0.0 1 2. M U :  1 926/V1. 

Base of a large barrel urn. Slip-covered ; ochreous yellow to orange ; very gri tty. On the 
external wall , '  striations caused by a wooden smoothing implement. Base diamete r :  o.  I 55  ; 
wall thickness : 0.0 I 5 .  M U :  1 926/v1. 

Base of a large thick-walled urn. Slip-covered ; dark brown ; very gritty. Base diameter : 
o. 1 5 ;  wall thickness : c. 0.02. M U : 1 926/V1.  

Tlmlllllls II (Neolithic), secondary i.nterment. 'iilJ'all sherd; greyish brown ; very gritty. 
MU : 1 926/vB. 

Estate ' Groot-Drakellstein' ,  A. E. van Giffen, 1 927.  
TlIl1llllus II, Aeneolithic barrow with degenerated peripheral stone revetment round a 

grave containing a perforated stone battle axe and a flint knife. Secondary interment. 
Fig. 57 : 1 0  Large fragments of a fine but friable barrel urn. The rim (type A) was nicked pie-crust 

fashion at the top ; immediately below it ran a row of nail impressions. Raised finger-tipped 
cordon, flanked by two rows of finger-tip marks. Slip-covered ; violet brown to grey ; very 
gritty. Original height : c .  0 . 3 5  ( ?) .  MU : 1 9 27/v7. 

Fig . Si : 

Van Giffen, Ballart, 1 930, pp. 6 1-2, PI .  5 5 : 7 ;  Hawkes, Conference on the Problems and 
Prospects of European Archaeology, Occasional Paper No. 6 by the University of London 
Institllte of Archaeology, 1 944, pp. 5 1-2 ,  fig. 1 .  

NORTH HOLLAND 

L a r e n, Municipality of Laren (N.-H.) ,  1 85 1 .  Discovered by Dr L. J .  F. Janssen 
in a barrow (height : 1 . 50 ; diamete r :  20.00) at a depth of 0.60 metres. Probably secondary 
interment. Plain bucket urn. Rim type D. Brownish red to ochreous ; the paste tempered 
with large fragments of quartz grit .  Height : 0.305 ; wall thickness : 0.0 1 -0.0 I 5 .  RML : La 1 .  

Pleyte, Ned. Olldh. ,  West-Frieslalld, p .  1 3  (according to Pleyte analogous sherds from 
the Laren Heath i n  the RML) ; Bursch, OM Leiden, NR XV, 1 934, p. 6 1 ,  fig. 38 (on the 
right ; findspot given as Leusd'en Heath) ; lVIarburger Stlldien, 1 938,  PI. 9 :  6 (findspot 
given as Soesterberg) ; Hawkes, PPS 1 94'2, PI. V: 4 (findspot given as Amersfoort). 

The 'Zeven Bergjes' ,  A. E. Remouchamps, 1 925-6. 



The Dutch Cordoned Cinerary Urns 99 

TlImuills 8 ;  possibly a secondary interment in a two-period ( ?) barrow, consisting of : ( I) 
A Neolithic sand barrow ; (2) A capping of sods. Rim and wall sherds of a bucket­
barrel urn. Below the nicked rim a raised cordon decorated with nail impressions. Very 
gritty. RML. 

O.Nl Leidell, NR IX, 1 928,  p .  70, fig.  35 : 4 .  
Tumullls 2 ,  sod-built barrow with single widely spaced postcircle (type 3 ,  North Holland, 

no I). Probably a secondary interment in  a cinerary urn decorated with nail impressions. 
RML. 

OM Leiden, NR IX, 1 928 ,  pp. 66-7 . 
TU711lllus 4. Possibly a secondary cremation burial In a cinerary urn, destroyed by a 

recent disturbance. RML.  
OM Leidell ,  NR IX, 1 928,  p .  67 . 
TlIlIIlIllls 7 .  Possibly a secondary cremation burial In a cinerary urn, destroyed by a 

recent disturbance. RML. 
OM Leidell, N R  IX, 1 928, p .  69.  

Between L a  r e n and H i  I v e r s u m, Municipality of Hilversum, 1 938 .  Sandpit Utrechtse 
Waterleiding. Rim fragment of a barrel urn. Below the rim (type B nicked pie-crust 
fashion at the top) a finger-tipped cordon. Grey to ochreous ; very gritty. MGH : B 1 65 .  
Rim fragment o f  a barrel urn. Below the rim (type B nicked pie-crust fashion at the top) 
two finger-tipped cordons. Outside ochreous grey to reddish brown, inside grey ; gritty. 
MGH. 

B I a r i c u m, M unicipality of Blaricum, 1 93 5 .  Wall  sherds of SIX cinerary urns, one 
with a zone of finger-tip marks on the shoulder. MGH.  

SOUTH HOLLAND 

L i s  s e,  1\1unicipality of Lisse, Estate ' VeellenblII'g' , between Lisse and Hillegom. From 
a settlement ? 

Rim fragments of a large cordoned vessel. Below the rim (type A) a finger-tipped cordon ; Fig. 62 
decorated between rim and cordon by columns of vertical nail impressions arranged in 
blocks of three columns each (width of blocks : c .  0.045 ; undecorated intervals : c .  0.09). 
To the left of one of these blocks of decoration an hour-glass-shaped perforation. On 
the external wall striations of a wooden smoothing implement. Slip-covered ; ochreous 
grey ; tempered with much quartz grit .  Internally black ; black charcoal-like incrustations. 
Rim diameter : c .  0.34 ; original height : 0.43-0.47 ( ?) .  RML : h 1 930/7 1 .  

Bursch, OM Leidell, NR XIV,  1 9 3 3 ,  pp .  80- 1 ,  PI .  V :  7 ;  XV,  1 934,  p .  63 (Overhanging 
Rim urn, according to Bursch).  

T h e  H a g  u e,  1 948 .  Rim fragment of a barrel urn. Just below the rim (type C) a row 
of finger-tip impressions. Cordon j ust missing ( ?) .  'Wall thickness : 0.0 1 7 .  External wall 
very uneven . Brownish grey ; very gritty. 

GELDERLAND 

S t r o e, from a barrow, tU711lllIlS 9,  excavated by Dr  W. Pleyte, 1 872 ,  near the 'Kollijl1ell­
kolken ' .  Very coarse, cremation-filled barrel urn, with a zdne of finger-tip marks below 
the rim. Height : 0 .27 .  RML. 
Ned. Oudh. ,  Gelderlal1d, pp. 68-9, PI .  XVI I I : ' 7 .  

Environment o f  K o  0 t w ij k ,  1 874 . Barrel urn. Below the rim (type F )  a finger-tipped Fig. 57 : I 
cordon. Stained greyish violet to ochreous brown ; very gritty. Height : 0.27 .  RML :  KW 1 5 .  
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Fig . 58 : I H a r d e r w ij k, fOl'mc;r Collf'ct.ion ] .  Bczaan . Bucket urn. Below the rim (type F) a zone 
of finger-tip lmprt·.s,;,iof2s. Ochrec<)L!s brown to blackish grey ; tempered with sparse, fine 
�rii. He�gh'i :  ,�._ 0.2lL RiM L :  e 1 94°( 1 7 1 . 

B e n ;r..e ;' 0 1TI ,  � I unicipality of Ede, Buurtheide, tUlllulus 2 . •  -\. E. van Giffen, 1 935  . 
. -\eneol i t'hfti: barrow \\'ith ringditch (dm. : 10 . 1 0) surrounding a central grave with fine Bell  
Reaker of Batavian' type. Among the fragments of se\'eral secondary urn burials sherds 
ut" a b'lnel urn with finger-tipped cordon below the rim (type D ?). Very gritty. Heigh t :  
c .  0 . 2 5 .  Former Collection Dr W. A .  J .  Oosting. 

Ge/re XL, 1 937,  p.  7, fig. + :  20. 

\\' ij c h  e n, sites B,  F ,  G ,  H,  V and WB . .  -\ccording to Mr F. J .  G. H. B loemen the 
majority of the sites near vVijchen represent settlements . �2 

Fig.  ;x : Site B. Tall barrel -shaped vessel .  Immediately below the rim (type A nicked on the 
outside) a zone of finger-tip marks, and further two finger-tipped cordons, Oll which 
three of a probable four \'ertical lugs. Sl ip-covered ; grey ; very gritt.y. Heigh t :  '0·+7 3 .  
�IVV :  183 .  Cast RML : e 192+/ 1 0' . - Found b y  �lr. BIotm.cn a.t R de:p�-h D f  c .  l . SO metres 
at the centre of a barrow of brown sand (height: .1..00-2 .50 metres ', dm. � c. 1 5 .00). Not 
fil led with cremated bones, and probably belonging to an inhumation gra\'e. 1n thp. vicinity 
of this \'essel M r  Bloemen discovered a small collared flask (height : 0.077) w ith flat base. 
Slip-covered ; brownish orange to ochreous brown ; gritty. \ l\V. 

P. J .  R. :V lodderman, ONI Leiden, �R XXXII,  1 9.5 r ,  p. 3 I ,  fig. 2 :  I ( inaccurate drawing) .  
Fig . ,S : � Site F, West of the \Vijchensche Ven. Small barrel urn. Below the rim (type E) a finger-

tipped cordon. Slip-covered ; ochreous brown ; very gritty. Height : o.  1 3 5 .  M W :  1 330. 
Fig . sS : Site H, South of the Wijchensche Ven. Carinated vessel. Rim type E .  Slip-covered ; 

ochreous pink to greyish brown ; very gritty. Black incrustations on the wal l .  Height : 
0. 20+. � IW :  1 329. 

Fig. ,8 : J Site G, South of the \Vijchensche Ven. Small barrel urn. Rim type F. Ochreous grey ; 
gritty. Height : 0. 105 .  :vrw : 537 .  

fig. sS : 7 Site H ,  South of the  vVijchensche Ven. Pecul iar globular form, wi th  sl ightly outbent 
rim. Ochreous pink to grey ; very gritty, with fragments of pounded pottery. Height : 
0 .232 .  Certainly related to the cordoned urns. iVIvV : 70. 

f i g .  58 : 6 Site V, on the South bank of the Wijch(msche Ven, probably the earliest settlement 
(lake dwelling '). Tall barrel-shaped \'ellSel,  with everted rim (approximately type D).  
On the shoulder four horizontal lug handles. Slip-covered ; ochreous to pinkish ; very 
gritty. Height : 0.28. Certainly related to the cordoned urns. M\V :  1 3 3  I .  

Site WB, Wezelsche Bergen. From a barrow ( ?) .  A .  E.  van Giffen, 1 949. Large number 
of rim and wall fragments of a cremation-filled barrel urn. At 0.085 below the rim (type C) 
a plain raised cordon, triangular in  section. Ochreous grey to pinkish ; tempered with 
much quartz grit and also fragments of pounded pottery. 

DRENTE 

vV a p s e, Municipality of Diever, the ' Tweeiillbarg' ,  tIlIllU/IIS If. A. E.  van Giffen, 193 I .  
Cf. postcircle type 3 ,  Drente, no 4 .  

Secondary interment. Large fragment of a barrel urn. Below the rim (type F)  a finger­
tipped cordon. Base missing. Slip-covered ; stained ochreous yellow to brownish orange 
or grey ; gritty. On the external wall  striations of a wooden smoothing implement. Original 
height : c .  0 .22 ; maximum lVall thickness : 0.0 1 5 .  MA : 1 93 1/ixN. 

NDV 1 936, pp. 86-9, pp.  9 1 -2, figs 3-5 : 24 ; Drente, 2nd ed . ,  1 944, p. 487. 

H ij k e n, Municipality of Beilen, tumulus I .  A. E .  van G iffen,  1 952-3 . Secondary 
interment. Lower part of a barrel urn. Very gritty. vVall thickness : c .  0 .0 1 2 .  
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NORTH B RABANT 

A l p h e n, iVlolenheide, 1 770, 1 79 1 -2.  Nine urns in all ; three barrel urns and three bucket 
urns (one of them with an accessory vessel i). Probably all secondary interments in  barrows. 

Heylen, 1 793 , pp. 3-7 ; cf. supra, pp. 92-3 . 
I n  tlllllulllS XXIV of this large cemetery P. Cuypers discovered ( 1 843)  sherds of another 

coarse cinerary urn, probably destroyed by Hermans or by shepherds. The other barrows 
excavated by Cuypers yielded a number of fine specimens of La Tene pottery. 

Cuypers, NB IV, 1 844, p. 1 9 1 ; Hermans, NO, 1 865 ,  pp. 56-60. 
A fine bucket urn (height : 0.42), with a row of finger-tip impressions below the rim : 

from Alphen, figured by L. Stroobant, Anll. ARAB LIV, se Serie, Tome IV, 1 902, 
PI. I I. 1 1 , is not described in the text .23 

B r a k e I, near Riel, 1 842.  Lower part of an urn with squeezed-out base . Slip-covered ; 
whitish grey ; the paste tempered with large particles of pounded quartz grit. 'Nail thickness : 
0.0 1 .  CMH : 1 56 .  

Hermans, NO, 1 865 ,  pp. 60- 1 ; Holwerda & Smit, Cat .  1 9 1 7 , p.  45,  no 1 56 .  
Very coarse, squat, thick-walled (0.0 1 2) (domestic ?) vessel .  Height : 0. 1 9 .  Rim type 

C. CMH : 1 40.  
Hermans, NO, 1 865 ,  pp. 60-2 ( ?) ;  Holwerda & Smit,  Cat .  1 9 1 7, p.  44, no 1 40, PI . 

3 :  1 40 ;  Willems, Urnenvelden, 1 93 5 ,  p. 1 4 1 ,  fig. 34 : 4·  

T i I b u r  g, 'Jail Aarten Boimke ' ,  1 84 1 .  Flat urnfield. 
Plain bucket urn. Rim type C. Grey to ochreous brown ; very gritty, especially much 

pottery grit .  On the external wall vertical striations of a wooden smoothing implement. 
Height : 0.327 ; wall thickness : 0.0 1 5 .  CMH : 1 54.  

Unequally bi-conical urn, the shoulder decorated with oblique nail impressions. Rim 
type D .  Ochreous brown to orange ; very gritty, with much pottery grit .  H eight : 0.30 ; 
wall thickness : 0.0 1 8 .  CMH : 1 55 .  

Hermans, Geseh. iVlellgelwerk I I ,  1 84 1 ,  p .  305 ; NO, 1 865 ,  p .  5 3 ,  nos 2 & 3 ,  PI.  I l l : 

1 4  & 1 6 ;  Holwerda & Smit, Cat. 1 9 1 7 ,  p. 45,  nos 1 54 & 1 55 ,  PI .  3 :  1 54 and PI .  4 :  1 5 5 ; 
Willems, Urnellvelden, 1 93 5 ,  p .  1 40, fig. 34 : 9 & 8.  

Stokhasselt, 1 845 .  From a barrow. 
Barrel urn with slightly everted rim (type D), nicked on the outside. Below the rim two 

finger-tipped cordons. Grey to ochreous ; very gritty. I ncrustation on the rim. Heigh t : 
0.396 ; wall thickness : 0.02. CMH : 1 52 .  Cast RML : k 1 927/ 1 21 . 

Hermans, NO, 1 865 ,  pp. 54,  58 ,  PI.  I V :  2 ;  Holwerda & Smit, Cat. 1 9 1 7, pp. 44-5, 
no 1 52 ,  PI. 3 :  1 5 2 ;  Holwerda, Nederland's vroegste gesehiedellis, 2nd ed. ,  1 92 5 ,  p. 105 ,  
fig. 39 ;  Willems, Urnenvelden, 1 93 5 ,  p.  1 40, fig. 3 4 :  6 ;  Bursch, OlVI Leideu, N R  XXI I I ,  
1 942, p .  56,  fig. 27 : 7 (after the Leiden cast ; according to Bursch from Alphen, and as­
cribed to his Urnfield group D :  IVlarnian ware, ' vases carenes') .  

Tilburg, no further indication of findspot ('Jan Aarteu
'Boimke' ?) . Remains of a barrel ( ?) 

urn, with squeezed-out base. Ochreous grey ; very gritty. CMH. 

B a a r I e - N a s s  a u ,  between Bedaf and Baarle-Hertog, 1 843 .  Probably from a barrow. 
Plain bucket urn. Rim type E. Pinkish ochre to grey ; very gritty, with much pottery grit. 
Height : 

'
0 .26 1 -0.283.  CMH : 1 2 1 .  

Hermans, NO, 1 865 ,  p .  63 ,  no 2 ,  PI.  V :  9 ;  Holwerda, Vr. Beseh. ,  1 907, p .  57 ,  PI. I V :  3 ; '  
Holwerda & Smit, Cat. 1 9 1 7, p .  42, no 1 2 1 ,  PI.  3 :  1 2 1 .  Cf. also Stroobant, Ann.  ARAB 
LIV, se  Serie, Tome IV, 1 902, p. 38 1 Y  

From a barrow. Two bucket urns, one of them placed upside down i n  the other, filled 
with a large quantity of cremated bone, possibly the remains of more than one person. 
Found by Jhr Mr H. de Grez. Only the standing urn in CMH. 

Hermans, NO, 1 865 ,  p.  63 ,  PI .  V I I : 2.  
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Molenheide, 1 844. Fragments of several destroyed coarse urns from tumuli I l l ,  V I  ( ?) ,  
XI I ·  ( 1) ,  X I I I  ( 1) ,  and XVI II ,  excavated by P.  Cuypers. 

Large fragment of a bucket urn with plain raised cordon. Rim type D. Ochreous brown : 
. very gritty. RML : C .G.  6. Large fragment of a bucket urn with raised finger-tipped cordon. 
Brownish ; very gritty. R M L :  C .G .  3 .  

Cuypers, N B  V ,  1 847, p p .  49-74. 

N u n  e n ,  1 86 3 .  Peculiar, thick-walled vessel, with slightly everted rim (approximately F i g .  s R :  8 

type D) and concave collar sloping outwards to a narrow plain cordon. Slip-covered ; grey 
to ochreous ; very gritty. Height : 0.27 ; wall thickness : 0.0 1 5 .  CMH : 98.  

Hermans, NO, 1 865 ,  p.  1 0 1 , no I ( ?) ;  Holwerda & Smit ,  Cal .  1 9 1 7 ,  p .  40,  no 98, 
PI. 4 :  98. 

B e  r g e i k .  Barrel urn with plain raised cordon. Rim type E .  Warm brownish red ; Fig. 58 :  9 

very gritty. Height : 0.24.  RML : k 1 907/1 018. - Small handled accessory cup ; handle 
broken off. Grey to ochreous ; the paste tempered with sparse grit. Height : 0.062. 
RML :  k 1 907/ 1019. 

Bursch , 1I1arburgel' Studiell, 1 938 ,  PI. 9 :  3 (accessory cup not mentioned ; the findspot 
as given here - Levsden = Leusden, Province of Utrecht ? - must be an error) ; Hawkes, 
PPS 1 942, PI. V :  3 (findspot given as Amersfoort) .  

Bergeik. Seven cremation-filled 'Deverel' urns, some of them with finger-tipped cordons. 
Secondary interments in a barrow with postcircle type 4 (North Brabant, no 2) .  

Beex,  BH I l l ,  1 95 1 ,  p .  47. 

K n e g s e l, from the large ringditch urnfield, excavated by VI'. C.  Braat, 1 934-5 . Found F i g .  58 : 1 6  

eccentrically inside a circular ( ?) ditch.  Peculiar bi-conical urn,  with corrugated rim. At 

the largest circumference a finger-tipped cordon. V,larnl reddish brown ; gritty. Height : 
0.345 .  Possibly related to the cordoned cinerary urns. RML : k 1 936/46 .

' 

Braat, OM Leidell, NR XVI I ,  1 936,  fig. 3 0 :  5 5 ; Bursch, Marburger Sludiell , 1 938 ,  
pp. 23-4 ; OM Leidell, NR XXI I I ,  1 942, fig. 2 1 : 4A (here ascribed to his U rnfield group A :  
predecessor of the later notch-rimmed Harpstedt urns) . 

1 9 1 0-2. Secondary interment in a barrow E of the fen .  Unequally bi-conical urn. 
On the sharp shoulder a decoration of finger-tip impressions . The slightly everted rim 
flattened on top. Dark ochreous brown ; the paste tempered with fragments of pounded 
pottery. Height : 0 .25 1 ; wall thickness : 0.0 1 I .  CMH : 6 5 3 .  

Holwerda & Smit, Cat. 1 9 1 7 , p .  37-8, n o  653 ,  P I .  4 :  6 5 3 .  
Tumulus E ,  1 950.  Primary interment o f  phase 1 o f  a barrow with type 6 timber Fig .  5 9 :  6 

circle. Cf. postcircle type 6, North Brabant, nos 1 5-6.  Cf. slIpra, pp.  5 8-60, fig. 5 2 ,  PI. 
XXI I I : 1 -2 .  I nbent rim, type E .  

L u i k s g e s t  e 1 .  From a barrow. Plain bucket-barrel urn. Slip-covered ; ochreous Fig .  s s :  1 4  

brown to  grey. Black incrustations on the  inside of  the  r im (type D) .  Height : 0.295.  RM L :  
k 1 9 1 2/21. 

Fragment of a large urn. CMH : 5 5 .  
Panken I I ,  p .  272 ; Hermans, NO, 1 865 ,  p p .  80-2 ; Holwerda & Smit ,  Cal .  1 9 1 7, p.  24. 

H o  n g e r e  n s c h e  H e  i d e ,  Municipality of  Hooge en Lage Mierde. Excavation 
W. ] .  A. Willems, 1 934.  

Tumullls a .  Three secondary interments : 
Bucket urn. Below the rim (type C) a raised cordon decorated with nail impressions. Fig. 5 9 :  I ;  

Slip-covered ; yellowish ochre t o  warm bright brownish orange o r  violet brown ; very 
gritty. Black incrustations below the rim on the outside. Height : 0 .355 ; wall thickness : 
0.01 3-0.0 1 5 .  CMH : 8298. 
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Fig. 59: 1 1  Small barrel-bucket urn. Below the rim (type D) a plain raised cordon. Slip-covered ; 
ochreous brown to dark brown ; very gritty. Black incrustations below the rim on the 
outside. Height : 0. 1 95 ; wall thickness : 0.0 1 3 .  CMH : 8299. 

Fig. 59:  8 Bucket-barrel urn. Below the rim (type C) � plain raised cordon. Warm dark brown ; 
very gritty. Black incrustations below the rim on the outside. Height : 0.28 ; wall thickness : 
0.0 1 2. C M H : 838 1 .  

\Villems, Umell7:eldell ,  1 93 5 ,  pp. 1 3 3-+, p .  1 +4, nos 1 2-3, p. 1 42, no r ,  fig. JJ n[ts 1 2-3, 
I ,  fig. 34 : 7 & 5 ,  fig. 3 2 :  I ;  Van Giffen, PPS 1 938,  fig. 7 .  

TllInuitls b .  Secondary interment. Cf.  postcircle type 4,  North Brabant, no I .  
Completely crushed and sodden cinerary urn, with raised cordon. Remaio_ing sherds 

stolen oy the public. 
'rVilfems, Urnellveiden, 1 9J5 .  pp. 1 3 5-6. 
TWIlllius c. Five se co rrdaJ!]" interments. 

f·-i.� . '<): ,) Barrel urn with p�ain �aised cordon. Rim type BjE. Dark brown ; very gritty. 
Height : 0 . 27 ; \,,·all thickness : 0.01 3 .  CMH : 8384. 
Willems, UYllenveldell, 1 93 5 ,  p .  1 37, p. 1 43,  no 5, figs 32-3 : 5 ;  Van Giffen, PPS 1 938,  

f ig.  7 .  
Fig .  5 Q :  10 Bucket urn  with plain raised cordon. Rim type C .  Ochreous brown ; very gritty. Black 

incrustations on the rim. Height : 0. 3 2 ;  wall thickness : 0 .0 1 I .  CMH : 8386. 
Willems, Urnenvelden. 1 93 5 ,  p .  1 37 ,  .pp. 1 43-4, no 7, figs 32-3 : 7 ;  Van Giffen, PPS 

1 938,  fig. 7 .  
Fi ll .  5 9 :  1 2  Barrel urn, with finger-tipped cordon. R im type D .  Dark ochreous brown ; very gritty . 

Incrustations below the rim on the outside. Height : 0 .325 ; wall thickness : c. 0.01  I .  CMH : 
8383.  

. 

Wil lems, UYllell'l;eLdell, 1 93 5 ,  p. 1 37 ,  pp.  1 42-3 ,  no 4, figs 32-3 : 4 ;  Van Giffen,  PPS 
1 938,  fig. 7 ;  roVest/. Forscll . I ,  1 938 ,  fig. 1 5 a :  4. 

I,' ig.  5') : 1 3  Large plain bucket urn, very coarse specimen. Rim type C .  Dark brown to ochreous ; 
\·ery gritty. Heigh t :  0. 345 ; wall thickness : 0.0 1 6. CMH : 8382.  

\'villems, Umellveldell, 1 93 5 ,  p .  1 37 ,  p.  1 42, no 3,  figs 32-3 : 3 · 
Fig. 5Y : 1 4  Unequally bi-conical urn.  Slip-covered ; warm brownish orange to yellowish ochre ; 

very gritty. Black incrustations on the external wall below the rim (type A/C). Height : 
0 .33 ; \\"all thickness : 0.0 1 3 .  CMH : 8385.  

Willems, Umellveldel1, 1 93 5 ,  p .  1 37 ,  p.  1 43 ,  no 6, figs 32-3 : 6 ;  Van Giffen, PPS 1 938 ,  
fig. 7 ;  West/. Forsch . I ,  1 938, fig. I sa :  6 ;  Kersten, BOIllI . Jahrb . 1 48 ,  1 948, p .  45 ,  PI .  I 1 :  4. 

O s  s,  from the so-called ' Chieftain's Grave' ( ' Vorstengraj') ; no stratified evidence. 
Base of a barrel urn (dm. : 0. 1 2) .  Ochreous ; very gritty. RML : k 1 93 3/722 . 

TlIIIIlIillS ], near the so-called ' Chieftain's Grave' .  Excavation. F .  C. Bursch, 1 93 5 .  Cf. 
postcircle type 5 ,  North Brabant, no 3 and type 8, North Brabant, no I .  Secondary 
interment. 

Fig. 58 : 15 Large barrel urn. Below the rim (type D/E) a finger-tipped cordon. vVarm ochreous 
brown to dark grey ; very gritty (large particles of quartz grit) . Height : 0 .38 .  RML : 
k 1 936/ 1 3 .  - Among the cremated bone was found a burnt distorted bone pin,  pro­
bably made from one of the long bones of  a bird. Length : 0. 1 0. RML : k 1 936/ 1 � .  

Bursch, Nlarbllrger Stlldie/l., 1938,  p p .  20- 1 ,  PI. 9 :  5 ,  PI. 1 0  ( i n  this publication the 
barrow is called tllmllius 2) ; Oll1. Leidel1, NR XVI I I ,  1 937,  pp. 2-3, fig. I ;  Hawkes, PPS 
1 942, PI . V :  5 .  

Oss Heath, stray finds. Fragments of seven specimens. MO. 
Fragment of a very coarse, primitive urn. I nside and outside very uneven. Below the 

rim - decorated at the top with finger-tip impressions - a probably applied finger-tipped 
cordon, square on section. Ochreous grey ;

' 
sparse quartz grit and pottery particles .  vVall 

thickness : 0.006-0.0 I . 
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\Nall sherd of a large urn with finger-tipped cordon. Pinkish to ochreous ; very gritty, 
also fragments of pottery. \Nall thickness : c .  0.0 1 5 .  

Wall sherd of a similar urn. 
Fragment of a large urn. Below the rim (type B with finger-tip impressions) a thick 

cordon with large finger-tip marks. Greyish ochre to pinkish ; with sparse quartz grit and 
pottery fragments. 'Nail thickness : 0.009. 

Wall sherd of a similar urn, rim missing. Same texture and cordon as the preceding 
fragment. Pinkish to ochreous. \Nall thickness : 0.009 . 

Fragment of an urn with applied plain cordon. Grey to ochreous brown ; with sparse 
quartz grits and fragments of pounded pottery. \Nall thickness : 0.008. 

Base of a very brittle and friable urn. 

R e  c h t e H e  i d e ,  Municipality of Goirle, the ' Vljfberg' .  Excavated by A. E.  van Giffen, 
1 9 3 5 .  TUl/lullls VI ; cf. postcircle type 7, North Brabant, no 4. Secondary i nterment. 

Fragments of a barrel urn with finger-tipped cordon. Rim type C. Ochreous grey ; 
very gritty. Wall thickness : c. 0 .009 . CMH : 8 I 36 .  

Van Giffen, Brab. Oergesch . ,  1 937,  pp.  35-9, fig. 24 : S S .  
Tumulus, some 1 500 metres SSvV o f  the ' Vljfberg',  1 949. Cf. postcircle type 6 ,  North 

Brabant, no 14 and type 7, North Brabant, no I I ;  fig. 5 I :  I .  Secondary interment. Rim 
type C. Cf. supra, pp. 56-8. 

T o t  e r  f 0 u t-H a I v e i\II ij I ,  Municipal ity of Veldhoven. Eight specimens.  
TUllllllIIs r ,  1 948. Secondary interment. Base of a cinerary urn (no I ) .  Cf.  Part I ,  p .  34.  
Tllllllllus rB, 1 950.  Primary interment (no 73) .  Rim type A. HC-date : 3450 ± 1 00 

years. Cf. Part I, p. 37,  fig. 9 :  73 and PI .  VI : 1-2 .  Four secondary interments (nos 60, 
6 1 ,  62 and 65). Rim types 0, E, C and approximately B .  Cf. Part I ,  pp.  3 7-8, fig. 9 :  60, 
6 1 , 62 and 65, PI. VI I :  2,  V I I I :  I ,  V I I I : 2 and VI I :  I .  

TIIlIllllus 9 ,  1 950.  Primary interment ? Base and wall sherds of an urn (no 83) .  O n  the 
shoulder a decoration in  the shape of a horizontal row of circular impressions of a tu-
bular bone or reed. Cf. Part I, p .  5 8 ,  fig. 42C. . 

The Umfield, stray find. Base of a coarse cinerary urn (no 3 5b) ? Cf. Part I ,  p. 97. 

LIMBURG 

B e e  s e I. From a barrow. Distorted barrel urn. Below the rim (type F) a plain raised 
cordon. Base markedly concave. Dark reddish brown ; very gritty. 

Heigh t :  0 .353 ; wall thickness : c. 0.0 1 5 .  MB. 
De Loe, Belgiqlle Anciell11e I l ,  1 93 I ,  p. 64,  no 3 ;  Marien, Handelillgen Gent, N R  IV,  

2,  1 949-50 ( 1 950), p.  72 ; Olld-Belgie, 1 952 ,  fig. 224. 

H u n  s e I .  Large urn ornamented with finger-tip impressions. Blackish grey. Related 
to the cordoned cinerary urns ? iVIB .  

De Loe, Belgique Allcienne 11, 1 93 1 ,  p. 64 ; Marien, Halldelillgen Gent, N R  I V ,  2 ,  
1 949-50 ( 1 950), p.  72 .  

C a b  e r g, 1 927.  From a settlement site excavated by Or J .  H .  Holwerda. First occu­
pation of the site was by the Neolithic ' Bandkeramik' people: 

Rim fragment. At 0.045 below the rim (approximately type B/D) a finger-tipped cordon. 
Outside ochreous grey to warm brownish red, inside blackish grey. Core deep black. The 
paste tempered with fairly large fragments of pounded quartz. Perhaps related to the 
cordoned cinerary urns.24 R M L : I 1 927/430. 

J .  Sprenger, 0)\1 Leidell, N R  XXIX, 1 948, p. 20 (La Tene ware according to Holwerda 
and Sprenger). 

. 
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BELGIUM 

R a'v e l s , Province of Antwerp, 1 770. Several urns. Cf. p .  93 .  
Heylen, 1 793 ,  p .  26.  
From a tumulus (dm. : c .  40-5 paces, h . : c. 3 m), the ' T.f1etsberg' ,  1 90 1 . One of two 

urns found 'il hauteur d 'homme'. 

f \ ) \ \  
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Fig . 60 

Barrel urn. Below the rim (type B) a finger-tipped cordon. The base markedly concaye. Fi� . 60: b 
Reddish brown ; very gritty. Height : 0.3 1 3 ;  wall thickness : c. 0 .0 1 3 .  MB.  

Stroobant, Anll . ARAB LIV, 5e  Serie, Tome IV,  1 902, pp.  389-9 1 ,  PI .  I I ,  1 I ;  De Loe, 
Belgique Allcienlle I I ,  1 93 1 ,  p. 64, no 5 ;  Marien, Halldelillgell Gellf ,  NR IV, 2 ,  1 949-50 
( 1 950), p. 72 .  

T u r n h o u t, Province of Antwerp, Estate 'Philipkensvijver' , 1 905.  F i g .  6 0 :  7 
Fine bucket-barrel urn. Below the rim (type .C) a finger-tipped cordon flanked by two 

narrow mouldings. Slip-covered ; greenish yellow to ochreous ; the paste tempered with 
fragments of pounded pottery, no quartz grit. On the external wall the vertical striations 
of a wooden smoothing implement. Height : 0 .337 .  MT. 
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Marien, HamMin.l!,·e?t Gmt . •  ',;R I" V, Z, £949'-50 < 1 950}, p-.. 72 (T\.tmho'Ut-l.ooy) ;  Oud­
Be/gie, 1 95 2" fig. 22.5 : 'I' 

p. :l'3'ibly from r.h..., n!gion of the )'1 0 ('l ·t cl <:: I '  E n  c !  u s, near Renaix, P·m�·jnce of East 
F·l�'lkrs . Former Collection Joly . •  \ll cremation-fi.lled Urrls.20 

Fi;t. lie: I 'Base, \\'all sherds and a rim fragment (rim type BIC) of a barrel urn. On the rim fragment 

Fig . to : , 
Fig. 60 : J 

Fig.  60 : � 

Fig.  60 : 

prooobly just the beginning of a plain raised cordon. Slip-covered ; whitish grey to ochreous 
brown ; gritt\'. Original height : c .  0 .26-0 .27 ; wall thickness '. c. O.O I 5 .  MM : 4 ( I) .  

Barrel urn.  Below the  rim (type B)  a plain raised cordon. Gritty. Height : 0.222.  :VU"I : 2 .  
Barrel urn. Below the r im (type CiD) a finger-tipped cordon . Gritty. Height : 0 .24.  

:VI:YI : 1 .  
Barrel urn. Below the rim (type F) a zone of finger-tip marks. Gritty. He ight : 0 .285 .  

MM : 3 .  
A number of  fitting r im and wall sherds of  a peculiar, unequally bi-conical urn with 

exceptional rim (related to type A). On the shoulder a narrow cordon decorated with 
oblique nail impressions. Base missing. Slip-covered ; yellowish grey to warm ochreous 
brown ; the paste tempered with much fine grit, only 'one fragment of pounded pottery ( I) .  
Very uneven surface. Original height : probably c. 0 . 30 ; wall  thickness : 0 .0 1 5-0.018 .  
:'vIM : 5 ( I) .  

M o  n t d e l '  E n  c I u s, Municipality of  Ruien, Province of  East Flanders. Two-period 
barrow, heavily damaged by amateurs in 1 949, the remainder afterwards -( 1 95 1 )  systemati­
cally excavated by Professor Or S .  J. L. de Laet and Or H .  Roosens. The monument 
consisted of: ( I) A mound of greyish yellow sand - probably raised over a central cremation 
burial and a 'patch of charcoal, destroyed in  1 949 - with surrounding ditch (width : c:. 
1 . 20 ; dm. : c. 1 4) (Middle Bronze Age I) which intersected an older cremation burial in 
a shallow irregular pit with much charcoal and burnt sand, on the VV side (belonging 
to a flat cemetery, late Early Bronze Age or early ;Vl iddle Bronze Age I). (2) Sand addition 
\\'ith irregular stone revetment, after the ringditch had been filled in. Central cremation grave 
destroyed in 1 949 1 Three patches of charcoal and burnt sand ( ritual purificatory fires I) 

Fig.  60 : 8 probably belong to this phase (Middle Bronze Age I) . - A crushed cordoned urn, found 
in 1 949 by Chevalier A. Behaegel de Bueren in the SE quadrant, represented a later inter­
ment. The badly fired urn, filled with cremated bones and charcoal, was placed upside 
down in a hollow of a slab of ironstoIle and surrounded by smaller standing slabs of 
ironstone. Below the rim (type A) a squeezed-out cordon decorated with vertical tool cuts. 
On the zone between rim and cordon four cord-impressed patterns, each consisting of three 
upright ovoids, broadest at the top, and two neighbouring patte.rnt; surrounded on three 
sides by a corded line. The yellowish brown external and the more greyish internal wall well­
finished. Core dark grey ; sparse grit. Height : c .  0. 3 6 ;  wall thickness : 0 .0I7-<l.02 ; rim 
diamete r :  c. 0 . 30-0 .32 ; cordon diameter : c .  0 .36 ; base diameter :  c .  0.205 . - Two worked 
flints, from the vicinity of the urn, would belong to the material of the mound. 

De Laet, Archeologie 1 952 ,  2, pp.  406-7 ; Marien, Handelingen Gent ,  NR IV, 2, 
1 949-50 ( 1 950), p .  72,  Oud-Belgie,  1 952 ,  p .  246. 

The above corpus describes the special class of coarse clOerary urns which 
made its appearance in the literature in 1 930 as a continental ' Deverel' 
group. 

In  the first place the derivation and development of this pottery type in the 
Netherlands must now be investigated. We shall begin by analysing more closely 
what has been written of importance 'in the past regarding the Dutch cordoned 
cl11erary urns. 
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The Dutch writers - first V a n  G i f f e n  ( 1 930)' then also B u r s c h  ( 1 934) 
and 'W i l l e m s  ( 1 93 5 )  - who emphasized the relations with British sepulchral 
pottery, at first thought of English influences in the Netherlands in pre-Urnfield 
times. In this country this opinion held the field, notwithstanding the contrary 
pronouncements of D o  p p e l f  e I cl ( 1 930), H a w  k e s ( 1 933 )  and some other 
British authors, who regarded the Dutch ' Deverel' urns as precursors of the English 
Deverel-Rimbury culture. The basic idea, since proved wrong, in these dis­
cussions was that the continental ' Deverel' urns were in some way directly 
connected with the Late Bronze to Early I ron Age Urnfield movements which 
led to their appearance in England. 

Later investigations in  the Netherlands led to a closer definition of dates and 
cultural connexions. Tumulus I B of the Toterfout-Halve M ij l  cemetery, with its 
primary urn burial, has in our opinion contributed materially to a final settle­
ment of the question.  The principal new facts were W a  t e r b 0 I k's relative 
dating by means of pollen analysis and the equation with the 'Zwartenberg' at 
Hoogeloon, which is dated by a bronze palstave chisel (Montelius I Ij I I I ;  fig. 72). 
In addition we now have the He-date (3450 ± 1 00 years) by Professor HI. de Vries. 
This made it  certain that the traditional dating of the Dutch ' Deverel' urns to 
the Late Bronze Age (Montelius IV) - although substantially correct - will 
want reconsidering now that their origin is seen to lie in the Middle Bronze 
Age (Montelius I l l ) .  The origin of this culture is brought out of reach, 
chronologically, of the Urnfield invasions. 

All the same it is possible to find in the earlier publications by Van Giffen, 
Willems and Bursch 26 more or less clear suggestions that had already, we think, 
come near to the final solution of the problem. What we ourselves add in con­
clusion to the discussion of the opinions of other writers on this subject is in the 
first place based on a study of the greater part of the available original material .  

'*' '*' 
'*' 

Since Heylen, Hermans and Pleyte, cinerary urns of our group have been i l­
lustrated by Holwerda ( 1 9°7), Martin ( 1 923) and Remouchamps ( 1 928), who 
still speak of coarse Germanic 27 pottery or La Tene urns.28 

I n  1 930 V a n  G i f f  e n , however, pointed out the striking resemblance between 
British Bronze Age cinerary urns and a cordoned urn (fig. 57 : 1 0) found as a 
secondary interment in a Late Neolithic tumulus with vestigial stone revetment 
on the estate ' Groot-Drakellsteill ' near De Vuursche, Province of Utrecht.29 Van 
Giffen was by now suspicious of Abercromby's theory that the Deverel­
Rimbury urns were not native to England. Should Abercromby be right, the 
Groot-Drakenstein urn could form a direct link on the way to England ; if, 
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however, the culture was native to England, the Drakenstein specimen could 
be considered as an example of English influences Eastward. 

It  is the merit of Dr O. D o  P p e  I f e I d to have carried out the first inves­
tigation into possible continental parallels and prototypes of the English Deverel 
urns. In 1 930 he published a paper under the promising title ' Die Herkunft der 

Deverel- Urnen' .30 Taking for his starting point the view that the Deverel group 
was intrusive in South-East England, Doppelfeld attempted to trace the 
continental route by which this group came to the country where it was later 
to receive its archaeological name. The highly characteristic technique of 
manufacture of the British urns, however, was not taken into account. Doppel­
feld saw the origin of the ' Deverel' urns entirely within the larger framework of 
the European U rnfield movements in  the Early I ron  Age. He then constructed 
a route from Central Europe to England with the help of the globular type -
which is, however, not very common in England.31 The English globular form 
he considered a debased ' Kegelhalsurne', for which it would not be possible to 
find forerunners in England, and which would there constitute something 'ganz 
Neues, Fremdes, "Exotisches" ' .  It would be impossible to find ' Kegelhals­
profile' in Western Europe before the Hallstatt period, but they would be a 
' typisch mjtteleuropaische Erscheinung und schon in der Megalithkeramik scharf 
ausgepragt' .  ' Im lausitzisch-fruhhallstattischen Kreise' they occur as the prin­
cipal types around 1 000 B .C .  

I n  his quest for intermediate sites on the long way from Central  Europe 
to England, Doppelfeld takes us to the Rhine Province, Belgium and the Nether­
lands. The vessels cited (Abb. 7- 10), which according to Doppelfeld are closely 
related to the English Deverel globular form, are, however, delicate slip-covered 
urns characteristic of the urnfields. As an undoubted prototype we are asked 
to consider an urn from a cemetery near Weert (Dutch Limburg), to which 
fell the honour of being christened the ' Weerter Typus' ,  ' der direkte typologische 
Vorlaufer der Deverel-globular-Urne' .  It would be equally certain that the ' Weerter 

Typlls' is related to the Centra l  European ' Kegelhalsgefasse ' .  This latter relation, 
indeed, we would not deny. Doppelfeld, who did not believe in  a circuitous 
route to England by way of South-West France - as suggested by Aber­
cromby 32 - observed : ' Die Herleitung aus der fruhhallstattischen U rnenfelder­
und Lausitzer Kultur ist die einzig mogliche' .  Doppelfeld thought the Deverel 
globular urns a type from the Early Hallstatt period, occurring ' stark verflaut' 
in England, and placed them mainly in the 'mittlere Hallstattzeit ' ,  i.e. Period 
VI of the North European B ronze Age. 

In proceeding to deal with the cylindrical (bucket-barrel) urns, Doppelfeld gave 
passing mention to the thick walls ; the technique, however, was again ignored. 
This form, often with finger-tipped cordon, was also, according to him, an entirely 

T 
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new phenomenon -in  England, which could not be explained in terms of the 
native Bronze Age ; it did, however, have a strong influence on the traditional 
forms_ Like the globular urn with which he associated it, the bucket was 
recruited by Doppelfeld in Central Europe, and began its march to England 
in the ' lausitzisch-friihhallstattische Kreis' _ The original form with raised cordon 
he found as the ' Utrechter Typ' in the region of the Lower Rhine. And here he 
mentioned the only continental ' Deverel ' urns that we think are to be found 
in his whole paper (Abb. 1 2  & 1 3 ) ,  although he considered the latter, from Tilburg, 
with double cordon, as being early La Tene.33 Barring a few late offshoots 
Doppelfeld also dated the bucket-barrel urns to the Middle Hallstatt period. 
Their profusion of vertical , oblique and arched ornamental bands would not 
have developed unti l  a later time, in  England. ' Abschliessend kann gesagt 
werden, dass die Deverel-Urnen Spatformen der Urnenfelderkultur sind und 
etwa zu Beginn  der mittleren Hallstattzeit vom niederrheinischen Raum nach 
England gelangten ' .  This immigration into England Doppelfeld saw as a 
movement of pe()ple, fairly certainly a first Celtic invasion of England. On his 
distribution map and in his l ist of findspots a motley crowd of continental Urnfield 
pots masquerade as ' Deverel' urns in  a company where five at the most can 
claim any right to this title. 

By taking the globular form as his starting point, by linking the question to 
the Urnfield movement, and finally by ignoring the gritty texture of the Dutch 
bucket and barrel u rns, Doppelfeld was bound to be side-tracked. 

In 1 934 B u r  s c h, in  discussing his barrow excavations at Soesterberg, gave 
an account of the Dutch ' Deverel '  urns that had come to his notice . 34 On two 
occasions at Soesterberg he believed that ' Deverel '  urns were secondaries 
in 'dome graves', on two others primary burials. As to one of the latter, found 
in a tumulus with single widely spaced postcircle (postcircle type 3, Utrecht, 
no I )  he was clearly mistaken, the position of the urn in the barrow being much 
too high ; the other (fig. 57 : I I ) , found in a barrow with ringditch, is in our opinion 
suspect stratigraphically. Bursch considered these urns as being foreign to the 
Netherlands and stressed the coarse technique. 

As the occurrence of the bucket-barrel form seemed to be restricted to the 
neighbourhood of Amersfoort, Province of Utrecht - with the exception, 
perhaps, of the dune region on the Westernmost higher diluvial soils of the 
Netherlands - he thought Doppelfeld's name ' Utrechter Typus' j ustified. For 
the rest he considered the continental distribution as given by Doppelfeld -
viz. over other regions of the Netherlands and also i n  adjoining parts of 
Germany - as incorrect. The ' Weerter -Typus' he equally rejected. I n  respect 
of the theory, abandoned in England, of a native development there from traditional 
forms such as the Overhanging Rim urns, Bursch remarked that Doppelfeld's 
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article deady ru1ed Dut the Netherlands as the country of origin. He preferred to 
see Engflsh influence irr the Dutch ' Deverel' urns which are foreign to our urn 
cuhure ;:!J6 the manner of interment also seemed to point whol ly to England. 
Bursch suspected an immigration from England, and wondered whether perhaps 
only the globular form was foreign to England, the bucket being a local deve­
lopment from older native ceramics under its influence. 

V a n  G i f fe n took up the problem of the continental Deverel urns In con­
sequence of a number of excavations in Drente, and especial ly in discussing 
the excavation of the barrow cemetery the 'V ijfberg' on the Rechte Heide near 
Goirle, Province of North Brabant. In 1 935 ,  in discussing the Balloo cemetery,36 
he still fol lowed Doppelfeld as regards distribution, but suggested the Aeneo·· 
lithic and Middle Bronze Age 'potbekers' found in the upper levels of the 
Drente passage graves, as their prototypes. He p laced the. Dutch 'Deverel '  
group in the earliest I ron Age or Late Bronze Age ; in England, where 
there is the greatest differentiation, the type then reached its z�nith. 

The next year, 1 936 ,  Van Giffen discussed a fragment with finger-tipped cordon, 
found in secondary position in the Eastern slope of tumulus I I  of the ' Tweeenbarg' 

at Wapse, Province of Drente.37 In our opinion this is the only urn from Drente 
which can certainly be counted to the ' Deverel' group .  The other urns cited for 
Drente partly belong to a coated ware that is not directly related to it.38 

The fragment of the urn with finger-tipped cordon found as a secondary 
interment in the two-period tumulus VI  of the ' Vijfberg' on the Rechte Heide 
at Goirle, Province of North Brabant (cf. postcircle type 7, North Brabant, no 4) 
led to a detailed discussion ( 1 937).39 The bronze flanged axe (fig. 54) in the primary 
grave of this barrow offered a good terminus post quem (Montelius I I). Van Giffen 
could not now agree with Doppelfeld's grouping, as its components seemed far from 
homogeneous. The strong admixture of quartz grit in the paste led Van Giffen 
to the conclusion that this pottery is naturally restricted to the gravels, especially 
the Southern diluvium, and in the last resort to the great waterways : Rhine, 
Meuse, etc. Van Giffen, in opposition to those British authors who assumed 
immigration from the Netherlands and the region of the Lower Rhine, adhered 
to the older view that the Deverel-Rimbury group could be derived from English 
prototypes,40 the Food Vessels, which were sometimes used as cinerary 
urns. From these would have developed the Overhanging Rim Urns, typical of 
the Middle Bronze Age. The Deverel -Rimbury type would then be a further 
debasement. The continental bronze imports from England would show that 
in this period cultura l  influences certainly extended across the North Sea from 
Britain. In  current chronology Van Giffen now fixed his earlier dating (earliest 
Iron Age or Late Bronze Age) at 1 000-600 B. C., in any case before the latter 
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date. I n  .h is latest pronouncement, in 1 944, Van Giffen gave a Late Bronze 
datirig, Montelius Period IVY 

The important find of n ine ' Deverel' urns (fig. 59 :  8- 1 5 ) as secondary inter­
ments in tumuli a, b and c on the Hongerensche Heide at Hooge Mierde, Province 
of North Brabant, in 1 934 (cf. postcircle type 4, North Brabant, no I ) , .had in 
the meantime ( 1 93 5 ) led W. J. A. W i l l e m s  to publish a review of this pottery 
group for the Netherlands.42 His paper was the first to give good reproductions 
of Dutch ' Devere l '  urns. 'Willems emphasized the point that in this country 
they usually occurred as secondaries in  tumuli ,  as was also the case in England, 
e.g. i n  the Deverel Barrow itself. Only once, a't Tilburg in  1 84 1 , had they been 
found in flat graves, in digging of a flat arable plot . Besides a number of urns 
this site also yielded urnless cremation burials. This agreed with the evidence 
of the flat cemetery at Rimbury, in England. Wil lems further stressed thc 
stratigraphical place of the Dutch ' Deverel '  urns, viz. in  the transition period 
between interment in barrows and burial under the smal l mounds of the ringditch 
urnfields. Vli l lems was of the opinion that this class of urns came to the 
Netherlands from elsewhere. Doppelfeld's theories he thought unacceptable, be­
cause the diffusion of the globular type afforded anything but proof that the 
bucket-barrel took the same route. He also thought it difficu lt to explain 
how the Deverel urns should have been distributed most widel\' in Southern 
England, outside their original area. Size and shape, as well as the use of quartz 
grit to temper the paste, wc re in his opinion all reminiscen t of the older Engl ish 
ceramic forms ; the applied finger-t ipped cordons pointed to a new tech­
nique and to an affinity with older Engl ish pottery. The cordons reminded him 
of a twist of straw, or at least a twisted or pleated band holding a wooden 
tub or bucket together : the pottery was an imitation of an already familiar 
coopenng technique. This native English culture made its \\'�I\' acro;:;� 
the sea , and by way of the big river-mouths extended along the smaller 
t ributaries both into Brabant and into the more Kortherly parts of the Nether­
lands. 

An English origi n also seemed likely through thc rareness of  U,'l;; with more 
than a single cordon, whereas the more debased, thick-walled, entirel�' undecorated 
forms \Vere commoner. \Vi l lems rejected the \\'esterly movement from the 
region of the Lower Rhine assumed by Doppelfeld, and hence by Hawkes,·l:l 
as it was not possible to derive this pottery from some older, native form, 
or to interpret it as the product of a ne\\' - or at least imitated - technique . 
Willems also in\'estigated the distribution in the Netherlands, and was the first 
to cite the urns from Alphen, Province of North Brabant, published by Heylen 
as early as 1 793 ,  and the subsequent specimens from North BrJbant published by 
Hermans in  1 84 '  and 1 865 .�� It was thus clear that the distribution area of the 

Palacohistoria, \·01. I l l .  
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urns was not l imited merely to the neighbourhood of Amersfoort, as Bursch 
had thought in 1 934-

I n  [ 938 B u r  s c h then published a paper ' ZUY F.rage der Deverel- Umen in den 

Niederlallden ' . �5 His point of departure was the se,c(mdary "Deverel' urn (fig. 5 8 : 
1 5 ) found in a barrow with postcircle at Oss, Pmvim:e ·O{ North Brabant (post­
circle types 5 and 8, North Brabant, nos 3 and I respect1'j,-dy). Thanks to the eat'fier 
finds from "North Brabant cited by Willems tbe distribution map published by 
Bursch was a. great advance46 on that of Doppelfeld. Bursch by now had com­
pletely revised his views as to the origin of the Dutch ' Deverel'  urns. The 
l11terment in barrows, even if mostly as secondaries,47 seemed to h im to point 
to a l ink with Neolithic and Bronze Age barrow construction .  On the other hand, 
burial in a ' Behalter aus Ton '  was not, to his knowledge, practised in  pre-Urn­
field times in  the Netherlands. Bursch then pointed to some cordoned urns from 
urnfields that might in some way be related to ' Deverel' urns. Here, he thought, 
there were two possibil ities : On the one hand the well-executed cordoned urns 
occasionally occurring in the urnfields might have influenced the native popu­
lation to make large cordoned vessels in their own primitive technique, and also 
use them for interments - not in the urnfields but in the barrows of their 
forefathers ; this view would find support in the occurrence of ' Deverel '  urns, 
both in Brabant and in Utrecht, at the periphery of or outside the area of the 
Urnfield culture. On the other hand the fine, slip-covered ,cordoned pots might 
be native urns executed in a better technique as the native population was 
absorbed by the Urnfield culture and also began to bury i n  the large ringditch 
urnfields. In both cases, therefore, we should have a reaction of the original 
population to the U rnfield invasions. 

Bursch finally drew the attention to a coarse Harpstedt urn of unusual appear­
ance, with finger-tipped cordon, from the cemetery at ' De Hamert ' ,  near Venlo, 
Province of Limburg. ' Man mochte annehmen, dass diese Urne die altere 
Gattung der Deverel-U rnen vertritt, in der modernen Form der Harpstedter 
Urne' ; Bursch thus thought that the Harpstedt urns might be for the North 
what the Deverel urns were for the South -- a native reaction to the appearance 
of the Urnfield culture. ' We might even go so far as to raise the question whether 
perhaps the whole class of Harpstedt urns could not be derived from types such 
as our Deverel urns' .  These hypotheses are then concluded : ' Diese Frage, denn 
mehr will sie nicht sein ,  zu beantworten, mochte ich der deutschen prahistori­
schen Forschung uberlassen ' .  Bursch assumed in his final conclusion that the 
' Deverel '  urns could be p laced chronologically on the boundary between the 
Bronze Age and the Hallstatt period, or a little later, and that they represent 
pottery made by the native population on the example of the Urnfield people, 
to give better protection to the cremated bones of their dead. While in the 
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South a part of these natives was absorbed by the people of the ' niederrheini­
sclle Kerbschnittornamentik ' ,  another part emigrated across the North Sea to 
England. 

When in 1 942, in  his paper on the Dutch urnfields, Bursch once again 
considered the question, the ' Deverel '  urns were relegated to group F, one 
of the small groups of the Dutch Urnfield culture, of only local importar.ce.48 
Here he assumed that, under the influence of the coming of the earliest urnfields, 
the older Bronze Age population began to cremate its dead, but continued 
to make its pottery after the old tradition and also continued to use the barrows, 
their ancient heritage, in the old way. ' Deverel' urns would be found everywhere 
in the vicinity of Amersfoort, but also in a few examples in Brabant and in the 
East and North of the country.49 

In a posthumously published paper ( 1 948) on 'Die niederrheil1ische Grabhiigel­

kultur' 50 the continental ' Deverel' urns . were briefly reviewed by W. K e r  s t e n  
as Late Bronze Age precursors. These urns - according to Kersten - were 
difficult to distinguish from ' Dolien' of the Urnfield culture, and also from 
the coarse-walled vessels ' that are often assigned to the Harpstedt style' .  
Kersten saw the technique a s  an  important characteristic, for instance the fact 
that the surface would be ' rauh ' .  Both Doppelfeld's study and map Kersten 
thought useless, if only because this sort . of analysis ought to be based on the 
original objects. The existing relations to the Late Neolithic and Early Bronze 
Age material seemed to suggest that the ' Deverel '  urns developed from the Beaker 
culture of the final Neolithic period. ' Die Obereinstimmung des Verbreitungsbi ldes 
der Deverel -Urnen mit den endneolithischen Bechern des Veluvetyp fallt auf'. This 
pronouncement must rest on an insufficient knowledge of Dutch geography, 
as on Kersten's map only two Veluwe findspots are recorded. Kersten based his 
distribution map on that of Bursch, adding a few recent finds.51 He further 
thought it possible to widen the distribution area by the inclusion of a few urns 
from the Rhineland .52 These specimens, however, seem highly dubious, as it 
is apparently only their coarse fabric which merits their inclusion. 53 His theory 
that the ' Deverel ' urns were native in the Lower Rhenish region Kersten derived 
from several circumstances : 'so schliesst sich in den Niederlanden ihr Verbrei­
tungsgebiet von dem der niederrheinischen Grabhugelkultur aus. Wo nieder­
rheinische Grabhugelkultur gefunden wird, fehlen Deverel -Urnen und umgekehrt ' .  
Allowance would have to  be  made for their continuation into the time o f  the 
' niederrheinische Grabhugelkultur', for their affinity to the ' Harpstedter Rauh­
topfen' seemed clear enough. The English view 54 that the British Deverel­
Rimbury culture must be explained as an 'invasion from the Continent he doubted 
on account of the paucity of the material from the Rhine and Meuse delta. 
Rather, he thought, the English Deverel urns, l ike their continental relatives, 



1 [ 6 The Dutch Cordoned C inerary Urns . 

were native developments from the Beaker culture. ' Die gleichen Wurzeln 
fiihren, ohne dass gegenseitige Beeinflussung notwendig ist, zu einer annlichen 
Entwicklung. Die Benennung ' Deverel-Urnen' fur die kantinentale Gruppe 
ware dann freilich nur irrefuh rend und sallte bald aufgegeben werden. Hier 
geniigt aber d ie Feststel lung, dass ... vir in den ' Deverel-Urnen' a m  Niederrhein 
d a s oder zum mindesten e i n bodenstandiges Kulturelement  zur Zeit der 
Einwanderung der Urnenfelderleute zu erblicken haben' .  

M .  E.  M a r i e n ,  i n  a recent study o f  the Late Bronze Age i n  Belgium,55 
noted that the Deverel urns appeared in the Campine tumuli as a new feature at the 
beginning of the Late Bronze Age ( Hallstatt A, [ 000-7 5 0 B .C. ) .  This group seemed 
to form part of a culture extending from Lower Saxony,56 by way of Drente, the 
centre and South of th�� Netherlands, the Cam pine, the 'West of Belgium and 
beyond the Scheldt a5 far as Picaniy. Almost certainly the Deverel culture here 
would have continued till at least the coming of the U rnfield people. Only under 
the pressure of new elements - represented by the cemeteries with Hallstatt 
type C urns - following the first Urnfield invasions, would some have emigrated 
to Southern England, while others were assimilated by the new i nvaders. 
Marien supported these theories by a survey of the Belgian findspots of � DeYere l '  
urns now known, viz. in  the Province of Antwerp at  Ravels (fig. 60 : 6) ,  at 
Turnhout (fig. 60 : 7), in the Province of Limburg at Lommel (stray find),57 
III the Province of East Flanders on the Mont de I 'Enclus (fig. 60 : 8) and perhaps 
at Denterghem, and further in  the Province of Hainaut at Thuillies.58 

"* "* 
'* 

I n  England it was and is usually assumed that the Deverel-Rimbury group 
reflects invasions of continental Urnfield people. At least one author, however, 
derived the bucket urns from long-established native types, the Food Vessels, 
which were sometimes used as cinerary urns. According to Clay these developed 
into the Overhanging Rim Urns, especially the bipartite type (Middle Bronze 
Age), and the latter into the Deverel-Rimbury bucket form.59 This was the 
opinion of Van Giffen and Willems, who also pointed to the influences exten­
ding in this period from England to the Continent, as shown, for i nstance, in 
the export of bronzes.60 

What has been published on the English Deverel-Rimbury culture need not 
be reviewed here.6i A few remarks on some important recent publications dis­
cussing its continental origin may suffice. 

Doppelfeld's paper discussed above had for some time a considerable i n­
fluence in England. Professor C. F . ' C. H a w  k e s took as his p remiss that 
immigrations in  England into the Late Bronze Age were universally admitted. 
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Bronze implements and weapons showed that foreign influences and incursions 
had begun to reach Britain not later than 1 000 B.C .  on current chronology. 
The Deverel-Rimbury pottery did not form the ceramic counterpart of any 
group of exotic bronzes in England, but only a component movement that had 
to be studied by itself - owing to the rarity of bronzes in  association.62 At 
first Hawkes followed Doppelfeld as to the origin of the globular urns of 
'Weert type' and the bucket urns of 'Utrecht type', and he also saw the source of 
the movement bringing the Urnfield culture to England in the Low Countries. 
He made the culture cross over to Britain from the Lower Rhenish region and 
the Netherlands, especially from the environs cif Amersfoort. 700 B .C. was assumed 
as an approximate central date. Hawkes reproduced Doppelfeld's distribution 
map with the addition of a number of English findspots.63 

I n  1 942 Hawkes published a very remarkable find from Ramsgate in Kent.64 
A hand-made, barrel-shaped pottery vessel of sparsely flint-gritted ware was 
found, in 1 929, in an ancient excavation in the chalk rock, filled with earthy 
chalk rubble . The flat top of the rim was decorated with finger-tip impres­
sions, and below it ran a row of similar impressions. I nside the vessel were 
three large pins of cast bronze - with expanded head and perforated svvelling 
below the neck - while the earthy chalk rubble contained a small number 
of ancient animal bones and teeth (horse, ox), and shells of the common sea 
mussel (l11ytillls edulis). Hawkes concluded that the excavation was certainly 
not a grave pit ; the ' urn' in this case had no sepulchral function, and the pit 
was probably a storehole in a settlement site. In form and f�bric, however, 

- the pot is identical with the Late Bronze Age cinerary urns of Deverel-Rimbury 
type in  Southern Britain, and further it seemed ' closely similar to the Con­
tinental 'Deverel urns,' best known from the Amersfoort district in the Nether­
lancis ,65 one of the regions of Europe whence the makers of this sort of pottery 
crossed over to Britain in that period. Situated here above the sho] 'e of the Narrow 
Seas, the Ramsgate discovery appears to mark a primary settle' nent by a group 
of these immigrant people ' .  

Hawkes then went further into the  matter of  the  associated Swollen-neck 
pins, for which he found  as English paraHels a stray find from the parish 
of St. Margaret's-at-Cliffe ( 1 938) ,  South of Ramsgate, overlooking the Straits 
of Dover, a specimen from the Thames at Wandsworth ( 1 854), and an in­
complete pin found together with two bronze torcs and t\\"o sherds of large 
vessels of the Deverel-Rimbury globuJar type on a Late Bronze Age site at 
Plaitford, Hants. ( 1 928). 

From the Continent Hawkes adduced .four similar pins from Picardy in North­
ern France - one from the hoard of Caix on the Somme, East of Amiens, a 
stray find from Amiens, and two from the hoard of Villers-sur-Authie, North 
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of the Somme. This made a total of ten pins in  all, distributed over an area 
from Picardy to London.  This type of pin, with expanded head and perforated 
swelling below the neck, is foreign in Britain, and the primary home must l ie 
in  Northern France. Hawkes proposed to call it the Picardy type. Typologically 
this kind of pin is an outgrowth of the Perforated-neck pins (Lochhalsnadeln) of 
the Middle Bronze Age Tumulus culture of West-central Europe (which culture 
extended into Northern France), and a specialized and enlarged version of the 
Swollen-neck group (Lochnadeln mit geschwollenem Hals). The Picardy pins in 
most cases display ornament executed in fine shallow grooving, viz .  horizontal 
girth l ines, alternating diagonal . hatching, chevrons etc. 

Hawkes considered the Picardy pins as the product of an isolated and retarded 
group of the Tumulus culture surviving - somewhere in Northern France -
from the Middle i nto the Late Bronze Age, so that the ornament and the disc 
element in their head form wou ld be somewhat modified by Urnfield influence. 
On the basis of the Villers-sur-Authie and Caix hoards, dated c .  900 B .C .  in  
1 942, Hawkes now ( 1 952)  p laces this group c .  850-750 B .C .  ( = Late Montelius 
IV) .  Under pressure from the immigrant neighbours a part of the population 
of the Lower Seine region would have gone over to Sussex, and those from the 
Somme would have gone over to Kent ; this would  be the explanation of the 
Ramsgate settlement site and the six British Picardy pins. These events would 
then have to be dated round about 800 B.C. 

Hawkes finally discussed the importance of the Ramsgate Deverel urn, citing 
Bursch's theory of 1 938 .  As a ' domestic storage-vessel' the Deverel urn 
seemed to have occurred i n  the North-West of the Continent long before 
and independently of the Urnfield culture. I n  the Netherlands coarse urn-like 
vessels of this sort would go back to the ' rusticated' or al l-over finger-tip 
ornamented ' bell-urns' (Glockenurnen, or potbekers) of the Beaker period, and 
the simpler Bronze Age pottery : we would here have Beaker influences on  local 
Neolithic pottery, showing again later in tl:e coarser domestic ware of the 
Tumulus Bronze Age Culture.66 After 1000 B.C. ,  when the influence of the 
Urnfield culture first became noticeable, we would first meet with such vessels 
as cinerary urns : the Dutch Deverel urns, occurring at the periphery of the 
earliest local Urnfield area. From the newcomers the local Tumulus people -
who used to bury their cremated dead without any urn heretofore - adopted 
the interment in a cinerary urn - an urn-like pot of the native tradition -
though retaining the traditional barrow. As the pressure of the Urnfield invaders 
increased they emigrated in part to Britain. In this man ner both Tumulus and 
Urnfield influences would have come to ' England. As the maj ority of the 
urns in South East Britain were found in flat graves, the main migration would 
have taken place when the Urnfield culture had already strongly penetrated the 
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Tumulus people of Neolithic stock. With this great migration the British Late 
Bronze Age I I  would begin, c. 750 B . C. Belgium - though much less is known 
about this area - would have gone through a similar development. And in Picardy, 
where a group of Tumulus people stemmed the Urnfield advance for some time, 
Hawkes expects the domestic pots to be of Deverel type - 'and its association 
at Ramsgate with the Picardy pin is only what should be expected'. 
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P i e  y t e, 1 11 his ' Seder/alldsche Oudheden ',  67 reproduced a large rim fragmtnt  
o f  a ' finely decorated urn of rough ware ' ,  found in rec laiming moorland nea r 
the 'Trompenberg' in the Spijkerpolder at H i l v e r s u m, Province of Korth 
Holland (RML : g I 899/5 , a .d ) . 'There are four sherds. The upper part of the 
urn seems to run yertically, it was therefore cylindricaL To this kind of band a 
dial1 1ond-shaped decoration has been applied by means of impressed cords. 
The p robab le height of the urn is c. 30 cm, its width c .  2+ cm. '  Pleyte compared 
thl' p iece -- apparently because of its grit-tempered texture - with the urn 
exca\ ated by Janssen at Laren (h . : 0 . 305 , w . : 0 .2 1 5 ) a lready described above 
(fig. 57 : 7) · 

B u r  s c h briefly discussed the sherds (three rim fragments and about half 
the base) i n  1 933  and reproduced al l  four fragments. He interpreted them as 
certain import from England. ' Zusammen mit den Cinerary-Urnscherben aus 
H.il legolll ( = our fig. 62) sind es die einzigen Keramikfunde \'on sicher englischer 
Pro\-enienz' .tiS 

In 1 936  G. C. D u n  n i n g published a ' Note 011 two (Jrl/S of 07-'erhallgillg­

H.illl Type foulld abroatL ' . 'j9 Dunning's handsome reconstruction drawing of the 
u rn  from Hilversum - here reproduced by courtesy of the author (fig. 6 1 )  -
shows a large vessel (h . : c .  0.3 1 5 ,  rim dm. : 0 .245 , base dm. : 0. 1 3 )  with a deep ­
collar (h . : 0.09) sloping outwards to a raised cordon decorated with tool cuts 
(not nail impressions). S imilar cuts can be seen on top of the everted rim. 
The collar shO\\'s a trellis pattern of impressed cord bordered by two simple 
corded lines, and a simi lar corded line marks the inner bevel of the rim. The 
paste of the coarse and imperfectly fired vessel had been tempered with large 
particles of pounded quartz grit. The surface is ochreous grey, with b lack core . 

The fragments of the second continental urn come from M a r q u i  s e, 7 miles 
NE of Boulogne-sur-Mer in North-"Vest 70 France. 7 1  The decoration consists 
of a chevron pattern of deeply impressed corded l ines. 

Dunning related the two specimens to the Middle Bronze Age urns of Over­
hanging Rim type on the British I sles. As to type the Hilversum and Marquise urns 
\\"ere, he thought, late, on account oJ the deep collar and the presence of  a cordon 
instead of an overhanging rim 'so that the profile approaches a b iconical form' .  
The incisions on the Hi lversum cordon should also argue for a late date, and might 
be explained as due to influence from the barrel and bucket urn group.  Though 
they are more fragile than the many gold and bronze objects that c rossed the 
Channel by way of trade during the Bronze Age, Dunning i n  1 936  considered 
the two urns described as evidence ' that pottery was also occasionally traded' .  

More than half a century before Pleyte, however, in 1 844, we have P .  C u Y p e r  s '  
description �2 - also with a good rep\oduction ! - of the remains of  a similar 
large grit-tempered urn with corded decoration on the collar. As far as we can 
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see it constitutes the first discovery of a continental specimen of this pottery 
class. It was excavated by Cuypers in a tumulus on the Bedaf Heath near 
B a a r I e- N a s s  a u ,  Province of North Brabant. 

Cuypers found many barrows here, the majority of which had already been levelled 
by sod-cutting. The urns, which had in most cases been thus destroyed, he described as 
being 'of the coarsest sort ' ,  'of badly fired loam admixed with a multitude of grits, in  one 
word, of that kind which is to this day generally taken for Germanic ash jars ' .  

. 

His attention was particularly drawn to a tumulus (h . : [ el l ,  circumference : 49 to 50 ells) 
which had already been burrowed through at an earlier date. On a re-opening Cuypers 
located an extraordinary amount of charcoal, locally 0.80 thick, at 0.30 below the surface. 
At the barrow centre, at 0. 1 0  below the charcoal, a coarse urn was found (h . : o.  [ 0), filled 
with black ash. At 0 . 55  to the North of this stood ' an uncommonly large urn of the coarsest 
ware yet found by me, i ts foot resting on the hard white subsoi l . 73 It had decayed almost 
completely, and disintegrated into countless fragments on being uncovered, so that it was 
impossible for me to note and determine the exact shape. - One fragment (no. 2), however, 
enabled me to notice that the so-called triangular decorations found on it  had been applied 
by means of a cord or string made of two strands, while a second sherd, belonging to an 
urn of which the other parts were no longer present, was also decorated in a peculiar and 
similar way (no. 3 ) . '  To the South, at a distance of almost 3 e l ls and a depth of 0.25-0 .30, 
lay a number of large urn sherds, over and besides one another, in  an area of c .  0 .50 square. 
On top of these lay a multitude of badly formed loam balls that were again covered with 

. other urn sherds. Three large perforated loam balls (mean circumference : 0 . 1 6) lay round 
the smaller. The whole was surrounded by a large amount of charcoal. - The sherd 
reproduced (no. 2) i s  a fine rim fragment of a large urn, the collar of which is ornamented 
with a zigzag pattern bordered by simple corded lines. This decoration zone seems to be 
bordered off below by a row of vertical finger marks or tool cuts. 

The sherds from Hilversum, Marquise and Baarle-Nassau described above 
seem to us to be of the greatest importance in tracing the origin of the Dutch 
' Deverel' urns. The latter show a close relationship to these urns of the Over­
hanging Rim family which, in our opinion, should be ascribed to M iddle Bronze 
Age people hailing directly from England (Montelius I l l ,  c. 1 200-1000 B.C.). 

'*' '*' 
'*' 

A movement of population in  Britain, after the zenith of the Wessex culture, 
can be ascertained by means of the pottery of the Overhanging Rim family. 
Probably these migrants belonged to temporarily subordinate elements of the 
Wessex culture who preferred the purely native Cinerary Urn. Their Overhanging 
Rim Urns Childe considers as 'just Food Vessels of unusually tall form, early 
specialized as containers for cremated bones' .  74 The gradual devolution of the 
form over the long period covered by the culture offers a rough chronometer. 
At the beginning of the evolution segmented faience beads were still current 75 -
and in  remote parts these urns survived into La Tene times and perhaps even 
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later. The interments are found i n  England as primaries, but even more as secon­
darie's, in various types of barrows. Once, at B leasdale in Lancashire, two burials 
in  Collared Urns were found surrounded by a single ring of eleven widely spaced 
oak posts (dm. : 36 ft) within a penannular ditch showing on the East side an 
entrance flanked by postS.76 

In contrast to the rich Wessex culture the grave furniture was very poor. Accor­
ding to Childe this may be due to the eschatological ideas associated with cre­
mation . Associated finds are uncommonly scarce with the Cinerary Urns, which, 
according to Childe, must have been current in Britain over a period of some 
1 200 years. 

This ' Urn Folk' spread over large parts of Britain and I reland, and Childe 
- apparently on the strength of the Hi lversum and Marquise urns - remarks : 
' Finally, a few of our migrants settled even overseas on the coasts of Holland 
and northern France ' .  77 

* * 
* 

I n  1 936 it could sti l l  appear as if there was only an occasional solitary find 
from the Netherlands, but since then the number has risen considerably .  In all 
we can now identify fragments of between 10 and 20 cordoned urns of the Over­
hanging Rim family. They appear to have played a more important part than 
has yet been suspected. What is remarkable is that the findspots are situated 
exactly in  the focal regions of our Dutch ' Devere 1 '  urns. 

Besides the fragments from Hilversum already discussed, sherds of some 1 2  
cordoned urns decorated with corded l ines o n  the sloping collar were found at 
\V ij c h  e n,  near N ijmegen, Province of Gelderland. All show a very uneven 
surface. The paste is tempered with large particles of pounded quartz grit (up 
to 0.008 in size) .  They were discovered on several sites, probably settlements, 
that now are sealed beneath a b lown sand deposit of some 1 . 50  m thickness. Usually 
the same site provided cultural remains from different periods, from Aeneol ithic Bell 
Beakers and rusticated 'potbekers' (,Glockenurnell' )  to Urnfield ceramics and pottery 
from native settlements during the Roman Empire. The late F. J. G. H. B 1 0  e­
m e n, an amateur archaeologist who collected the antiquities from the Wijchen 
area in an exemplary manner, even suspected that the cordoned urns here 
might be connected with lake dwell ings found by him in the Wijchensche Ven . 
The only systematic excavation so far was carried out on the site in the 'We­
zelsche Bergen' ,  by Van Giffen ( 1 949), where fragments of these cordoned 
urns of Overhanging Rim type were found to occur in the lowest layer (with 
traces of square houses). 

From Wijchen the fol lowing specimens have thus become known : 
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Fig. 63 : Site E, SE of \\iijchen. Collar fragment· of a vessel with overhanging-rim-like, finger-
tipped cordon. On the collar, decoration of triple-bordered,  cord-impressed triangles. 
Very une\'en surface. Slip-cO\'ered ; externally ochreous brown, internally grey ; the paste 
tempered with large particles of pounded quartz grit .  Black core. Horizontal and vertical 
smears on in- and outside. V/all thickness : 0.0 1 5 .  MvV : E 233 .  

Fig.  6J : , Site E ,  SE of  Wijchen . Collar fragment \\'ith slightly internally bevelled rim (type C) 
decorated on top \\'ith a simple cord-impressed line. On the collar three parallel cord l ines 
sloping to the right. Slip-cO\'ered ; externally ochreous brown, internally ochreous ; the 
ware admixed with large particles of quartz grit . Black core. vVall  thickness : 0.0 I 5. Probably 
from the same vessel as fig. 63 : 2 (no E 233) .  M \V :  E. 

Fig. oJ : Site F, \Vest of the \Vijchensche Ven. Collar fragment of a fairly small vessel .  Below 
the rim (related to type A and nicked at the top pie-crust fashion) a cord-impressed decora­
tion (trel l is pattern and triangles ?). Externally slip-covered ; externally brown, internally 
ochreous brown ; extremely gritty. Black core. Wall thickness : 0.008. MvV : F. 

Fig. 03 : 4 Site JVB, \Vezelsche Bergen.  Collar fragment of a large vessel. Below the rim (type D 
decorated on top with a cord-impressed line) a trellis pattern of cord-impressed l ines. 
Externally finely slip-covered ; reddish brown to ochreous ; internally ochreous ; large 
particles of pounded grit. MW : W B .  

Fig . 03 : Site JVB, \Vezelsche Bergen. Collar fragment of a \'essel with finger-tipped cordon. 
Below the rounded rim (approximately type C), an ornamentation of panels filled with 
vertical rows of oblique nail impressions paired chevron-wise (width of panel : 0.045) .  
Externally slip-covered, ochreous brown ; internally ochreous grey ; admixed with much 
fine grit. \Vall thickness : 0.0 I 2. Brown incrustations on the outer wall. M vV :  WB.  

Site U1B ,  \Vezelsche Bergen. Excavation Van Giffen ,  1 9+9, basal layer. Three fragments 
of the conars of two or three vessels with finger-tipped raised cordons. On the collars a 
cord-impressed decoration (probably trellis pattern). Externally slip-covered, ochreous 
grey ; internally grey or ochreous grey ; admixed with large particles of quartz grit ; dark 
core. vVall thickness : 0.0 I 3-0.0 q. 

Fig. 64 : 2 Site f,VB, \Vezelsche Bergen .  Fragment of the high collar of a vessel with internally be-
velled rim decorated on the outside and on the inside with nail impressions, and nicked 
on the edge of the inner bevel .  On the collar a decoration of panels filled with vertical 
rows of oblique nail impressions paired chevron-wise. Externally slip-covered, greyish 
brown ; internally ochreous grey ; admixed with much fine grit. Wall thickness : 0.0 1 5 .  
MW : WB. 

Site V, on the South bank of the Wijchensche Ven. Rim fragments of a collared vessel .  
On top of the flat rim two corded lines, a similar l ine just  below the rim on the inside. 
On the external wall of one sherd a cord-impressed l ine sloping to the right (part of a 
triangle I). Brownish grey ; very gritty. Wall thickness : 0 .0 1 3 .  MW : V. A lso a small rim 
fragment of a vessel with similar corded rim decoration, on and inside below the rim. 
Wall thickness : 0.0 I 5 .  From the same vesse l ? MvV :  V .  

Site V, o n  the South bank o f  the Wijchensche Ven. Rim fragment. On the inside, at 
0 .008 and 0.0 1 8  below the flat, slightly everted rim two cord-impressed l ines ; on top 
of it a single similar l ine.  On the outside traces of a decoration of cord-impressed triangles. 
Sl ip-covered ; ochreous yellow ; very gritty. Wall thickness : 0 .01  I .  MvV :  V. 

Site V, on the South bank of the Wijchensche Ven. Collar ( ?) fragment of a cordoned 
urn ( ?) ,  decorated with a cord-impressed (trell is ?) pattern. Externally ochreous yellowish, 
internally ochreous grey ; very gritty. vVall thickness : 0.0 1 4 .  MW : V. 

Fig.  63 : 6 Site V, on the South bank of the vVijchensche Yen. Large rim fragment of a vessel 
with everted, slightly externally bevelled rim ornamented on the flat top with oblique whip­
ped cord lines. Below the rim, on the outside, panels of paired nail impressions separated 
by plain zones (width : c .  0.04). Below th'e internal rim a decoration of pendent triangles 
impressed with whipped cord. I nternally and externally covered with a thick slip, 
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ochreous ; very gritty. Core black. \Nall thickness : 0.0 1 2. Related to the Cordoned urns ? 
MW : V. 

Site W B, Wezelsche Bergen.  Rim fragment of a vessel with everted rim, nicked at the top. 
On the collar a cord-impressed trellis pattern. Externally slip-covered, pinkish to ochreous ; 
internally ochreous ; admixed with large fragments of pounded quartz grit. MW : \;VB .  

Fig. 64 : I Site V, o n  the South bank o f  the vVijchensche Ven. Fragments o f  a vessel with cord-
impressed zig-zag maggot decoration on the collar. On the inside of the peculiar, inter­
nally bevelled rim three fine horizontal cord-impressed lines. Pinkish orange ; very friable 
and admixed with very much pounded quartz grit. Wall thickness : 0.0 1 5 .  MW : V. 

Fig. 64 

Very probably this class should also be taken to include the pots described 
above, fig. 58 : 5, 6 and 7, from Wijchen, which show considerable affinity to it 
in shape and fabric. Probably these undecorated vessels should be considered 
as the corresponding domestic pottery. Further, the very large double-cordoned 
vase (fig. 58 : 2 )  - found w i t h o u t  cremation beneath a tumulus - also 
shows closer affinities with the cordoned urns of Hilversum type than with the 
so-called Dutch 'Deverel' group. An important point is the slender outline of 
this large vessel which we consider as a precursor of the later ' barrel ' forms 
among our cordoned cinerary urns, whose lower part and foot are much more 
accentuated than those of the English typical Deverel-Rimbury pottery. It would 
seem very probable that the b i-conical c inerary urns (fig. 58 : I I and fig. 59 : 1 4) 
and the cordoned barrel urns with internally bevelled rim, sometimes with corded 
decoration (fig. 57 : 2 and fig. 60 : 8) and protruding, squeezed-out foot, which 
we take to be early, were directly developed from urns of the Overhanging Rim 
family l ike these found on the Utrecht Ridge, in  the Wijchen region, in the region 
of Tilburg and in the Eight Beatitudes. For the latter area we may point to 
the primary urn with corded decoration from tumulus I B at Toterfout- Halve 
M ij l  (fig. 59 : I ;  Part I ,  PI. V I : 1-2) ,  which is a handsome example of the 
transition from the urns of H ilversum �ype to the cordoned ' barrel' urns of the 
continental ' Deverel' group. 

r 
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The Hilversu1n and Drakenstein groups 

The typological resemblance between the English Deverel-Rimbury urns and 
the grit-tempered cordoned cinerary urns of the Continent has led to the assump­
tion of direct cultural and ethnic relations between England and the Continent 
in the Late Bronze Age. The exact nature of the affiliation, however, and more 
in particular the question of the origin of the British Deverel-Rimbury culture, 
are problems that have given rise to greatly divergent theories. The lack of datable 
associated finds gave a long life to most authors' assumption of a direct connexion 
with the Late Bronze or Early I ron Age Urnfield movements of the Continent. 
Deciding value was thus attributed to the function, as container of cremated 
human bones, which would have been unknown on the Continent in earlier 
times. 

In spite of all that had been written , however, an exhaustive corpus of the 
Dutch material given such prominence in the matter, was lacking. The distri­
bution of this class of u rns in the Netherlands had, moreover, been recorded 
either incorrectly or incompletely. 

So far we have attempted to fill this gap in the survey of Dutch prehistoric 
pottery and thus supply a basis for discussion. We should now like to add our 
own observations. 

'*' '*' 
'*' 

I t  is very remarkable that - as with the English and Dutch Neolithic Beakers -
it is nearly always possible to distinguish at a glance between an English Deverel 
u rn and a continental urn designated as such. I n  spite of the common features 
- the grit-tempered paste and the finger-tipped cordon - very characteristic 
differences immediately spring to the eye . The leading characteristics of the 
continental cinerary urns are the following : The lower part of the Dutch ' barrel ' 
urns - if we may give them that name - is higher and more conical than in 
the English urns, and fairly often shows a squeezed-out protruding foot . As a 
rule the shape thus approximates more nearly to a truncated pear. The cordon, 
on the English Deverel-Rimbury urns usually encircling the body of the vessel at 
about one third of its height below the rim, is always p laced much higher on the 
Dutch urns. The continental bucket urn is hardly ever truly cylindrical, but 
normally roughly cylindrical, with a slightly convex outline. In fact i t  is nearly 
always possible to say from the form of any specimen alone whether it was found 
in Britain or in  Holland. To this we must add the devolution of the rim types. 
Types A and B, with sharp internal bevel, in  particular deviate strongly from 
what we see on the English Deverel-Rimbury urns. The devolution of the rim 
types of the continental cordoned cinerary urns by itself suggests that the origin 
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of this class must l ie in a time preceding the Late Bronze Age, and certainly the 
I ron Age. This is confirmed by the new evidence of date and cultural connexions 
from tumulus I n of the Toterfout-Halve Mij l  cemetery. The primary urn from 
this Dutch disc barrow must, as has been proved by Waterbolk's palynological 
analysis, be contemporary with the 'Zwartenberg' at Hoogeloon . 78 This latter, 
another Dutch disc barrow, is in its turn dated by a bronze palstave chisel (fig. 72) 
to the early Middle Bronze Age, Chronologically this fact alone moves the origin 
of the Dutch cordoned cinerary urns outside the reach of the continental Urnfield 
movements. In another respect, too, the primary of Toterfout-Halve Mij l  is of 
great importance. The decoration of the zone between rim and cordon of this 
urn with a cord-impressed chevron pattern in our eyes provides the solution ' to 
t
,
he problem of the origin of the continental ' Deverel' urns. For this exotic-looking 

vessel appears to be far from isolated in the Netherlands. Through records 
from the last century, finds of analogous pottery are known from Baarle-Nassau 
and Hilversum. To these we can now add a number of unpublished specimens 
from Wijchen and De Vuursche.79 This must be an intrusive group . I ts origin 
can hardly be in doubt, neither can its relation to the Dutch ' Deverel '  urns. 
On the one side the vessels with high collar, ornamented with cord-impressed 
trellis and chevron designs, show close relations to the British urns of the . 
Overhanging Rim family ( in particular the bipartite urns), on the other side 
there is an unmistakable connexion with the (later) continental barrel urns of 
' Deverel' type. That the latter must have devolved from the first follows, 1 11 

our view, from : 
( I ) The development of the nm types (fig. 56 : A-F), wholly pointing to 

influences from the British Bronze Age (especially A-B, with sharp internal 
bevel), and not to be explained from the native Middle Bronze Age and 
earlier pottery. 

(2) Transitional forms like the bi-conical vessels (fig. 58 : 5 , 8 and I I ;  fig. 59 : 1 4) ,  
a lready pointed out by Van Giffen. 

( 3 )  The geographical distribution (fig. 65) which for both classes - the in­
trusive Hilversum class and its derivatives - is mainly restricted to a few limited 
areas in the 'vVestern and South-Western Netherlands. 

The distribution is restricted to the \Vest, the centre, and the South-West of the Nether­
lands. In the dune region along the coast (Lisse, The Hague) and on the most Westerly 
tops of the Dutch diluvium (the Utrecht ridge round Amersfoort, and Hilversum in the 
Gooi enclave) we find the cordoned cinerary urns of Hilversum type. Small bands of 
immigrants penetrated some distance up the great rivers as far as the high di luvial ground 
round Wijchen, West of Nijmegen, and up the small tributaries to the South towards the 
Brabant di luvium (the Eight Beatitudes and the region round and to the South of Tilburg). 
Their pottery consisted of large collared urns with an ornamentation of cord-impressed 
trellis patterns and double- or triple-bordered chevrons. Gradually these developed into 
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the so-called ' Devere l '  urns of the Late Bronze Age (Montelius IV),  and the culture 
sl ightly expanded . From 'Nijchen the diluvial ridge near Oss was also occupied, and the 
region round Tilburg and to the South as far as Ravels and Turnhout in Belgium developed 
into one of the most important centres. I t  l ooks as i f  no ' Deverel ' influences worth men­
tioning are to be expected East of the Meuse. A single secondary from a tumulus in 
Vvestern Drente forms the most Northerly specimen recorded. 

I t  is a striking fact that it is exactly in the Campi ne, on either side of the Nether­
lands-Belgian frontier, that other cultural elements originating in England appear. 
The Dutch disc barrows (Goirle, Toterfout-Halve Mij l  - three specimens -, 
Hoogeloon, Bergeik, \Vijshagen and Wijchmaal),80 all probably dating from the 
(early) Middle Bronze Age, should undoubtedly also be connected with England 
(fig. 65). It was j ust in this exotic barrow type that occasionally 'Deverel '  urns 
occurred as secondaries (Toterfout-Halve Mij l ,  tumuli I and 1 H, possibly also 
\Vijshagen 87), and once even as a primary interment (Toterfout-Halve Mij l ,  
tumulus 1 B) . In this latter point it  differs completely from the burial practice 
of the Deverel-Rimbury culture in England, and Hawkes' remark is specially 
deserving of notice : ' But Deverel-Rimbury urn-burials have never been asso­
ciated with Disc-barrows, which are themselves native' .81 

Where these urns as a rule have been found as secondaries in Early and Middle 
Bronze Age barrows, it is al l the more remarkable that they should occur in tumuli 
with timber circles,82 especially in such with the rare postcircle type 4, of paired 
posts, suggesting a trixyloll construction that might be related to the tri l ithons 
of Stonehenge. A flat cemetery is thought to have been found only once in the 
Netherlands, near Tilburg. From what we have seen in Brabant it  seems obvious 
that during the Middle Bronze Age small clans from England lived peaceably 
side by side with a population interring its dead in barrows with timber circles. 
That groups with originally different burial rituals lived together in a small area 
is brought out strongly in tu mu Ius I B at Toterfout-Halve Mij l .  A cremation­
filled urn here represented the primary interment (14C-date : 3450 ± 1 00 years) ; 
secondaries were a cremation burial in a long trunk coffin placed in a deep oblong 
grave pit between the central small mound and the bank, by the side of four 
cordoned cinerary urns of debased ( ' Deverel ' )  type. 

Even regional features can, we think, be pointed out among the Dutch cordoned cine­
rar)' urns . Thus in Brabant plain cordons appear fairly frequently on barrel and bucket 
u rns, while in  Utrecht they always bear a decoration of finger-tip impressions. Thl' 
native Bronze Age population on the Northern Veluwe, which had continued to inter 
its dead in the edge of the ancestral barrows, seems to have been influenced by its neigh­
bours from England on the Utrecht ridge . As secondaries in barrows in the Late ( ? ) 
Bronze Age (Montel ius IV/V ?) very coarse, primitive, cremation-filled barrel-shaped 
urns83 make an occasional appearance. Usually they have no cordons ; the rim shapes are 
very simple, and are confined to our types E-F. Possibly we might see reflected here 

Palaeohistoritl, Vo! . I l l .  
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a course of events as assumed by Bursch - incorrectly we think - for the entire con­
tinental ' Deverel '  culture, viz. that the native Bronze Age population began to inter 
i ts dead in urns, on the example of the newcomers. Whether we are here concerned 
\\' ith influences of the H ilversum people in the \Nest or their descendants, or with those 
of the Urnfield movement approaching from the East may be left undecided here. What 
i s  certain again, however, is that the urns have not been interred in urnfields but in bar­
ro\\'s .  Another class of large cinerary urns, not to be lost sight of in this connexion, i s  known 
from.orente. Van Giffen thinks that in part they must still belong to the Middle Bronze Age, 
preceding the U rnfield period proper. They are pots of gritty texture, the outer wall 
smeared over horizontally and \'ertically with a thick sl ip. They occur both in  barrows, as 
secondaries, and in the oldest parts of urnfields. One of the latter, a tall urn discovere d 
by Van Giffen in 1 92 2  in a barrow at the Anner Tol near Zuidlaren, contained bronze 
accessories, viz. a pair of tweezers and two pins,  to be dated to the Latest Bronze or 
Earliest I ron Age.8� 

The intrusive Urn Folk thus l ived in its enclaves surrounded by the old Bronze 
Age population , till the coming of the Urnfield invaders, who arrived from 
further inland in successive waves in the last phase of the Bronze Age. In the 
Netherlands hardly anything is to be observed of any mixing with the new­
comers. Quartz-gritted cordoned cinerary urns are no longer found in the 
characteristically Urnfield ringditch cemeteries. A large b i-conical urn from the 
Knegsel urnfield, Province of North Brabant (fig. 58 : 1 6) might be a late remi­
niscence, but is yet far from typical. That some of the makers of our ' Deverel' 
Llrns crossed over to England after c. 750 B .C . ,  having already undergone some 
dilution by the true Urnfield people, does not seem very l ikely. Apart from the 
flat cemetery near Tilburg, which Willems interpreted in that way, the cordoned 
urns in Holland predominantly belong to a Tumulus culture, and , that proto­
Deverel emigrants from over here would have stimulated the flat cemeteries in  
Southern England seems highly questionable.85 The Urnfield ringditch, which 
plays such a large part in our urnfields, does not, as far as can yet be seen ,  seem 
to have crossed over to England. The part played by the Lower Rhenish region 
in the Late Bronze Age i nvasions of Britain we would not rate quite so high as 
was done, for instance, by Hawkes at an earlier date. Doppelfeld's 'Weert 
type' ,  the so-called precursor of the Deverel globular form, succumbed soon 
after baptism. The English Deverel globular urns - which in England, in our 
opinion, represent a group that should be differentiated from the bucket or barrel 
class 86 - find no direct counterparts or precursors in the Netherlands. The same 
holds good for the bucket and barrel urns, which - especially where the first 
category is concerned - might wel l  have developed autochthonously, in part, 
in England from the M iddle Bronze Age bipartite urns. 59 - As a whole, there­
fore, the Dutch so-called ' Deverel' group is pre-U rnfield, and also earlier than 
the English Deverel-Rimbury culture. 

What part the cordoned cinerary urn played in Belgium and Northern France 
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i s  as yet difficult to judge. This can only be decided when more has become 
knqwn about the Middle and Late Bronze Age pottery in these regions. The 
specimens from Western Belgium, recorded by Marien, demonstrate that not 
only in the Campine region,B7 l inking up with the Netherlands, but also farther 
South, further evidence may be forthcoming. The urn from the Mont de I 'Enc1us 
in  particular promises much . The distribution thus approaches Northern France. 
where evidence may be found in the near future for Hawkes' Picardy group. 
For probably these as yet i nsufficiently systematically explored regions of North· 
ern France and Western Belgium played the part in the Late Bronze Age 
invasions of England which was originally assigned to the Lower Rhenish region. 
The urn of the Overhanging Rim family that Dunning described from Marquise 
near Boulogne does, however, argue once again for a movement in the opposite 
direction in the preceding period. To enter further, however, upon the impli­
cations of the above for the cultural connexions of North-West France and 
Southern England lies outside our competence. 

The Dutch cordoned cinerary urns of the Middle and Late Bronze Age con­
stitute a by no means unimportant link in the prehistoric relations in either 
direction between Britain and the Continent. I n  our opinion it is certain that the 
H i  I v e r s u m  u r n  s with corded decoration on the collar represent a direct 
offshoot of the British Overhanging Rim family. They reflect a movement of people 
from Britain to the Continent in the Middle Bronze Age (Montelius I l l ) .  Apart 
from the urn type, which in Hol land is completely exotic, the distribution pic­
ture argues the same way. The cordoned urns of bucket-barrel type that develop�d 
from this i ntrusive group (Montelius IV) are the so-called continental ' Deverel' urns, 
which were believed to have played a part in the Late Bronze Age invasions of 
Britain. In view of the distribution area of the British Deverel -Rimbury culture ­
especially i n  Southern England - it seems far from likely, however, that this 
group would have its source in the Low Countries. Chronologically the Dutch 
cordoned cinerary urns cannot have any connexion with the Urnfield movement 
and as to burial practice they are still ful ly conformable to the native Bronze Age 
Tumulus culture. The name ' Deverel urns' for the debased locally devolved 
continental Overhanging Rim urns is thus generically and chronologically mis­
leading.BB The possibility of an English origin of this urn type was first con­
sidered by Van Giffen in 1 930 for the secondary from a Late Neolithic barrO\\' 
on the estate ' Groot-Drakenstein' near De Vuursche, Province of Utrecht (fig. 57 : 

1 0) .  We would therefore prefer the name D r a k e n  s t e i n u r n  s for the local ly 
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devolved Late Bronze Age class to ' Deverel urns' leven if in i nverted commas), 
or to 'proto-Deverel urns ' ( ?) or 'so-called continental Deverel urns ' .  

While the bronzes found on either hand will probably only represent traded 
articles, the Hilversum urns, Dutch disc barrows, perhaps also the timber circles 
and ritual pits, testify to the crossing of the Narrow Seas in the M iddle Bronze 
Age by a population group that found a quiet existence here t i l l  the times of the 
ll1rnfield i nvaders. Thus the urn as a container of cremated human bones made its 

appearance here aheady in the l11iddle Bronze Age, centuries before the coming oj 

the llrnfields. 

The distribution map (fig. 65)  clarifies the picture drawn above of  the distri­
bution of the H ilversum and Drakenstein urns in the Netherlands. Whereas the 
d istribution maps of the postcircle types 3-9 can only partially reflect the progress 
of the disproportionately distributed systematic excavations, we believe that, as 
far as the Netherlands are concerned, the distribution map of Hilversum and 
Drakenstein urns may have future additions made to it, but wil l  not undergo 
much essential alteration. 

1 See Part I ,  pp. 1 9 , 27 ,  and especially 34,  37-8, 1 02 ,  Part I I ,  p .  8 and postcircle 
type 3, Drente, no 4, Utrecht, no I ,  North Holland, no I ,  type 4, North Brabant, nos 1 -2 ,  
type 5,  North Brabant, no 3 ,  type 6 ,  North Brabant, nos 1 4  and I S , type 7 ,  North Brabant, 
nos 4 and I I ,  type 8,  North Brabant, no I .  

2 J .  Abercromby, A stlldy of the Bronze Age pottery of Great Britain &1 Irelalld alld its 
associated grave-goods, Vo!. I I , Oxford, 1 9 1 2 , pp.  40 sqq. 

3 W. A. M iles, A descriptioll of the Deverei Barrow, opelled A. D. [825. London, 1 826. 
4 An exception is the cremationless vessel (fig. 58 : 2) found at the centre of a barrow 

at vVijchen, Province of Gelderland. In another very large pot, remarkably enough also 
with a double cordon, found in a barrow on the Soest Heath, Municipality of Soest (fig. 
5 7 :  1 4), only a very small quantity of cremated bone was found . 

S See p. 8 .  
6 Bursch twice thought a 'Deverel' urn was a primary in a barrow, v iz .  in  tumuli 2 

(with postcircle of type 3 ,  Utrecht, no I ) and 4 (with ringditch) on the Soest Heath. 
vVith vVillems, Umellveldell ,  1 93 5 ,  p .  1 39,  we greatly doubt this. See below, p .  I I I .  
According to Van Giffen (Bal/art, 1 930, p .  6 1 ; NDV 1 936,  p .  88) and - on his authority 
- vVillems, 'Deverel' pottery was found associated with primary interments in Bronze 
Age barrows on the estate 'Pijl/enbllrg' at Baarn. The unpublished excavation records, 
however, do not show this. 

7 See below pp. 1 02 and 1 1 3 ,  and fig. 58 : I I & 1 3 ; Hermans, Gesch . Mengelwerk I I ,  
1 84 1 ,  pp. 304-1 0 ;  NO, 1 865 ,  pp.  5 2-3 .  

8 See p .  I 12 ,  note 36 .  
9 The following museums were visited (the bracketed abbreviations are  those used 

in the text). T h e  N e t  h e r  I a n d  s :  Rijksmuseum van Oudhedeu at Leiden (RM L) ; 
eel/traai Noordbrabants lWl/sewn van het Provillciaai Gellootschap van Kunstell en Weterl­
schappen in Noord-Brabant  at 's-Hertogenbosch (CMH) ; Centraai Museum der Gemeente 
Utrecht at Utrecht (Collection of the Provinciaal Utrechts Genootschap van Kunsten 
en vVetenschappen) (MU) ; lWuseum Fleh,ite at Amersfoort ( M F  A) ; iVlllsellm voor het 
Gooi en Omstreken at H ilversum ( MGH) ; Olldheidkamer Wijchen at Wij chen (MW) ; 
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Jail Cunell Museum, Streekmuseum voor Oss en Omgevillg at Oss (MO) ; Provinciaal Musetllll 
van Drenthe at Assen (MA). B e l  g i u m :  Musees Royau'\" d'Art et d'Histoire at Brussels 
(M B) ; Museum Ta:>.'OlIdria at Turnhout (MT) ; Musee Communal A rcheologique at Mons 
(M M) .  

10 Marburger Studien, 1 938,  pp. 20- 5 .  
1 1  The majority already reproduced i n  Hermans, NO, 1 865 . See descriptions below, 

pp. 1 02-3 · 
12 See descriptions below, pp.  95-6 . 
13 Heylen, 1 793,  pp.  3-7. Apparently Heylen witnessed the Alphen excavations. 
U Ibid.,  p. 5. It i s  not said how, in  these troubled times, the urns came to Tongerloo 

Abbey. 
15 Ibid.,  p. 23 .  
16 Ibid. , p. 9 sqq. 
17 Ibid., p. 26.  
18 A part of the material collected has been reproduced i n  profile drawings (figs 

57-60). Vole have mainly taken into account complete or almost complete vessels, and 
large rim fragments, since i t  is only these that can form a sound basis for study and 
prevent confusion with other Bronze Age pottery. As in  former restorations the urns 
have usually been deformed and have partly been built up with painted lumps of 
plaster of Paris ,  photographic reproduction would only result in a choice collection 
of unsightly, lop-sided fantasies (e.g. fig. 57 : 1 5) .  The only advantage of photographs 
would be that they can give a good idea of the workmanship ; in the specimens from 
Toterfout-Halve M ij l  reproduced in Part I (Plates V-VI I I )  this is ,  however, clearly to 
be seen . Drawings, on the other hand, have the great advantage that the profiles can 
easily be seen and compared. In preparing the drawings i t  has been our endeavour to 
suppress insignificant irregularities and inessential deformations. 

19  See p .  1 02 ,  sub Alphen. 
20 The excavations in  the years 1 878-80 in the barrow groups on the Leusden and 

Soest Heaths were undertaken by Vol. F. N. van Rootselaer, Keeper of the Amersfoort 
Records, and some other gentlemen. Dr Vol. Pleyte also visited the work (see Ned. Oudh . ,  
'West-Frieslalld, p .  7 ) ,  having already carried out a n  unsuccessful investigation o n  the site 
in 1 87 1 .  The reports on the excavations of the years 1 878-80 are in the Museum Flehite at 
Amersfoort, whose Conservator, Mr D. H. Huygen, kindly let us have extracts from them. 
According to the excavators the urns were sometimes surrounded by stones (e.g. fig. 57 : 1 4). 
Some barrows had a peripheral stone revetment ; among the stones i n  tumulus 2 were 
some weighing approximately three hundredweights . 

21 The excavators did not record from which of the three urns the pin derived. -
Broken off at either end, it still measures 0 . 1 49 .  Below the lost head, the form of which 
can only be guessed, the pin was round (dm. : 0 .003) over a length of at least 0 .01 25 ; 
further downward it was rectangular (0.003 X 0.002) in section, and at the tip it was 
practically square (0.002). The round part was set off from the rectangular by six 
narrow transverse ridges ; the rectangular part was decorated with transverse notches 
(probably incused) alternating on front and back and irregularly spaced. The object 
showed strong torsion along the whole of its length. 

22 Cf. also pp. 1 23-6 below, especially p .  1 26 .  A few of the vessels here dealt with 
probably belong to the domestic pottery of the Hilversum class , e.g. fig. 5 8 :  5-7. 

23 Stroobant has the fol lowing note on the urn finds at Alphen, Province of North 
Brabant : ' C'etaient, me disent des ouvriers qui les ont exhumees, des poteries grossieres, 
a Pllrois d 'epaisseur inegale et recouvertes d'une pierre plate. Elles tombaient generalement 
en pieces all moment de lelll' extraction . Ce.rtaines d 'entre elles auraient ete recueillies 

. par M. de Steurs [ =  Stuers ?] qui les aurait deposees au musee d 'Amsterdam' .  AIIII . 
ARAB LIV, 5e Serie, Tome IV,  1 902, p. 38 1 .  - For a cremation-filled urn covered by 
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a flat stone see also Dens, AIIII. SAB X I ,  1 897, p. 240, PI. VI : I (tumulus 2, dm. : 1 0.00, 
h . : 0.70, ' Hunnebergs ' ,  at Lindel in  the Limburg Campi ne, Belgium. Marked on the map 
as tumulus I ) .  Inverted urns occur rarely on the Continent. vVe may mention the fine 
urn of the Mont de l ' Enclus (fig. 6o : 8) in Belgium, and an urn from Baarle-Nassau, 
Province of North Brabant (see p.  1 02). 

"4 Not nos I 1 927/4ao (twice) and 40, also with cordons. aNI Leidell ,  NR XXIX, 
1 948, p .  20, PI .  I I I : 6 .  See also aNI Leidell, NR IX,  1 928, p. 14, fig. 1 0 : 7. 

"5 A further unequally bi-conical urn is, according to Or :Ylarien, in  the standing 
exhibition of the Mons Museum. 

"6 Not his later publications ( 1 938  and 1 942). 
"' See e .g. J. H .  Holwerda, Nederland's vroegste beschavil1g, 1 907, pp. 5 7-8, PI. IV : 

1 -3 (early Germanic culture, c. 100 B .C .- Ioo A .O . ) .  
" 8  Holwerda, Nederlalld's vroegste geschiedellis, 2nd ed . ,  1925 ,  p .  105 ,  fig .  39 ; Remou-

champs, OM Leidell , NR IX, 1 928,  pp. 66, 70 (Hilversum) . 
:!9 Bauart, 1 930, pp. 6 1-2. Cf. supra, p. 98. 
ao PZ XXI, 1 930, pp. 1 6 1 -75 .  
3 1  Cf.  also p .  1 30, note 86, p.  1 69,  note 19 .  
32 Abercromby, i.e. , pp. 48-9, Pt .  eVI l .  
aa Our fig. s8 : 1 2 . The ascription to the L a  Tene period is already found i n  Holwerda & 

Smit, Cat. 1 9 17 ,  pp. 44-5 , in Holwerda, Neder/alld's vl'oegste geschiedenis, 2nd ed. ,  1 925,  
p. 105 ,  fig. 39, and survives in  Bursch, aNI Leiden, NR XXI I I , 1 942, p .  5 6, f ig .  27 : 7 .  
We have been unable to  identify Ooppelfeld's Abb.  12  ( Leusden, Utrecht, Museum 
Amersfoort). 

34 ONI Leideli , NR XV, 1 934, pp. 6 1-4 ; see also lvIarbltrger Stlldiell, 1 938,  p. 22 .  
3 5  But see below, pp.  1 1 4-5 . 
a6 NDV 1 93 5 ,  pp.  1 03-4, with further l iterature. The wall and base fragments, 

probably of a large, tall barrel-shaped urn, found as a secondary interment in tumulus 
1 5  (with ringditch), do not, however, belong to the group in question. The same is true 
of the urn found as a secondary in tumulus I I  at the Anner Tol near Zuidlaren, Province 
of Orente, and containing two bronze pins and a pair of tweezers. NDV 1 923 ,  pp. 1 99-202 ; 
Ballart, 1 930, p. 32 ,  Abb. 1 4 .  See also p. 1 30. For further specimens of this separate (pre­
Urnfield) group of Middle and Late Bronze Age coarse cinerary urns see also Van Giffen, 
Drellte, 2nd ed. ,  1 944, p. 484, fig. 44a : 7 (secondary in Late Bronze Age tumulus 3 on the 
Hijkerveld, Municipality of Beilen, a barrow of topsoil over a central spread of charcoal 
with cremated bone on arable ground), and especially NDV 1 945 ,  p .  90 (Gasteren ; here 
distinguished by Van Giffen as proto-U rnfield pottery, Middle and Late Bronze Age), 
pp. 1 04-5, fig. I S :  5 3 ,  fig. 1 6 :  53 (found within a rectangular ditch with rounded 
corners, surrounding a rectangular post pattern). In the Assen IVluseum there is also 
a large, quartz-gritted barrel-shaped pot (h. : 0.345), with narrow plain cordon en­
circling the shoulder, below which are 4 vertical perforated lugs ; found near Valthe, 
Municipality of Odoorn. MA : 1 93 1/IV1.  

37 NDV 1 936,  pp.  86-9, 9 1 -2 ,  with further literature. 
38 See note 36 .  
3 9- Brab. Oergesch. ,  1 937,  pp. 36-9. 
40 R.C.C.  Clay, Wiltshire Archaeological alld Natural History iVIagazine XLI I I ,  1926,  

pp.  3 1 3-24. 
H Drellte, 2nd ed. ,  1 944, p. 487. See also West-Friesland XVI I ,  1 944, p. 1 68. 
4 2  Urnell'l.:elden, 1 93 5 ,  pp.  1 38-4 1 ,  with further l i terature. 
43 Ant.  Jaunt. XI I I ,  1 93 3 ,  pp. 436-40. 
H See pp. 92-3 , 1 02-3 . 
15 il1arburger Studietl , 1 938,  pp.  20-5 . . , 
H Although it shows rather fewer sites ! 
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4 7  Previously adduced as a point o f  correspondence with England. OM Leidell , 
NR XV, 1 934, p .  64· 

48 .OM Leidell, NR XXI I I ,  1 942, pp.  60-2, 72 ,  7 5-6. 
40. )3ursch, it  is true, here also stressed the fact that Harpstedt urns occur in much 

larger numbers in  the South than in the North, where, for instance, they are not found 
surround�d by ringditches. Bursch would not see the Harpstedt urns as proof of a 
Germanic migration towards the Lower Rhine, but again as proof of the revival of 
native elements after foreign influences ' had lost some of their strength. \Ve certainly 
do not think that the ' urn' reproduced in  this paper (fig. 3 I ;  found in the Province of 
Overijssel and preserved in the l\1useum at Zwolle) can be considered as a 'Deverel' urn 
(still less can it  be used to il lustrate the type) ; it  is  no more than a good specimen of the 
pottery of the (Early) Bronze Age in Northern Holland. 

bO Die l1iederrheillische Grabhiigelkultur. ZlIr Vorgeschichte des Niederrheills im 1 .  
Jahrtallselld v .  Chr. , BOIII/. Jahrb. 1 48, 1 948, pp. 5-80, especially 26-9, 45 ,  67, Abb. 6,  
Taf. 1 1 : 4 (the unequally bi-conical urn of Hooge Mierde,  our fig.  5 9 :  1 4) .  

51 Three of them strayed into the wrong provinces : I 9 .  Kootwijk, Mus. s'Hertogell­
bosch (probably our fig. 57 : I ,  vicinity of Kootwijk ,  Province of Gelderland, Museum 
Leiden) plotted more than 1 00 km too far South at Goirle, Province of North Brabant ; 
20. Groat Drakestein near Baem ( = Baarn), MlIs. Utrecht, plotted near Oss, Province 
of North Brabant, while IS. Rechte Heide, Gem. Goirle, Braballt ,  has removed to the vi­
cinity of Hilversum, Province of North Holland . . . . .  Errors in  preparing Kersten's post­
humous paper for the press should probably be held responsible . 

52 Viz. from Leverkusen-Schlebusch (3 specimens, unpublished), Neuwied-Heddes­
dorf (Ball/I. Jahrb. 145 ,  1 940, pp. 229 sqq . ,  Abb. I I ;  3 specimens) , Kettig, Landkreis 
Koblenz (BO/m. Jahrb. 1 43/ 1 44, 1 938/39, p.  354,  Abb. 7 :  I ) , Plaidt, Kreis Mayen (BOII11. 
Jah/'b. 1 4 5 ,  1 940, 23 1 ,  Abb. 1 2 :  8, 9), Urmitz, Landkreis Koblenz. The three specimens 
from Neuwied-Heddesdorf show respecti \'e!y  rows of finger-tip impressions, a double 
cordon below the rim, two applied finger-tipped cordons and a horseshoe handle belo\\' . 
The rims of two of them 'gekerbt ' .  Cf. also H .  von Petrikovits, BOllll. Jahl'b. 1 42 ,  1 937, 
pp.  296-9, Abb. 1 0 :  I (from Keppeln, Kreis Kleve), adding a communication from Dr 
Bursch . In  our view certainly not a ' Deverel' urn. 

53 It should especially be noticed that the outline drawing of the type on Kersten's 
distribution map (Abb. 6) - taken from the Oss specimen (Bursch, Marbll/'ge/' Studiell, 
1 938, Taf. I I ; our fig. 58 : 1 5) ? - is not characteristic. The unequally bi-conical urn from 
Hooge Mierde (our fig. 59 : 1 4) ,  the other specimen of a continental ' Deverel' urn repro­
duced by Kersten (Taf. I 1 :  4), is, we think, a surprising choice in this context. 

5l Quoted : Hawkes, Bel'. RGK. 2 1 ,  1 93 1 ,  1 02 ff. 
55 Hal/delillge/l Gellt, N R  IV, 2 ,  1 949-50 ( 1 950), pp.  7 1-7, and also NR V, 1 95 1 ,  

pp.  22 1-2 .  See also AlIt .  Class. XVI I ,  1 948, pp.  435-8, where it  is already pointed out 
that the ' Deverel' group should be d issociated from the urnfields. See further l\1arien's 
distribution map in Bl/lietill des MlIsees Royall.\' d'Art et d'Histoire 23, 1 95 1 ,  p .  46, and 
Olld-Belgie, 1952 ,  pp. 244-8. 

56 Prompted by the remarks made by E .  Sprockhoff, 31 . Bel'. RGK, 1 9� 1 ,  p. 1 dL 
I t is certain, however, that these urns do not belong to the pottery class in question. 

57 Several fragments. U npublished . 
58 The Belgian urns mentioned by l\1arien from Lommel (marked on our distribution 

map, fig. 65), Denterghem, Thuillies (AlIlI. FM. ,  7e Sess. Brux. 1 89 1 ,  1 , 209, and I I ,  26 1 )  
w e  have not seen. They have therefore not been reproduced o r  discussed.  B y  a n  oversight 
the urn from Hunsel (in the North of Dutch Limburg - see p. 1 06) has not been marked 
on fig. 65 .  

59 R. C.  C.  Clay, Wiltshire A rchaeological alld Natural History Jl1agazille XLI I I ,  
1 926, pp. 3 1 3-24. 
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1]0 Brab. Uergesch. ,  1 937 ,  p. 39, with further literature . 
6 1 For one of the most recent surveys of the problem, with extensive references to 

the relevant literature, see V. Gordon Childe, Preh. CVlIlm. ,  3rd ed. ,  1 949, pp. 1 87-9 1 .  An 
admirable and extensive review of the whole position is contained in a 6o-page type­
script by Professor C. F. C. Hawkes entitled 'Deverel-Rilllbllry pottery ill Britaill alld 
its implications' .  I, The British evidence, I I ,  The continental Evidence (CFCH July 3 I ,  
( 952)  with many new suggestions . 

62 A 1It .  JOIII'II . X I I I ,  1 9 3 3 ,  pp. 436-40. See also in T. D .  Kendrick & C. F .  C. Hawkes, 
Archaeology ill Ellglalld alld Wales .' 191  4-193I , London, 1 9 3 2 ,  pp. 1 3 8-5 2,  especially 
p. 143, and Die Erforscll llng der Spiitbrollzezeit, Hallstatt- IIl1d Latime-Zeit ill Ellglalld IIl1d 
Wales VOII 19 I-I bis 19JI, 2 I .  Ber. RGK, 1 93 1 ( 1 933) ,  pp. 86- 1 73 ,  especially pp. 1 02- 1 7 ,  
p .  1 06 .  

6 3  Published in  J .  P .  Preston & C .  F. C .  Ha\\'kes, Three Late Bronze Age Barrows 011 
the Cloven Way, A ll t .  JOllrn. X I I I , 1 93 3 ,  p. HO. See also C. M .  Piggott, PPS IV, 
1 93 8 ,  pp. 1 85-7 ·  

6 �  The Deverel Urn alld the Picardy Pin .' A Phase of Brollze Age Settlement ill Kent. 
PPS 1 942, pp. 26-47. 

65 Hawkes reproduced four Dutch cinerary urns, PI. V :  2-5 (our figs 57 : 1 2 , 5 8 :  9, 
57 : 5 and 5 8 : I S  respectively). 

66 See also C .  F .  C.  Ha\\'kes, Problems of the Brollze Age alld the begillning of tlte Early 
Iroll Age ill J;Vestern Europe, in Conference 011 the Problems and Prospects of ElIropean A r­
chaeology, 1 944, Occasiollal Paper No. 6, Ulliversity of LOlldoll Jllstitute' of Archaeology, 
pp. 5 1-2, fig. I .  

67 Ned. Olldlt . ,  West-Friesland, pp. 1 2-3, PI .  V :  3 .  
6B 01\1[ Leidell, NR XIV, 1 93 3 ,  pp. 80- 1 ,  fig. 73 ; see also Van Giffen, Brab. Oergesch . ,  

1 937,  pp. 3 6-7. 
69 Ant. JOllrn. XVI ,  2, 1 936 ,  pp. 1 60-4. 
70 Not : ' north-east' !  Ibid., p. 1 60.  
7 1 lVIusee Archeologique, Boulogne. 
72 lVB V, 1 847, pp. 49-74, especially pp. 50- I ,  PI. I I :  2 .  
7 3  Probably the leaching layer of the old ground level .  Primary interment ? 
74 Preh. Comm. ,  3rd ed . ,  1 949, p. 1 46 .  
7 5  The question may here b e  put whether perhaps the four segmented faience beads 

of the well-known necklace of Exloo-Odoorn, Province of Drente - further composed 
of amber and tin beads and a clasp ( ?)  of bronze - might not have reached the Nether­
lands under the influence of this culture. See H. C. Beck & J .  F. S .  Stone, Ar­
chaeologia LXXXV, 1 936 ,  pp. 2 2 1 ,  227,  243 , PI .  LXV I ,  fig. r .  

76 Ant.  JOllrn. XVI I I ,  2 ,  1938 ,  pp.  1 54-7 1 .  
77 Preh. COIIllII . ,  3rd ed . ,  1 949, p .  1 46 .  
7 8  See Part I ,  p .  1 1 8 .  
79 See also the urns from the Mont de l 'Enclus, Belgium (fig. 60 : 8) ,  and from Mar­

quise, North-West France. 
BO For a discussion of the Dutch disc barrows in the Netherlands and Belgium 

see pp. 1 66-70. 
81 Archaeology iIl E1Igland and Wales .' I914-193I ,  1 932 , p . 142 ; 2 I . Ber. RGK, 1 93 1 , P. 1 0 5 .  
82 See note I .  Not ' meistens ' ,  however, a s  Bursch would have i t ,  j\l[arburger Studiell , 

1 938,  p. 22.  
8 3  See e.g. Pleyte, Ned. Oudlt . ,  Gelderlalld, p.  49, PI. XI : 4 ( ?) (from Wageningen), 

p .  70, PI. XIX : 1 &  :z. (Garderen, Bergsham) ; Van Giffen, Gelre XL, 1 93 7 ,  pp. 1 4-5,  
fig.  1 0 :  1-4 (Garderensche Heide,  tumulus 1 2 ;  4 secondaries in  a Neolithic barrow) , and 
see above postcircle type 9,  Gelderland, no 2 (Vierhouten, tumulus 9). See also Ul\l! 
Leiden, OR VI ,  1 9 1 2, p .  74. . 
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84 For this category see our remarks o n  p .  1 1 2  and note 36 .  
8 5  Perhaps weight should also be attached to the observation that our cordoned 

cinerary urns (e.g. those from tumulus I II at Toterfout-Halve J\II ijl) contain large quantities 
of cremated bone and not - as often with our later Urnfield pots and apparently with 
the English Deverel urns (see Hawkes, 21. Ber. RGK, 1 93 1 ,  p .  1 06 :  Pokesdown) ­
only a handful. This alone may indicate a quite different burial rite. 

86 Personal inspection of the Deverel globular urns in  the British J\IIus�um led 
us to belie\'e that on technique alone this type should be distinguished from the 
bu cket and barrel urns. See also p. 1 69 ,  note 1 9 . 

91 I t is worthy of note that Dens says of the hand-made pottery found by him in 
barrows of the Limburg Campine, Belgium, that a number were ' . . . .  d 'une argile 
rougeatre, tres grossiere, melangee de fragments de quartz ; . . . .' A I/I/ . SAB X I ,  1 897, 
p .  244 . - Unfortunately he failed to give a description of the individual finds from the various 
tumuli .  Cf. also p. 1 67 ,  note 1 5 .  - The following addition to his general remarks on the 
pottery found is also of interest : ' . . . .  : ajoutons que, presque toujours, la hauteur egale 
la largeur, a lIn centimetre pres ' .  This is also generally the case with the cordoned 
cinerary urns. 

88 On other grounds, though, than those which led 'IN. Kersten (cf. supra , p. 1 1 6 )  
to reject the name ' Deverel ' urns. 



THE BURIAL RITUAL 

'Die Tatsachen bleiben,  Die Illterpretation schwankt' . Mindful of this maxim 
-- which Van Giffen placed over one of his first publications ( I 9 1 3) L - we 
propose now to devote some pages to the evidence for ritual acts which may 
sometimes have attended burial . In doing so we shall more or less have to 
confine ourselves to an enumeration of those features observed during ex­
cavation which should in our opinion be classed as ' ritual ' .  We do not propose 
to venture comparison with ethnological parallels and interpretations as these 
fal l  mainly within the province of the ethnologist and of the student of com­
parative rel igion. 

The prehistorian is always tempted to look to parallel living phenomena among 
modern primitives for the elucidation of his mute inglorious prehistoric data. 
Great caution is, however, called for in these matters, 2 particularly when com­
parisons are. made with the customs of peoples who have remained at  practically 
the same cultural level over long periods. For in our barrow cultures we have 
remains from a short phase of a relatively quick development. The interpretation 
of the phenomena observed may therefore be left to specialists in t he fields of 
ethnology, comparative religion, etc. 

"" "" 
"" 

The study of burial practice, both in  antiquity and among modern pn­
mitives, teaches that a burial ceremony usually comprised a number of succes­
sive acts.3 These may stretch over a longish period, sometimes as much as a 
whole year. Systematic excavation of barrows in North-West Europe has shown 
time and again that by complete removal of the barrow we may also come upon 
traces of a set of complicated acts - in part of a magical character - that played 
a part in Neolithic, Bronze and I ron Age burial practice. 

Sir Cyril Fox, in an absorbing paper entitled ' Burial ritual and custom in the 

Bronze Age',4 recently described the course of events at and after the interment, 
as observed by him at barrow excavations in South Wales. The distinction he 
drew between ritual and customary acts affords a good delimitation of  the special 
acts, to be viewed as ritual, and the common necessary acts playing a part in a 
certain kind of burial. The dividing line is, however, sometimes difficult to draw 
because certain ritual acts may in course of time come to lose their character 
and will t hen approach more and more

'
to a custom without direct magical content. 
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The ritual acts in  the burial practice are among the sparse indications for 
religion and ideas of the Beyond of prehistoric man in our parts. Data on the 
burial ritual during the Bronze Age in the Netherlands - which, of course, will 
again show regional differences - may be obtained from : 

( I )  The burial itself and its immediate environment .  - Inhumation and cremation 

burials are found to occur in one and the same period in different forms. Contem­

porm), plural interments are not rare ; among cremated burials we are struck 
by age (and se:\' ?). I mportant features are the - often temporary - mortua/)' 

houses which protected the interment over a longer or shorter period. I n  one case 
it was surrounded, moreover, by a temporary stakecil'c1e. Grave furniture is very 
scarce . In one i nstance we find holes near the grave to which a ritual function 
must, in our opinion, certainly be ascribed (1'itual pits). Spreads of charcoal near 
the graves might point to funeral repasts or ritual fires (purification by fire ?). 

A pause then usually preceded the erection and finishing of the round barrow. 
There may have been short interruptions in the barrow-building, shown by the 
presence in the mound of a thin charcoal horizon, a spread of charcoal, or scattered 
charcoal particles. 

(2) The periphery of the ba1'1'ow is also of great importance. As a rule - and 
in the Province of North Brabant there are hardly any exceptions - we find 
here traces of peripheral constructions, generally a timber structure or a ringditch . 

. I t  is fairly generally recognized that 1'illgs of posts, i n  particular, were not in  the 
first place erected to give the tumulus a more impressive appearance, but did in­
deed have magical significance. This is emphasized by a peculiar act, traces of which 
have already been observed in  many instances, viz. the blocking of what had at 
first been left as an entrance. I t  normally  manifested itself as a striking anomaly 
in the alignment and/or spacing of the circle. This entrance blocking in the post ­
circle t hat surrounded the hallowed precinct was probably among the last i n  the 
series of ritual acts. Occasionally some cremated bones appear to have been depo'­
sited in postholes of a circle ; and occasionally a smal l vessel containing cremated 
(animal ?) bones deposited in the barrow slope may indicate an offering. 

* * 
* 

The facts so far available from the Netherlands were considerably added to 
by the excavation of the Toterfout-Halve Mij l  cemetery, while some of the 
phenomena mentioned were here recognized for the first t ime in this country (ritual 
pits, temporary stakecircle, the temporary character of mortuary houses, crema­
tions in postholes). Taking all together, our data on the prehistoric burial ritual 
are being augmented in quite a gratifying way, and we can thus be somewhat more 
optimistic than Stroobant who, writing in ' 1 902 on barrows in the Belgian Cam­
pine, complained : ' Ces rites restent pour nOlls UI/ 1Il),stere insondable' . ;'  
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T h e b u r i a l  i t s e l f  a n d  i t s  i m m e d i a t e  e n v i r o n m e n t  

fnhllmation and cremation 

In the Netherlands the gradual tranSItion from inhumation to cremation In 
the period from Neolithic to Middle Bronze Age is i l lustrated by many examples. 
In Neolithic and Aeneolithic barrows we find almost exclusively inhumation 
burials, generally in flexed or contracted positions, but occasionally extended 
at full length. They may be found in grave pits or at ground level\ and very 
occasionally already in trunk coffins.ti Characteristic of the Early Bronze Age are 
inhumation burials in long trunk coffins hollowed out by fire,· which were 
normally placed in deep grave pits. They occur both as primaries and as secon­
daries. Cremation, however, appears to occur concurrently already from the 
Early Bronze Age onwards. At first the cremated bones were as a rule scattered 
in the long trunk coffin, or in an oblong pit. The latter method is thought 
characteristic of the M iddle Bronze Age. Gradual ly, however, the oblong shape of 
the grave was abandoned, and subsequently we find the cremated bones deposited 
among fragments of charred wood in a shal low pit.7 That the remains of the pyre 
were often still aglow when deposited with the cremated bones in the grave pit is 
in  many cases proved by the reddish sintered sand of the grave's edge.8 The com­
ing of the Urnfield people, finally, was to cause radical changes in the burial ritual. 

Though this gradual development has proved to give a true general picture, 
exceptions and regional differences occur of every kind, and demand an ex­
planation .  I n  dealing with postcircle type 3 we have already gone into some 
aspects, especially the regional differences expressed by the secondary inter­
ments.9 These are of regular occurrence in Northern Holland, occur in large 
numbers in mid-Holland, and are rare in the South. I n  the North t he barrows 
should be considered as clan cemeteries ( ' Sippenfriedhofe' ), where the dead man's 
kin found their last resti ng place in the edge. The graves do not often intersect : 
the position of the several secondary interments must have been known fairly 
exactly, and might have been made outwardly visible. On the Veluwe, however, 
intersections are frequent. I n  North Brabant, especially in the tumuli of the 
Eight Beatitudes, the primary graves of (Early and) M iddle Bronze Age barrows 
contained as a rule cremation burials,lO though there were rare indications of 
inhumation at ground level .H T he cremation burials consisted mostly of simple 
interments of cremated bones, with charcoal from the pyre, in  shallow pits. In the 
Toterfout-Halve M ij l  cemetery only two good examples occurred of a cremation 
in a trunk coffin, viz. in  tumuli I B and -I . In both cases this lay in a tangential 
secondary grave in a Dutch disc barrow. In tumulus 1 the primary grave consisted 
of a large spread of cremated bone at ground level, and in 1 B it consisted of a 
cremation-filled cordoned urn.  I n  the latter case we thus found two radically 
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different burial methods in one and the same barro,"", and both, in our View, 
would certainly date from the Middle Bronze Age .12  Tumulus 3 had a fine example 
of a primary grave pit with large trunk coffin - containing an inhumation burial 
(or perhaps empty ?) - which might on typological grounds be thought charac­
teristic of the Early Bronze Age in the Northern Netherlands ; on palynological 
grounds, however, i t  appeared that this barrow, with its type 3 postcircle, must 
be counted among the late monuments of the cemetery. 

There is plenty of other evidence to make us think twice about the chrollological 

value of the inhumation versus cremation criterion - especially for North Brabant. 
The evidence rather seems to compel our thoughts in  quite a different direction. 
In the Northern and central Netherlands it is already curious enough to find 
inhumation and cremation occurring side by side in secondary tangential graves.13 
Also tumuli such as that on the Bergsham, on the Veluwe, Province of Gelder­
land, throw a curious light on the use of cremation with or without accom­
panying burial rites, and the later use of the barrow as a cemetery for secondary 
graves. Tumulus 3, with its cremation burial (of a child) within a mortuary 
house surrounded by a single closely spaced postcircle (type 5, Gelderland, no 4), 
contained no tangential secondary graves in the actual edge of the barrow ; the 
adjacent tumulus 5 - equally dating from the Early Bronze Age - contained 
in its edge numerous later tangential graves. In character tumulus 3 shows affi­
nities to the Brabant barrows· from the Bronze Age. Why in the one case - tu-· 
mulus 3 - an elaborate burial ritual for a child, t he erection of a peripheral 
t imber structure, and 1/0 later peripheral interments within the hallowed site 
enclosed by the postcircle ; but in the other - tumulus 5 - a very simple central 
cremation burial, no peripheral construction, and approximately 50 secondary 
interments in the edge ? 

Did perhaps inhumation or cremation, the carrying out of certain ritual acts 
or the addition of certain magical constructions depend on such conditions as 
the sex or age of the dead, disease, circumstances of death, etc. ? Did the primary 
burial, the postcircle, region ally influence the later use of the barrow for secon­
daries ? The results of the osteological examination of the cremations by Dr C.  
Krumbein seem to  point in  this direction.14 

The carrying out of a comprehensive ritual ,  the building of large barrows for 
women alone, for women with very young children,15 or even for young children 
alone, is noteworthy. Where a woman was cremated and buried together with 
a child (4 cases) we may think of special burial customs connected with particular 
ideas concerning the death of young mothers ; the death of children may also 
have had special significance. It should also be emphasized here that the inter­
ments in the barrows on the 'Groote Aard', when found (tumuli 5, 7, 8 and 8·") , 
were those of children. 
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The numbers of men, women, women with children and children alone in 
the cremations from our barrows, examined by Dr Krumbein - a total of about 
40 - were 2,  2,  4 and 8- 1 0  respectively. These numbers cannot, we think, be 
taken as representat ive of the whole population ; the proportion of women's 
and children's burials is too high - even allowing for a high mortality rate for 
women and children .  Perhaps those graves where we concluded (on lack of 
evidence) for inhumation (as in tumuli 3, 6, 7, I I ,  1 3 etc . )  may have been men's 
graves - if  indeed some of them are not cenotaphs. 

Analogous phenomena have, however, hardly been observed yet in t he Nether­
lands, as the osteological examination of Bronze Age cremations is only in its 
infancy. Ethnographical parallels do not seem to be rare, however, among modern 
primitives. 

We further wonder what may have been the part p layed by flat graves in 
the time of our barrow cemetery. The possibility should be seriously entertained 
that not only the ' common man' but perhaps actually all t hose who died a ' normal 
death' found their last resting place simply below the level heath.  Dens, in fact, 
mentioned the occurrence i n  the Limburg Campi ne of cremation burials under 
the level heath between barrows. l6 It will be advisable, therefore, to give atten­
tion to this possibil ity and to clear large areas between barrows in some future 
excavations. Perhaps we shall then obtain a more balanced picture of the 
Bronze Age burial practice. 

iUortuary houses 

The rectangular configurations of four small post holes, or rather stakeholes, 
in a number of tumuli at Toterfout-Halve lVIijl ( I R, 5 ,  8 1, 10 , 1 1 , 1 4, I S ,  1 9  
and 2 1 ), within which was situated, i n  the majority of cases, the central, primary 
grave, have been interpreted by us as traces of small structures of a temporary 

character (fig. 66). I n  all l ikelihood the stakes served only to support a small 
gable-roof intended to protect the interment - generally a cremation burial 
in a shallow bowl-shaped pit - in the time between the funeral and the building 
of the tumulus. That we are indeed concerned with structures of only a very 
temporary character, removed before the construction of the barrow, could be 
ascertained beyond doubt in tumuli 5 I, 81 , 1 1  and 1 4, where in the sections the 
sod structure of the mound continued unbroken over the stakeholes (cf. es­
pecially Part I, fig. 1 3 ,  section A, square 4). The possibility that the small rec­
tangular settings of stakes represented the supports of a pyre - a reasonable 
enough supposition in itself - seems ruled out as in tumulus I I neither charcoal 
nor cremated bone was found at the centre. 

It would thus appear certain that 'some time elapsed between the interment 
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and the building of the mound. Ethnological parallels again seem to be copious. 
From the 7'h or 8th century A.  D . ,  a time, indeed, far removed from that 

of our Bronze Age cemetery, we can cite one and possibly two examples from 
written tradition : the ceremonies at the burial of a Bulgarian mentioned in the 
well-known travel story of the Arabian Ibn Fadlan,17 and perhaps the burial 
of Beowulf from Anglo-Saxon literature. I S  In the former case a period of ten days 
is said to have lapsed between the two central moments of the burial ceremony ; 
in  the latter the same number of days was required for the erection of the barrow : 
and betimbredan on t)in dagum beadw'ofes been . 

Mortuary houses are stil l a comparative rarity in  Dutch tumuli. We shall 
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confine ourselves here to an enumeration of the specimens excavated in the 
Netherlands so far, which mainly date from the Bronze Age. 

In a few cases, especially in Drente , they are perhaps somewhat comparable 
to the wel l -known mortuary houses of Griinhof-Tesperhude, Sottorf, Marms­
torf and Schutschur in the region of the Lower Elbe :19 fairly large rectangular 
buildings ( ' Stiinderbauten') ,  strongly built from stout posts standing in carefully 
stone-packed holes. Thick charcoal layers show that these solidly built houses 
were burnt down before the erection of the barrow. As a rule they contained 
plural cremated burials. The traces of a fine square mortuary house beneath a 
large cairn in tumulus 75 on the Noordsche Veld near Zeijen (A. E. van Giffen, 
1 944 ; fig. 67 : 1 0  and fig. 69) and that in .the ' Sehattenberg' at Westerbork ( 1 950 ; 
fig. 67 : l l ) , both accompanied by a type 3 postcircle ( Dren te, nos 34-5 and 40) , 
may be mentioned here, though their ground plans are simple compared to those 
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of the Lower Elbe region .  In both cases several contemporary inhumation burials 
in oblong grave pits were made in and alongside a mortuary house supported by 
four posts (c. 2 .20 X C .  2 .20 and c .  1 .70 )\ 1 .40 respectively) .  In the Zeijen 
tumulus, moreover, three of four similar (secondary ?) graves in a row beginning 
at the centra l mortuary house lay within rectangles (c. 2 -40 >: c.  1 .40) made by 
four postholes. Van Giffen dated these mortuary houses to the Early Bronze Age. 

Certain ly the earliest of the mortuary houses so far discovered in the Nether­
lands is that found in a fragmentary barrow of dirty sand ,  with a stone revet­
ment in its edge, at Drouwen,  Province of Drente ( 1 927 ; fig. 67 : 7). Van Giffen 
found here a rectangular N-S mortuary hO�lse (c .  1 . 85 >: 1 .40), composed of 
four postholes.20 I n  the grave, at ground level ,  lay unusually rich grave furniture, 
i n  two groups (fig. 68) : on the N side two gold spirals and a bronze f1anged axe 
(,geknicktes Randbei l ' ) ,  more central ly a bronze dagger of Sogel type, a tanged 
bronze laurel leaf spearhead or razor ( ?) ,  as thin as paper (except for the sl ightly 
thicker tang, which was rectangular in section) ,  a roughly worked flint artifact 
(strike-a- light ?) ,  a hone of black lydite, square in section ,  and n ine finely worked 
flint arrowheads, some with remains of reed shafts. The postholes had already 
been noticed at a higher level .  The finds dated this mortuary house to the Early 
Bronze Age, period Montelius 1 .  

Three other similar rectangular configurations of post holes can be cited .  
I n  the cemetery at Gasteren ,  Province of Drente, Van Giffen ( 1 939) found a 

cremation barrmy (tumulus 45) which contained, within an irregular oval ringditch, 
a trunk coffin in a NW-SE grave with a posthole in  each of the four corners 
(2 .60 X 1 . 3 5 ; .fig. 67 : 3). 21 On the NE side a paral le l  trunk coffin lay interred 
in an oblong pit .  Both coffins contained a silhouette. 

Tumulus I I  at Vries (A. E .  van Giffen ,  1 939), 22 a sod-built barro\\' with a ring­
ditch ( internal diameter : c .  9 metres), contained a slightly eccentric SE-NW 
grave with trunk coffin placed within a rectangu lar configuration of four postholes 
(c. 2 .20 X c. 1 . 30 ; fig. 67 : 2). The SE posthole could be fol lowed to some height 
in the mound itself. Two grave p its with trunk coffins. one at either end of the 
main grave and on the same axis, might indicate that the mortuary house stood 
up above the barrow. I n  the fil l ing of the primary grave lav a smal l  barre l -

. . 

shaped pot, without cremated bone ; a small child's grave had been dug into 
the side of the grave at a later time. One of the two graves in l ine with the 
mortuary house (the SE) \\'as cut across by a simi lar tangential gra\'e in \\'hich 
a tanged bronze object was found, similar to an arrowhead. On the S\\' side of 
the mound lay another secondary grave \\' ith a chi l d 's coffin . This monU l11ent, 
also, Van Giffen dated to the Early Bronze Age. TUl11ulus I on the s a m e  

site, also excavated in 1 939 , 23 was also a sod-built barrow with a ringditch 
( internal diameter : 8 .00) surrounding a very deep SS\iV-NNE grave (2 .20 

Palaeohistoria, \'01. J I I .  1 0  
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1 .40) with trunk coffin (fig. 67 : I ) .  At the centre of the short sides at 
either end of the grave pit lay a posthole. Van Giffen supposed that the posts 
contained in them may have risen above the mound. I n  the filling of the grave 
lay a secondary cremation burial in a small N-S pit. This monument - the two 
postholes of which may perhaps have supported some sort of roof - Van Giffen 
also placed in the Early Bronze Age. 

The three post holes (out of an original four, c. 2 .30 X I .30 ?) around one of two 
graves with coffins interred at the same time at the centre of the ' Schepersbergje' 

at Aalden (A. E. van Giffen ,  I 938 ; cf. postcircle type 3 ,  Drente, no 20) may 
also h�lVe belonged to a mortuary house of the Early Bronze Age. 

Only a few Dutch mortuary houses had more complicated ground plans. The 
most interesting of these was discovered by Van Giffen in I 93 5 in tumulus 3 
on the Bergsham near Garderen (cf. postcircle type 5 ,  Gelderland, no 4 ;  fig. 67 : 5) .  
I t  had a trapezoidal p lan of eight postholes : four at the corners and four inter­
mediate. A bronze rapier (fig. 49) provided a date in the Early Bronze Age. 
Van Giffen believed that the mortuary house may have stood within the barrow ; 
but the layer of ashes which covered its ground plan suggests that it may have 
been destroyed by fire before the construction of the mound, like some in barrows 
in the Lower Elbe region. 

Tumulus II at Vredenheim, Province of Drente (A. E .  van Giffen, I 940) 24 
- a barrow of sods surrounded by a narrow shallow ditch (interna l  diameter : 
I I .00) of roughly V-shaped section - contained a configuration of postholes 
(fig. 67 : 6) somewhat comparable to the preceding. At the centre a small cre­
mation burial lay at ground level within a NNE-SSW configuration (2.00/2.30 
X 1 . 20) with three postholes on the slightly convex short sides. I n  this and the 
last example the posts placed at the centre of the short sides may have carried 
the high roof-tree of a gable roof. This feature is characteristic of the majority of 
the NW German mortuary houses already mentioned. Possibly these mortuary 
houses, both those of the Lower Elbe region and those of the Bergsham and V re­
denheim, reflect rectangular dwellings of the Early Bronze Age. Actual examples 
of houses from this period have not so far been systematically excavated. 

We must further mention a remarkable configuration of postholes found by 
Remouchamps ( I  922) in a barrow of ' ruddy sand ' ,  with a foundation trench ( ?) 
on the E side, near Ermeloo, Province of Gelderland (fig. 67 : 9) . 25 At the centre 
lay a WNW-ESE grave pit enclosed by two parallel heavy charred beams ( length : 
2 . 50), 1 . 50 metres apart. Skeletal remains, perhaps of two individuals, were found 
in the filling of the grave. The interment was surrounded by a configuration 
of postholes, four placed in a WNW-ESE rectangle (c. 2 .00/2 .25 X c .  2 .00/2. IO) 
and one, a little farther out ,  at either end on the longitudinal axis (some 3 .20 metres 
apart) . Perhaps this also represented ' a kind of mortuary house. 
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A numher of dubious cases could be added to those a l ready mcntioned.2ij 
..... mong the sets of post holes in the Toterfout-Halve M ij l  cemetery ( fig. 66) 

\\ h ich can be interp reted as mortuary houses only the 'vYSW-Ei\E configuration 
( 2 .80 X 2 . 20) of large postholes in  tumulus 27 ( Part I, fig. 37), \y ith postcircle of 
type 6 ,  sho\ys some resemblance to the preceding.27 

For the other small - certainly temporary - rectangular configu rations of 
smal l postho les, or  rather stakeholes ,28 a good parallel is found in the North only 
in the urnficld at Laudermarke, Province of Groningen (Strip I l l : 70 ; fig. 
67 : 4). Van Giffen ,  in 1 932 ,  found here four  stake holes placed in a SW-NE 

rectangle ( 1 .40 X 1 .00) .29 I nside lay an inhumation grave. There was, hO\yever, 
no coyering barrow, and its occurrence in a ringditch urnfield should date this 
mortuary house to the ( Late) Iron Age. In North Brabant good paral lels are still 
a !most unknown. :lO Across the frontier, i n  Belgium, De Laet and Marien ( 1 948) 

discovered one (c. 3 .00 X 1 . 20 ; S'vV-NE) enclosed by a ringditch ( internal 
diamete r :  c .  5 metres) in the cemetery of Lommel-Kattenbosch.�l  p; 0 remains 
of either interment or  barrow were extant. The excavators interpreted the 
stakeholes as the remains of a sanctuary.  

Finally, we also ascribe the i rregular traces of wands found on the l ips of a 
few central graves in  the Toterfout-Halve Mij l  cemetery to a temporary covering 
of  the burial. 32 

It is remarkable how in the Netherlands we often find mortuary houses occur­
ring together with periphera l constructions (postcircles and ringditches) . While 
in  the mortuary houses of the North inhumation in  oblong grave p its is predo­
minant - in at  least four  cases there were multiple interments - mid- Holland 
and North B rabant have so far only yielded cremation burials in  min iature mor­
tuary houses. 

In a few cases i n  North and central Holland the excavator assumed that the 
barro\ovs were bui l t  over the houses still standing, but we think that as a rule 
the small buildings stood for on ly  a short period. It seems p lausible that the 
apparently regional differences in the form taken by the mortuary houses in the 
Netherlands are bound up with differences in ritual and custom. 

The larger specimens in  the North and centre of the country, probably related 
to those of the Lower Elbe region, might form the beginning of a burial cult 
developing gradually into a primitive temple cult .  Small square configurations 
of  four postholes also appear at the periphery of barrows. The finest example 
(c .  1 .60 X 1 .00) of these was found by Van Giffen in 1 937  in a barrow at 
D iphoorn, Province of D rente (postcircle type 3 ,  Drente, no 19). It lay outside 
the postcircle, to one side of a probable entrance. As a rule, however ,  such bui l­
dings were not p laced on a barrow slope until an eviden tly much later period 
( for instance in the Late I ron Age on the two-period barrow of Emst, on the 
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Veluwe, which was flattened for the purpose 33) . The large rectangular timber 
structures of early Urnfield times (Late Bronze Age - Early I ron Age) consisting 
of many posts standing enclosed by oblong ringditches might perhaps be related 
to the mortuary houses.34 Eventually, at a much later period again,  small sanctu­
aries make a renewed and frequent appearance as rectangular configurations 
of posts in the Anglo-Saxon cemeteries of the Migration period in Drente,35 
and apparently also in the central Netherlands.36 

. 

Though chronologically many gaps still exist, Van Giffen has taken these 
phenomena to illustrate the dissociation of the grave buil ding from the grave -
the development of the temple cult from the cult of the dead .  For the later 
small configurations he pointed in particular to small square Gallo-Roman stone 
temples as found at Trier. For a good transition form we might then look to 
the configuration already mentioned ,  in the Laudermarke urnfield (Strip I l l : 
70 ; fig. 67 : 4) : a small rectangular SW-NE mortuary house ( 1 .40 X 1 .00) around 
an inhumation grave not covered by a barrow. 

It appears that we can trace a similar development in Greece for the herooll , 

a small detached niche-shaped building in which the heroicized dead was depicted .  
Brunsting emphasized the striking simi larity to the sepulchral monuments of 
the Sicyonians, which Pausanias ( I I .vii . z) described as buildings of �olumns 
with a roof ' l ike a temple's ' ,  placed on a grave mound kept together by a stone 
revetment wal lY The graves are known from coins of Sicyon.38 

Our miniature mortuary houses from Brabant thus belong to a very varied 
complex of local ly and temporally diverging phenomena of a period ranging 
from Neolithic to Migration times. In a recent paper by Paula Ehrich ( 1 9+9) 39 
the prehistoric discoveries made so far, especially in Germany, are discussed, 
while an attempt is made to interpret the spiritual background - using, inter alia, 

ethnographical parallels. 
Even to the present day local reminiscences of mortuary houses seem to 

occur in these parts. A few remarkable burial customs are still observed in 
some villages, such as having a 'dodenrek' ( ' Totelll'eck' )  stand on the grave for 
several weeks after burial .40 Sometimes this takes the form of a simple wooden 
railing, sometimes - as in the NE of the Province of Friesland - of a roof 
of laths. In Nord horn, just across the German border, in County Bentheim, the 
writer saw, in a modern churchyard, true mortuary houses of long trapezoidal 
ground plan (coffin-shaped ; height : c . 0 .85 ,  length : c .  1 . 95 ,  width : 0 . 5 5  and 
0.40 m) with a tent roof. These stayed on the grave for six weeks and were 
covered during the first eight days by a. b lack pal l  that was then given to the 
poor.41 These 'mortuary houses' already occur in illustrations of the mid­
nineteenth century. 
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'RituaL pits' 

A highly remarkable feature are the two pits found on the WSW-ENE axis 
of the large Dutch disc barrow, tumulus I ,  to either side of a primary oval cre­
mation burial at ground level ( two or three women and three young children ? ) .  
Nothing was found in them that could indicate a function either as  grave pits 
or, even less, as sockets for posts. I t  could be observed, however, that the p its 
had been open for only a short time, when a small part of the upcast yellow sand 
had slid back into them to form a thin layer at the bottom. Not the slightest 
trace could be found of humous silting. When the barrow was being built the 
pits had been refilled \vith sods, at the same time as the sealing of the crema­
tion burial . 

I n  our opinion it can be taken as certain that these pits have a connexion with 
ritual acts. 

In England analogous ' ritual pits' have been discovered, and ours can be com­
pared to those that M rs C. M. Piggott found in a few cases beside the central 
primary burial in Middle Bronze Age tumuli. Instances are Latch Farm, Christ­
church, Hampshire, and especially Beaulieu in the New Forest,42 where it could 
also be observed how the roundish pits must have been filled in with turves very 
soon after they had been dug. When sectioned it �ould be seen very clearly how 
the turves had subsided after filling in. Objects that might have contributed 
to the interpretation were again lacking. 

In recent years ' ritual p its' have made other appearances in  British publi­
cations. The fairly regularly spaced rings of holes in Neolithic monuments 
of Henge character at Dorchester, Oxon. ,43 are interpreted as such by one 
of the excavators, although a few years earlier an interpretation as single 
widely spaced timber circles sti l l  held the field. 

According to a recent excavation ( 1 950) the 56  Aubrey Holes of Stonehenge 
would also have to be explained as ritual pits.H 

It looks much as if  in our Dutch disc barrow, tumulus I, both the barrow 
type, the ritual p its and the secondary i nterment in a ' Drakenstein' urn point in 
the direction of England. On the basis of Waterbolk's palynological examina­
tion the monument should be placed among the earliest of t he cemetery. 
Again on palynological grounds it  may chronologically be correlated, according 
to Wat'erbolk, with the Dutch disc barrow the 'Zwartenberg' at Hoogeloon. Now 
the latter can be dated to the Middle Bronze Age by the bronze palstave 
chisel (fig. 72) which Panken dug up on IS September 1 846, almost certainly 
from the central primary grave. An early Middle Bronze Age dat ing for the ritual 
pits in  tumulus I woul d  thus seem o�vious and might be confirmed by the secon­
dary cremation burial in a trunk coffin. 
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The round pit near the centre of tumulus 2 1  (Part I, fig. 30, square E-4) might 
possibly represent another ritual pit. Lack of proper sections makes it im­
possible to say much about a few other cases of pits near central graves which 
occur in the literature on Dutch barrows. Meanwhile it  has become clear from later 
excavations that ritual pits are of a more frequent occurrence in the Netherlands 
than would appear from the existing literature. In 1 952  a new example was dis­
covered in the province of Drente. I ts date was Late I ron Age.45 

The purpose of these ' ritual pits' remains a matter for speculation . Some 
parallels can be adduced ; here we will confine ourselves to the well-known 
passage in Book A of the Odyssey (11 . 23 ff.) where Odysseus lets the ghosts 
of the underworld drink blood in order to restore their rational conscious­
ness. 46 Arrived in the land on the confines of the wide Oceanus, under the 
fog-bound West where the Cimmerians live in perpetual mist, he dug with 
his sword a �6&pvcr an ell wide and an ell long. Next he made a triple l ibation : 
mead for the dead, sweet wine and wa.ter ; he scattered some white barley and 
addressed the dead as a suppliant. Then he cut the throats of the black sheep 
he had brought, over the trench, . . . . .  pEE 8' o-.L[LD: XEAD:LVE<pEcr • • • . •  and the 
ghosts of the dead came thronging from the depths of Erebus . . . .  

Funeral repasts or ritual fires ( ? )  

The spreads o f  charcoal o n  the old surface o r  in the body o f  the mound, found 
in tumuli I B ( ?) ,  3, 5, 8, I I  and 1 6  at Toterfout-Halve Mij l ,  must also be connected 
with an act of some kind. Whether these were the remains of funeral repasts 
or of ritual (purificatory) fires, or of yet something else, could not be determined 
with certainty. Van Giffen repeatedly observed charcoal horizons in barrows 
and interpreted them as interruptions in the building of the mound, probably 
corresponding with funeral repasts.47 A small charcoal-filled pit near the entrance 
blocking of the primary single widely spaced postcircle of tumulus 8 might 
be connected with a ritual fire. 

Temporary stakecircle 

The intermediate oval stakecircle surrounding the primary mortuary house 
in tumulus 8 is a very remarkable feature. As the sod structure of the mound 
continued undisturbed over the stake holes - exactly as with the stake holes 
of the mortuary houses in tumuli 5, 8, I I and 1 4  - it is certain that the stakecircle 
can only have had a temporary function, related not to the barrow directly 
but to the funeral feast . A temporary intermediate stakecircle of this type is as 
yet unique of its kind in Dutch Bronze Age barrows. The area it enclosed 
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Inay be considered as a temporary sacred precinct of the grave site during 
the fu neral feast.48 

Perhaps this circle represents a descendant of such intermediate features as 
the small stakecircle in a foundation trench (postcircle type I )  -19 found repeatedly 
in Neolithic tumuli .  This type, which accompanies Beaker graves, is never 
attended in the mound by traces of settling or subsidence such as were found 
with the ' beehive graves' .  The stakecircles cannot therefore represent small 
burial chambers, and in any case their diameter would not fit that explanation. 
Perhaps they are best explained as temporary structures in the same sense as the 
stakecircle in our tumulus 8 which, however, lacks the characteristic N"eolithic 
fou ndation trench. 

Temporary stakecircles occur in British Bronze Age barrows. Sir Cyril Fox 
described a number of them from South Wales,50 and a very fine example of 
an intermediate stake-setting was found by H. J .  Case in a barrow at Poole, 
Dorset.51 In  the latter case we are struck by many points of agreement with the 
construction and the successive stages of the burial practice of our tumulus 8 .  
For the future study of the relations between Britain and the Continent the 
correspondences in the burial ritual will be at least as important, perhaps, as 
pottery and bronzes. 

T h e p e r i p h e r y o f  t h e  b a r r o w  

With the temporary intermediate stakecircle ll1 tumulus 8 ,ve come to the 
peripheral structures of the barrows. We propose to deal mainly with the timber 
circles, only occasionally mentioning the ringditches. 

Rings of posts 

The timber structures l l1 our barrow cemetery must have consisted of 
uprights placed at the foot of the barrow, in accordance with general Bronze 
Age practice. The originally magical import of the postcircle may be taken as 
certain, though opinions differ as to its function in barrow construction - and 
especially as to the time of its erection. 

I t  was generally agreed that the postcircle was set up at the foot of a barrow 
after its completion. J. Rader has, however, suggested that postcircles such as 
our widely spaced types 3 and 4 were erected ' fast immer vor der Aufwalbung 
des Hugels' ,  and that to some extent this would also obtain for palisades such as our 
closely spaced types 1-2 and 5-9. 52 They would have been erected on the occasion 
of the interment and funeral feasts, and would have been left standing as a re­
minder of them, even if afterwards covered in part by the mound.53 On Rader's 
view the circle would essentially be not an integral part of the monument as sllch. 
but a feature primarily related to ' th� funeral feast. 
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We might be i nclined to accept this for the Neolithic types 1 and 2, and 
possibly even for the few early examples of type 3 , 54 but not for the majority 
of Dutch Bronze Age postcircles. For in the latter the posts normally stand at 
and not inside the foot of the barrow. Moreover, the irregular plans of some of 
the postcircles seem to argue that when they were set up the true centre of the 
barrow could no longer be certainly identified, i .e .  the mound must have been 
in posit ion. I n a monument such as our Dutch disc barrow, tumulus 1 ,  the 
absence of the podsolized old surface under the bank showed that the peripheral 
construction - here , it is true, an enclosing bank and ditch - must have been 
made after t he tumulus had been bui lt .  Final ly we think that t he undoubted 
succession , in tumulus 8, of the intermediate temporary stakecircle by the more 
permanent peripheral postcircle (type 3) argues that the latter was not erected 
until after the completion of the barrow. 

Entrallces alld elltrallce blockillgs ill timber cirrles 

I f  t hen the erection of this magical circle round the burial site may have become 
detached, more or less, in the Early Bronze Age, from the actual funeral feast, 
i t  is  none t he less certain that a ritual act of prime importance is reflected by the 
frequent anomalies in the normal course of the circles. Undoubtedly they represent 

. the blocking of an 'entrance' in the ring of posts t hat had at f irst purposely been 
left open. Naturally these entrance blockings stand out clearest in the compound 
rings of closely sited posts, especially types 6 and 7. I t  \\'as in 1 928 that Van Giffen 
first observed a clear entrance blocking, on the NN\-\' side of t he double closely 
spaced circle of posts in the 'Biestel"l:eldhel/'i'('1' near De Knolle (type 6,  Friesland, 
no 1 ) . The eventually blocked gap in the circ le corresponded with a gap, over the 
same distance (+50 metres) ,  in t he internal stakecircle. Among the widely spaced 
postcircles both examples of type 4 had a clear entrance, while for type 3 th� 

entrance can be identi fied only occasional ly ,  by means of too smal l  or too large 
intervals or an interval blocked by an intermediate post. This latter feature can 
also be adduced as an indication for l intelling of the upright t imbers. From his 
discussion of tumulus IY of the ' Vij(belg' on the Rechte Heide near Goirle 
(type 3, I\orth Brabant, no 3) Van Giffen concluded, in 1 937 ,  that it \\'ould be 
necessary to give more attention to such anomalies in future excavat ions than 
had been done up to that time.55 

Good examples of entrances, and part icularly of blocked entrances, have re­
peatedly been observed. The approximately 3 5 -metre lane of posts, blocked by 
a post at t he SSE end, l inking up With . the outer postcircle of tu mu Ius 75 on 
the Noordsche Veld near Zeijen (type 3 ,  Drente, no 34 ; fig. 69), forms the most 
impressi\'e example of such an entrance. A striking feature here is that the 
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lane is approximately on the axis of the mortuary house and the graves inside 
it .  A remarkable reminiscence of a blocked entrance is formed, we think, by the 
two post holes, 3 . 20 metres apart, on the S side, just outside the postcircle of 
tumulus 3 on the Bergsham near Garderen (type 5 ,  Gelderland, no 4). 

In the Toterfout-Halve Mij l  cemetery it was possible, in  a number of cases, 
to identify an entrance blocking (e.g. in tumuli 3, 5 1 1 ,  8 1 ,  8 11 , 8\ I l l , 1 4, 
I S ,  1 61 , 1 91 and 1 9( 1 ) ;  there were also some instances of a more dubious 
nature. 

The orientation of the entrances in Dutch barrows shows great divergence, 
and there does not seem to be any reason to assume that they were astrono­
mically determined.56 It  is remarkable, however, that in our cemetery, laid out 
on a long E-W line, there are some striking convergences in the entrance direc­
tions. The barrows where these convergences occurred all belong to the middle 
period of the relative chronology deduced by Waterbolk from palynological 
criteria (phases 5- 1 0 ;  figs 74-5) .  Among the Westerly barrows a number of 
entrances ( 1 4, I S ,  1 61, 1 9 1 and I9 1 1) pointed NE, and among the barrows on the 
' Groote Aard' two (S l I and 81 1) pointed SW. They converge on a site South 
of Halfmijls Ven that might have been a very suitable place for a settlement 
and is wholly devoid of barrows. Sir Cyril Fox has made it appear very probable 
that in England such entrances indicate the direction from which the dead person 
had been carried to his rest, i . e. the direction of the settlementY Perhaps we are 
thus afforded a means of tracing the local habitations of the barrow-builders. As 
we also find some other directions than those already mentioned - for instance 
in tumulus 3 ,  in the Eastern group - we should look for several settlements, pro­
bably from different periods and belonging to different clans. The entrance 
blocking in the primary postcircle of tumulus I I seems to point in the direction 
of the settlement remains on the 'Groote Am·d' .  In this connexion we must also 
mention the almost identical orientation (E to SE) of the gaps in the ringditches 
of the urnfield (fig. 76 : 1 3 ;  Part I, fig. 40) .  

It  will thus be  necessary to  attempt a further search for possible settlements 
on the basis of these facts. 

The meaning to be attached to deeper (tumulus 81)  or strikingly square post­
holes (type 5, North Brabant, no 2), found on the axis of some postcircles, is still 
obscure.58 They might have a connexion with the lay-out of the postcircle 59 
- perhaps also with a certain orientation. In the cases mentioned the orientation 
is WSW-ENE and SW-NE respectively, and almost parallel to the axis of the 
prImary graves. 

Very probably the b locking of the entrance in a postcircle formed a last ritual 
act, finally severing the dead from tqe world of the l iving. Probably its direction 
has some bearing on that of the dead man's former habitation. 
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The Burial Ritual 

Cremations in posthules; offerings ( ? )  

In  six post holes o f  the circle of tumulus 8\ and  i n  one of that of tumulus I I ,  
small quantities o f  cremated human bone ;vere found.GO In  tumulus 8A  the 
deposits may have been later than the posts ; they may have come from the 
primary burial (IlIfalls I), although Dr Krumbein reported on the cremated bones 
from one of the postholes as follows : 'unbestimmbar, vielleicht Erwachsen ' .  
The few cremated bones - of a n  adult - from a posthole o f  tumulus I I must 
certainly have been deposited, however, in an expressly made excavation in the 
wal l  of the hole, before the post was in position. In this barrow no cremation 
was found at the centre . 

As has already been said, the very minute quantities of cremated bone in the 
postholes of tumulus 8'\ may well have been gathered from the pyre a fter the sealing 
of the primary burial . This explanation we would also put forward for the cremation 
from the primary grave within a temporary mortuary house and for the slanting 
layer of cremated bone and charcoal found among the piled-up sods of tumulus 5 .  
This layer must have been deposited while the mound was under construction. 
Both cremations were determined as ' Infans I '  by Dr Krumbein. I t  seems 
plausible that cremated bones which might sometimes, for instance after a shower, 
have been found left behind on the burnt-out remains of the pyre, should still 
have been accorded some manner of burial . 

The small pot (Part I ,  fig. 4-2b : 52 ; PI. XI I :  I ) 61 containing only a little sand 
which was found among the cremated bone of the primary burial in tumulus 
10  in  all likelihood contained some manner of offering. It had not been burnt 
on the pyre. The small pot with cremated remains of very thin (animal ? )  bones 
found among the sods of the primary slope of tumulus 16 should certainly be 
explained as an offering. 

For the rest the almost complete absence of surviving grave furniture, i ncluding 
pottery, in the interments in (particularly Middle) Bronze Age tumuli need 
not be explained solely by the cultural poverty of the population . Prevalent 
eschatological conceptions might well have been a factor. 

* * 
* 

I t  is often difficult to suppress a smile when, turning the leaves of publications 
yellowed by time, we are suddenly asked to contemplate an engraving where 
insufficiently clad giants bend their shoulders under impressive b locks of stone . 
None the less it remains a remarkable fact that men l ike Picardt could already 
make the bold attempt to evoke visual images of prehistoric man and his actions 
- here the building of the passage graves. As a rule such pictures can show us 
at a glance how our ancestors of a certain period imagined the past - to some 
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extent they can form the basis for an evaluation of the level of archaeological 
knowledge. To-day the pictorial representation of, for instance, acts observed 
in excavations is quite exceptional, and as a rule is found only in popularizations. 
As our knowledge grows we become increasingly aware of the difficulties in­
herent in any attempt to construct a scientifically justified picture. 

Though well aware of the dangers, we are yet of the opinion that occasion­
ally some purpose can be served by a p icto�ial summary of the series of succes­

si�'e acts read from the soil during excavation.62 
A case in point is tumulus 8 of the Toterfout-Halve Mijl cemetery. This 

barrow brought to our knowledge the most elaborate series of burial acts, both 
ritual and customary, ever observed in a Dutch Bronze Age barrow. Even 
though the figures in figs 70 and 71 - sketched by my sister L y d i G I a s­
b e  r g e n - are products of the imagination, the series of successive acts rests, 
we think, on a sound factual basis.63 The sequence runs as follows : 

( I ) The cremation of the dead, in this case an infant (i1ifans 11), on the pyre, 
in  the presence of the clansmen. 

(2 )  The interment of the cremated bones and charred lumps of wood (14C­
date : ' 3°55 ± 90 years) in  a shallow pit under a roof carried by four stakes 
(small mortuary house) .  

(3)  The enclosure of the mortuary house by an oval circle of slender close-set 
stakes carrying a fence of hurdles. 

(4) The holding of a funeral feast outside the sacred p recinct (unless the 
charcoal spread found represents the remains of a ritual fire) .  

(After a pause lasting a 1lumber of days :) 

( 5 )  The removal of mortuary house and stakecircle. 
(6) The construction, on the podsolized site, of  a barrow piled up from irre,­

gular long inverted sods64 stripped (with oak spades ? )  from various localities 
in the neighbourhood. The slope was later smoothed over with sand. 

(7) The erection, in holes dug at the barrow's edge, of a single widely spaced 
ring of (oak) posts, possibly lintelled (mortise-and-tenon construction). Two 
posts on the \iVSW-ENE axis that may have served for laying out the postcircle 
were dug in more deeply. 

(8) The blocking, by means of two pairs of vertical posts, of an entrance (to the 
width of two successive intervals of the circle) that had until then been left open on 
the S side. A ritual fire was burnt. End of the first construction phase of the barrow. 

(A long pause of at least the time needed for the decay of the peripheral post­
circle, say 1 0  to 20 years. The barro\\' was covered by vegetation, and through the 
action of the prevailing SW winds it increased slightly on the lee, i .e. NE side. 
There was a corresponding NE shift of the apparent centre . )  
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Fig. 70 

(9) After a new interment on its crest - not found, having been destroyed by 
recent disturbances - the primary barrow was enlarged by means of a sand 
capping (construction p hase 2) . 

( 10) The foot of the secondary (capping) barrow was surro�nded by a slightly 
oval double closely spaced postcircle left open over a distance of  some 3 .50 

metres on the WSW side. The centre of this circle lay sl ightly to  t he NE of  that 
of the primary circle. 

( I I ) The ritual b locking of the entr�nce in the circle by means of a single closely 
spaced row of posts, and the construction of an enclosing circle of close-set 
slender stakes l inked by hurdling. 
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Fig, 7 1  

The twelfth drawing outlines the p robable aspect ( internal and external) of 
tumulus 8 before the great disturbances leading to the destruction of a, large 
part of the mound, including the secondary central grave, and the flattening 
by Allied tanks in 1 944, 

This concludes our disquisition on the burial ritual, a ritual which in many 
respects - 'ritual p its ' ,  cremations in posth,oles, temporary stakecircle, entrances 
ID timber circles, p rimary burial in a cordoned cinerary urn - has affinities 
in  Britain,65 
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1 Die Falllla der ]VlIrtell, Onderzoekillgell z'erricht In het Zo% gisch L17boratorillm 

der Rijksuniversiteit Grollil1gen, I l l , 1 9 1 3 ,  p. I .  
2 J .  Riider, Pjahl lIud iVlellhir, 1 949, p .  38 .  
3 See especially Riider, ibid. ,  1 949, passim. 
� Chadwick Papers, 1 950, pp. 5 1 -7 3 .  

Ann. ARAB LIV,  5 e  Serie, Tome IV, 1 902, p .  374-.  The Belgian antiquaries 
C. Dens and L.  Stroobant already pondered over the burial ritual. They had found 
such small associated vessels as we know from our tumuli 10 and 16 (Part I, fig. 42b) and 
interpreted them as ' a)'allt servi all.'l: rites' .  Stroobant .found one in tumulus D at 'vVeelde 
(cf. also Part I, p. 10  I , note 3) and related it  to ritual acts such as pouring a symbolical 
fluid over the dead - already surmised by Dens, Alln. SAB X I ,  1 897, p .  243, for the 
inverted small vessels in large urns -, food for the hereafter, offerings to the Gods , etc. 
Stroobant, I. c .  pp. 374-5 . 

6 A very fine example of the transition from inhumation to cremation, from the 
Early Bronze Age, was found by Van Giffen ( 1 927) in a central secondary grave pit in 
the ' Ketellberg' at Eext, Province of Drente. The dead had been buried in contracted position 
in a trunk coffin, the dolichocephali c  head to the NE. A fire had been lit on the burial 
causing partial calcination of the skeleton. Cf. Van Giffen, Ballart, 1 930, p .  4-6 ; 
Gedenkboek van Gtfjell , 1 947, pp. 5 2 1 -2 .  For partial cremation cf. also Remouchamps, 
ONI Leiden, NR IV, 1 92 3 ,  pp. 1 6  sqq. and again NR V I I ,  1 926, pp. cii-civ (Goirle, 
Province of North Brabant) . 

7 See also pp. 9, 20- 1 .  
8 As for instance i n  tumuli 5 ,  8 ,  1 0, 1 4, 1 7 ,  1 8  and 1 9  o f  our barrow cemetery. 
9 See pp. 2 1 -2.  

10 Cemetery Toterfout-Halve Mij l : tumuli  2 and 4 (Neol ithic or Aeneolithic, earliest 
barrows of the group), tumuli I , I [J (in an urn ! )  and 5, 8,  etc. (early Middle B ronze Age). 

1 1 E.g. tumuli 6 and 7. Or could these be cenotaphs ? 
12 HC-date : 3450 ± 1 00 years. For the dating cf. also p .  1 66 sqq. 
13 A series of instances could be adduced here. C r. especially the ' Hankellberg ' at 

E r  i c a (postcircle type 8, Drente, no I )  where both phases had for their central interment 
a cremated burial (in either case, according to H. 'vV. Assies, an adolescent), while a further 
six tangential inhumation graves occurred as secondary interments. To the inside of the 
blocked entrance of the pc. of the first phase was a grave pit with cremated bones of an 
adult. - G a s  t e r e  n ,  tumulus 37 (postcircle type 3, D rente, no 28) ,  with in the central 
grave the cremated bones of a te'n to twelve year old chi ld,  and again 4 tangential 
inhumation graves. - Cr. also E m m e n, tumulus VI (postcircle type 3, D rente, no 6) ; 
W e s s i n g h u i z e n, tumulus I I I  (postcircle type 8, Groningen, no I ) , and PSSAIN IV, 
I ,  Juni  1 95 3 ,  pp. 8-9 (tumulus near V e s s e m) .  - Another possible e xplanation than 
that given below might be that at this time inhumation and cremation were practised 
by different clans. This occurred in classical Rome, where some gentes, such as the Scipi­
ones, confined themselves to inhumation. 

l �  See Part I, pp. 1 26-8.  
15 iVlultiple contemporary inhumation burials - sometimes several adults, sometimes 

adults with children - occur fairly frequently. Cf. SIIpra, postcircle type 3, Drente, no 
20 (Aalden, tumulus I I) ,  nos 34-5 (Zeijen, tumulus 75 ; figs 67 : 1 0 ;  69), no 40 
( , Sclwttenberg' , Westerbork ; fig. 67 : I l ) ,  and H .  Tj . Waterbolk & W. Glasbergen, 
N D V  1 95 1 ,  pp. I I 4-24 ( ' Ellpen Barcltien ' at Havelte, Province of Drente) .  

The cremations from the Oudemolen tumuli group (postcircle type 3 ,  Drente, nos 
4-3-5 and type 6, Drente, no 7) ,  analysed by Or Krumbein,  give the same picture as 
those from the Toterfout-Halve Mij l  cemetery. - Cf. further the mortuary houses 
from the Lower Elbe region cited in hote 1 9. 

16 C .  Dens, A,m. SAB X I ,  1 897, p. 240. These might, however, be urnless cremated 
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burials of the Urnfield period. Cf. also P .  Ehrich, Hammabul'g I H ,  1 940, pp. 20S 
(Marmstorf) and 2 1 5 .  

1 7  Beowulf, 11 .  3 1 57-78.  
18 A. Zeki Validi Togan, 1bl1 Far;lICin's Reisebericht .  Abhalldl'llllgell fih' die K1I11de des 

Morgenlandes XXIV, 3 ,  1 939,  particularly pp.  88-97 (sections 87-92) .  This travel story 
forms the end of the Ibn al-Faqih MS discovered by Zeki Validi Togan at Meshed, 
Khorassan, in 1 92 3 .  

1 9  See Paula Ehrich, Die vOl'geschichtlichen Totcllhallser ulId del' Ha!/sgeda'/lke illl 
BestattulIgsbrauch, Hammablll'g H I ,  1 949, pp .  200- 1 6 .  This draws on the published 
t;vidence of the known mortuary houses from the Lower Elbe region, such as Baven, 
Kreis Celle ( 1 93 2 ; H. Piesker, Die Kutlde 1 , 1 93 3 ,  Nr. 3/4, pp.  1 -4 ;  PZ XXV, 1 934,  pp.  
1 5 6-8 ; Early Bronze Age, late Montelius ] ) ;  GrCmhof-Tesperhude, Kreis Herzogtum 
Lauenburg ( 1 932 ; K. Kersten, Offa I ,  1 936 ,  pp.  5 6

'
-87 ; for an adult woman with a child 

of at most 2! years - probably mother and child - each in a trunk coffin ; Bronze 
Age, late Montelius I l ,  or Montelius I l l ) ;  Sottorf, Kreis Harburg ( 1 934 ; W. Wegewitz, 
Deutsche Vo/'z. 1 2 ,  1 936,  pp. 3 3-9 ; Die Graber del' Steill- IIl1d Brollzezeit illl Gebiel 
del' Niedel'elbe, 1 949, pp .  85 sqq. ; with 2 burials : cremation of a 3 to 5 year old child, 
a girl , to j udge from the finds (Montelius I l ) ,  and the cremated bones of an adult, the 
latter, however, perhaps from the time before the construction of the barrow) ; l\1armstorf, 
Kreis Harburg ( 1 937 : V'/ . \'Vegewitz, Die Graber etc . ,  1 949, pp.  1 00 sqq. ; from the grave 
furniture probablv n woman 's grave, Montelius ] I ;  between the barro\\' containing 
this mortuary house and some other barrows were found a number of flat graves) ; 
Schutschur, Kreis Dannenberg ( 1 93 8 ;  Korner, Niedersarhsel1 4 3 ,  Sept. 1 938,  p. 359) ,  
etc .  Cf. also \V.  \Vegewitz , Totellhallse/' l/'11d ander!' Grabfor1l1ell del' altel'en Bl'o'llzezeit 
1111 Niedel'elbegebiet , Die KII'/Ide 9 ,  1 94 1 , pp.  75-82 ; G. Schwantes, Die VOl'gesrhiclitl' 
Schleswig-Holsleins (Sll'ill- ulld BI'(J1!zezeil), 1 939,  pp .  3 82-4. 

20 Ballal't, 1 930, p p .  84-93'. 

21 NDV 1 94 5 ,  p .  89.  
2 2  NDV 1 94 1 ,  pp .  I I 5-9, especially pp.  1 1 6-7 . 
23 NDV 1 94 1 ,  pp .  1 1 5-9, especially pp .  1 1 5-6 . 
N NDV 1 942 , pp.  1 03-8, particularly pp.  1 05-6.  Cf. also tumulus I l l ,  with two 

phh.  at the S end of tbe central grave ; ibid. ,  p. 1 07 .  
2 5  OM Leidel1, NR I V ,  1 923,  p p .  4-5 . 
26 Dubiosa .' P r o  v i n  c e 0 f D r e  n t e :  Emmen, tumulus I l l ,  1 9 3 1  (four very large 

irregularly sited postholes ( ?) at large intervals in the edge of a probably Aeneolithic 
barrow (Bursch, OM Leidell , NR XVI I ,  1 936,  pp. 5 7-8) ; Gasteren, tumulus 37, 1 939 
(Van Giffen, NDV 1 945 ,  p. 74 ; cf.  supra, postcircle type 3,  Drente no 28) ; Havelte , 
tumulus 2, 1 943 (Van Giffen, NDV 1 95 1 ,  pp.  1 25-7 ; postholes here perhaps steles ? An 
eccentric rectangular configuration beneath tumulus I ,  ibid. , pp. 1 24-5 , must date from 
before the construction of the sod barrow). Cf. also the destroyed passage gran D V I  e 
at Tinaarloo, 1 928, where a rectangular configuration of 6 phh.  (3 .00 )( 2 . 50) occurred 
outside the supporting stones ; it shows traces of walls, possibly of a wooden structure 
earlier than the passage grave (Van Giffen ,  NDV 1 944, p. 96). P r o v i  n c e  of O v e r i,i s s e l :  
Ootmarsum, tumulus 1 ,  1 930 (Bursch, OM Leidell, N R  X IV, 1 93 3 ,  pp. 60- 1 ,  3 stake­
holes by an eccentric grave) . P r o v i n c e  o f  U t r e c h t :  Soesterberg, tumulus 3 ,  1 932 
(Bursch, Olvl Leidell ,  NR XV, 1 934, p .  56 ; 4 stake holes at the corners of a sub-rectangular 
grave pit (c. 2 . 20 X c .  1 .00) contain ing a herringbone Beaker and a similarly ornamented 
smaller vesse l .  According to Bursch the stakes originally stood at an angle to the ground 
and might have supported a sort of tent-s!1aped structure. Perhaps we ha\'e here an 
early example of a mortuary house . Cf. also p. 96. 

27 Already reproduced by De  Laet & Marien, Ali i .  Class. X I X ,  1 950,  fig. 2bis, and 
Marien, Oud-Belgie, 1 952 ,  fig. 1 90.  

Palaeohistoria. Vol. I l l .  1 1  
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28 In  tumuli I B ( 1 . 5 2  X 1 .06) , with primary cordoned urn ; 5 ( 1 . 50  X 0.88 ; 
E-W) ; 8 ( 1 .60 X 0.80 ; WSW-ENE, within an oval temporary stakecircle, dm. : 
5 . 20-5 .80) ; I I  ( 1 .60 X 0.8 2/0.90 ; SW-NE) ; 1 4  ( 1 .80 ', 1 .40 ; WSW-ENE) ; 1 5  ( 1 .56/1 .64 X 
0.90 ; WNW-ESE ) ; 1 9  ( 1 .04 X 0.92 ; N-S) ; 2 1  ( 1 .00 X 0.76 ; NW-SE) ; also 1 0  
( ?  4 stakeholes i n  a S SW-NN E  trapezoid, base : 1 . 30, h . : 0.90, within ditches) .  

29 VNIG 1 93 5 ,  pp .  6 1 ,  69-7 2 .  C f .  also supra, postcircle type 9 ,  Groningen,  nos 1 - 1 2 .  
30 According t o  a communication from NIr G .  Beex a second supplementary exca­

vation in 1 950 in  the Knegsel urnfield (cf. postcircle ' types 5, 6 and 7, North Brabant, 
nos I ,  1 4-6 and 1 - 2  respectively) revealed traces . of a rectangular mortuary house 
(three out of a probable four stakeholes) at the centre of a ringditch tumulus. Attentiol1 
should also be given to the traces of stakes in the central grave of the postcircle barrow 
of Hooge Mierde (cf. postcircle type 4, North Brabant, no I )  and of the Dutch disc barrow, 
tumulus I, on the Rechte Heide at Goirle (see Van Giffen, Brab. Oergesch . ,  1 937,  p.  I I). 

3 l  De Laet & Marien, Allt .  Class . XIX, 1 950, pp.  3 1 4-6, fig. 2,  PI .  I :  I .  By 
comparison with tumulus 27 at Toterfout-Halve M ij l  the  excavators assumed that  the 
lay-out dates from the Late Bronze Age. The Lommel-Kattenbosch cemetery lies c, 
24 kilometres S of our barrow group. See also Marii'n, Olld-Belgie, 1 9 5 2 ,  fig. 298.  

32 Tumulus 8A (nine stake holes in  an irregular configuration, four of them in pairs) ; 
1 6  (five irregularly sited stakeholes) ; 22 (a few dubious traces of stakeholes). 

33 Ballart, 1 930, Abb. 65, pp. 74-6 (two square configurations - c. 1 .60 X 1 .60 
and c.  2 .40 X 2 .40 - both repaired at least once, on the SW barrow slope). Cf. also 
Van Giffen,  NDV 1 9 5  I, pp. 1 25-7 (Havelte, Province of Drente, tumulus 2 ) .  

3 .  See pp.  9- 10,  note 8 1 .  
35 Van Giffen, NDV 1 927 ,  pp. 83- 1 22 ,  1932 ,  pp.  5 1-63 ( Looveen near Wijster, 

Municipality of Beilen) ; NDV 1 940, pp. 1 99-200 (Zeij en) ; VMG 1 93 5 ,  p p .  69-7 2,  80-3 , 
.V DV 1 9 3 5 ,  p. I 1 6 ; cf. also Drente, 2nd ed. ,  1 944, pp.  5 3 3-4 ; further in the cemeteries 
of Aalden and Zweeloo (in the last-named cemetery also arour.d oblong inhumation graves) .  
Cf. also for apparently identical phenomena ONI Leidell, N R  X I X ,  1938 ,  pp.  5-9 ( Lievelde, 
Municipality of Lichtenvoorde, Province of Gelderland) and Bodenaltertiimer West­
Jalells V I I ,  1 950, pp. 3 1-3 (cemetery at Lembeck, Kreis Recklinghausen, in Westphalia) .  

36 Rhenen, Province of  Utrecht. PSSAIN 1 95 1 ,  1 .  
37 Gedenkboek Va1l GifJell, 1 947,  pp.  246-9. 
38 Ibid., 1 947,  p. 249. 
39 See p .  1 43 ,  note 1 9 .  
4 0  C f .  Hermina C .  A. Grolman, Volksgebrlliken bij stervell ell begraven in Nederland, 

TijdschriJt van het KOllillklijk Nederlalldsch Aardrijksklmdig Genootschap, 2e serie, XL, 
1 9 2 3 ,  pp.  3 5 9-96 ; D iedrich Steilen, Volkstiimliche Grabgestaltllllg im nordlichen Nieder­
sachsen, Die Kunde 8 ,  1 940, pp .  1 97- 2 1 6  (e.g. ' Totenreck' ) .  

41 Communication from Fraulein T. Krumbein at Nordhorn. 
H Cf. C .  M. Piggott, PPS IV, 1 93 8 ,  p .  1 7 3 ; Excavatioll of fifteen barrows ill the New 

Forest I94I-2, PPS IX, 1 94 3 ,  p p .  1 -27 ; Three tllrf barrows at Hurn, near Christ­
church, Proc. Hants. F. C. XV, 1 94 1-3 , pp.  248-62 .  See also Rader, Pfahl und Menhir, 
1 949, p. 2 5 ·  

4 3  R. ] .  C .  Atkinson, C .  M .  Piggott & N .  K .  Sandars, Excavations at  Dorchester, 
Oxon.,  First Report, 1 95 1 ,  especially pp.  1 5-6. The non-committal term ' holes' is there 
used to describe the puzzling pits found on some of the Dorchester sites. 

H Cf. R. J .  C .  Atkinson, S. Piggott & J. F.  S. Stone, The excavation oj two additional 
holes at Stonehenge, I950, and new evidence for the date of the monument.  Ant. Joum. 
XXX I I ,  1 95 2 ,  nos I ,  2, pp .  1 4-20 . 

• 5 During the excavation of tumulus I of the cemetery on the Emelange near 
vVijster, Province of  D rente (cf. postcircle type 9 ,  Drente, no 4), in 1 9 5 2 ,  another very 
fine examl'le was discovered. The deep pit was situated at the edge of a barrow core 
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of fine sods (pause in the construction of the barrow), and contained much charcoal 
( 1 4C-date : 1 985 ± 1 50 years) .  At the bottom stood a small cup placed upside down . Two 
shalloy., holes N of the pit contained cremated bones, viz. of a child and an adult. The . 
barrow had afterwards been completed with another layer of sods. There was no peri ­
pheral construction. Van Giffen dates the monument,  which was situated on a ridge­
type field, to the I ron Age . NDV 1 954, pp. 1 63-7. 

48 Cf. also J. Roder, Pfahl ulld jl,1enhir, 1 949, p.  46. - See especially his discussion 
of the 'B£ldseele' and 'Lebe1lskmft' concepts (pp. 43-6) .  

47 E. g. BallG1·t, 1 930, pp.  1 0-23 (tumulus l I on the Noordsche Veld near Zeijen, 
with stone cist : degenerated passage grave) ; NDV 1 945 ,  pp. 73-8 (tumulus 37 at 
Gasteren ; cf. postcircle type 3 ,  Drente,  no 28) .  

48 CL Roder,  ibid. ,  1 949, pp. 7-8. 
49 See above, p .  6.  
50 Cf. supra, p .  84. 
51 Mr Case kindly showed us his record during a VISIt to Oxford in 1 952 .  Cf. also 

R.  J. C. Atkinson, C. ]\11 . Piggott & N. K. Sandars, Excavations at Dorchester, 0,\'011 . ,  
I ,  1 9 5  I ,  p.  9 1 ; H .  J .  Case, The excavatioll of two roulld barrows at Poole, Dorset. PPS XVI I I ,  

1 952 ,  pp. 1 48-59 .  
5 2  Roder (ibid., 1 949, pp.  6-7) adduced ethnographical parallels in  support of 

his attribution of memorial significance to the individual posts of a circle .  To us it seems 
questionable, however, whether anything is gained by a distinction as advocated by 
him between 'Pfoste:llkriillze' (types 3-4) and ' Palisadell ' (types 1 -2,  5-9). There 

will hardly have been a difference in function, and the less so if it is assumed that 
in  types 3-4 the wooden uprights were connected by lintels. The two types appear, 

in  fact, to occur together. For the succession of a temporary circle of close-set stakes 
by a peripheral single ring of widely spaced posts cf. tumulus 8 at Toterfout-Halve 

Mijl (period I ) .  
5 3  Roder, ibid. , 1 949, p p .  7-8. 
54 CL supra, pp. 7, 25. I t  is  true, however, that the shallow penetration of the 

post holes into the subsoil makes one suspect that the posts were set in the slope after 
the completion of the mound. See for an instance type 3, D rente, no 48 (Ruinen) .  

5 5  Brab. Oergesch. ,  1 937 ,  p .  30.  
5 8  Roder also doubts this for other monuments. Cf.  ibid. , p.  36.  
57 On account of the so-called false crest sitillg. English barrows are said to lie fairly 

frequently not on the actual hi l l-crest but on the skyline as this appears from the 
valley. This might have an obvious bearing on a settlement in such a valley . The 
location of the settlement may then be obtained from the direction of an entrance in 
the peripheral structure. Cf. C. Fox, Arch. JOIII'II . XCIX,  1 943,  p.  22 .  

5 8  Cf. also Roder, ibid. ,  1 949, p.  24. 
59 Suggested by IV1r H .  J. Case, who noticed similar settings when exc3\'ating the 

barrow at Poole, D orset. 
60 Willems ( 1 934) was the first in this country to discover cremated bones in  a posthole, 

viz. in  tumulus a on the Hongerensche Heide near Hooge lVlierde, Province of North 
Brabant .  Cf. Umellveldel1, 1 93 5 ,  p. 1 34.  Recently ( 1 952) this phenomenon was obsen'ed 

in a two-period barrow between Halve lVlijl and Vessem (Part I ,  fig. 2) with pcc. of types 
6 and 5 (or 9). Cf. Beex, BH I V ,  1 952 ,  pp. 57-9 ; lV lodderman , PS SA IN IV,  I ,  Juni 1 95 3 ,  
p p .  8-9 . I n  t h e  small p c .  o f  type 5 near the 'Zwartellberg' a t  H oogeloon (postcircle type 5 .  
North Brabant, nos 5-6) another instance i s  said t o  have occurred. 

81 Cf. also Part I ,  p. 1 0 1 ,  note 3, and Part 1 1 ,  p. 1 5 1 ,  note 45 . 
82 Cf. e. g. Van Giffen, NDV 1 945 ,  p .  77: 
83 I t might for instance be thought improbable that women should have taken part 

in the burial rite . . . .  Taking the probable small size of the clans into account, however, 



The Burial Ritual 

female labour would have been more or  less indispensable in the building of the mound. 
We think that the building of the barrow preceded the setting up of the peripheral 
timber circle. Roder, however, assumes that the postcircles were erected ' fast immer vor 
der Aufwolbung des HUgels' .  Cf. Pfahl und Menhir, 1 949, p.  7 .  

6 �  For vegetation and climate, see Part I ,  p p .  1 05-22. 
66 Cf. especially the barrow at Poole, Dorset, excavated by H.  J. Case, and already 

mentioned p .  1 52, note 5 1 .  

1 



FINAL CONSIDERATIONS 

Prehistorically the pleasant land of the Eight Beatitudes is one of the 
most important areas of the Netherlands. 

The earliest remains discovered here so far are the flint artifacts excavated 
by Dr A. Bohmers near Wintelre, Municipality of Vessem,  in 1 948 . 1 They 
belong to the Late Palaeolithic Ahrensburg group ,  characterized by tanged points 
(steelspitsen). The Wintelre site is the most important evidence so far discovered 
for this culture in the Netherlands. Meanwhile new discoveries are reported 
from Knegsel (Part I, fig. 2) , and again from Wintelre. For the Late Palaeolithic 
TJonger group, characterized by Grave"tte points, an important site lies near 
Budel, slightly East of the Eight Beatitudes. The more Northerly Drunen site 
also yielded finds of this culture. 2 

Numerous stray finds, generally in blown sand, have long proclaimed the 
presence here of Mesolithic man (Late Tardenoisian). From this period should 
also date the finely worked point (Part I ,  fig. 4) found near tumulus 8 of the 
Toterfout-Halve Mij l  barrow cemetery. 

The next cultural period, the Neolithic, however, is as yet hardly demonstrable, 
though some thirty stray finds of thin-butted flint axes, oval in section, of 
West European type are known from the Eight Beatitudes. Bursch assigned these 
to an imaginary lake dwelling culture.3 I n  our opinion a number of these axes 
might wel l  have been imported for a retarded hunting population stil l living 
at a Mesolithic level of culture in Neolithic times. 

Beaker ware, as described by Dr Marien e.g. in reporting the important site 
at LommeJ,4 just across the Belgian border, is as yet unknown from the Eight 
Beatitudes. The first concrete indication of Neolithic or rather Aeneolithic 
settlement is the yellow-sanded ditched tumulus with beehive-shaped grave 
excavated by Dr Brunsting near Waalwijk,  Municipality of Riethoven,5 where, 
however, slight traces of bronze were observed.  A Late Neolithic dating is 
also fairly certain for our tumuli 2 and 4, the 'LambertsbergJe' ,  which 
palynology 6 showed to be the earliest barrows of the Toterfout-Halve Mijl 
cemetery. The ditched barrow no 4, also of yellow sand, and built on a 
scarcely podsolized old surface, shows that the first barrow-building in the 
Eight Beatitudes took p lace in a period when the first ' lalldnam' by means 
of 'svedjebrand' had probably just taken - place, presumably by a few clans of the 
Beaker culture (14C-date : 3 375 ± 200 years). A number of the barrows men-
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tioned by Panken as consisting of yellowish or reddish sand might also have 
belonged to this time. To the North one has to go as far as Oss 7 and Schaaik8 
to find the first undoubted remains of the Beaker culture : two barrows belong­
ing to a local offshoot of the Veluwe Bell Beaker group.  

As far as our present knowledge goes i t  seems hardly possible that in  the 
Southern parts of North Brabant the Neolithic and Aeneolithic Beaker cultures 
can have been the real <Jncestors of the later Bronze Age population, as was the 
case on the diluvial soils of the central and Northern 1 etherlands. I n  accor­
dance with this view is the total absence, among the 'very numerous timber 
monuments excavated so far, of the Neolithic and Aeneol ithic postcircle 
types 1 and 2 .  The absence of perforated stone battle-axes is also significant. 

In this way it seems likely that the Eight Beatitudes were the hunting 
ground of a nomad population of mainly Mesolithic economy at a time when 
Neolithic cultures were flourishing North of the great rivers, in the central 
and Northern Netherlands. On the high grounds along the upper reaches of the 
small streams, however, new elements seem to have settled in their midst, who 
made inroads on the natural forest by means of 'svediebrand' . Presumably these 
were no more than a few scattered clans of the Beaker culture .  For the direc­
tion from which these settlers arrived we can choose either the North -
offshoot of the Veluwe Beaker culture? - or the South-West - Lommel?  9 
On the East our area must have been difficult of access on account of the Peel 
marshes. 

The simultaneous presence of advanced and retarded cultures is a phenomenon 
observed in all ages, and one that has long been demonstrated for Neolithic times 
in Denmark and Sweden .  

Panken's barrow documentation in the middle of the last century reflected 
the intensity of the Bronze Age settlement of the Eight Beatitudes. His 
fieldwork proved of great value, as landscape changes have caused many 
features to disappear or to become invisible to the eye. Unfortunately we have 
only his published descriptions to go on, without site plans, so that the 
identification of individual tumuli is often onlY' partially possible. At Toterfout­
Halve M ij l  this is no different. According to Beex some 200 tumuli can still 
be plotted on the map. The majority probably dated from the Bronze Age. 
Of these some 60 have at different times been systematically excavated, the 33 
tumuli of the Toterfout-Halve Mij l  cemetery forming by far the largest single 
group. In many cases a barrow, on excavation, turned out to contain more than 
one phase of construction. 

On palynological. grounds it appears that the probably stil l Late Neolithic 
tumuli 2 and 4 at Toterfout-Halve M ij l  were fol lowed by a few monuments 
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belonging to the class of Dutch disc barrows. These continental counterparts 
of the English barrows with enclosing bank - on the Continent usually with 
inner bank - were first reported by Van Giffen after his excavation of some fine 
monuments of this class. 10 First we have tumulus 5 (internal dm. of rd. : 1 6  
metres) o n  the Hijkerveld, Province o f  Drente ( 1 930),11 and then especially 
the fine tumulus I (internal dm. of rd. : 28 metres) on the Rechte Heide near 
Goirle, Province of North Brabant ( 1 935) . 12 Tumulus I (maximum into qm. 
of rd. : C .  33 metres) of the Toterfout-Halve Mijl group ( 1 948) and the 'Zwartell­

berg' ( int. dm. of rd. : C. 40 metres) at Hoogeloon ( 1 950) are new examples. 13 Accor­
ding to 'Waterbolk's palynological analysis the ' two latter monuments are con­
temporaries and would be closely related chronologically to tumulus 1 B ( l4C­
date : 3450 ± 1 00 years) of the Toterfout-Halve Mijl group . The primary grave 
of that very remarkable oo-shaped lay-out (ditch with inner bank) contained a 
cordoned urn of a pottery class that will presently come in for further discussion. 
In our opinion the bronze palstave chisel (fig. 72) - so far the only bronze find 
from a Bronze Age tumulus in the Eight Beatitudes - which Panken dug up in 
1 846 presumably from the primary grave of the 'Zwartenbelg' ,  makes a dating of 
these monuments to an early phase of the Middle B ronze Age (Montelius I I /I I I )  
seem probable. A late and debased variant o f  this type of barrow i s  probably 

. to be seen in tu'mulus 9 of our barrow cemetery. 
In all we now know of seven certain monuments of this type from the Nether­

lands, if  we include the ' Galgenbergje' near Bergeik, investigated by Panken 
in 1 840, but not identified since. Of these no less than five specimens lie in 
the Eight Beatitudes (fig. 65) .  

Recently Dr Marien 14 has drawn attention to two similar barrows in Belgian 
Limburg, published as early as 1 897 by C. Dens. They are isolated barrows. 

One, the ' Tuudsheuvel' (la motte aux morts) near Wijshagen, was composea 
of a central mound (circumference : 33 metres), a flat berm (width : 9 metres), 
a bank (dm. : 28 metres) and an outer ditch. Below the central mound a school­
master had found a p it, 0 .50 deep and some 4 metres wide, containing seven 
cremation-filled urns placed in a semicircle.15 The other, very well preserved 
tumulus, the ' Heksenbelg' (tertre de la Sorciere) near Wijchmaal (dm. : 1 9.00, 
h . : 0.60) was enclosed by a 'veritable vallum' .16 In this case the ringditch lay 
inside the bank . The whole had a circumference of 1 05 metres (i. e. a dm. of C. 35 
metres). On the o ld surface, 2 metres East of the centre, Dens found ' l 'urne 
cineraire' .  At 10 metres North-E"lst of the monument lay another, very small 
tumulus, in which only charcoal was found - according to Dens deriving 
from a pyre. Recently Dr Marien reported a fine, perhaps still fairly intact 
disc barrow (dm. : 44 metres) from Bonlez, in the Belgian province of Brabant . 
From the Netherlands and Belgium together a total of ten barrows with banks 
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are therefore known, the majority concentrated in a relatively small area (fig. 65) , 17 
A very remarkable feature of tumulus 1 U at Toterfout-Halve Mijl  was the 

primary interment, a cordoned, quartz-gritted urn with a cord-impressed che­
Hon pattern on the collar ( l �C-date : 3 +50 ± 1 00 years). Four related cine­
rary urns, but without corded decoration, were found as secondaries dug into 
the slope of the bank. Sherds of an urn in tumulus 9 (primary burial ? )  and 
Cl secondary urn in tumulus I belonged to the same class. This type of urn, 
of " ery gritty texture, and often provided with an applied finger-tipped cordon, 
has been directly related by \'arious authors, from 1 930 onwards, to English 
:;epulchral pottery. 1S 

I n  the Netherlands they must precede the Urnfield invasions, as they are not 
found in the (ringditch) urnfields. On the other hand they must have been 
later than the Early and Middle Bronze Age timber monuments, in  which 
they have been found as secondaries. 

It now appears that, as a general proposition, this view is incorrect. In our 
opinion these secondaries should be seen as debased descendants of a pottery 
class of which the primary in tumulus I B is already a more or less degenerated 
specimen : an offshoot , intrusive in the Netherlands, of the British Overhanging 
Rim urns. Good continental specimens with corded decoration are the fragments . 
of an urn from Hi lversum, Province of North Holland, a number of sherds 
from Wijchen, Province of Gelderland, sherds from De Vuursche, Province 
of Utrecht, and from Baarle-Nassau , Province of North Brabant - all in the 
l\"etherlands - and further fragments of an urn from Marquise, near Bou­
logne, in North-West France. Technically related to the quartz-gritted native 
Bronze Age pottery, they are yet entirely different in function, size and shape 
- especially the rims. The tall vessels represent the first pottery used in the 
l\"etherlands as -.ontainers of cremated bones. Among the descendants of the 
more or less bi-cGnical Hih'ersllm ! (rns we can distinguish three characteristic 
shapes. A. few unequally b i-conical vessels with undecorated collar are strongly 
reminiscent of the outline of the Overhanging Rim urns. Next we have a fairly 
rare bucket shape, and finally t here are the very common urns of a truncated 
pear shape with high fout that might be described as barrel shapes. Both these 
latter forms are generally p rovided with an applied finger-tipped cordon . below 
the rim. Datable associated finds do � lot occur. The bronze palstave chisel (fig. 72) 
from the 'Zwartenbelg' at Hoogeloon - which Waterbolk thinks synchronous 
with turt1uli 1 0 and [ at Toterfou t-Halve Mij l  - does, however, allow us to 
assume an (early) Middle Bronze Age dating (Montelius I l/ I l I )  for the ancestral 
urns of the Hilversum class (c. I S  specimens), while its descendants (some 1 30  
specimens) should mainly date from the Late Bronze Age (Montelius IV). 

lJ ntil 1\0\\' these latter were u:;ually considered as the direct continental pre-
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cursors of the bucket and barrel urns of the English Deverel-Rimbury culture,  
and ·were therefore also styled ' Devere l '  u rns. While, according to English writers, 
the English Deverel-Rimbury group undoubtedly represents an Urnfield culture 
(Late Bronze Age) ,  the Dutch cinerary urns stil l  belong to a Tumulus culture 
(Middle Bronze Age) .  And it is exactly the globular form, regarded in England as one 
of the three characteristic urn forms of the Deverel-Rimbury culture, which is lacking 
here. In the theoretical derivation of the English group from the continental 
Urnfield cultures it was precisely the globular urn to which a most important 
part was assigned. In England, however, the connexion of the globular form with 
the bucket- and barrel-shaped Deverel urns seems far from 
certain . VI,le wish to emphasize here that the globular u rns 
differ strongly not only in shape but also in technique.19 
They have a fairly thin wal l ,  a smooth and shiny slip 
covering, and their paste is tempered only with very fine 
grit. They might well stand entirely outside the Deverel 
group and represent a separate class . 

The name ' Deverel urns' for the continental pre-Urn­
field cinerary urns, it thus appears, is completely mis­
leading.20 As the English origin of these urns was first 
suggested by Van Giffen in 1 930, in his discussion of a 
s·econdary in a Late Neolithic barrow on the ( Groot­
Drakenstein' estate near De Vuursche, Province of Utrecht 
(fig. 57 : I Q) , we propose to designate the local derivatives 
of the intrusive (HilversulII ums' as (Drakensteill urns' . 21 

The points of difference with the English bucket and 
barrel urns make it very unlikely, to our mind, that the 
Deverel-Rimbury culture, if  considered to be intrusive 

Fig. 72 

in England, should have its starting point in the Lower Rhenish region. In  
that case the pre-Urnfield Drakenstein group from the Western Netherlands 
would have returned to the country of its origin under the impact of the Urnfield 
invasions . . . .  In the Netherlands, however, no certain Urnfield influences 
on the Drakenstein group can as yet be demonstrated.  The only thing in common 
between these vessels and those of our early urnfields is that both are cine-
rary urns. 

Finally, the distribution area of the urns of the intrusive Hilversum and 
derived Drakenstein groups is also significant (fig. 65) .  It remained largely confined 
to the Western edge of the diluvium in the central Netherlands, with several 
foci in North Brabant, Western Belgium, '  and perhaps also North-VITest France. 
I t is exactly in these focal points of the Drakenstein distribution that we find 
the ancestral Hilversum urns. 
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A further very remarkable fact is the apparent coincidence of the distribution 
area of the Dutch disc barrows with that of the Hilversum-type pottery. In one 
case - our tumulus I B - the two are actually found together. vVith some other 
features, as for instance the ' ritual pits' in tumulus I ,  these facts strongly point 
to direct relations with Britain. 

The origin of a part of our population in the Middle Bronze Age thus appears 
fairly certain. An invasion from England, c .  1 200 B .C. ,  its results remaining 
noticeable for some three centuries, would seem quite likely. Numerically this 
intrusive group may not have been very strong - at first no more than a few 
scattered clans settling along the North Sea coast. Attention should here be 
given to Waterbolk's remark that the population in question possibly interfered 
with the natural landscape to a far smaller extent than did the Beaker culture, 
and that stock-breeding may have been unknown.22 The newcomers' relations 
with the existing population may wel l  have been peaceable. The secondary cre­
mation burial in a trunk coffin dug in between the central mound and the bank 
of tumulus IB suggests a mixture of cultures already in the course of the Middle 
Bronze Age. 

The most striking feature of the Toterfout-Halve Mij l  cemetery is its un­
common richness in timber circles. No fewer than c. 33 specimens were recorded, 
belonging to postcircle types 3, 5, 6, 7 and 9. 23 Very common is type 3, the circle · 

of widely spaced posts ( I  I specimens), which occurs all over the country. Type 
5, however, the single ring of closely sited posts - a rare type in any case -
occurs once only. A pre-eminently characteristic timber circle for the Eight 
Beatitudes is type 6, the double closely spaced ring of posts (c. 1 2  examples), 
which is fairly rare in the North of the country, but appears to be very common 
in Brabant. To a less extent this also applies for type 7,  the triple ring of closely 
spaced posts (6 examples) .  Type 9, the circle of closely sited stakes is rare 
again (3 examples). 

From our corpus of postcircles of types 3-9 it is clear that in the Netherlands 
the circles of types 3, 5, 6 and 7 mainly date from the Early and Middle Bronze 
Age (periods Montelius Il and I ll ) ,  a few examples surviving into the Late 
Bronze Age (Montelius IV) .  This dating is supported by a - relatively small -
number of associated b ronze objects, mostly from the Early Bronze Age (Montelius 
I l), and further by the stratigraphical position between Late Neolithic Beaker 
barrows and I ron Age urnfields. 

For the Toterfout-Halve Mijl cemetery the small number of pottery finds 
and the few bone pins and ornaments could not afford much assistance in arriving 
at a relative chronology for the monuments. I nstead we had to attempt to build 
up a relative chronology for these generally unfurnished barrows by means of the 
palynological analysis of soil samples.24 



Fig. 73 

• 
4 

* 

* 



Final Considerations 

On vanous grounds, such as the composition of the mound and of the old 
surface, we were i nclined from the beginning to count the barrows with large 
type 3 postcircle (tumuli 5 ,  6 and 7) among the earliest timber monuments 
in our cemetery. Waterbolk's palynological arguments confirmed that these 
barrows are indeed the earliest of the timbered class, and slightly later than 
the Dutch disc barrows I n  and I .  Thus the bronze palstave chisel (fig. 72) from 
the • Zwartenberg' at Hoogeloon provides a terminus post quem in two respects ; 
first because Waterbolk could equate this barrow palynologically with our 
tumulus 1 ,1 and secondly because a secondary postcircle of type 3 had been 
placed in the quickly filled-in ringditch.25 In this way a M iddle and Late Bronze 
Age dating, say periods Montelius I I-IV, becomes fairly p lausible for phases 
2 to c. 1 1 / 1 2  of Waterbolk's proposed relative chronology (figs 73-6 : 2-1 2) .  
The primary burials in  postcircle barrows - cremations in shallow pits -
might also argue for this, and so, more particularly, might the two secondaries 
in trunk coffins in the preceding barrows 1 8  and I .  In any case it would seem 
safe to assign the earliest postcircle monuments at Toterfout-Halve Mijl ,  e.g. 

those in tumuli 5, 6 and 7, to an early phase of the M iddle Bronze Age (figs 
73-4 : 3-5)· The construction of the rest of the cemetery - with the exception 
of the Neolithic tumuli 2 and 4 (fig. 73 : I ) and the I ron Age ringditch urnfield 
(fig. 76 : 1 3 )  - must then fal l  mainly in the Middle and a part of the Late Bronze 
Age, possibly extending as far as Montelius V. In all, this might extend over 
an estimated span of approximately four centuries, in current chronology 
say c. 1 200 - C. 800 B. C. The measurements of radioactive carbon in a charcoal 
sample from tumulus 81 , by Professor Dr Hl. de Vries, gave for its result an age 
of 3055 ± 90 years.26 For the postcircle monuments this would give as an 
approximate central date c. 1 1 00 B .C . ,  well within the period mentioned above. 
The timber circles of the Toterfout-Halve Mij l  cemetery do not therefore 
belong to the earliest monuments of this class in the Netherlands. 

The barrow excavations undertaken at various times in the Eight Beatitudes 
amplify this p icture.27 The circle of widely spaced paired post holes, type 4, 
discovered by W. J. A. Willems ( 1 934) in a barrow on the Hongerensche Heide 
near Hooge Mierde recently obtained a counterpart in a tumulus near Bergeik. 
So far the occurrence of this highly interesting postcircle type - suggesting 
a trixy!on construction - is confined to the Eight Beatitudes. It is a remark­
able fact that it was in both the barrows with this type of timber circle 
that secondaries were found in the form of cremation-filled Drakenstein urns. 
The excavations of Dr W. C. Braat at Knegsel ( 1 934-5) ,  of Dr H. Brunsting at 
Hapert, Hoogeloon and Waalwijk ( 1 950), and of Dr C. C. W. J. Hijszeler at 
Knegsel ( 1 95 1-2), provided further good examples of postcircle types 3 , 5 , 6 and 7 ·  
The respective occurrences of  types 3 ,  4, 5 ,  6, 7 and 9 i n  the Eight Beatitudes 
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are 1 5 , 2 ,  5, c. 2 3 ,  C .  1 2  and 3. The c .  60 timber circles excavated so far in this 
area are thus seen to form an appreciable percentage of the c .  1 79 Bronze Age 
postcircles recorded in the Netherlands. Dating bronzes never came to light 
in the Eight Beatitudes, except for the palstave chisel (fig. 72) from the 'Zwarten­

berg' .  As elsewhere in the Netherlands, these should be very rare as grave 
furniture. For the rest of North Brabant the only dating finds that can be cited 
are a bronze flanged axe (Montelius 11) and a pair of tweezers (fig. 54) ,  both 
from the primary grave of tumulus VI of the cemetery on the Rechte Heide 
near Goirle (postcircle type 7, North Brabant, no 4) . 

The relative chronology based on Waterbolk's palynological analysis further 
brought to light that the 2 kilometre.s long barrow cemetery of Toterfout-Halve 
Mij l  developed from several foci. These foci are very probably situated on a 
prehistoric road 28 (fig. 76) following the high ridge to the North of the low-lying 
marsh with fens and 'wijers' (vivaria) .  The evidence of tumuli arranged in rows 
- nos 5-6-7-8 and 1 3- 14- 1 5- 1 6  - is most suggestive ; the order of construc­
tion, in the first case from East to West, in the second from West to East, may 
have a bearing on the direction of the settlement. 

The earliest tumulus, the ' Lambertsbergje' ,  lay somewhat isolated. It was a barrow of 
yellowish sand on a scarcely podsolized subsoil, with narrow ringditch. For this monument, 
and also for tumulus z, a Neolithic or Aeneolithic date is fairly certain (fig. 73 ' . .\). Then 
followed, at the Eastern extremity, the construction of the Dutch clisc barrows I B and I ,  
both raised from sods' on a well-podsolized old surface (fig. 7 3  : 2). These two barrows 
alone were used repeatedly aftensards for secondary peripheral cremation burials - twice 
in a trunk coffin in an oblong grave pit, five times in a Drakenstein urn.  Probably the 
construction of these monuments fell in an early pha.'\e of the Middle Bronze Age. 

Next came the construction of monuments of the Central and of the Westerly group. 
The Central group began first, but its development also stopped earlier than that of the 
Westerly group . The mounds, which were surrounded by postcircles, were mostly built 
of inverted sods, characteristic of the Bronze Age. The earliest appear to be the largest 
examples of type 3 (tumuli 5,  6 and 7), a type that persisted through a l ong period. Soon 
the multiple ring of closely sited posts appeared by its side, fin;t type 7, then type 6,  and 
these came to dominate the later appearance of the cemetery, while the diameter - and 
in consequence the height - of the mounds tended to diminish. In the oldest and largest 
barrows the occurrence of two not quite concentric timber circles and of a corresponding 
addition to the mound indicated different phases of construction. I n  some cases both 
postcircles were then of the same type (tumuli 5, 1 1 ,  1 7  and 1 9 ) .  As some time - at 
least I S  to 20 years, one may think - elapsed before the raising of the secondary capping 
and the siting of the corresponding new postcircle, continuous traqitions are indicated. 
The eccentricity of the peripheral structures in a two-period barrow normally shows as 
a shift to the NE for the secondary timber circle.29 This is attended by a drift accretion 
on the lee side, caused by prevailing South to South-West winds in Bronze Age days. 

The small, sometimes very carelessly sited circles of types 6 and 7 from the very low 
mounds on the West side of the cemetery - invariably comprising but a single phase 
of construction - represent the most recent timber monuments (figs 74-5 : 7- 1 0).  The 
gradual degeneration of the timber cir�les, as it  were a typological chronometer, is 
strikingly i l lustrated by Waterbolk's synoptic table (Part I ,  p.  1 1 6).  
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At the end of the postcircle period we find the construction of the majority of ditched 
barrows, and thus we reach the final phase of the actual barrow cemetery. These ringditch 
barrows (figs 75-6 : 1 0- [ 2) ,  which in Brabant often occur with secondary cappings 
on postcircle tumul i ,  already constitute a typological transition to the ringditches of the 
later urnfields . 

The same course of events as outlined above is also suggested by the first completely 
investigated Brabant barrow cemetery, the ' V(lfberg' on the Rechte Heide near Goirle, 
which Van Giffen excavated in  [ 93 5 .  Though this comprised only six tumuli ,  and 
though a palynological analysis has not yet been carried out, i t  is likely that we have 
the same succession : imposing disc barrow, then a number of timber monuments, while 
a ditched barrow and a few secondary ringditches on tumuli again represent the final 
phase, at the transition to the ditches of the ringditch urnfields. 

The development of the sub-groups and the local distribution of the Toterfout­
Halve Mij l  barrows suggest that they are the burial monuments of several clans. 
Of these the clan that erected the disc barrows I B and I was certainly of 
British origin. 

Now the foci from which the cemetery developed must have been related in 
some way to settlements, probably differing in place and time. The direction in 
which these should be looked for are very probably indicated by the (b locked) 
entrances in a number of the timber circles.30 I t  is striking that almost inva­
riably - with perhaps an exception in the case of phase I of tumulus 8,  where 
the longitudinal axis of the mortuary house may have been more important -
these point to suitable places for settlement. Several more or less contemporary 
tumuli in the Central and 'Westerly groups with clear entrance blockings gave 
a strong hint of the direction of one of the settlements. The SW-WSW 
direction of two entrances in postcircles of the Central group (tumuli 5 [ [  and 8[ [ ; 
figs 74 : 5 ,  75 : 8) and the NE-ENE dire.ction of a number in the Westerly group 
(tumuli 14 ,  1 5 ,  1 6[ , 1 91 and 1 9[ [ ; figs 74 : 5, 7 ,  75 : 8- 10) converge on a site 
South of the Halfmijls Ven, where no barrows were found.  Perhaps one should look 
here for a settlement dating from the middle phase, Waterbolk's phases 5/6- 1 0, 
of the cemetery (figs 74-5) .  The observed remains of a settlement on the 
' Craate Aard', NE of tumulus 5, might be connected with the NE entrance 
in the primary circle of tumulus I I (fig. 74 : 7). Presumably the settlements 
shifted regularly, one of the reasons being the recurring need for fresh land 
for cultivation. 

Direct and indirect indications of old arable were found in a number of barrows. 
Tumuli 1 2  and 18 stood out at once because the mound did not consist of sods, 
while the floor did not show the usual natural surface structures. They appeared 
to have been built of dirty yellowish grey sand, from and on a stratum of made 
soil .  Though no plough-markings were observed we feel certain that this was 
old arable. This surmise could not, �owever, be fully confirmed by the analysis 
of soil samples from tumulus 1 2  by Dr Jac. van der Spek.31 None the less we 
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Final Considerations 

can thus, with some measure of certainty, locate a section of the old arable. That 
this must have been in use here before the final phase of the cemetery is shown 
by the tumuli lying upon it, but probably also by the rows of closely sited stakes 
found under tumuli 1 4, 2 1  (with very uneven floor) and 20. In our opinion 
these represent the traces of a system of fences. 

Tumuli of yei low sand had already drawn Panken's attention, and he always 
gave them special mention among the groups of barrows investigated by him. 
Where he described the material of a mound as yellowish or reddish we may 
in some cases think of early barrows such as our tumulus +, dating from Neolithic 
or Aeneolithic times. This applies more in particular to a few isolated tumuli. 
Others, however, might have been barrows raised on and from old arable.32 

With the Cerealia pollen found by Waterbolk ( in tumll l i  3 ,  4, 5 1 , 6, 7, 81 ,  8'\ 
9, 1 9 1 1 , 20 and 2 I )  and the weeds attendant on man, tumuli 1 2  and 1 8  and the 
remains of fences suggest that the barrow builders already depended on 
agriculture 33 for part of their livelihood, by the side of the stock-breeding 
suggested by palynology. 

Agriculture of an apparently much later date (advanced I ron Age) is shown 
by the Brabant ridge-type fields, of which the oblong sub-rectangular ditch 
cutting the postcircle of the flattened tumulus 22A is a good example. That 
these were arable plots was first suggested by palynology.34 

The results of Waterbolk's palynological analysis also yielded important 
pointers vvith regard to the climatological environment of the barrow builders. 
Throughout the period in which the barrows were erected a fairly warm and moist 
climate prevailed. The time at which the ringditch urnfield was laid out, however, 
fell in a dry period, reflected in the bogs by the ' Grellzhorizulll ' .  The originally 
rich soil gradually degenerated into barren moorland. 

For the derivation and affinities of the postcircle monuments the Neolithic precursors 
are of the greatest importance . In view of the as yet extremely scarce indications abroad 
for the non-peripheral types I and 2, embedded in a foundation trench, and also for the 
early form of type 3, present knowledge is insufficient to say much about their distribution 
in  vVestern Europe .3s 

These Neolithic types are i nvariably circular features, either intermediate or surrounding 
the grave fairly closely. New possibil it ies for the explanation of these non-peripheral 
structures are offered by the excavations of Sir Cyril Fox in South vVales, the suggestions 
of J. Roder, the tumulus at Poole, Dorset, excavated by H .  J .  Case,36 and tumulus 
8 at Toterfout-Halve M ij l .  Roder started from the numerous examples known to ethno­
logy of  funeral feasts preceding the actual interment. Often the place of  burial is 
not even directly related to the site of the funeral feast (menhirs) .37 \Vhere they 
coincide, however, the structure erected - menhir or wooden stele, ring of posts - may 
have been left to stand as a memory of the funeral feast. If the remains of such a feast 
are now covered by a grave mound, they evidently do not form an integral part of the 
tumulus as such. 

. 

Our non-peripheral Neolithic timber circles may represent the remains of similar 
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lIIommlenla : memorials of the funeral feast that came to lie within the edge after the erection 
of the barrow. The earliest examples are attendant on single graves of the Neolithic Beake"r 
people who began the custom, in this country, of covering the burials with a round barrow. 
These non-peripheral timber structures may represent a Neolithic class of monument 
that did not originally have a sepulchral function, but which the Beaker people adopted 
into the grave cult, and which they subsequently spread .  For an analogous phenomenon 
we may think of the disc barrows in England, where a characteristic part of primary 
Neolithic sanctuaries made its appearance later - in the Bronze Age - as the peripheral 
structure of funeral monuments . Neolithic sanctuaries of large rings of stout posts may still  
be rare, but they are not lacking in the archaeological record . The well-known Woodhenge 
in Wiltshire, England, may count as a standard example of this class of sanctuary. 
The characteristic circle of posts afterwards made its appearance in the burial practice. 
In the Netherlands, timber circles - in the fom) of (small) palisades of closely sited 
posts or stakes in a foundation trench (fig. 45 : types 1 and 2) - were already asso­
ciated with grave mounds in the Neolithic period.38 Originally, it may be presumed, 
they only played a part in the funeral feast, having only an ephemeral character from a 
structural point- of view. The subsequent postcircle types 3-9, mainly dating from the 
Early and Middle B ronze Age, evince a shift of emphasis from the internal to the peripheral 
structure. They were sited at the foot of the barrow, and were in all probability erected 
only after its completion. The magical function of these peripheral circles is, we think, 
expressed particularly by the frequent occurrence of a blocked entrance. 

Clear evidence tor structures of an ephemeral character is  still presenred by Bronze 
Age barrows in B ritain and the Netherlands. The stakecircles that Sir Cyril Fox 
found in turf barrows in South 'ATales are in some cases of an indubitably temporary 
character. They played a part only in the burial practice. An analogous situation was 
discovered by H. J .  Case at Poole,  Dorset . In the Toterfout-Halve Mijl cemetery the 
temporary mortuary houses, the intermediate stakecircle in tumulus 8, " and also the 
small ringditches surrounding the interment in tumulus 1 0, and the ritual pits in 
tumulus 1 are traces that are not structurally integral with the tumulus as such . I t  is 
difficult to explain them otherwise than as marks of magical actions preceding the raising 
of a barrow. The examination, by Dr C. Krumbein, of the osseous remains from cremated 
burials yielded further remarkable data for the burial practice. Multiple cremations are 
far from rare. In several cases the persons for whom such a comprehensive ritual was 
performed may have been women with very young children, and several times they were 
children only. I t  is  thus very probable that in B rabant an elaborate ritual, the construction 

of a barrow, and the magical encirclement of the barrow with rings of posts and the like 
were conditioned by very special circumstances at death .  

The number of  successive acts - partly of  a ritual character 3 9  - to be deduced from 
evidence such as provided by our tumulus 8 (figs 70-1 ) would seem highly important. 
It is our opinion that by the side of the more or less tangible archaeological evidence 
- such as disc barrows, ' ritual pits', cordoned cinerary urns of the Overhanging 
Rim family, cremations in postholes, temporary stakecircles - such a reflection of the 
spiritual background can be useful in tracing connexions between certain areas. 

In a more regional analysis we shall have to look for" the origin of the timber monuments 
in the Eight Beatitudes to the central and Northern Netherlands. As far as can now 
be seen it was there especially that the postcircle tradition flourished in the Early and 
Middle Bronze Age.40 In B rabant we very probably see an offshoot of these central and 
Northern Dutch monuments. The latter would again be illdireclly related to the stone 
peristazules and timber circles of Western EurQpe. 

While Bronze Age barrows without peripheral structures are fairly common elsewhere 
in the Netherlands, in Brabant nearly every tumulus is surrounded by a postcircle or a 
ringditch. This may be an indication of a different spiritual background in the burial 
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practice . The co-existence of the postcircle, in Brabant, with intrusive elements from 
England. might represent the adoption of a certain type of grave structure, and no more. 
The coincidence of these elements in the barrows need not point to an influx of new 
population - with postcircles - from the North .  

The segment of a ringditch urnfield near the Easternmost tumuli of the 
' l 'oterfout-Halve lVIijl cemetery fits entirely within the framework of the Brabant 
urnfields. Only the gaps on the E-SE side of the circular ditches are remarkable 
(fig. 76 : 1 3 ). The' few urns that were found suggested a date in  the advanced 
Iron Age. 

l �  contrast to the rich variation in ringditch shapes in Northern Holland 
- the older types often still have internal timber structures - the Brabant 
urnfields mainly contain simple round and oval ditches. Another not uncom­
mon feature are the oblong sub-rectangular ditches that can be interpreted 
as prehistoric field boundaries. 4 l  

Groups of  penannular ditches with approximately identical orientation of the 
gaps, as at Toterfout-Halve lVIij l ,  were noticed by Remouchamps in the urnfield 
of Uden, and by Bursch in a late urn field at Strijbeek, Province of North Brabant, 
while Appelboom observed this phenomenon ( 1 952) in an urnfield at Nederweert, 
Province of Limburg.42 The causeway gaps in the ditches J?ay be explained 
in the same way as the (blocked) entrances in postcircles. 

During the Iron Age the Eight Beatitudes must have been densely populated, 
as appears from the numerous urnfields discovered there. Beex recorded no less 
than forty. Seven of these have so far been systematically excavated, viz. at 
Valkenswaard ( 1 908),43 Riethoven ( 1 909 & 1 9 1 2),44 two at Knegsel ( 1 934-5, 1 950 
and 1 95 1-2),45 Witreit near Bergeik ( 1 935 ),46 Veldhoven ( 1 948) 47 and Toterfout­
Halve lVIij l  ( 1 950). Panken may have been referring to remains from this period 
when he mentioned cremation-filled urns buried under small mounds.48 Also the 
urns that he often discovered in barrows - especially on their West side - must 
as a rule have been secondaries from the U rnfield period. 'Probably in such 
a case a Bronze Age barrow was sealed beneath one or more ringditch graves 
of a later urnfield laid out on and around tumuli. Fine examples of this 
are the two cemeteries at Knegsel, excavated by Braat and Hijszeler. Though 
at Toterfout-Halve lVIijl such stratigraphy was not present, pollen analysis clearly 
suggests it. 

When the systematic excavation of prehistoric sites i!1 the Netherlands began, 
it happened to be in some of the cemeteries in the Eight Beatitudes that rillgditches 

surrounding urn burials were first noticed.  Or M.  A. Evelein, who observed 
this phenomenon in the Valkenswaard and Riethoven urnfields ( 1 908 and 1 909) 
already mentioned, at once suggested their correct interpretation as traces of 
originally open ditches .49 Holwerda, however, afterwards assumed that they were 
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without doubt dug for walls of wood and branches which surrounded the sacred 
area' of the grave.50 In this general form the idea is certainly wrong. 

An important contribution to our knowledge of the. I ron Age in the area was 
made in 1 948-g when De Laet and Marien carried out excavations in the 
cemetery of Lommel-Kattenbosch, just across the Belgian frontier.51 This was 
a large cemetery, showing successively Hal lstatt and La Tene influences in the 
pottery. Barrows were found not enclosed by ringditches. This argues a diffe­
rence in cultural affinities from the urnfields in the nearby Eight Beatitudes. 
The characteristic La Tene forms represented at Lommel are so scarce in 
the Southern parts of Dutch Brabant - offshoots are found only at Alphen 52 
and Strijbeek,53 in the West - that we can hardly speak of a true La Tene 
group in this country. The Hallstatt tumuli at Lommel-Kattenbosch must 
ultimately be connected with the rich cemeteries of that culture farther South 
in Belgium (e.g. Court-St-Etienne),5� which probably represent the graves of 
a warrior aristocracy. These seem to suggest a society of a feudal type, in strong 
contrast, it would seem, to the North Brabant I ron Age cemeteries with sober urn 
burials beneath small low mounds enclosed by ringditches.55 A single exception 
is the monumental ' Chieftain's Barrow' (dm . : c .  52 metres) at Oss, which may 
have been built for some leader of a small intrusive group of the early fifth 
century B .  c.5G 

The relatively high number of barrows already suggest a relatively intensive 
occupation during the (Middle and Late) Bronze Age. The influx of new people 
as a result of the Urnfield movements must have caused a further increase in the 
I ron Age. A deeper study of the problems raised by the several groups of Urn­
field pottery in North Brabant is, however, outside the scope of this work. 

'*' '*' 
'" 

With the coming of the Roman legions to Northern Gaul , about the middle 
of the first century B. c. ,  came the dawn of history for our part of the world .57 
The approach of Caesar is bound to have alarmed the population of the 
Campi ne, and troops of fighting men must have fallen in battle against the 
conquerors from the South. 

We know that at this time the Campi ne lay mainly within the territory of 
the Celtic tribe of the fIIlellapii. The relatively sparse population of this now 
largely infertile area long, protected by forests, moors, marshes and swamps, 
offered successful resistance to the Romans, especially in 56 B. C. I n the winter 
of that year, however, an enemy appeared from another quarter : two Germanic 
tribes driven from Nassau and Hesse, the Usipetes and Tel/.cteri, occupied the 
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Menapian area on their way to the South. ' At the confluence of Meuse and Rhine' 
they were, however, decisively beaten by Caesar in the spring of 55  B .  C. 

For the next few years the Menapii could sti l l  maintain themselves against 
the Romans, but in 53 B. C. their resistance was finally broken and they had 
to submit to Caesar. Not long afterwards the territory of the lVIenapii began 
to shrink, and their settlements are then mainly to be sought West of the Scheldt. 
The Eastern part of their territory was occupied by tribes of largely Germanic 
origin, and in the Campine we now find the Texandri. 

A quiet period now followed, which lasted some three centuries. The population 
continued in its old seclusion .  Varus' discomfiture in A. D.  9 spelled the end 
of Rome's offensive policy towards Germany, and from A. D. +7 the defensive 
zone along the Rhine, strengthened by a series of castella, formed the Northern 
frontier of the Roman Empire. Behind it the barren Campine lay as an area 
where military activities were hardly if at all in evidence. The infertile hinterland, 
of no economic or strategic significance, did not attract the Romans. A Romaniza­
tion sLlch as took place in the fertile Southern part of Dutch Limburg or in the 
Hesbaye district in  Belgium was out of the question. Roman vil las have not been 
discovered ; the native population lived in hamlets and on scattered farmsteads. 58 
The Roman high roads, . general ly following the rivers, bypassed the Campine. 
No certain trace has even been found of a North-South connexion across 
Brabant, l inking the Romanized areas South of the Campine with the mouth of 
the great rivers, a route favoured by strategical considerations. Perhaps the old 
prehistoric roads across the moors and marshes served that purpo'le in case of 
need. There is indeed the so-called Roman watchtower near V eldhoven, 59 
in  the Eight Beatitudes (Part I ,  fig. 2) ,  but according to De Laet we should 
rather consider this as a statio of beneficiarii. A similar station, with holes of 
heavy posts, though without a V -shaped enclosing ditch, was partially excavated 
by the writer in 1 948 at Alphen, in Western Brabant. These stationes served 
for maintaining order and for keeping the native population under observation. 

While the pax romana lasted, the native population thus continued to lead 
uneventful l ives at the prehistoric cultural level of the pre-Roman I ron Age. 
Only occasionally did the products of Roman civilization find their way in. 
I n  the second century A. D. ,  for instance, traders in Roman pottery found 
a limited market here. Among the sherds of hand-made native ware we find 
an occasional fragment of wheel-made pottery. Among these imports the 
ordinary Roman utility wares predominated - East Gaulish terra sigillata is 
rare. Roman coins, sometimes a hoard hidden in times of trouble, point to trade 
relations and a measure of economic prosperity. The altar with the inscription 
DEA E SANDRA VDIGA E CYLTORES TEiVlPLI, found at Rijsbergen 60 in Western 
North Brabant, betrays Roman influence on the native cult and the use of 
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Latin. An occasional imported clay or bronze figurine of a Roman deity may 

further be mentioned. 

I nscriptions testify that young men from the Campi ne would sometimes 

enlist in  the Roman army . Who shall say whether one of the Texandri who, 
together with the Sunici of the Cohors 11 Nerviorum, dedicated an altar to the 

genius loci at Carrawborough on Hadrian 's  Wall 61 did not hail from the Eight 

Beatitudes ! Thus an occasional continental descendant of the Urn Folk, on his 

way to a Roman frontier station in Northern England, may unwittingly have 

marched past the thousand-year-old barrows of his ancient forbears. Those 

who were granted Roman citizenship on the completion of their service and 

returned to their native soil, will have brought back something of the comfort 

that made life pleasant in Romanized lands. 

Events around the middle of the third century A. D .  put an abrupt end to 

these quiet times, and an age of great changes set in. Under Germanic pressure 

from across the Rhine the effective frontier of the Empire was pushed back 

from that river to the Cologne-Tongres-Bavay-Boulogne road, South of the 

Campine. At the end of the third and the beginning of the fourth century, on 

the occasion of the various campaigns against the Franks, Roman armies must 

repeatedly have traversed the Campine. Chance witnesses to these events are 

. the parade helmet and other accoutrements of a cavalry officer found in the Peel 

bog near Deurne. After 34 1 /2 the Salian Franks were officially permitted to settle 

within the boundaries of the Empire, probably as foederati entrusted with the 

defence of the frontier against new invaders. In all likelihood they were settled 

in the insula Batavoru11l, the Betuwe, and in Ta:xandria to the South . These 

historically transmitted folk movements, however, are only very poorly reflected, 

so far, by the archaeological finds from the Campine.62 

The Merovingian cemeteries (rijengrafvelden) of the late fifth century and 

down to the begin ning of the eighth give us some idea of the mixed culture of the 

centuries , following the Migration period. By the side of Celtic, Gallo-Roman 

and Frankish cultural elements appeared motifs of ornamentation borrowed 

from Scythian art ( ' Tierornamentik') . 
Until recently, cemeteries of this period were almost unknown from the Eight 

Beatitudes, as indeed from North Brabant as a whole.63 I n  1 949 we excavated 

a small cemetery, discovered by Beex on a prominence in the Knegsel Heath 

at the Broekeneind near Hoogeloon (Part I, fig. 2). Besides some 1 6  cremated 

burials in small pits we found at least 26 inhumation burials, nearly all in coffins 

placed in deep oblong grave pits. S ix lay approximately North and South, 

nine South-West and North-East ; the maj ority ( I I ) were oriented more or 

less East and West. Unfortunately many graves had been partially destroyed 
some twenty years before by treasure hunters, who had spoiled or robbed most 
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of the grave goods. The cemetery had belonged to a small , community of the fifth 
to se\'enth century A. D. This discovery was soon ( 1 950) followed by that of a 
rich cemetery at Alphen in Western North Brabant, and the identification, again 
by Beex, of a second cemetery in the Eight Beatitudes, on the Vossenbussel 
between Hoogeloon and Casteren (Part I, fig. 2) . �· 

Thus we end our archaeological record of the Eight Beatitudes, after some 
ten mi l lennia, on the threshold of the Middle Ages. 

'*' '*' 
'*' 

The excavations In the Eight Beatitudes, here described, illustrate part of a 
continuous cultural development in a restricted area. 

A large amount of structural evidence was recorded. Palynologica l analysis 
gave an insight into the floristic and climatological environment of man, 
besides providing a means to obtain some idea of the relative chronology of 
the monuments. One of the latest scientific methods afforded several datings 
in current chronology. The observation of burial practices - especially when 
viewed in the light of the osteological examination of the cremated burials -
provided some suggestions as to the spiritual background of the barrow builders. 

In a country like �urs, where in certain periods datable grave furniture 
occurs only rarely with the interments, it is by great perseverance alone that one 
can study a gradual cultural development with its occasional overlappings by new 
elements. Only the most exhaustive examination of well-defined and relatively 
small areas can lead at last to the elucidation of the course of prehistory. I n  this 
way regional features in the cultural development will also stand out more clearly, 
making it possib le to distinguish them from phenomena of wider scope. In this 
way, also, we shall run fewer risks in working out the history of the vegetation, 
especially the changes caused by man - disforestation, 'landnam' ,  agriculture, 
expansion of the moors, etc. - as palynological data do not, after all, allow of 
close comparisons for more than relatively small areas. 

It is this method which Van Giffen formulated as the drawing up of a cultural 
diagram for a single region ( ' cultureel sl'reekdiagram') . 65 The long-term series of 
systematic excavations in the Province of Drente - especially the Municipality 
of Vries - bears an eloquent testimony to this. Appearance and disappearance 
of certain cultural phenomena, the persistence of older substrates, cultural over­
lappings, fusion and interplay could thus be followed, even witholtt stratigraphical 

points of contact, and even if the material remains were dishearteningly poor. 
The excavations here described of the large barrow cemetery of Toterfout­

Halve Mij l ,  investigated as completely as was possible by modern methods, 
should be regarded as a contribution to a cultural diagram of the Eight Beatitudes, 
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At the end of the excavations a number of barrow.> were replaced, and the 
majority also restored.66 Two barrows are once again enclosed by a bank and 
ditch, nine once again have a ring of stout posts rising up at the foot of the mound, 
and two are once again encircled by a slowly silting ringditch. These restorations 
constitute an attempt to preserve in the future Brabant landscape the memory 
of a class of B1'01lze Age monuments which, though bl'onzeless, were aere perel1l1iora . 

1 Gedellkboek Vall Gljfell, 1 947, pp.  1 78-80, PI .  3 2 : 1 0-3 , 1 6-20. 
2 Ibid. , 1 947, p .  1 87 .  
3 BH I I I ,  1 95 1 ,  pp .  74-8 1 ; cf. also W. H .  K a m ,  BH I l l ,  1 95 1 ,  pp.  1 08-1 5 .  
� Bulletin des . lvII/sees Royal/.\" d'Art et d'Histoire 1 9, 4me serie, nos 4-6, 1 948, pp.  

1 6-48 ; Oud-Belgie, 1 95 2 ,  pp.  1 27-7 5 ,  especially pp .  1 40-50. 
b See sub postcircle type 6, North Brabant, nos 1 9-2 1 .  
6 For the palynological analysis see Part � ,  pp. 1 05-22. 
, Bursch, OM Leidell , NR XVI I I ,  1 937 ,  p .  I ,  see also sub postcircle type 7 ,  North 

Brabant, no 3. - But cf. \'Vi llems, UmC 1lve/den, 1 93 5 ,  p. 1 02 (stray Beaker sherds,  Best� . 
" Van G iffen, BH I ,  1 949, pp.  67-74. See also BH I ,  1 949, pp. 1 40-1 . 
9 But cf .. Part I ,  p. 1 00 ,  where it is suggested on the strength of pottery sherds and 

fragments of polished flint axes that the Seine-Oise- Marne culture might be concerned. 
1 0 I n 1 93 5 ; see NDV 1 93 5 ,  pp.  98- 1 02 ,  and also PPS IV, 1 93 � ,  pp.  258-7 1 .  
1 1  NDV 1 93 5 ,  p .  1 02 ;  PPS 1 938 ,  pp. 259-62 .  
1 2 Brab. Oergesch . ,  1 937 ,  pp .  8-22 ; PPS 1 93 8 ,  pp.  25 8-64. 
13 Tumulus 5 on the H ij k e r v e l  d, with type 3 postcircle ( D rente, no 2) between 

bank and mound,  is  the only unambiguous example that we know from Drente. Van 
Giffen is  of the opinion that tumulus 1 8  of this barrow cemetery, also with postcircle 
(type 5, Drente, no I ) ,  and further the primary mound of tumulus 2 near B a I I 0 0  
(see postcircle type 3 ,  D rente, n o  I I ) ,  a three-period barrow, can also b e  linked u p  with 
the class of disc barrows.  On an example that Bursch claimed to have d iscovered ( 1 942) at 
E m m e n, Province of D rente, we have no further evidence. See Vers/ag va I dell Directellr 
vall het RljkslllllseulIl van Oudheden te Leidell over het jaar 1 942 ( 1 943) ,  p. 5 .  

H A rche% gie 1 947 , 2 ,  pp.  3 5 8-9 ; Oud-Be/gie, 1 952 ,  p .  208, figs 1 93-4. Marien (Oud­
Be/gie, 1 952 ,  fig. 1 84 :  1 4-1 5 ,  p. 2 1 0) reported three further Belgian examples, two from 
Hennuy&res, H ainaut, and one from Rixensart, Brabant. For the barrow of Bonlez, see 
Marien, A rche% gie 1 948, p. 1 3 1 ,  Olld-Be/gie, 1 95 2 ,  p. 2 1 0. 

15 C. Dens, A IlIl. SA B X I , 1 897, pp. 243-4, PI .  V I I .  Dens d rew the following 
conclusions : ' C'etait donc une sepulturc commune elevee peut-etre a la  suite d'un combat. 
Quoi qu' i l  en soit, i l  aurait ete impossible, 11 cette profondeur et dans un espace aussi 
restreint, d 'enfouir tous ces vases successivement et avec symetrie . '  - It is  to be regretted 
that the urns found were not described or reproduced .  It is  possible that these \\'ere 
' Drakenstein' urns (secondaries).  Dens (Ami. SAB X I ,  1 897,  p. 244) remarked that part 
of the urns excavated by him from barrows in the Limburg Campi ne ( Belgium) \\'ere 
' . . . .  d 'une argi le rougeatre, tres grossiere, meJangee dc fragments de quartz ; . . .  . '  No 
descriptions of the individual finds from the tumuli were given. See also p. 1 3 1 ,  note 87.  

I" Alltl . SAB X l ,  1 897, p .  244 , P I .  V I I I . 
17 Van Giffen also d rew attention to a few comparable continental monuments in  

\'Vestern Germany, v iz .  tumuli in the vici nity of  B 0 c h 0 I t (near the border between 
the Netherlands and Westphalia), at H i.i 1 s t  e n (tumulus I V) - cf. , however, our remarks 
on p. 8 1 ,  and also Rader, BOllll. Jahrb. 1 48,  1 948, p. 1 1 3  - and on the vV a h n e r H e  i d  e 
near Cologne, and finally on the ' Salel/steill' near T h u r g a u in Switzerland . .  "1 D C '  
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1 93 5 ,  pp. 99-1 00 ; PPS 1 938 ,  pp. 265-6 ; Drente, 2nd ed . ,  1 944, pp. 48 1 -3 .  Cf., however, 
the remarks by J .  RodeI', B01l1l . Jahrb. 1 48,  1 948, pp. 1 1 3-4. We do not think that the 
Neoli thic tumulus I of W a l l  e n d  0 r f, Kreis Merseburg, described by F. Benesch, 
could be classed as a disc barrow ; cf. Delltsche Vorz. 1 6 , 1 940, pp. 245-6 .  

1 8  Cf. the chapter o n  the D utch cordoned cinerary urns of the Middle and Late 
Rronze Age, pp. 89- 1 3 7  above . 

19 We saw and handled this category on a visit to the B ritish Museum in March 
[ 9 52 ,  for which we have - to thank Mr J. W.  Brailsford, Assistant-Keeper i n  the 
Department of British and Medieval Antiquities! Sub-department of Prehistory & 
Roman Britain. 

20 The same conclusion was reached on other grounds by 'vV. Kersten, B0l111 . 
.')ahrb. 1 48 ,  1 948, pp .  26-9. Cf. supra, p. 1 [ 6. 

2 1  In view of the distribution area, Doppelfeld's name ' Utrechter Typus' could 
not be retained either. 

:!2 See Part I, p. 1 [ 8 ,  
. 3  See supra , 'Barraws surrounded by Rings of Posts' ,  pp.  1 6-7 5 .  
24 See ' Palynolof(ical investigation of the OQ1TOW cemetery bet��ee1l Toterfout and Halve 

i'Vlijl' , by H. Tj . Waterbolk, Part I ,  pp.  1 05-22 .  
2 5  This ring of widely spaced posts (dm. : c .  40 metres) i s  the largest of this type i n  

the Netherlands. 
26 I t  i s  to b e  regretted that i t  has not been possible t o  await the results o f  the Carbon 

14 measurements for a number of samples (Part I, pp. 1 29-30 : nos 42, 64 and 87, from 
tumuli 5 ,  I S  and 4 respectively) submitted in 1 95 1  to Professor W. F .  Libby, I nstitute for 
Nuclear Studies and Department of Chemistry, University of Chicago. 

27 For the - timber monuments mentioned below see sub postcircle types 3-9 . 
• 8 The ' V/jjberg' group on the Rechte Heide near Goirle and some of the barrow groups 

described by Panken are good examples of series of barrows probably laid out along prehistoric 
ways. The Veluwe and Drente can also show numerous examples . Cf. further H .  Hinz, 
Hiigelgrabwege an der Westkiiste Schleswigs, Archaeologia Geographica, Jhrg I ,  Heft 4, 
Nov. 1 950, pp. 5 2-4. 

29 Particularly clear in tumuli 5, 8, 17 and 22 .  
30 See ' The Burial Ritual', pp.  1 3 8-64. 
31 See pp. 1 2 2-5 . For the demonstrable degeneration of the soil cf. also Waterbolk, 

Part I, pp. 1 1 7-2 1 .  
32 Another possibility would be that it  had been necessary to use yellow sand from 

the subsoil in raisirig the barrow, a large area having already been denuded of sods for 
the recent construction of other nearby barrows. For a tumulus of some 1 6  metres i n  
diameter and a height of  some 1 . 50 metres, having an approximate content of 200 cubic 
metres, i t  is necessary to strip about half an acre i f  the sod thickness is set at 10 centimetres. 
That sod-cutting was normally begun at the immediate foot of the future barrow is proved 
by tumulus I ,  where hardly any podsolized old surface was to be observed under the 
bank. Cf. also Part I ,  p .  1 3 1 ,  note I .  

33 For a review of the available data on prehistoric agriculture i n  the Netherlands 
see Van G iffen, West-Fries/and XV I I ,  1 944, pp. 1 ] 1 sqq. and also our corpus of 
postcircle types 3-9. 

34 Not 'sanctuaries ' ,  as Holwerda thought. Cf. OM Leiden, NR V I ,  1 925 ,  pp.  80-94. 
35 Cf. supra, pp. 76-88 .  
3 6  The excavation of two round barrows a t  Poo/e, Dorset, PPS XVI I I ,  1 952 ,  pp. 1 48-5 9 .  
37 See J .  Roder, Pfaht und lvlellhir, 1 949, passim, and especially p .  72.  Wherever 

in the present work a hypothetical ' inhumation burial  at ground level ( ?) '  is suggested 
there is always the possibility that the baFrow was actually a cenotaph. 

38 Occurring side by side, therefore, with the beehive-shaped graves. Savory (Arch 
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Call/br. 1 948,  p. 84) is thinking of the creation of a ne\\' tradition ' i n  which the 
central i dea is  not a " house of the dead" for one person but a sacred precinct, a " God's 
acre" in which a family or clan participated, and in which the "single-grave" and 
megalithic traditions of the two strains in the local population were finally reconciled ' .  

3 9  The ritual acts and  structures so far observed i n  Dutch Bronze Age barro\\'s 
have been reviewed on pp .  1 3 8-64 . 

40 This exceptional flourishing in the Brabant hinterland might, however, also be ex­. 
plained as the survival of a cultural phenomenon in a backwater. In secluded areas certain 
phenomena will normally persist much longer than in regions where the influence of 
the cultural centres is immediately felt .  

4 1  See Part I ,  pp .  1 1 4- 5 ,  1 1 9 .  
4 2  A .  E .  Remouchamps , OM Leidell, NR V, 1 924,  pp .  69-76 (c f. especially f ig .  4 :  

1 0, 4 phh . ,  placed i n  a rectangl e ,  in the entrance gap) and F .  C .  Bursch, OJ\1 Leidell, 
NR XXI I I ,  1 942,  p .  59 (Uden) ; F. C. Bursch , OM Leidell, NR XVI I I ,  1 937 ,  pp. 4-5 , 
NR XXI i I ,if I 942, p .  56 (Strijbeek) ; Van Giffen.  BH I ,  1 949, fig. I (Schaaik) ; Th. G .  
Appelboom, PSSAIN I l l ,  3 ,  1 95 2 ,  pp.  45-8 (Nederweert). 

43 M. A.  Evele in ,  OM Leiden OR 1 1 1 ,  1 909, pp. 8 1 -7 . 
44 M .  A. Evelein ,  OJ\1 Leidell , OR IV, 1 9 1 0, pp.  3 1 -42 ,  and J .  H .  Holwerda, OM 

Leidell ,  OR V I I ,  1 9 1 3 ,  pp.  9 1 -8. 
4 5  W. C .  Braat,  OM Leidell, NR XVI I ,  1 93 6 ,  pp .  3 8-46 (cf. sub postcircle type 5 ,  

North Braba.nt,  n o  I ,  type 6 ,  North Brabant, nos 1 5-7, type 7 ,  North Brabant, nos 1 -2) ; 
C. C .  \\T . J .  H ijszeler, PSSAIN I l l ,  2 ,  1 95 2 ,  pp.  26-7 (cf. postcircle type 3 ,  North 
Brabant, nos 1 7-8, type 5 ,  North Brabant, no 7, type 6 ,  North Br.abant,  nos 22-4, type 
7, North Brabant, nos 1 3-5 ) .  

4 6  Van Giffen,  Brab. Oergesch . ,  1 937,  p p .  47-53 .  
4 7  Cf. Part I ,  pp.  9- 10 ,  Group V I .  For other ringditch .urnfields from Brabant see 

A. E. Remouchamps, OM Leidell, NR V, 1 924, pp. 69-76 (Uden) ; NR V I I ,  1 926,  pp.  
xcii-cix (Goirle) ; Vvillems, Urnenveldell, 1 93 5 ,  pp.  93- 1 20 (Best) , and for a general 
discussion F. C. Bursch, OM Leidl'lI, NR XXI I I ,  1 942,  pp. 48-77 .  

·18 See Part I ,  pp .  8-1  I .  
49 At Valkenswaard Evelein seems , however, to have excavated ridge-type fields con ­

taining (secondary ?) interments, and lacking U rnfield ringditches proper. 
50 0]1.1 Leiden , NR V I I ,  1 926,  p .  cxv (Putten, Province of Gelderland). Cf. also 

V I ,  1 92 5 ,  pp .  83-6. 
51 S .  J. de Laet & M. E.  Marien , AliI .  Class. X I X ,  1 950,  pp.  309-63 . 

52 P. Cuypers, ATB J\T ,  ] 844, pp.  ] 8 ] -94. 
53 F. C. Bursch, OM Leidell, NR XVI I I ,  1 937 ,  pp. 4-5 . and NR XXI I I ,  1 942,  p .  56 .  
5 4  A. de Loe,  Belgique A llciel1l1e 1 1 ,  1 93 1 ,  pp.  1 63-8. 
55 S. J. de Laet & M. E.  Marien, ,111 1 .  Class . XIX, 1 950, pp. 3 5 5-6 ; ]\, 1 .  E .  iVIarien, 

Halldelillgell Genl ,  N R  V ,  1 95 1 ,  p .  2 2 3 .  
5 6  J .  H .  Holwerda, A ltsch/esiell 5 ,  1 934. pp.  1 94-7 ; OIU Leidell, NR X \ ' ,  1 934,  

pp. 3 9-5 3 ; F. C.  Bursch, OJ\1 Leidell, N R  XXI I I , 1 942,  pp.  53 ,  74 ; M .  E .  Marien , Oud­
Beigie, 1 95 2 ,  pp .  303-4 .  

5 7  For this period cf. especially S.  J .  de Laet, D e  Kel1lpell ill de Romeillse e n  ill de 
vroeg-Merovillgische tUd, BH 1 1 ,  1 950, pp.  29-3 8 .  

5 8  A native house, dating from the 2 nd century A .  D . ,  was excavated b y  J .  \Villems 
( 1 938)  at ' de Ba I'tjes , near Alphen in \\Testern North Brabant. The rectangular ground 
plan measured some 14 by 7 .50  metres. Immediately to the \1.,1 of it was a rectangular 
configuration of 6 postholes, probably a granary. Cf. W. J. C. Binck, Oll/zwl'l'villgell ill 
de Alphellsche praehislorie, 's-Hertogenbosch, 1 945, pp. 54-6. 

59 Probably in two peri ods, the first about the end of the first century and the 
beginning of the second, the other about the end of the second and the beginning 
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of the third .  Cf. OkI Leidell, OR I V ,  1 9 10 ,  pp. 43-8, NR X I I ,  1 93 1 ,  pp.  2 1 -5 .  
60 See A .  VV. Byvanck, E.\·cerpta ROil/ana, De bronllell del' Romei11sche geschiedellis 

l'all Nederlalld I I ,  Rljks Ceschiedkllndige Pllb/icatien 8 1 ,  1 93 5 ,  no 93 , pp.  99- 1 00 (with 
l i terature) .  - The large tufa structural fragment with rectangular mortise found 
together with other Roman remains (e.g. pottery of the second century A .  D . )  at the 
flattening of the ' Kabolltersberg' at Hoogeloon, may perhaps have come from a similar 
�anctuary. Holwerda & Smit. Cat.  1 9 1 7 ,  p .  27 ; Beex, BH I ,  1 949, pp.  1 4-6. - For 
Roman remains from the Eight Beatitudes see also Holwerda & Smit, Cat. 1 9 1 7, e.g. 
pp. 26-7 ( Hapert), and A. W. Byvanck, E.\·cerpta Romalla I l l , RCP 89 ( 1 947). pp. 82-5 , 

61 Genio hu[ilus loci Texand(ri) et Sunic(i ) ,  vex(illatio) Cohor(tis) 1 1  Nerviorum. 
See A .  \V. Byvanck, E.\'('erpla ROil/alia 1 1 ,  1 93 5 ,  no 1 260, p .  488. 

62 J. Dhondt, S .  J. de Laet & P. Hombert, QlIelqlles collsideratiolls sur la fill de la 
dOlllillntioll rOlllaille et les debuts de la l'olollisatioll frallque ell Belgiqlle, A11t.  Class. XVI I ,  
1 948, pp.  1 3 3-56,  especially pp. 1 5 2-4. 

63 Only a few finds from vVesterhoven were recorded. See Verslag 'Vall den Directeur 
1'(11/ het Rijksll/llsellnl 7.:all Olldhedell te Leiden over het jaay I928, p. 1 1 . 

6� BH I I ,  1 950, p. 86 . 
65 Cedenhboek Vall Clffell , 1 947, pp. 504-5 ,  529 .  See also NDV 1 93 5 ,  pp. 70-4, 

for a discussion of the methods generally followed in former days in describing large 
cemeteries. In the absence of structural evidence it was usual to rely only on the typology 
of the finds. Al l  kinds of heterogeneous phenomena reflected, as a rule, only by markings 
in the soil ,  went unnoticed. The disproportion between the number of portable finds 
- poor at that - for different periods (Bronze Age - I ron Age) led to wholly erroneous 
views (e.!{. complete rejection of the three period-system, and absence of a Bronze Age in the 
· Netherlands) .  It was particularly the occurrence, apparently out of context, of large 
cultural movements in border and hinterlands during the I ron Age that led to those 
acrimonious and useless polemics that seem such a special feature of the older l i terature. 
A notorious instance is the controversy between Holwerda and Rademacher, for which 
see vVi l lems, Umf'lI7:eldell, 1 93 5 ,  pp.  80 sqq. (with l i terature). 

66 See ' The Restoratiolls ' ,  Part I .  pp. 1 3 1 -4. 
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