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P r e v e n t i n g  f a m i l y  v i o l e n c e

Browne, K. & Herbert, M.
1997, Chichester: John W ile y  & Sons. 

365p. ISBN  0 471 92771 6

In P r e v e n t i n g  f a m i l y  v io l e n c e  various manifestations 

and aspccts ol violence in families are discusscd: 

spouse m altreatm ent, child ahuse and neglect, sib- 

ling m altreatm ent, parent m altreatm ent, elder 

abuse and neglect, and intergenerational transm is- 

sion of violence. Further, in m ost chapters, atten- 

tion is devoted to issues of screening, earlv 

intervention in high-risk fam ilies, and primarv 

prevention.

Throughout the book recom m endations are 

given for policym akers concerning prediction and 

prevention. The costs that ignoring recom m enda

tions based on research would product' for societv 

are discusscd in the last chapter, together with 

approaches for testing the cffectiveness o f screen 

ing and prevention program s. P r e v e n t i n g  f a m i l y  v i o 

le n c e  is a very readahle book and a 

w ell-docum entcd introduction to the held for 

rcscarchers as vvcll as for practitioners.

^ --------------------------------------

T h e  b a t t e r e d  c h i ld  (5th edition) 
Heffer, M. £., Kempe, R. S. & R. D. 

Krugmon (Eds.)
1997, Chicago: The University of 

Chicago Press.
672p. ISBN  0 226 32627 6

The fifth edition o f K em pe’ s seminal w ork on 

child ahuse T h e  b a t t e r e d  c h i l d  has been cxtensivelv 

revised and renew ed. The editors claim that it is 

ahout 40  percent larger than its predecessor. Con- 

taining contrihutions o f all relevant aspects in the 

field of child m altreatm ent, the book is a Standard 

w ork for all practitioners, rcscarchers and policv- 

m akers dcaling with the problem .

In the first part child m altreatm ent is related to 

som e im portant human contexts : historv, cul

ture, socioeconom ic lifo, law and psvchodvnamic 

factors. Taking into account these various con 

texts, child m altreatm ent has to bc considered as a 

changeablc human construct rather than as a fixed 

rcalitv. Know ledge o f the contextual pcrspcctives 

may help people to copc with their own daily con

text and with the em otions child m altreatm ent 

raiscs in contcm porarv societv.

Part tw o deals with the asscssm ent o f  child abuse. 

It covers the main part o f  the book (14  contribu- 

tions). D iagnostic issues related to all form s o f 

m altreatm ent (phvsical abuse, neglect, sexual 

abuse and psychological m altreatm ent) are dis- 

cussed. Three contrihutions focus on general 

aspects of asscssm ent: com munication betw een 

fam ilies and physicians, asscssm ent o f child abuse 

by Child Protective Services, and familv asscss

m ent. In the next contrihutions attention is given 

to the assessm ent o f specific form s o f m altreat

m ent. D etailed information is providcd on the 

pathologv and medical evaluation o f phvsical 

abuse as well as on the examination o f  the sexually
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abused child. Further topics include child neglect, 

failure to thrive, psvchological m altreatm ent, 

M unchauscn Svndrom e bv Proxv, and unusual 

form s o f abuse, tor instance tood tadism , child 

labor and child pornographv.

The third part contains contributions on the inter- 

vention and treatm ent ot child m altreatm ent. I ra- 

ditionallv, interventions are conducted either bv 

the judicial svstem  (police, court) or bv p rofes

sional disciplines (phvsieians, therapists). An inle- 

grative approach to individual cases ot child 

m altreatm ent is not yet possible, since know ledge 

on the etiologv and the long term  outcom es ot 

interventions is still verv lim ited. Furtherm ore, it 

is verv difficult to generalize recom m endations 

about approaches since both the judicial and the 

health svstem  mav difter greatlv am ong countries. 

The alternative approach oftered by the Confiden- 

tial D octor C enters in Belgium and the Nether- 

lands seem s prom ising, hut as the editors eontend, 

com parativc empirical data are necessarv to con 

ti rm this intuition.

The final part of the book deals with prevention. 

The length of this part sharplv contrasts that ot the 

other parts (tour contributions). The editors 

admit that too  little attention is given to strategies 

tor prim arv and secondary prevention. This does 

not mean that prevention is neglected nor that it 

d oesn ’ t w ork. Instcad, the different contributors 

stress the necessitv to w ork out prevention p ro 

gram s and interventions in the domain ot neglect, 

physical abuse and sexual abuse. They show that at 

least som e program s provide som e positive out

com es in som e contexts and conelude with a note 

of optim ism  tbr the tuture.

It is not easy to make an evaluation ot a clas

sic on child m altreatm ent that is considered by 

som e as the ‘ B ib le’ (see cover ot the current edi- 

tion). A book like this is overw helm ing { 30 con tri

butions!), although its clear structure and layout

help to find the forest betw een the trees. It is 

com prehensive, dealing with all tonus ot m al

treatm ent, with issues ol assessm ent, treatm ent, 

prevention and eontextual elem ents. Most con tri

butions are ot high scienlitic c|ualitv. Indeed, l 'h c  

b a t t c r c J  c h i l d  rem ains a Standard work tor different 

groups o f professionals. N evertheless, we noted 

som e shortcom ings and lim itations that mav be 

informative for future readers.

At First, it is useful to know that the book is 

mainlv intended tor clinicians (phvsieians, thera

pists), rather than for researchers (in contrast to a 

recent handbook edited bv L ut/ker, 1998). More- 

over, the medical perspectiw  takes a prominent 

place, particularlv in the contributions on asscss- 

ment which otter ample illustrations ot the m edi

cal and physical secjuclae ot child phvsical and 

sexual abuse, concrete guidelines tor phvsieians 

conducting the exam inalions and attention for the 

diagnostic speciticitv ol medical svm ptom atologv 

and issues o f differential diagnosis. Relatively less 

attention is given to the diagnosis of psvchological 

sequelae nor to psvchosocial traum a, except in the 

chapter on psvchological m altreatm ent and 

throughout the discussions on the intergenera- 

tional transm ission ot abuse. Ibis makes that the 

book will probablv be m ore usetul tor phvsieians 

and medical professionals (e .g . nurses) than lor 

therapists or social w orkers.

Second, a few topics are somewhat under- 

represented, it not com pletelv absent. In particu- 

lar, we expected m ore contributions on the 

screening and prediction ot child abuse in relation 

to diagnostic ( ‘ risk assessm en t’ ), ethical and pre- 

ventative issues. Throughout the book a lot ot iso- 

lated information on risk factors ot child abuse is 

given. No integrative sum m arv, including an 

overview ot existing screening procedures, is pre- 

sented, however. This would have been interest- 

ing for researchers as well as tor policvm akcrs in 

order to develop screening procedures and to plan 

luture preventive eftorts.
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Literature
Lutzker, J. R. (Ed .) (1 998). I l a a d b a a k  o j  c h i l d  a b u s e  

r e s e a r c h  a n d  { r e a t m e n i .  N ew  York: Plenum 

Press.

^--------------------------------------V
H a n d b o o k  o f  c h i ld  a b u s e  r e s e a r c h  

a n d  t r e a t m e n t
j. R. Lutzker (Ed.)

1998, N ew  York: Plenum Press. 
596p. ISBN  0 306 45659 I

This eomprehensive handbook deals with research 

and treatm ent issues ot child m altreatm ent. lts 

main aims are to give state-of-the-art review s of 

current know ledge of etiologv and o f wavs to 

treat, minimize and prevent harm done to children 

bv adults. These aims are not easv to realize, due 

to the great number o f empirical studies on c hild 

maltreatment that has been produced during the 

last three decades and to the com plex and multide- 

term ined nature oi the phenomenon. Indeed, child 

maltreatment is assocïated with manv other issues, 

for instance familv and interpersonal violence, 

traumatic d isorder, stress, parenting, antisocial 

behavior, delinquencv, atlachm ent, intergenera- 

tionai transm ission, and so lorth. Besides, there 

are assessm enl, cultural and ethical issues. The 

editor successfullv integrated m ost o f these issues 

in this handbook bv olfering outstanding review 

chaplers and concrete illustrations o f treatm ent 

and prevenlion program s.

The book contains six parts. Part one consists of 

three chapters, one on etiological theories in 

intraiamilial c hild m altreatm ent, one on legal per- 

speclives, and one on the empirical assessm ent of 

parenting adequaev. Together, these chapters 

make up a w cll-docum ented overview , introduc- 

ing the m ajor challenges and controversies in this

area. Part tw o deals with assessm ent and research 

issues. A ssessm ent issues in child abuse evalua- 

tions and m ethodological problem s in child m al

treatm ent research are addressed, as well as 

m ethods to im plem ent and evaluate intervontion 

program s. O ne ehapter focuses on the opportuni- 

ties for integrating research and treatm ent. Part 

three consists ol 11 c hapters, all addressing treat

ment aspects. A num ber o f program s are dis- 

cussed throughout this part. The heterogeneitv o f 

the program s that are presented is im pressing and 

points to the wide scope o f  child m altreatm ent 

and to the manifold wavs to offer help to high-risk 

families or individuals. Discussions are targeted on 

different risk groups (e .g . adolescent m others, 

parents with intellectual disabilities, underpriv- 

iliged parents, m altreated youngsters), as well as 

on dilferent approaches (e .g . com m unitv-based, 

in-home) and m odels (e .g . ecobehavioral, holis- 

tic). Child sexual abuse is focused in part four. 

O ne ehapter provides a general overview o f 

assessm ent, research and treatm ent issues, where- 

as in another ehapter the usefulness, feasibilitv, 

and outcom es o f sc hool-based child sexual abuse 

prevention program s are questioned. In part five, 

ethical issues related to child m altreatm ent are 

addressed. The first ehapter in this part diseusses 

som e aspeets and im plications from earlv eduea- 

tional interventions in impoverished families. The 

second ehapter provides guidelines about ethical 

deeision-making whieh mav be helpful for profes

sionals and poiicym akers. Finallv, in part six, the 

editor tries to outline the evolution o f child m al

treatm ent research in the twentv-first eenturv. At 

first, he sum m arizes the presented review s bv 

stressing the laudable job researchers in this area 

have perform ed during the last decades.

Reading in this handbook, researchers, clinical 

practitioners and students may find convincing 

evidence for the ed itor’ s statem ent that child 

abuse definitively entered the field o f (basic)
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research. This conclusion brings ncvv hope tor 

professionals and policym akers, since organi/.ing 

preventative efforts to decrcase rates ol child mal- 

treatm ent, based on (controlled) empirical stud

ies, will be m ore econom ie and allow a m ore 

rationa! division o f resources than organi/ing 

uncontrolled prevention cam paigns, based only 

on em otional grounds.

^ -------------------------- r
C o m m u n i t y  h e a l t h ,  c o m m u n i t y  

c a r e ,  c o m m u n i t y  s u p p o r t
Proceedings of the invitational confer
ence on innovative childhood care and 

developm ent support programs 
Hanrahan, M. & B. Prinsen 

1997, U trech t: Netherlands Institute of 
care and welfare, M IM -cooperative.

I 65p.

Earlv support program s for parents and their 

voung children are Capital in this book. It are the 

proceedings ot an international conterencc on ear- 

Iv childhood care and developm ent support p ro 

gram s held in A m sterdam  in 1996. Several 

researchcrs as w cll as professional w orkers submit 

their know ledge and experience. Hanrahan and 

Prinsen intend this book to give a survey o f the 

state o f  the art concerning program s o f earlv su p 

port in Ireland, the United K ingdom , the United 

States and the Netherlands and in doing so thev 

hope this book may help tow ards the developm ent 

o f a dynamic Europcan m odel of care, targeted at 

and enhancing services for parents and children in 

need.

The program s that are discussed throughout the 

book, are targeted at parents with children from  0 

till 24 m onths. It is about children born into poor 

living conditions or with a handicap which threat-

en their chances for optim al human grow th and 

developm ent. N cighbour volunteers are support- 

ing these families at risk bv home visitation under 

the guidance of care professionals, such as nurses, 

psvchologists and social w orkers. The give con 

crete educational help and information on the 

chilcl’s developm ent to these parents, thev pav 

attention to the parents’ personal problem s, the 

familv is encouraged to take part in certain activi- 

ties in the neighbourhood, etc. The focus is on 

strengthening the familv in order on the one hand 

to give the parent som e confidencc and control of 

his own life and on the other hand to help the child 

in its grow th and further developm ent.

Recurring them es are the im plem entation of 

innovative support program s, speeilic target 

groups, the role of non-professionals, research on 

this kind o f program s and finallv strategies of 

developm ent and dissemination of earlv childhood 

care and developm ent support program s.

After an introduetorv chapter, in which the goals 

o f this book and the original goals of the con fer

ence in A m sterdam  are given, follow three exten- 

sive parts. Part 1 introducés us to earlv support 

program s from  tour different points of view: the 

m other’ s view as volunteer, the professional 

view , the thcorctical and finallv the ideological 

view.

In part II you will find a desc ription ol program s in 

U SA , England, ireland and the Netherlands. In 

each country attention is given to the p rogram ’s 

objectives, the m ethods that are used, the p ro fe s

sionals and the results. W e observe that the p ro 

gram s that are discussed have tnuch in com m on.

In part III a nutnber of com m on principles and 

lessons are given that can be found in the p ro 

gram s that are discussed. Thought is given to cr i

teria for evaluation in the field ot earlv support, 

potential strategies and pitfalls ot replieating exist -
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ing projects are discussed and finallv a num ber o f 

tendenties are given regarding the developm cnt 

and im plem entation of these support program s.

This book is a m ust for vvhoever is dealing with 

early care and support for parents and their chil- 

dren in need. On the one hand it gives a survev o f 

the state of the art o f earlv support program s in 

regard to their contents and presentation as well 

as to the principles behind them , the advantages 

thev present and their im perfections. On the oth- 

er hand it is an intercsting contribution to the 

devclopm ent of a shared theorv about earlv sup

port of young families at risk. In that sense it is, in 

mv opinion, an obvious success. The literature is a 

practical first step for vvhoever wants to pursue 

the m atter.

^-------------------------------------- V
O u t  o f  t h e  d a r k n e s s  

C o n t e m p o r a r y  p e r s p e c t i v e s  on  
f a m i l y  v i o l e n c e

Kaufman Kantor, G. & J. L. jansinski 
(Eds.)

1997, Sage Publications, Thousand 
Oaks. 332p. ISBN  0 7619 0775 0

‘O ut of the darkness’ provïdes a com prehensive 

and interdisciplinarv package o f research and the

orie in the field o f tamilv violence. M ost o f the 

chapters w ere presented at the 4th International 

Familv Violence Research Conference in New  

Hampshire (1995 ). The book consists tour parts. 

Part one deals with the prevalence o f tamilv vio

lence, part tw o with child abuse and neglect and 

part three with wife abuse. Finallv, in part tour 

ethical and cultural issues in familv violence are 

discussed. In this review we will onlv focus on the 

chapters that are specificallv related to child abuse 

and neglect.

In chapter tw o of part one attention is given to 

child hom icides. Finkelhor presents and discusses 

hom ieides rates bv age and causes o f death o f chil- 

dren and vouth.

Part tw o (eight chapters) deals with diverse topics 

in the field of child abuse and neglect. Three con- 

tributions deal with the effects of m altreatm ent or 

witnessing m arital violence. Reckcr-Lausen and 

M allon-Kraft discuss ‘ intimacv dvsfunction’ as a 

frequent outcom e of child m altreatm ent. ‘ Intima- 

cy dvsfunction ’ is a theoretical construct undcrlv- 

ing the maladaptive outcom es experienced bv 

abuse survivors. The effect o f neglect on school 

perform ance is studied bij Kcndall-Tackett and 

Hekenrode. Thev found that perform ance 

m arkedlv dccreased in entering middle school. 

M argolin and John studied self reported adjust- 

ment of boys and girls vvho witnessed marital 

agression. Thev explored  wether the conse- 

quenees of childeren ’s exposure w ere a direct 

effect of witnessing or an indirect effect o f parent- 

ing m ediated bv marital agression.

Tw o contribulions deal with sexual abuse. It/in 

reviews research and clinical literature on pornog- 

raphv and organised abuse. Rv means o f  a case 

studv she elaborates the phenom enologv o f child 

victim i/ation by pornographv. She concludes that 

pornography is a part o f o f the continuüm o f all 

torm s o f intrafamilial and extrafam ilial abuse. 

Rernard found evidente for the fact that race and 

gender influence how black mothers experience 

the processes of disclosure and discoverv of sexual 

abuse of their childeren. She argues that child pro- 

tection professionals should be aware o f these 

influenccs during their interventions in black fam 

ilies.

Three chapters adress issues o f assessm ent. 

Hdwards and R ogers present the TESI (Traum atic 

Hvents Screening Inventory), a questionnaire on
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e'hilelrens e-xposure to pe>tentiall\ traumatie 

ow n ts. The- authors report the results ot a smal! 

pilot st in k , testing the use ot'the- TPSI. Straus and 

Hamhv diseuss the theoretiea! rationale, the sub- 

seales and seeiring m ethods, the- applieatiem and 

the available data on psve hennetric (jualities ol the 

C T SP C . The C T SP C  is a revision ol the Cemtliet 

Taetics Seale lor m easuring the parent - e hilel rela- 

lionship. Finallv, Taussig and Lilrow nik diseuss 

prohlem s in e'urrent elassifieation schema tor 

abused ehileleren. The-v attem pted to explore 

whelher proteetive-issue- ehildren (ehilelren at 

risk) should be elassilieel as substantiale-el e-ases and 

testcel this hvpothesis on a small group ot subjeets.

W e mav eoneluele that ‘O ut ot the- elarkness’ con- 

taitis interesting anel high-ejualitv ehapte-rs, proviel 

ing im portant and varioe-s eemtributions to theorv, 

m ethodologv, assessm ent, interve-ntions and 

e-thics in the- tield ot lamilv violence-. the book 

mav be use-tu! tor rese-arehers, praetioners, stu 

ele-nts anel pedicvmakcrs.

^ -------------------------- r
C h i l d  a b u s e

N e w  d i r e c t i o n s  in p r e v e n t i o n  an d  
t r e a t m e n t  a c r o s s  t h e  l i fe s p a n

Woife, D.A., McMahon, R.J. & R.D. Peters 
1997, Thousand Oaks/London:

Sage Publications

C h i l J  A b u s e  brings toge-ther several expe-rts in 

treatm ent anel prevention ot ehilel phvsical abuse 

anel sexual abuse. lt provides insighls into the eur- 

rent perspeelives on eause-s anel tre-atnu-nt c>t bolh 

lorm s ot abuse- as well as into the eurrent praetiee-s 

ot earlv interventiem and prevention. Part I /oom s 

in on ehilel phvsical abuse. Topies that are elis 

e usseel are the long term  e-ttects ot phvsie'al abuse 

on the ehilel‘ s elevelopment anel its lunelieming as

an aelull, reeent outeom es eonee-rning ehilel phvsi

cal abuse- otleneler e'haracteristies, researe h ot the 

etteets on ehilelren who witness violenee in the 

tamilv, tre-atment <>t parents who phvsicallv abuse 

their ehildren anel earl\ pre\e-ntion. Part II p re

sents re-e e-nt tinelings re-lateel meuv spe-e itie all\ te) 

treatm ent anel prevention e>t ehilel sexual abuse. 

New approaches in the therapv teir se-xualb 

abuse-el ehilelren as well as lor aelults abuseel as 

ehilel, are- discloseel. Violenev prevention pro

gram s are- elw elt on and finallv a e hapter is ele-voteel 

te> the im portance e>! training e hilelren te> appe-ar in 

cevurl as vvilnesse-s.

^--------------------------------------V
N e g l e c t e d  C h i l d r e n

Dubowitz, Howard (Ed ito r)
1999 Thousand Oaks: Sage 

Publications
320 p. ISBN  0 7619 1842 6

N egeleeted ehilelren cemvenicnllv capture-s mueh 

e>t v\ hal is knemn about ehilel ne-gleet anel otters 

reeejmmanelatiems tor tuture- re-search.

Although ehilel negleet is the most eom m on 

te>rin ol abuse, the- e-xtant re-se-are'h literature bas 

me>stlv ignoreel this torm ol ehilel m altreatm ent. 

Eelilor 1 lowarel Dubovvits anel an oulstaneling 

group ot leaelers in the- tie-lel ol ehilel abuse- anel 

ne-gle-e t (C)arbarino, Critte-nele-n, Bemner a.e>.) 

o lïer perspeetives on a range- e>t important issues 

pertaining te) the- ne-gle-e t e>t e hilelre n .

C'hilel neglee't is the- tlrst bex>k te) loe us on this 

most eom m on tvpe ot ehilel m altreatm ent, p re

senting a eomprehensive anel eritieal porlrail ot 

the phe-nomenem ot negleet baseel on the-orv, 

researe'h anel e linie la praetiee-s.

This e-xte-nsiv e w ork ineiueles the- teilleivving topie's: 

eauses anel eemtributing lae'lors;
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definitions and m easurem ent research cultur- 

al issues;

shirt- and long-term  outeom es; 

evaluation and risk assessm ent; 

prevention and intervention; 

prenatal subslancv abuse; 

fatal neglect; 

policv issiic's.

Researchers, clinicians students, and policvrnakers 

in the lields ol soeial w ork, ehild and lainilv w el

fare, ehild m altreatm ent, interpersonal violente, 

lamilv studies and piblie health will lind this broatl 

view ol the subject essential to addressing the 

com plex and pervasi\e  underpinnings of ehild 

neglect.

^--------------------------------------V
R e t h i n k i n g  O r p h a n a g e s  f o r  

t h e  2 I s t  C e n t u r y
McKenz/e, Richard B. (Ed ito r)

1999 Thousand Oaks: Sage Publications 
327 p. ISBN  0 7619 I 444 7

With wellare reform  at the top of the U .S  

Congress agenda, the orphanage debate has resur- 

laced. The current ehild w elfare svstem . is obvi- 

ouslv flawed, operating to the detrim ent of’ tens ol 

thousands of children.

Foster care intended to act as a tem porarv 

solution, has becom e inadequate perm anent care. 

W hile adoption is a solution for som e children, 

manv children are dilficult to place or legallv 

unavailable for perm anent placem ent.

Editor Richard R. M cken /ie  sontends tliat 

the resurgence ol pribate orphanages of children's 

homes will becom e a faeorable option tor those 

children.

1 h is  b o o k  r t ' v i e w s  t h e  p o l i c v  r e f o r m s  n e c e s s a r \  

lor t h e  h o m e s  t o  b e c o m e  r e l i a b l e  S o l u t i o n s  lor

manv ol the nation’s disadvantaged and abused 

children. This volume comprise the most contem- 

porarv work in the area, and maintains conlinuitv 

and cohesiveness as it explorc-s a varietv ol topics, 

including judicial issues, ehild maltreatment, the 

historv ol orphanages, regulalion and funding, and 

Solutions to reform .

Mckenzie , w ho grew up in an orphanages in 

the l^SOs, also includes the First and onlv large- 

ecale sun vav  ol prphanage alumni, involving 

1 600 respondents.

^--------------------------------------r
A d j u s t m e n t  o f  A d o l e s c e n t s

Scott, R & Scott, W.A.
1998 London: Routledge 

166 p. ISBN  0 415 18533 3

D ors rultliro a llrrt adolescent adjusment? Do 

lamiK intluem es have sinlilar e lle tts in Berlin and 

Hong Rong?

Are predictors ol adolescent adjustment the 

sam e throughoul the world? C’an adolesct'nts be 

succesful interpersonallv, but be unable to cope at 

school."

Based on original research carried out in 

Canberra, W innipeg, Phoenix, Berlin, I long 

Rong, Osaka and Iaipei, this book exam ines ado

lescent adjustment to school, lamilv and Friends 

across cultures.

Ruth and W illiam Scott focus on soeial influ- 

ences Irom familv, Ireinds and culture as thi‘ 

impinge on the adolescent'spersonlaitv, attudinal, 

dem ograjihic and lamilv charac teristics. The 

authors examine the predictors al adjusment ol 

adolescents trom dilferent soeial environments tot 

varving situations, and pro\'ide \aluable insights 

into the m ethodologies of cross cultural s tu d \ .
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