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1. Introduction 

1.1 The Noun Phrase as a Determiner Phrase 

In the traditional analysis of the noun phrase, pronouns 
and determiners were seen as belonging to different cate­
gories. 
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1.2 The Structure of DET 

The AGR bundle under DET in German contains the gramma­
tical features person, number, Case and gender. Gender 
is relevant only in the third person singular. Pronouns 
of the first and second person realize arbitrary combina­
tions of these first three features with their stem form 
alone, as shown in (4a) and (4b). In the third person sin­
gular where the feature gender becomes relevant, the pro­
nominal forms inflect with variant endings in each Case 
(nom. er-sie-es; dat. ihm-ihr-ihm; ace. ihn-sie-es). 
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The determiner in (6) consists of a lexical stem as well as 
an isolatable suffix that indicates its AGR structure. Like 
the third person pronouns, singular determiners also form, 
on the basis of this AGR suffix, an inflectional paradigm 
that varies according to the combination of grammatical fea­
tures present (des-der-des in genitive, for instance). 
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fü F 
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O ö fD 

I 3 

er co rD 
F - r t 3 
3 F r t 

3 
O 
rt 
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M 3 

^ F 
03 
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fD F -
X F 3 
F - fD 
O "O r t 
03 F er 
M fD fD 

03 

3 fD O 
03 3 
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fD 03 
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er 
fD 

fD 
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3 
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03 03 
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Tl 

fD 

I 

O 
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1.4 The Problem 

The phonological shape of the agr 
DP is regulated then by the prese 
fleeting determiner at the head o 
with Emonds' principle in (10). I 
the domain of agreement within th 
the selectional domain of the hea 
ment NP. The specifier of DET app 
be exempted from this agreement p 
(12) illustrate, although the spe 

(12)a. Kölns 0 neugestalteter Ri 

'Cologne's newly structur 

b. Heikes 0 kleines Söhnchen 

'Heike's small son' 

The specifier of the DP represent 
its own head and complement. In t 
dition of Chomsky (1986:ch.8) wil 
DET cannot govern into the domain 
projection of the specifier DET ( 
a barrier between the matrix DET 
specifier so that it will be prot 
from government outside of its go 
sequence of minimality is that Kj5 
with the head noun Ring in (12a). 

There is a class of specifiers, h 
counter to condition - namely t 

(13)a. (neben) unserem 0 hohen Do 

'(next to) our high cathed 

b . deine_ 0 u n i i b e r t r e f 

'your insurmountab 

eement chain in the German 
nee or absence of an in-
f the phrase in accordance 
n the preceding discussion 
e DP has been equated with 
d, i.e. DET and its comple-
ears upon first glance to 
henomenon as the phrases in 
cifier is governed by DET. 

ng 

ed Ring' 

s a maximal DP itself with 
his case the minimality con-
1 guarantee that the matrix 
of this second DET:4 the 

D' or perhaps DP) will erect 
and the NP complement in the 
ected by its own governor 
verning category. The con-
ln will not inflect to agree 

owever, which seems to run 
he possessives. 

m 

ral' 

fliehen Er 

le success 

In t 
the 
cate 
the 
rema 
tanc 
the 
the 
trad 
dete 
ject 
ject 
Pron 
(or 
mann 

he next section we will prese 
possessives to be pronouns an 
gorial assignment ensures the 
DP. As clear as these two pre 
ins a problem, touched upon i 
e: these pronouns inflect. Th 
AGR suffix normally realized 
matrix DP. This is, of course 
itionally within generative g 
rminers and why traditional g 
ives (or "pronominal adjectiv 
ives form the two classes of 
ouns represent, on the other 
here a DP) and for this reaso 
er, cf. ich 'I', mir 'me' etc 

nt 
d n 
ir 
mis 
n ( 
at 
und 
, t 
ram 
ram 
es" 
inf 
han 
n5s 

reasons 
ot dete 
status 
es appe 
13), wi 
is to s 
er DET, 
he reas 
mar bee 
mar con 
). Dete 
lectabl 
d , a co 
houldn ' 

folge 

es' 

for co 
rminers 
as spec 
ar to b 
th thei 
ay, the 
or at 

on why 
n class 
sidered 
rminers 
e modif 
mplete 
t infle 

nsidering 
. This 
ifiers of 
e, there 
r accep-
y take over 
least within 
they have 
ified as 
them ad-
and ad-

iers of N. 
noun phrase 
ct in this 
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2. The Possessive 

2.1 The Possessive as a Pronoun 

The structure we assign to a DP with a possessive is given 
in (14). 

(14) 

dein -e unübertreff­
lichen 

3ps 
Pi 
nom 
masc 

Erfolge 

The po 
that i 
matrix 
own he 
receiv 
posses 
pronom 
posses 
can be 
of dif 
pronou 

(15)a. 

b. 

If , on 
pronou 
conseq 
config 

ssessi 
s , an 
DET -

ad . As 
e Case 
sive f 
inal s 
sive i 
seen 

ferent 
n (= p 

dein 
' you 

dein 
' you 

dein 
' you 

dein 
' you 

dein 
' you 

the o 
n (i . e 
uently 
uratio 

ve de 
intra 
spec 
the 
(= g 

eatur 
pecif 
n fac 
from 
role 

osses 

e/Ach 
r/Ach 

e/Ach 
r/Ach 

in has 
nsitive 
ified f 
represe 
enitive 
e under 
iers do 
t does 
the fol 
s are as 
sive) o 

ims Bel 
im's in 

ims Ver 
im's tr 

been 
DP 

or g 
ntat 
) as 
the 
, su 
carr 
lowi 
sign 
r a 

eidi 
suit 

dep 
whic 
ramm 
ive 
wel 
mat 

ch a 
y a 
ng e 
ed t 
full 

gung 
of 

icte 
h is 
atic 
of a 
1 as 
rix 
s th 
thet 
xamp 
o th 
nou 

des 
the 

d here 
- ind 

al fea 
speci 
a the 

DET ju 
ose in 
a role 
les in 
e poss 
n phra 

Obera 
doctor 

as 
epen 
ture 
fier 
ta r 
st a 
(12 
lik 
whi 

esso 
se ( 

a pr 
dent 
s un 
DP, 

ole 

) . § t 

e ot 
ch a 
r, b 
= DP 

onoun , 
ly of th 
der its 
it can 

from the 
her non 
That the 
her DPs 
n array 
e it a 
). 

Setzung 
ansferal ' 

e/Achims Größe 
r/Achim's size 

e/Achims Fre 
r/Achim's jo 

e/Achims Söh 
r/Ach 

ther 
. an 
plac 

n ari 

tim s so 

hand, t 
intrans 
ed unde 
ses . 

ude 
y* 

ne/Begabung/Wohnun 
ns/talent/apartmen 

he possessive is t 
itive DP) but as a 
r the matrix DET, 

rztes (agent) 

(patient) 

(theme ) 

(experien 

g (possessi 
t* 

reated not as a 
determiner and 

the following 
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(16) 

Erfolge 

This 
Firs 
mean 
ed p 
to a 
both 
gori 
must 
and 
cont 
seco 
from 
it i 
of d 
Furt 
geni 
two 
DP i 

All 
cons 
rath 
is p 
same 

(17); 

str 
t of 
ing 
rope 
fun 
pro 

es . 
rep 

not 
radi 
nd a 
dei 

s al 
ein 
herm 
tive 
Case 
s sp 

thes 
ider 
er t 
laus 
man 

ucture 
all , t 

of the 
rly. Ca 
ctional 
perties 
In orde 
resent 
DET. Se 
ctory g 
nd thir 
n_ and t 
so mark 
and plu 
ore, if 
) for t 
featur 

ecified 

is in 
he re 
word , 
se an 
X° c 
of r 

r to 
a max 
condl 
ramma 
d per 
hird 
ed f o 
ral b 
dein 

he Th 
es, g 
for 

tole 
lati 
cf . 

d a 
ateg 
ef er 
rece 
imal 

y. t 
tica 
son 
pers 
r si 
ecau 
is 

eta 
enit 
nomi 

rable fo 
on of po 
Anderso 

theta ro 
ory (i . e 
ential e 
ive a th 
project 

he DET n 
1 featur 
- it der 
on from 
ngular a 
se Erfol 
to be co 
Criterio 
ive and 
native. 

r the f 
ssessio 
n (1984 
le are 
. DET). 
xpresss 
eta rol 
ion, wh 
ode in 
es. It 
ives th 
the hea 
nd plur 
g^denot 
nsidere 
n, then 
nominat 

ollowin 
n (in t 
)) is n 
ascribe 
These, 

ions, i 
e, ther 
ich wou 
(16) is 
is mark 
e value 
d noun 
al - si 
es a pi 
d Case-
DET is 

ive, si 

g rea 
he br 
ot re 
d in 
howe 
.e. X 
ef ore 
Id be 
carr 

ed f o 
seco 

Erfol 
ngula 
ural 
marke 
also 

nee t 

sons . 
oades 
prese 
(16) 
ver , 
max c 

, dei 
a DP 

ying 
r bot 
nd pe 
ge. B 
r bee 
entit 
d (i. 
carr 

he ma 

t 
nt-

are 
ate-
n 

h 
rson 
ut 
ause 
y. 
e . 
ying 
trix 

e difficulties can be 
ed a pronoun (more pre 
han a determiner (a tr 
ible for other reasons 
ner that personal pron 

Karl, berichtete Peter 
l 

avoided if the possessive is 
cisely, an intransitive DP) 
ansitive DET). This conclusion 
. Possessives refer in the 
ouns do . 

daß sein . / . /, Auto 
ï/j/k 

Sein in 
;r to 
same 
.n (1 

refei 
the 
er il 

The 
as ( 

poss 
18) 

determin 

kapu 

' Car 

CKar 

'Car 

(17a 
a t 
ran 

7b). 

essi 
demo 
ers , 

tt ist. 

1 reported to Pete 

Is. Vater3 . ist äl 
i J 

I's father is olde 
) can be coindexed 
hird person (= k ) . 
ge of referential 

r that his car is not running 

ter, als 

r than he admits.' 

er. , . ,, zugibt 
i/j/k 

with Karl or Peter, or it can 
It therefore displays the same 

possibilities as the pronoun 

ve can be coordinated with full possessor phrases 
nstrates but not with ordinary (unstressed) 
cf. (19). 
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(18)a. 

b. 

Sie tr 
kneip 

'They are 

effen sich in deiner und Karls Lieblings-
e. 

Ohne seine 
unternehm 

meeting in your and Carl's favorite pub.' 

s Vaters und meinen Rat sollte er nichts 

'Witho 
unde 

(19)a. *Ich wa 

'I wil 

b. *Karl r 

'Carl 

These coordina 
the same categ 
category type 

The facts disc 
elusion that t 
The difference 
(=(20a)) and a 
sessive in Ger 

(20)a. Er spo 

'He is 

b. Deiner 

'The f 

The 
thet 
sess 
It i 
Case 
sona 
of t 
ture 
pron 
of t 
f unc 
as o 
over 
more 
invo 
mere 
nomi 
ment 

(21) 

Let 
tion 
and 
the 

pers 
a ro 
ive 
s fr 
and 

1 pr 
he p 
of 

oun 
he r 
tion 
ppos 
t mo 
ful 

lved 
ly t 
nal 
on 

onal p 
le fro 
deiner 

ut h 
r tak 

sehe 

1 wa 

epar 

will 

tion 
ory 
from 

usse 
he p 
bet 
pos 

man 

ttet 

rid 

Kat 

ood 

rono 
m th 
/dei 

en . 

is fa 
e any 

dein 

ther ' s 
thing. 

en und 

and my advice, he shouldn't 

den Wagen 

sh yo 

iert 

repa 

test 
type 
a de 

d abo 
osses 
ween 
sessi 
is ca 

ur and the car.' 

weder das noch mein Telefon. 

ir neither the nor your telephone.' 

cate that the possessive is of 
x ) as Karls but of a different 

s indi 
(= X m a 

terminer (which is a X° category). 

ve point strongly towards the con-
sive is a genitive-marked pronoun, 
a personal pronoun in the genitive 
ve pronoun (=(20b)) is that the pos-
pable of inflection. 

deiner 

iculi 

ze/de 

doesn 

ng y 

inem 

't t 

ou. ' 

Hund schmeckt das 

ast 

un deiner 
e ver 
nem i 

om thi 
theta 

onoun 
ossess 
its ma 
types 
espect 
al cat 
ed to 
rpholo 
ly, it 
in th 

he con 
AGR fe 
its pr 

s ca 
rol 

dein 
ive 
tr ix 
must 
ive 
egor 
a le 
gica 
sho 

e ex 
tent 
atur 
onom 

a. Du lügst. 

'You are 1 

b. *Du+AGR lüg 

us therefo 
al categor 
compare th 
phrase. 

re t 
ies 
em i 

tegor 
e. Wh 
er is 
inf le 
DET. 
be r 

gover 
y con 
xical 
1 agr 
uld b 
plana 

of i 
es wi 
inal 

ying 

st 

ake a 
that 
n the 

b ̂ _p_ 
n (2 
y th 
erea 
inv 

ets 
Thi 

educ 
nor . 
tain 
ver 

eeme 
e po 
tion 
ts g 
thou 
spec 

vs 

in 
ott 
Ob) 
at 
s t 
ari 
to 
s d 
ibl 
Th 

ing 
b -
nt. 
int 
of 

ove 
t t 
ifi 

e good 

(20a) 
en . Th 
is th 

the po 
he gen 
able , 
agree 
iffere 
e i n s 
e poss 
gramm 
are c 
Befor 

ed out 
the i 

rnor . 
rigger 
er . 

to your 

rece 
e gov 
e DET 
ssess 
itive 
the g 
with 
nee i 
ome w 
essi v 
atica 
apabl 
e we 
that 

nf lec 
INFL 
ing m 

ives 
erno 
of 

ive 
for 

eni t 
the 
n f o 
ay t 
e is 
1 fe 
e of 
deve 
the 

ting 
as w 
orph 

Fut 

cat/ 

its 
r of 
the 
rece 
m of 
ive 
feat 
rm o 
o th 
gov 

atur 
tri 

lop 
re m 
pos 

ell 
olog 

ter nicht 

dog. ' 

Case 
the 

matri 
ives 
the 

stem 
ure s 
f the 
e con 
erned 
es wh 
ggeri 
this 
ust b 
sessi 
carri 
ical 

and 
pos-
x DP. 
its 
per-
dein-
truc-
two 

tent 
by a 

ich -
ng 
idea 
e more 
ve than 
es 
agree-

vs 

mor 
carr 
ir r 

e c 
y a 
ole 

*dein Lüge 

'your lie ' 

deine_ Lüge 

areful look at the two func-
n AGR element - DET and INFL -
s as the functional head of 
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2.2 DP and IP in German 

The INFL node in (22) generates a tense suffix and a per­
sonal suffix, the latter being a copy of the relevant fea­
tures of its specifier. Both suffixes will be affixed to 
the verb. 

(22) 

INFL 

-t, -est 

The DP in (23) has another type of functional structure 

(23) 

D ' 
1 

DET 
I 
1 

2ps 
sg 

Lgen 

dein 

DET 

_ I 
"poss 
3ps 
sg 
dat 
fem 

I 
-er 

NP 
I 
N' 
I 
N 

. I . 
3ps 
sg 
dat 
fem 

The 
will 
code 
gram 
cong 
comp 
ture 
of c 
tion 
verb 
situ 
(tha 
(10) 

Whil 
of t 
up f 
comp 

German I 
ultimat 
the gra 

matical 
ruent wi 
lement a 
. This c 
ourse , b 
al suffi 
-, but 
at the 

t is , ap 
takes e 

e INFL p 
he event 
unctiona 
lement.7 

NFL in 
ely be 
mmatic 
struct 
th the 
nd pro 
opy of 
e expr 
x unde 
rather 
head o 
art fr 
ffect) 

lays a 
expre 

lly wi 
In a 

corp 
rea 

al s 
ure 
gra 

duce 
the 

esse 
r th 
is 

f th 
om t 

orat 
lize 
true 
of t 
mmat 
s an 
inh 

d ag 
e IN 
real 
e ph 
hose 

es inflect 
d on the v 
ture of th 
he DET nod 
ical featu 
inflectio 

erent nomi 
ain on the 
FL node in 
ized indep 
rase, cf. 
cases whe 

Katze 

ional s 
erb and 
e verb' 
e on th 
res of 
nal cop 
nal fea 
noun -
(22) w 

endentl 
die Kat 
re Emonds' 

uf f ix 
ther 

s spe 
e oth 
the n 
y of 
tures 
as t 

ill b 
y of 
ze ' t 

P 

es w 
ef or 
cif i 
er h 
oun 
this 
wil 

he i 
e on 
the 
he c 
rinc 

hich 
e en­
er. The 
and, is 
in its 
struc-

1 not , 
nflec-
the 

noun in 
at' 
iple in 

role in determining the time 
ssed by the verbal predicate, 
th determining the reference o 
complex DP, therefore, there a 

reference 
DET is tied 
f its nominal 
re two re-
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(25)a. *dein die Frisur 

b. *Omas die Frisur 

The AGR suffix ther 
the examples in (25 
flectional ending a 
in (24a) or on the 
the first possibili 
in (10) will theref 
possibility that an 
sed by the specifie 
head can take place 
this head and not j 
however, seems to p 
must be licensed by 
its governing range 
ciple using the not 

(10') Revised Empt 

The AGR feat 
unexpressed 
elsewhere wi 

The linearity condi 
since it may be der 
dictate that licens 
portunity. 

efore cannot be realized under DET as 
) show. In this case, the strong in-
ppears on the pronominal specifier as 
adjective as in (24b), whichever offers 
ty. Emonds' Invisible Category Principle 
ore have to be revised to include the 
empty functional head can also be licen-

r. That is, local licensing of an empty 
anywhere within the governing domain of 

ust from within the complement. Linearity, 
lay a crucial role - the head apparently 
the first inflectable category within 
. In (10') we reformulate Emonds' prin-
ion governing domain. 

y Category Principle 

ures of a functional head may remain 
in this position if they are identified 
thin the governing domain of this head. 

tion has not been formulated into (10') 
ivable from perceptual conditions which 
ing must occur at the first possible op-

2.3 The Synthetic DP in Hungarian 

Taking a synthetic DP with a pronominal specifier in Hun­
garian as an example, it immediately become obvious that this 
DP shares similarities, not with the German DP, but with the 
German IP. 

(26) 

(27) 

a 

the 

te-0 vendég-e-d 

you-nom guest-poss-2sg 

DP 

' your guest' 

(Szabolcsi 1983:89) 

2 p s 
sg 
nom 

1 
1 

t e - e 

'boss" 
2 p s 
-sg -

1 
1 

• - , - d 

N 

. I . 
3ps 
sg 
masc 
nom 
" I 
vendég-

As under the German INFL in (22), the feature structure of 
DET in Hungarian in (27) is mainly a copy of the features of 
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in an equivalent structure with a nominal specifier as 
in (35b). 
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falls within the governing domain of an analytic DET and 
as a morphologically non-complex stem form it is suscep­
tible to inflection. The possessive can therefore serve 
as a host for the strong AGR suffix in the obligatory ab­
sence of a lexical determiner stem under a DET with the 
feature "poss", licensing in this manner under principle 
(10') the phonologically empty head position. 

Particularly interesting in this connection are the posses­
sive stem forms of the third person in Modern German. 

(37)a. mein- dein- unser- euer-
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sonal pronoun in German has a non-inflecting geni-
as well as an inflecting genitive form (i.e. the 

e). This distribution of personal genitive and "pos-
forms is not always this neat in other languages, 
e seen in the discussion above, it arose in German 
he reorganization of the third person. Sin/sein re­
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result the newly structured stem became inflectable. 

Seppänen (1980) 
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12 
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(42)a. Omitto Isocratem, discipulos eius 
Naucratem. 
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3. Genitive-marked Relative and Interrogative Pronouns 

The conclusion of the previous sections is further sub­
stantiated by the syntactic and morphological behavior of 
other pronominaler specifier types. In addition to the per­
sonal pronoun, the relative and interrogative pronouns may 
occur as complements of verbs, adjectives and prepositions 
which assign genitive Case. 

(43)a. der Lehrer, dessen die Kinder spotten 

'the teacher whom(gen) the children ridicule' 

b. Wessen ist er überdrüssig? 

'Who(gen) is he tired of?' 

c. Anstatt seiner kam ein Unbekannter. 

'Instead of him(gen) a stranger came.' 

These genitive forms of the different pronouns occur in Mo­
dern German with an inflectionally inert final syllable -en 
(or - e r ) . ^ We also find this ending on the relative and in­
terrogative specifier to a noun as shown in (44a) and (44b). 

(44)a. der Nachbar(in), Cdessen/deren KatzeJ Joschi ver­
trieben hat 

'the neighbor whose(masc/fem) cat Joe chased away' 

b. CWessen KatzeLl hat Joschi vertrieben? 

'Whose cat did Joe chase away?' 

c. Anstatt ["seines Vatersj kam ein Unbekannter. 

'Instead of his father(gen) a stranger came.' 

It is only the personal pronoun occurring in this specifier 
position that doesn't exhibit this invariant final syllable, 
as can be seen in (44c). Instead, the personal specifier 
takes on the AGR suffix as we have discussed in length in 
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of the matrix DET in accordance with our revised version 
of Emonds' Invisible Category Principle. In (47b) the in-
flectable form sein- takes over the function of licensing 
the empty head position. 

The data in (47) again substantiate the regularity we have 
found within the German DP: a pronominal specifier falling 
within the governing domain of an analytic DET with the ap­
propriate AGR features may,by virtue of a) the head-to-head 
relation in such a configuration and b) the morphematic 
structure of the pronoun (it is a simple stem), actually 
take part in the congruence phenomenon initiated by the 
functional head. In (47a) it is the strong adjective ending 
that in accordance with principle (10') serves to license 
the empty functional head. In (47b), however, - due to the 
modus of the historical stem formation in the case of the 
personal pronoun - the pronominal specifier takes on this 
function. 

Notes 

0 This article is a revised version of a lecture I held 
during the GGS meeting in Vienna mid-October 1988 on this 
topic. I would like to single out Gisbert Fanselow and 
Peter Staudacher and express my gratitude to them for their 
valuable comments and criticisms in the aftermath of the 
meeting. I am also extremely indebted to the Alexander von 
Humboldt Foundation in Bonn for financial support during 
this academic year (1988-1989) which has enabled me to 
engage in the research reported on here. 
A German version of this article will be appearing shortly 
in the next volume of Linguistische Berichte. 

1 For a more detailed discussion of the inflectional proper­
ties of the German DP, cf. Olsen (1988). 

2 Emonds (1985) was not written within the newer conception 
of X-bar syntax being discussed here in which functional 
heads (e.g. DET, INFL and COMP) have been integrated into 
the X-bar projection mechanism. Nevertheless, Emonds' model 
can be easily translated into this new framework by under­
standing his "closed categories" (here he is referring to 
the specifiers of N, V and A - i.e. DET, INFL and DEG) as 
"functional heads". 

3 The definition of government assumed here is that of 
Chomsky (1981). A lexical (or functional) X° element (or 
head) governs the phrases within its maximal projection. 

4 Chomsky (1986:42) defines the Minimality Condition on the 
basis of the following configuration. 

(i) ...<<.. .Lg . ..£.. .0 . . .1 
ot does not govern (5 in (i), if jf is a projection of o which 
excludes«*. For our purposes, c = the matrix DET, <S = the DET 
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of the specifier and ß= NP. In other words, the pro­
jection (D' or DP) of the specifier DP prohibits the 
matrix DET from governing the complement NP of the spe­
cifier. 
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